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President’s Perspective

Neal Atwell - President
president@vette-club.org - 301-605-4110

Greetings to all local and long distance members, and the rest of our readership that I’m sure are
looking to join shortly.  If you’re thinking of becoming a member, here’s the link (that also appears in
the coming membership section): www.vette-club.org/membership Anyway, good news, winter is
fading fast according to the seasonal calendar and will end on March 19th.  But before winter is over,
we get to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day!  Check out the event details at www.vette-club.org/events/481
As a special treat this month, if you can find the hidden Leprechaun inside this newsletter, you might
even be led to the “CCA” pot o’ gold.

Club events, can you say supper, dinner or banquet?  Our new events coordinator, Doreen, planned a
really nice and well attended Sunday Supper early in February.  Most recently we had our annual
Winter Awards Banquet.  More information and pictures on both of these events later in this
newsletter.  Sandwiched between these dinners, we had our business meeting that fell on Feb 14th,
Valentines Day.  Check out the following section to see what events are planned for the near future.
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When I think about St Patrick’s Day, as many of you might, I
see Shamrocks, Leprechauns, and GREEN.  Everything is
green, people wearing as much green as possible, hats,
buttons, jewelry etc.  When it comes to green, the Corvette
has had 17 green colors over 70 years.  I can’t say any of
them were ever named kelly green or that they all looked
close to kelly green but a shade of green nonetheless.
Some of the colors were offered multiple years but the
majority of the colors, 10 of 17, were one year only runs.
Seven colors were named after famous race tracks/races;
Glen, Mosport, Goodwood, Donnybrook, Brands Hatch,
Elkhart, and Lime Rock.  There were definitely some dry
spells over the years with no shade of green produced.

The longest period without a green would be since 2001 and covers a whopping 21 years!  With the
exception of 2014, there were no other vettes painted in any shade of green from 2002 through 2023.
Where’s the love, seems red and white are the favorites.

The first year a green was offered was
1956, named Cascade Green, which
was also offered in 1957 and 1960.  I
kinda see aqua, but I guess that’s a
shade of green and this is a beautiful
car.  Over this broken up 3 year run on
Cascade Green, 980 cars were built
with this color.  I took this picture when
the club went to Barry’s Car Barn on
September 29th last fall.  It was one of
my favorite vettes in his whole
collection of Corvettes.

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2023 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier February 2023 Page 3

The fewest cars produced or most
rare of greens (that I found published)
would be Fairway Green Metallic
made in 1997 and 1998, just 308.
This picture is of Polo Green Metallic,
the color of more green Corvettes
than any other, 11,792 made over a 5
year span in the 1990s.  Add to that
4,184 Polo Green II Metallic cars
painted in 1992 and 1993 and the
numbers jump even more.

Good news, if you want a new green Corvette, one of the new “leaked” 2024 colors is Cacti.

As I said last month or most of the time, make sure to get out and make the most of any sunny and
mild days that call out to you and your corvette.  Hope to see everyone at future events and at our
monthly business meetings, especially the St Patrick’s Day luncheon on March 25th!   Thanks again
for opening and reading your CCA newsletter and don’t look too hard for the Leprechaun, just kidding
about that CCA pot o’ gold.

Getting better together and as they say, Save the Wave! Neal
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Upcoming Events & Reminders

Doreen Moreira - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-462-8049

www.vette-club.org/events

March brings only one event but it is one our club always looks forward to. Our annual St. Patrick’s
Day luncheon. Get ready for a couple of pints of Guinness and delicious Irish food. Save the date -
March 25th starting at noon. Sadly, the Killarney House can no longer accommodate us so this year
the lunch will be held at The Limerick Pub in Wheaton, Maryland. Further information at
www.vette-club.org/events/481 Also be on the lookout for email updates.

For those who like to plan way ahead, April brings a short cruise to an exciting new brewery in
Poolesville, Maryland on April 16th as well as the traditional Olney Days Car Show and Parade
on April 30th.

As always, we depend on our members to bring ideas for new places to go and events to hold.
Should you have an idea feel free to call or email me at 240-462-8049 at events@vette-club.org
or directly at doctordoreen@comcast.net. Looking forward to hearing from all of you.

Doreen Moreira
CCA Events Coordination Director
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Corvette Ramblings

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

I have just two items for February’s Ramblings article. I’ll try to be careful because I could ramble on
about either of these topics for a very long time.

