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Joyou� New Year fro�
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Editor’s Note:

The cover photo for the newsletter this
month is a result of the editor not
having a photo available and at the
same time wanting to play with an
artificial intelligence program named
DALL-E 2. This program creates
images completely from scratch using
only a text description. The input
description for this image was “create
a Christmas scene with a Chevrolet
Corvette”.
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President’s Perspective

Neal Atwell - President
president@vette-club.org - 301-605-4110

Greetings Corvette enthusiasts,

Well, the holidays are over and now things can get back to normal, I’m not sure if this is a good thing
or not.  Now that winter is upon us and we have choices to make, embrace the season, hibernate or
you fill in the blank.  Some of us will choose to hold down the recliners and watch football playoffs
(the kind where the ball has two pointy ends), even if our favorite team(s) have been eliminated.

On the bright side we had a great year in 2022 with lots of events throughout the year.  For 2023 we
plan to have even more events, some tried and true annual events and new destinations.  Doreen
Moreira is stepping up to take over as our Events Coordinator in 2023, thanks Devin for over 4 years
of your efforts to line up, coordinate and make sure we had events planned through the years.  As
always, we are looking to our members for new ideas and things to do as a club and Doreen is just
waiting to help so please provide her with any ideas.
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As I mentioned in my article last month, hopefully we’ll be able to get our cars out on the nice days
over the winter season, but if they’re going to hibernate we need to remember the proper way to let
them rest up.  Although I’ve been accused of having OCD, I wasn’t organized enough recently and
found out the hard way when I tried to fire up the corvette for the first event of 2023. The battery was
so dead the electrically controlled door wouldn’t even open!  Seems I didn’t drive it in December and
had neglected to move one of 4  battery tenders from other toys over to the vette, bummer.  A little
charging and then one jump start later it was running like new and made it to the event (good thing I
checked it out a day early).  In addition to a battery tender, filling the tank with gas and adding
stabilizer is a good idea.  One should also clean up the car, have the oil changed, not set the parking
brake, air up the tires, think about critter control, and maintain your insurance.  If you don’t have a
garage, covering the car is also a good idea to help it survive the harsh winter elements.

Hope to see everyone at future events and at our monthly business meetings.  Now go out and make
the most of any sunny and mild days that beckon you and your corvette.

Getting better together and as they say, Save the Wave!

Neal
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Upcoming Events & Reminders

Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190

www.vette-club.org/events

Hello, here is a list of upcoming club events, hope to see everyone there!

CCA Display at the Washington DC Auto Show (January 20th - 29th, 2023)

The CCA is hosting a Corvette display at the 2023 Washington DC Auto Show, which will be held
January 20-29, 2023 at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.

More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/442/

Meet and Greet at True Respite Brewing (Tuesday, January 31st, 2023, 7:00PM)

True Respite Brewing to hang out with fellow Corvette owners at our May Happy Hour. True Respite is
offering us $3 beers! Start arriving around 7:00 PM and feel free to bring some food as well as any
friends interested in either cars or good brews. The club will be providing pizza for members. No
RSVP is necessary.

Dinner at Il Porto Italian Restaurant (Sunday, February 5th, 2023, 5:30 PM)

Meet up with fellow members for a casual dinner event in Gaithersburg at a nice Italian Restaurant,
something a little different from some of our cruises to nearby breweries.  This is a new location for
us with a private room where we can order from the entire menu.  Located at 245 Muddy Branch Rd,
Gaithersburg, MD 20878. www.ilportorestaurant.com Watch for an email and RSVP so we can get a
count for the restaurant.

Annual Winter Dinner Party (Saturday, February 25, 2023,  6:00 PM)

This year’s annual dinner party will be held at Montgomery Country Club, 20908 Golf View Rd,
Laytonsville, MD 20882.   Appetizers and cash bar from 6-7 PM, dinner buffet from 7-8 PM.  During
this annual dinner, our 2023 Board of Directors will be introduced and the 2022 Board will be thanked
for all their hard work and accomplishments.  We will round out the night with a silent auction.  Please
watch for the invitation and don’t forget to RSVP when you get the email invitation.

Have a suggestion for a club event?  Please let us know!

Devin
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Cruise to Guiness Open Gate Brewery (Saturday, January 7, 2023)

Yes, if you questioned the date of this event, it is correct, this was our first event for 2023!  I hope you
didn’t miss out on our 2023 kickoff activity.  We had 22 members present for the event which turned
out to be a nice crisp but sunny day in January.  Most of the group (17) met at Dempsey’s in Ashton
and cruised (8 corvettes and a Tesla) east on 108 to 100 & then up route 1 to the brewery.
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Upon arrival we were met by 4 more members and a guest.  We gathered for drinks then split up to 4
tables for dining and continued conversation.  Unfortunately It was too cold to take advantage of the
outdoor picnic tables and amenities, and the tours were completely booked for the weekend.  So
maybe we’ll give everyone a chance to check out this destination, and if luck has it, a brewery tour on
a future cruise later in the year when we can enjoy the outside area as well.
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Corvette Ramblings

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

Happy New Year everyone. I’m sorry that the December issue is more than a bit late this time. I just
want to assure the members that on time delivery has been put on my really long list of New Year’s
Resolutions. Time will tell how that turns out.

