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President’s Perspective
Neal Atwell - President
president@vette-club.org - 301-605-4110
Greetings Corvette enthusiasts,
First I want to thank every one of you for being a member of the Corvette Club of America, the
World’s First Corvette Club. I really enjoy meeting and talking to our interesting members and
learning all about you and your unique Corvette story.
March weather was interesting, but we had no problem getting in two great events which will be
covered later in this edition of the Corvette Courier. It was great to see our members, including some
new members, out and having a good time discussing all things Corvette. I’m looking forward to the
next three events; the monthly business meeting on the 12th, the brewery cruise on the 30th, and the
Olney Days Parade on the 1st of May.
April showers might be ahead which
tend to get our chariots dirty, but there
is good news that comes with spring.
First, it should be warm enough to
turn on the outside faucets and hand
wash our cars at home now and
second, Corvettes are relatively small
sports cars and easy to wash
(especially compared to my F-250).
So please don’t let the weather deter
you from driving and enjoying your
vette.

.
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Last month I mentioned most of our sponsors and how they can help us keep our vettes in peak
condition. It goes without being said that if you’re in NEED of, I’m sure it’s not just a WANT, a new or
different (used) Corvette, Sport Chevrolet is there to satisfy that craving.
Finally, I hope to see everyone out at our events this spring so please check out all the events we
have planned and are detailed in this newsletter by our Events Coordination Director. Now get out
there and enjoy the performance that your Corvette wants to show you, in a safe, somewhat
responsible way.

Neal
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Upcoming Events & Reminders
Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events
Hello!
Here is a list of upcoming club events, hope to see everyone there!
April Business Meeting (Tuesday, Apr 12th 2022, 7:30PM - 9:00PM)
This will be an in-person meeting as well as an online meeting and will be open to all club members.
Space at the Greene Turtle is limited to 36 people. In addition to being posted here, an e-mail with the
link to join the meeting will be sent to members on the Business Meetings mailing list the weekend
before the meeting. We need your support and input.
More info can be found at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/412/
Spring Brewery Cruise (Saturday, Apr 30th 2022, 11:00AM - 2:00PM)
Join the Corvette Club of America for our Spring Cruise to Vanish Brewery! Members will meet at the
Harris Teeter in Darnestown to cruise through beautiful backroads, over to Point of Rocks, and to the
brewery in Leesburg. Vanish Brewery is known for their beer, wine, cider, good food, and live music!
Lunch will include many possibilities: oysters (from Nomini Bay Oysters), burgers, BBQ, pizzas, and
many more delicious options.
More info can be found at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/427/

37th Annual Olney Days Parade and Car Show (Sunday, May 1st 2022, 1:30AM - 4:00PM)
Event info can be found at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/426/

Brightview Fallsgrove Corvette Invitational (Saturday, May 14th 2022, 11:00AM - 2:00PM)
The staff at Brightview Senior Living, Fallsgrove invite you to share your Corvette and enjoy a
cookout with the residents on May 14th. This is now an annual event for our club, and always a great
time!
This is an opportunity for you to share your love of Corvettes with the residents and their families and
for them to take some great photos together. Cars can start arriving as early as 11:00 AM for donuts
and coffee. The free cookout lunch will start at 12:00 PM. There will also be a performer playing.
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Residents will vote on the Community Favorite Corvette, a panel of 5 judges will choose Best in
Show, and trophies will be awarded at 1:30 PM.
More info can be found at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/423/

Devin
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Corvettes At Carlisle - August 25-27, 2022
By Bob Atwell
It is Spring of 2022 which means car shows and for me “Spring Carlisle” with the start of the Carlisle
Events season. Spring Carlisle is a blast with all kinds of cars, car parts mixed with just plain stuff for
sale. This year it is April 20-24 rain or shine!!
“Corvettes at Carlisle” in August (25-27 this year) is really an important event for Corvette Club of
America as we have had the same prime spot for over 10 years. In the beginning we had no problem
with Carlisle Events providing a large tent for us which is a great thing to have in late August. As with
many things, the requirements for getting a tent have changed. This is the important part – we need
at least 25 Corvettes registered before July 11th, 2022 in order for them to provide a tent for CCA.
As of March 30th we had 14 members successfully registered. Not bad, but we need more. Please go
to Carlisle Events.com and register for the Corvettes at Carlisle weekend “Fun Field.“ When
registering pick “Corv Club of America” in the drop down Corvette Club box on the registration page,
pay your money (you also get a 10% discount) and they will send you a window sticker that will let
you come and go as you please. This also gets you admission for 2 people for the weekend and of
course parking in the CCA area.
Please check your calendar and make plans soon for this super fun weekend with thousands of your
new Corvette friends! If you have a question email me at carlisle@vette-club.org and I will do my best
to help.
Bob
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National Corvette Caravan 2024
Submitted by Van Vander Haar
Words: Mariah Hughes