The first item is the University of Maryland Giving Day
which is on March 8th this year. The CCA has had a
long association with the University of Maryland. I do
not believe the club has ever run a survey to
determine how many UMD graduates are in the club
but I feel certain there are a lot of them.

While the university makes a major push for donations
on March 8th, the CCA has had a year round effort
extending back to at least 2003. It was in that year that
the club’s Board of Directors established its
endowment at the university, titled Corvette Club of
America Student Award. The fund was created to
annually support students majoring in Mechanical
Engineering. Recipients are selected, by the

university, on the basis of Junior or Senior standing and a demonstrated interest in automotive
mechanics.

To me, the very attractive thing about the club’s endowment is that it is a gift that keeps on giving. The
endowment is managed and invested by the University and there is a formula that determines how
much can be given each year.  Another very attractive thing is that donations to the endowment can
be made any time of the year in any amount. All that is required is an occasional reminder about the
endowment and Maryland Giving Day seems like a good time to me. The University holds a
ceremony annually to recognize the recipients of endowments and we have had graduates go on to
work in the automotive industry and even at Pratt Miller which is a very familiar name to Corvette
Racing fans.
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Please consider making a donation if you can. Here is a link to the endowment:

https://giving.umd.edu/giving/fund.php?name=corvette-club-of-america-student-award-fund

Sebring is coming up quickly and that is my second topic. The Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring will
be streamed live over Peacock Premium between 10:05 am and 10:10 pm on Saturday March 18th.
It is a bit early for the official entry list but Cadillac and Corvette will be running. Keep an eye on the
CCA Facebook groups for more information.

In addition, the FIA WEC 1000 miles of Sebring will take place beginning at noon on March 17. WEC
indicates that it can be viewed over the FIA WEC app. It may also be broadcast live over Motorsport
TV (https://motorsport.tv/program/fia-wec-live-racing/10) but time will tell. Cadillac Racing will be
racing in the Hypercar class with Bamber, Lynn, and Westbrook driving. Corvette Racing will be
racing in LM GTE AM with Keating, Varrone, and Catsburg driving.

Save the Wave,

Jon Thorn
CCA Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Report

Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org

www.vette-club.org/autocross

February Competition Report

Our search continues for a new site to host our autocross events. Some of you have passed along
possible location ideas already, but I am open to all suggestions. If you have contact info for a
location, please include that when you send it to me. If we can lock something down soon, I would
anticipate May or June for our first event this year.

For those who wish to sharpen their skills, PCA will be hosting an autocross school on April 22, 2023
at PG Stadium. You can register at www.motorsportsreg.com. I have already signed up to instruct and
will be available for any club members who register.

The track season has just begun and for those interested, contact me if you need help choosing an
event. I am also usually available for instruction at almost any event.

Check the back of the newsletter for contact information.
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Membership Update

Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816

www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers

● 180 current memberships (100 local, 73 long-distance, 7 honorary)
● 3 renewals from February 1, 2023 to February 28, 2023
● 10 new memberships from February 1, 2023 to February 28, 2023

New Memberships

Name Location Corvette Referrer Join Date

Donald & Jeremy K. Ocala, FL C3 Black Coupe
Former member /
CCA Website 02/04/2023

Merlen & Peggy O. Somerset, KY 1994 White Conv. CCA Website 02/04/2023
Kera & John W. Herndon, VA 1976 & 2014 DC Auto Show 02/05/2023
Jonathan & Peter P. Farmingdale, NY 1971 & 2020 CCA Website 02/07/2023
Nate M. Geneva, IL 1990 Red Coupe Sport Chevrolet 02/09/2023
Ron R. Woodridge, IL 2001 Red CCA Website 02/10/2023
Dean L. Corona De Tucson, AZ 1965 Orange Coupe CCA Website 02/11/2023
Andrej B. Sterling, VA 2001 Black Z06 Conv. CCA Website 02/17/2023
Harry A. Neptune, NJ 2015 Blue Z51 Coupe CCA Website 02/18/2023
Richard G. Ellicott City, MD 2023 Orange Z51 Coupe CCA Website 02/19/2023

To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
Information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS

Behind the Scenes: E-Ray on Ice at the
Rockefeller Center NYC during the 26th Annual
Michelin NCM Bash

Hear from the stunt driver that introduced the
brand-new electrified Corvette E-Ray to the world!