The cover photo this month is a result of the nerd in me showing through. I’ve been following an
interesting artificial intelligence company named OpenAI (https://openai.com/) for a little while. It
started out in 2015. Their second generation DALL-E 2 program that I used to generate the cover
photo has been, as they say, trending on the web for a while. It generates a photo, completely from a
clean slate, based on a text input description. It does not assemble image blocks from a library to
make the picture. Another interesting project they have, named ChatGTP, creates an article from a
text input description. The combination of these two programs will replace the Courier Editor at some
point. They already have the education community very worried. I can see ChatGTP someday
cranking out complete dissertations. I gave it this as a test: “Provide 500 words on the Corvette
Racing Team at the upcoming 24 Hours of Daytona Race for an article in the Corvette Courier
Newsletter of the Corvette Club of America.” It actually did a pretty good job on the task. Like the
image generator, it starts from a clean slate. This past week Microsoft, an investor in OpenAI for a
while, announced a $10 Billion additional investment. Not only is this an interesting research
company but they have an interesting business model as well. It is worth a look if this kind of stuff
interests you.

Be certain to check out the Upcoming Events & Reminders article on Page 3 this month. The club has
a lot going on and there is more to come. By all measures, the club has survived the last couple of
years with flying colors! Many real businesses did not survive. Most importantly, participation is up. If
you have considered becoming more active in the club this is a great time to check us out.

For racing fans, 2023 promises to be a very interesting one. Corvette Racing will be active on the
world stage with participation in both the IMSA series and the FIA World Endurance Championship.

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2022 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

mailto:newsletter@vette-club.org
https://openai.com/
https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier December 2022 Page 7

We will be following the races here in the Corvette Courier and are working on the potential of having
the club attend more than one IMSA race. The blockbuster news in the past week has been the
announcement that GM and Andretti Global are pursuing a Cadillac entry in FIA Formula 1. Needless
to say, it will be interesting to see how this turns out.

This will be a good year to stay in close touch with the CCA. If you are a member, keep an eye out for
emails and don’t let them fall into your junk mail. Everyone can check the website for the latest
activity (https://www.vette-club.org/). If you are on Facebook, do a search in Groups for Corvette Club
of America. The Groups are not public. One group is closed for Members Only and another is
described as being for Members and Approved Guests so you have to apply. A top level search for
Corvette Club of America will turn up our Facebook Page which is open to everyone. It lists us as a
Social Club with a 4.5 out of 5.0 rating and 6200 followers. If you are in the Washington, DC metro
area and want to see us in person, check the website calendar for events and we hold a Business
Meeting at the Greene Turtle in Burtonsville, MD on the second Tuesday of each month. Check the
calendar for meeting details.

Save the Wave,

Jon Thorn
CCA Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Report

Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org

www.vette-club.org/autocross

December Competition Report

I had omitted one of our club member’s results from our last autocross.  Dennis Connor had the best
club time in the C5 class finishing third, a full second ahead of club members Trey H. Paul V. and
William V.

Moving on to the upcoming season, as of this writing, we are waiting to hear from PG Stadium on lot
availability and pricing.  United Karting has moved away from BWI and I am in contact with them
about that lot.

On the HPDE side of events, SCCA has published their 2023 schedule at Summit Point.  Registration
is not open as yet.  They still have their option where you work one day and drive the other day
available.  You do not have to be a member to participate in the program.  Check
www.motorsportsreg.com for dates March 4-5, April 29-30, July 15-16, August 12-13 and September
9-10.
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Membership Update

Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816

www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers

● 175 current memberships (93 local, 75 long-distance, 7 honorary)
● 34 renewals from December 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022
● 2 new memberships from December 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022

New Memberships

Name Location Corvette Referrer Join Date

Tommy H. & Nathan B. Indianapolis, IN 1990 & 2014 CCA Website 12/18/2022
Adrian & Keoki W. North Salt Lake, UT 1966 Red Conv. 12/25/2022

To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
Information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS

Happy Holidays from the NCM

Wishing you peace, love, and joy this holiday season!

VISIT US ONLINE
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MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Artifact of the Month: The Biederman Collection

This month we present The Biederman
Collection. This extensive, carefully
curated collection of newspaper ads, sales
materials, magazines, and toys, spanning
the history of Corvette going back to the
1950s, was built and donated by founding
museum member George Biederman.

MORE INFORMATION

Help Preserve our Collection

Would you consider making a
financial gift to support our
preservation efforts? Every donation
offered toward our year-end
campaign will allow us to safeguard
the vehicles in our collection for
years to come.