Register Now

Vets ‘N Vettes Presented By Mobil 1 - Bob Lutz
to Speak at Banquet

Celebrating our military veterans during Vets ‘n Vettes
from May 11th – 13th. Registrants can enjoy a dinner
on Thursday with a presentation from automotive icon
and Automotive Hall of Fame Member, Bob Lutz .

May 11th - May 13th

Register Now
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MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Artifact of the Month: Dick Thompson Helmet and Goggles - Chris Pruitt, NCM

One of the great things about the National Corvette Museum is that its archives contain stories from
Corvette history, but with it are artifacts, like Dr. Dick Thompson’s, helmet, and goggles. Dr. Thompson,
better known as The Flying Dentist, couldn’t support himself as just a racecar driver, so during the
week he would work at his dental office. Dr. Thompson’s natural talent behind the wheel however,
allowed him to become one of the premiere racecar drivers of his time. His passion and dedication to
racing earned him SCCA championships in 1956, 1957, 1960, 1961, and 1962. He would also place
third overall in the 24 Hours at Daytona in 1963. At a time in history when Corvette was not even
supposed to be racing, privateers were relied on to be the ones to cross the finish line before Corvette
had a factory-backed racing program. These award-winning racing seasons made Dr. Thompson the
perfect Corvette test driver at Milford Proving Grounds–a role that was vital to Zora Arkus-Duntov, and
to the development of Corvette. More Information
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Custom CARisma opens March 9th

Make plans to see the legendary creations of
Carl Casper NOW!

Learn More

BE FEATURED IN ASC

Want to be featured in America's Sports
Car magazine? Take your latest issue
on the road and take a photo of your
travels! Send us your name, city, state,
and photo!

Submit your photo to:
editor@corvettemuseum.org
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Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted

We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/

● The 2023 NCM Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/

● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/

● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.motorsportspark.org/

● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/

● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com
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Sunday Supper at Il Porto

By Jon Thorn

Here is the posting from our calendar events page for the February 5th gathering at the Il Porto
restaurant. As you will see it did not go exactly as planned but more on that later in the article.

“Meet up with fellow members for a casual dinner event in Gaithersburg at a nice Italian Restaurant with
great food. This is something a little different from some of our cruises to nearby breweries. This is a
new location for us with a private room where we can order from the entire menu. Bring your significant
other or a friend for a laid back and fun evening.”

The event had minimal publicity and we were expecting around 20 members at best. Realistically it
was a trial run for us at this location and it had no particular agenda or planning. If anything, there
was more worry than normal from the Board members. It was an established Gaithersburg restaurant
but new to many, or most all, of us. We had no idea how many would actually show up for a dinner
with no reason on a Sunday night in the first week of February. I think the restaurant was told that we
might have up to 25 people. I’m not sure that any Board members thought it would really be that high.

To the great surprise of the Board, we had 30 members attend. A couple of them even brought their
Corvettes. It really turned out to be a fantastic evening of fun and conversation for all involved. The
food was excellent. The service was outstanding. The restaurant staff managed the overflow without
missing a beat. The unanimous opinion was that we will be back again. Here are a few photos from
the evening and there are more posted on the calendar event page.
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Corvette Club of  America’s 2023 Annual Winter Dinner

By William Vander Haar

The CCA held it's (almost) annual Winter Dinner on February 25, 2023. This used to be called the
Annual Awards Dinner. However, due to the COVID experience, we did not hold this event for 2021 or
2022. The venue we were using, Mrs. K's Toll House in Silver Spring, was a victim of the pandemic. It
closed down when the state of emergency was announced by the Governor. Mrs. K's opened in 1930.
It will be replaced by Zennia's, scheduled to be a beer and wine garden, cafe, tavern, and fine dining
restaurant.

https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/511875/zinnia-to-replace-mrs-ks-toll-house-in-silver-spring/

The last dinner we had was held on February 1, 2020 and the event webpage can be viewed at
https://www.vette-club.org/events/349/.

We had 42 members attending this event, and those who did not missed out on a very nice dinner. It
was held at the Montgomery Country Club in Laytonsville. This was a very fine venue. Held in the
Ballroom with windows on three sides with a view of the grounds.
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Folks that did not attend missed out on a wide variety of Raffle and Silent Auction items that were
very rare. Many of which were donated by club members.  Tony Avedisian donated one of his Z06
Books.  Terry Popkin donated many Corvette related items, many signed by engineers and others
that authored the books and prints of Corvettes he donated.  Adam's Polishes always contributes
items for our Raffles, Silent Auctions and Door Prizes. They have been supporters of the CCA for
around 17 years. Those folks that won a certificate or card to a sponsor’s place of business, ask for
the manager and let them know you won the certificate in a drawing at a CCA event. Thank them for
contributing to the CCA and explain how much it is appreciated. That means a lot to them AND it
means a lot to us, as it helps us continue to receive contributions to the club. Nita Armstrong and
Neat Atwell drew the winning tickets for the Door Prizes.

A list of donations from local restaurants and businesses is at the end of this article. As always, the
CCA and its members are extremely thankful for the vendors that contribute to the CCA, making our
events that much more special for our members. Asking our members to patronize those contributors
contributes to their success as does their contributions to us. Thank you all in advance for using their
products or venues.
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Neal did an amazing job as emcee. He was all over the place making sure we were a well oiled
machine. Our thanks to all who contributed their time and efforts to make this dinner one of our best.
Especially Nita Armstrong who manned the “Dollar Table” and  the funds for the raffle and sorting all
that out. Evelyn Thorn was handling the “Greeters Table” checking everyone in and handing out door
prize tickets. Pat Ryan brought the Corvette models that were Bill and Carol Conlan's, and the
wooden stands were made by Pat's son-in-law, Jamie Burney. Van and Jon were taking photographs.
It takes a “village” of CCA members to make these events work.
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The Banner for the 2024 Corvette Caravan was on display.  There were Caravan brochures also
available. Van gave a presentation about the 2024 Caravan.  This year’s Annual Winter Dinner event
can be reviewed at the webpage: https://www.vette-club.org/events/479/ Click on “Photos” to see all
the photos taken. Although it was NOT an Awards Dinner, the Dick Thompson trophy was on hand,
and Bill Sandusky gave an overview of the history of the award, with comments from Jon Thorn. Bill
also told us the status of the autocross situation.

There was a TV screen with a few videos. Neal had a video running, that Pat Ryan put together, of
CCA photos. Van Vander Haar brought Power Point Presentations of the 2014 Corvette Caravan and
an overview of CCA events held in 2015 that also were presented on the screen.  Music was provided
by Rick Elliott who set up a live feed of car themed songs.

From the Hors d'oeuvres, the Buffet, the service, the table setups, the atmosphere, the hospitality,
and the venue, Montgomery Country Club was magnificent.
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Three Corvette Club of America banners were donated as a part of the Silent Auction. These were
attached to parking lot light poles at the National Corvette Museum (NCM) for the years 2019, 2020,
and 2021. We purchase these annually as part of our commitment to supporting the NCM and the
great things they do.

The mission of the National Corvette Museum is to celebrate the Corvette’s invention and preserve
the legendary automobile’s past, present, and future. The Museum will serve as an educational and
research model for all to enjoy.

The Montgomery Country Club did an amazing job taking care of
our participants. Two representatives waited on us and made
sure everything went smoothly. The CA$H Only bar had a great
selection and everyone enjoyed the dinner, wine, beer and
drinks. We are looking forward to having more events at the
Country Club.

https://www.montgomerycc.com/

https://www.montgomerycountryclub.com/#membership

https://www.facebook.com/montgomerycountryclubmd/about
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CCA's 2024 Annual Winter Dinner Sponsors & Contributors

Adam's Polishes

Bolder Food/Drink

Cilantro's Neighborhood Cantina

Corvette Central

Corvette America

Corvette Club of America

Glory Days Grill – Eldersburg

The Greene Turtle Bar & Grill – Burtonsville

The Greene Turtle - Olney

Red Bird Bar & Grill

REV Hair Stylist

RPI Designs

Silo Falls Restaurant

Sport Chevrolet

Summit Point

Tony Loco's Bar & Restaurant

Tony's Corvette Shop

Top Flight Automotive / Corvette America

Twin Arch Tavern

Unwind Candles

Walker's Tap and Table

Zip Corvette

National Corvette Museum
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The Hot Wheels Museum  - Visited on February 26, 2023