LEARN MORE & MAKE A GIFT
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NCM INSURANCE NEWS

Thanks for Making 2022 Great!

It is hard to believe that we are closing the chapter in 2022!  This has been an amazing year for NCM
Insurance as we continue to grow, and none of this would be possible without our new and existing
customers.  It also would not be possible without our team, and we thank you for allowing us the
opportunity to insure many of you. Our goal has always been to be the premier, client-centered
provider of collector car insurance and because of you, we are one of the fastest growing collector
vehicle insurance agencies in the country! Because of this success, we are expanding our team to
help better serve our customers and continue our customer-first standard. If you are not a customer,
we would love an opportunity!

VISIT US ONLINE
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Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted

We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/

● The 2023 NCM Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/

● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/

● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.motorsportspark.org/

● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/

● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com
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Van's 1979 Corvette Build – Frame – Wilwood Brake Upgrade

By Van Vander Haar

This is the third part of a multi-part series regarding the upgrades performed on my 1979 Corvette. It
was an L82, 4-speed model, Corvette Dark Blue with an Oyster interior. The engine was NOT a
numbers matching.

I was planning on building up the motor and thought, if you want to have speed, I better have brakes
to handle it. My selection was Wilwood brakes. I went with 6-pistons for the front and four pistons for
the rear. I also selected stainless steel brake hoses due to the fact they last longer and don't expand
under pressure, increasing the braking potential.

It's important to understand most of this upgrade occurred in 2010, so it is a long ago update. The
prices for the brakes I used in these upgrades have risen substantially.  I believe I got the complete
set of red, powder coated brake calipers for around $500. Today a single D8-6, 6 piston caliper on
Jegs is now $410.66 and a single D8-4, 4 piston caliper is $375.36. A kit with brake pads and
stainless hoses, new bolts and fittings for the 4 piston pair is $734.99. The D8-6 set is $965.77 and
doesn't even have the bolts (although they list for $677 on the “buybrakes” website showing a list
price of $1409.60. The D8-6 set sells for $828 with a list price of $1724.60).

Changing to aftermarket, better performing, brake hardware is one of the easiest, more visual
upgrades you can make to a high performance automobile. And gives you a great performance boost
for your investment.
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Original Front Brakes                                               Original Rear Brakes

Installing a new brake system is easier than taking them off, in most cases. It's best to hit the bolts
with WD-40 to enable them to be removed easier. Let them soak overnight if you can.

Wilwood D8-4 Kit                        Wilwood D8-6 Front                       Wilwood D8-4 Rear

Front Caliper Installed                               Front Caliper View Through the Wheel
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Rear Caliper Installed                                    Rear Caliper View Through the Wheel

An additional item to add when you are updating your brakes is to update the Master Cylinder.  Sizes
for Power brakes were 1.125” and for manual brakes were 1-inch.

Wilwood and Summit shows three styles – Black, natural aluminum and ball finished. I ordered
polished. They don't seem to have them any longer, although Amazon has a kit complete with a
proportioning valve. I checked and Jeg's has three polished ones left in stock at $277.14. Natural
finish is $230.95 and Black is $277.14. At some point I may try to find the costs of my parts and do a
comparison at some time.

If you are interested in balancing your braking (especially for auto-crossing or tracking), the addition
of a proportioning valve may be worth considering. Quite a bit of brake line plumbing would be
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involved.

An original style Master Cylinder                                     Close up of the Fittings
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Views of the Wilwood Master Cylinder with the dual 4-barrel Configuration and with a

Single 4-Barrel configuration

My 1979 Corvette at one of our Autocrosses back in October 2021
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Supplier Advertisements

Cliff  Dewey’s Auto Detail

Cliff Dewey is offering a 10% discount to members of the Corvette Club of America.
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About the Corvette Club of  America

Board of Directors

President Neal Atwell president@vette-club.org 301-605-4110

Vice President Rick Elliott vicepresident@vette-club.org 301-452-4391

Secretary Paul Vale secretary@vette-club.org 301-570-9348

Treasurer Nita Armstrong treasurer@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Membership Director Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director Devin Streight events@vette-club.org 240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin ncmambassador@vette-club.org 301-949-2464

Competition Director Bill Sandusky competition@vette-club.org 301-801-7519

Parliamentarian Jon Thorn parliamentarian@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director Van Vander Haar vendorrelations@vette-club.org 301-520-6397

Webmaster April Hussey webmaster@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Past President Jim Streight pastpresident@vette-club.org 240-839-1935

Non-Board Positions

Dealership Liaison Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Brewery, Distillery & Road Tours Jay Maxwell tours@vette-club.org 301-948-9481

Carlisle Liaison Bob Atwell carlisle@vette-club.org 240-375-3716

Courier Editor Jon Thorn newsletter@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor Jon Thorn advertise@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong license_plates@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2022)

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!

Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with

Sport Chevrolet.

... Be a Sport fan too!

3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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