This is a combination article from Rick Elliott and Van Vander Haar, Photos by Van

Last week as I was strolling through Facebook as I normally do and I came across a video clip of a
guy named Bruce Pascal who was being interviewed by a TV station about his extraordinary  Hot
Wheels collection.  While I was watching the video I noticed the location was listed as Gaithersburg
MD.  So after a little cyber stalking I found a way to contact Bruce and sent him a message
introducing myself as the Vice President of the Corvette Club of America and if he would be willing to
give the club a tour of his collection.  I didn’t even know if he would reply to me since he had no clue
who I was and I had cyber stalked him and messaged him out of the blue but to my surprise he
contacted me back the next day.

He informed me that after the interview was posted on line he had received over 250 emails from
people and other organizations wanting to see his collection. He said his biggest issue is time and
that he would keep my information and get back to me at some point when he thought he could
accommodate us. During our discussion he informed me he had just purchased a 2023 3LT Corvette
and had that at his warehouse as well.  Well once again I thought hopefully I’ll hear from him in the
future but it didn’t sound real promising with 250 other people and organizations wanting to see his
collection as well.  But then later that day Bruce surprised me again and said he had a limited number
of spots and I could come on Sunday. With such a short notice and limited spots allowed I contacted
a few board members for the visit and we met up to see his collection.

I’m thinking it’s going to be hundreds or thousands of Hot Wheels hung on the walls
but it was so much more.  Over the years Bruce had met and made friends with
Elliot Handler, one of the original owners of Mattel and Hot Wheels, and his wife
Ruth Handler (who invented the Barbie Doll) and had become friends with some of
the original designers and artist that were involved in creating Hot Wheels from its
conception.
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With theses connections that Bruce has made over the years he was able to obtain original design
drawings, original artwork for the vehicles as well as packaging designs of Hot wheels, original
displays that were in stores, advertising banners in gas stations as well as Hot Wheels that were
made and named differently for other countries such as Italy, Germany and others.  He even has a
1923 Model T Ford that is an operating car with a Chevy 283 engine, chrome everywhere and was
built to replicate one of the original Hot Wheels Cars.

As you’ll see in the pictures that Van took, it is quite a collection.  Bruce is very kind and generous in
opening up his collection for other people to see. His knowledge and history of how Hot Wheels was
created while describing everything he has acquired over the years,  the people he has met and
made friends with is amazing to see and hear for yourself.  Bruce is going to try and allow more of the
Club to come in on a Sunday as his time and the opportunity permits.

So, at some point in the future you might see a Facebook invite or get an email from me or the Club
informing you about the opportunity to see it all for yourself.  Space will probably be limited and it
might be short notice so don’t let the opportunity pass you by when the time comes.

We five from the Corvette Club of America. We were the advance team.  Van
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Van:

This is an amazing collection of over 7,000 items, started by Bruce Pascal in 1999 because his mom
gave him back his small collection of Hot Wheels cars. Bruce got his first Hot Wheel in 1968. A friend
of his offered to buy them, and when he understood they were valuable, he decided to acquire as
much as he could.

The prototype for the 1968 Corvette. These are made of wood and the attention to detail is
staggering. It typically takes 200 hours to carve one of these. They are meticulously crafted to be an
exact representation of the actual vehicle. A pantograph machine reduces the size by carving a 1/64 th

size from the large wooden original. Then the small wooden model is used to make the molds. The
two cases have a few wooden prototypes and molds contained therein.

Bruce told us he would search the internet, looking for people who worked at Mattel in the 60's and
70's. He would contact them and if they had anything from their work on Hotwheels, he would buy it.
He would obtain prototype material, drawings, blueprints, paintings and other memorabilia, resulting
in a collection of over 5,000 Hot Wheels, 500 items such as a Hot Wheels guitar, Hot Wheels artwork,
paintings, Mattel documents, and blueprints (He has the Mattel blueprints for Mattel's 1968 Corvette).

Being a car and NASCAR guy, I wanted to focus on the automobile racing side of things.
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Bruce also has the 1913 Ford Model T Custom Roadster that won the 1964 Grand National Roadster
Show, as well as the America's Most Beautiful Roadster trophy, and a copy of the Rod & Custom
magazine featuring it on the cover, the art work of the cover and an assortment of all the colors
available as the Hot Wheels “Hot Heap”. In 2010 it sold at the Barrett Jackson auction in Scottsdale
for $85,800 called the “King T”.

Starting in 1970, professional drag racers Don Prudhomme ("The Snake") and Tom McEwen ("The
Mongoose") were sponsored by Hot Wheels, and later on, Hot Wheels created the Snake and
Mongoose Drag Set in 1970. Later somewhere in 1972, the second versions of both driver's self-titled
funny cars were released, when McEwen had the Mongoose 2, and Prudhomme had the Snake 2.
And don't think it's just real cars that aren't cheap. Check these Hot Wheels cars.
Also in 1970, Hot Wheels sponsored Trans-Am Series driver Dan Gurney and his All American
Racers car.[46] In 1992, Hot Wheels sponsored the Trans-Am car of Jack Baldwin as he went on to
win that year's championship. Hot Wheels signed a sponsorship deal in 1997 with NASCAR driver
Kyle Petty and the No. 44 PE2 Motorsports car[47] and thus began making replicas of NASCAR stock
cars. Bruce has that model.
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The most unusual thing at the museum

This is an optical illusion. Bruce says it's a flat painting. I have no earthly idea how it works. As you
walk by, it literally changes the perspective of the van. It shows up that way if you video it. The thing
is, it works backwards. As you walk right to left, what you  see is as the photos are going left to right. I
couldn't find info on the internet though.

The van is a representation of the Hot Wheels Beach Bomb. The original plan for the Beach Bomb
was to have the two surfboards on a roof rack. But it made the van top heavy and they would topple
off the track of the track sets. So they made them with side racks for the surf boards and surf boards
that installed through the rear window. They also molded a piece of metal in the base and turned part
of the roof into a sunroof to further lower the center of gravity. It's one of the most valuable redline
castings. The most valuable is the rear loading prototype. The one on the right seems like a “DEAL”.
Supposed to have been reconditioned.

More Information from the Internet
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Bruce Pascal:  “The King T was made first in 1964, and Hot Wheels used that car as the basis to
make a Hot Wheels called Hot Heap in 1968, the first year Hot Wheels were made.” The first line of
Hot Wheels die-cast cars were called “The Sweet 16”. the Hot Heap was among them. The very first
car offered was the “Custom Camaro”. Among them was the Custom Corvette. And as you can see,
they're worth a few bucks now. They all featured 'Spectraflame' paintwork, bearings, redline wheels,
and working suspensions.

The most expensive Hot Wheel I could find on eBay. It's a mistake. The wrong car in the package.
Rather like an upside down postage stamp I guess.

More tidbits of information:

Did you know the “Magic 8 Ball” was from Mattel?
Did you know the name “Mattel” came from Harold “Matt” Matson and Ruth and Elliot Handler?
Did you know that Mattel is the originator of Barbie dolls?
Did you know Mattel made Uno, the card game?
Did you know Mattel made the Fisher Price Phonograph?
Did you know Mattel made the He-Man” and “Masters of the Universe” action figures?
Did you know Mattel had  “Mattel Television” that televised “Thomas & Friends”, the  “Barbie film
library”,  “Fireman Sam”, and many other episodes in 2010?
Also that narrators for Thomas & Friends, in a reboot, started using folks like Ringo Starr, George
Carlin, Alec Baldwin, and Pierce Brosnan?
Did you know there are 13 Hot Wheels video games for Windows and six for the Commodore 64 (in
1984), Nintendo, PlayStation, Mac OS, and others?

Interesting links to view:

https://corporate.mattel.com/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hot_Wheels
https://www.history.com/news/hot-wheels-most-collectible-valuable
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OZnO2IEkKU : Bruce Pascal on Early Hot Wheels Prototypes –
before he started the museum
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVpuAKVmfqc&t=80s A segment where Bruce is looking for the
last Japanese Hot Wheels car in his collection 51A, seen in the bottom of the collection in the red
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boxes.
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a34884197/hot-wheels-pink-beach-bomb-collector/ A Car and
Driver article, Dec 2, 2020, featuring Bruce Pascal and his Rear-Loading Beach Bomb
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CCA's 48
th

Annual Car Show Sponsors

Submitted by Van Vander Haar

On October 2, 2022 we held the Corvette Club of America's 48 th Annual Car Show. The 2021, 47th

Annual Car Show years car show was pretty amazing. This year's car show was rescheduled so we
had fewer participants, but still an awesome show. We had a great line up of sponsors submitting an
array of items for raffles and door prizes.

A few of our sponsors attended Corvettes at Carlisle August 25-27 (Carlisle was  celebrating 40 years
as an event provider). I got the chance to visit with a few of them. Adam, founder of Adam's Polishes,
donated some Adam's kits. We'll also have some individual products as part of the raffle. Adam
always has a “Customer Appreciation Pizza Party” on Friday night at a house next to Chip Miller's
family home across the street from the Carlisle Fairgrounds.
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Adam's celebrated their 19th year at Carlisle, and the turnout for his event is always great. Adam had
four tables stacked with pizzas and sandwiches, plus beer and wine to wash them down with. That,
plus Adam's product give away items and “question and answer sessions” where customers can ask
questions about how to use Adam's Polishes. Adam also gives insight on the development of new
products and how he's planning on making products that have a minimal negative effect on the
environment.

Above: Presenting CCA's Cherry Blast wine to Zip Corvette.
Left: Presenting CCA's Cherry Blast wine to the National Corvette Museum.
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The National Corvette Museum is always in attendance at Corvettes at Carlisle. I got the chance to
speak with Shannon Whobrey, who is my contact regarding sponsorship at our events. I gave him a
few fliers for our car show to post at the museum, along with a bottle of Corvette Club of America's
Cherry Blast wine to add to his collection. We also have a Corvette Assembly Plant, Flint, Michigan
Brick to add to our raffle.

Zip Corvette was also in attendance at Corvettes at Carlisle. I gave them a bottle of CCA Cherry Blast
wine to present to Lisa Atkinson, my contact at Zip for all things car show related. When I was
working on my 1979 Corvette, Zip was my first choice when looking for parts. They are located in
Mechanicsville, Virginia (an aptly named location). When I ordered parts early enough, I could get
them the next day if I was lucky.

A reminder for our members and friends: If you are patrons of a local business that you enjoy your
relationship with. In other words, if they provide a great service to you and they would like to be
promoted by the Corvette Club of America, see if they would be agreeable to donate gift certificates
to our Car Shows, Awards Dinner, and/or Founder's Day Picnic.

48th Annual Car Show Sponsors:
Adam's Polishes
Bolder Food/Drink
Cilantro's Neighborhood Cantina
Corvette America
Dutch's Daughter Restaurant
Glory Days Grill – Eldersburg
GrilMarx Steakhouse & Raw Bar
The Greene Turtle Bar & Grill - Burtonsville
Loan Oak Farm Brewing
National Corvette Museum
Olney Winery
Precision Auto Inc.
Red Bird Bar & Grill
Rock Auto
Silo Falls Restaurant
Sport Chevrolet
Tony Loco's Bar & Restaurant
Top Flight Automotive / Corvette America
Walker's Tap and Table
Zip Corvette
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Supplier Advertisements

Cliff  Dewey’s Auto Detail

Cliff Dewey is offering a 10% discount to members of the Corvette Club of America.
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About the Corvette Club of  America

Board of Directors

President Neal Atwell president@vette-club.org 301-605-4110

Vice President Rick Elliott vicepresident@vette-club.org 301-452-4391

Secretary Paul Vale secretary@vette-club.org 301-570-9348

Treasurer Nita Armstrong treasurer@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Membership Director Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director Doreen Moreira events@vette-club.org 240-462-8049

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin ncmambassador@vette-club.org 301-949-2464

Competition Director Bill Sandusky competition@vette-club.org 301-801-7519

Parliamentarian Patrick Ryan parliamentarian@vette-club.org 202-386-0933

Vendor & Club Relations Director Van Vander Haar vendorrelations@vette-club.org 301-520-6397

Webmaster April Hussey webmaster@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Past President Jim Streight pastpresident@vette-club.org 240-839-1935

Non-Board Positions

Dealership Liaison Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Brewery, Distillery & Road Tours Jay Maxwell tours@vette-club.org 301-948-9481

Carlisle Liaison Bob Atwell carlisle@vette-club.org 240-375-3716

Courier Editor Jon Thorn newsletter@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor Jon Thorn advertise@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong license_plates@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2023)

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!

Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principal efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with

Sport Chevrolet.

... Be a Sport fan too!

3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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