Notes and Photos: Van Vander Haar

From the winter edition of the NCM’s America’s Sports Car magazine
Often referred to as the world’s largest moving automotive event, the National Corvette Caravan is a
celebration of America’s Sports Car., culminating in Bowling Green, Kentucky for the anniversary
celebration of the National Corvette Museum. Hosted once every five years, the next event is slated
for August 29-31, 2024 and will mark the Museum’s 30 th Anniversary.
The 7th Corvette Caravan will once again allow for regional caravans to form and join others as they
travel across the United States, ultimately meeting in Bowling Green for 3 days of festivities at the
Museum.
Although the itinerary of the event is not yet available, and registration is not set to open until the fall
of 2023, we do encourage you to start clearing your calendar for the 2024 Caravan. Events manager,
Bryce Burklow, states, “We expect this caravan and our 30th Anniversary to be our biggest so far, with
tons of once-in-a-lifetime opportunities and unique and exciting events. You won’t want to be the one
to miss out.”
Joining a caravan is a great way to travel across the country and visit places you would not normally
get to go, all the while traveling with like minded enthusiasts to the home of the Corvette. Let the
captains be your guide and plan the trip for you. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the drive in America’s
Sports Car.
Leading the fleet of thousands of Corvettes coming “home” to Bowling Green will be the National
Chair and Overall Caravan Captain, Frank Sancineto.
Sancineto, a New York native and current North Carolina resident, has been involved with the
National Corvette Caravan for more than 20 years. After a visit to Bowling Green in 2000, Frank
decided to become a Lifetime Member of the NCM. In 2001, Frank met Queen City Corvette Club
member, Paul Mariano, who convinced him to volunteer as a captain for the 2003 Corvette Caravan.
Since 2003, Sancineto has also captained the 2009, 2014, and 2019 Carolina and Virginia Caravans.
When asked what his favorite part of being a Caravan Captain is, Frank replied, “I’ve enjoyed not only
being a part of the Museum’s caravan journey over the years, but I also cherish the time for fellowship
and the friendships made with other Corvette enthusiasts.”

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2022 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

The Corvette Courier

March 2022

Page 7

Frank, a member of RTP Corvettes in Raleigh, North Carolina and an associate member of Queen
City Corvette Club, encourages you to become a part of the 2024 Caravan because of the opportunity
to “meet so many new and different people while also getting to be around Corvette owners that are
the friendliest people out there.”
If you have yet to participate in a Corvette Caravan, Frank states that, “The Museum and the
Caravans have come a long way. We would like to see the 30th Anniversary bring in a new generation
of Corvette owners, so they can see what we are like as a Corvette family.
Frank is still seeking regional Caravan Captains. If you are interested in becoming a captain or have
questions about the Caravan, you can contact Frank at nationalchair2024@gmail.com or call
919-604-6978.
To find your regional Caravan Captain, scan the QR code above. To stay up to date on event
happenings, sign up for the Museum’s eNews, and follow National Corvette Caravan on Facebook to
meet and interact with others who will be participating. We hope to see you in 2024.
The 2024 Corvette Caravan
NOTE: I will be periodically publishing information regarding the activities proposed for the 2024
Caravan in future editions of the Courier. I have been on the last two Caravan’s, and each one is
amazing. The Museum puts on a great event with seminars, videos, displays and other presentations
to keep everyone entertained at the highest levels. The Museum also sets up events along the
Caravan routes, such as the luncheon at the Biltmore on the way to North Carolina, and a stop
overnight in Charlotte NC to get some track time at Charlotte Motor Speedway on the way to the
Museum. Frank also coordinates with different hotels to have caterers at the overnight locations to
provide food for the participants. Van

2014 – Signing the Caravan banner

2014 – Lunch at the Biltmore
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2014 – Corvettes on the road & the Police and Dale Earnhardt Vette escorts

2014 Vettes at Charlotte Motor Speedway and Hendrick’s Motorsports

2019 Corvettes as far as you can see.

Corvettes at Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet
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Corvette Ramblings
Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

Our newsletter cover photo this month comes to us from Richard Prince. Needless to say, there is a
lot of history in this great photograph. Richard wrote the included comments below before the Sebring
races. It has been long enough since the beginning of this month that I am not too concerned about
being a spoiler. Since one function of the Corvette Courier is providing a record of the history of the
club, and since Sebring represented a significant change for Corvette Racing, I’ll be providing the
Corvette Racing view of these two races. In the meantime, here are Richard’s comments on the
photo since he serves as an unofficial but very significant historian for Corvette Racing. The photo is
his but the corny cover page title was mine.
Richard Prince
March 18 at 5:31 AM
In a world where instant gratification is expected - even demanded - by many, there remain a
few precious things that cannot be had immediately. One of these is a proud heritage. Sebring
International Raceway was established in 1950 on the runways and roadways of Hendricks
Field, a United States Army Air Forces facility that served as a heavy bomber training base for
B-17 Flying Fortress and B-24 Liberator pilots during World War II. As such, Sebring is the
oldest permanent road racing facility in North America, and the birthplace of American
endurance racing. For more than seventy years the best teams, drivers, and manufacturers in
the world have come here to test themselves against what many regard as sports car racing's
most difficult challenge. Today we are on the threshold of two great events, the WEC 1000
Miles of Sebring and the IMSA Mobil 1 12 Hours of Sebring, and as always this prompts
reflection. Corvettes raced - and won - at Sebring for the first time in 1956. Over the
intervening years dozens of teams and hundreds of drivers in Corvettes and other
Chevrolet-powered cars have earned their place in this venerated track’s illustrious history.
When they give it their all today and tomorrow the men and women of Corvette Racing stand
on the shoulders of giants as they proudly carry on a tradition some seven decades in the
making. Winning is of course the goal, but as always it’s the second most important thing. We
are all part of this story, so please join me in praying that everyone here remains safe and
healthy throughout and beyond. @corvette @corvetteracing @teamchevy @sebring
@sebring12hour @mobil1racing @fiawec_official @imsa_racing @siriusxm @chevrolet
@richardprincephoto @richardprincephotography
The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2022 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

The Corvette Courier

March 2022

Page 10

Sebring this year represented a new era for Corvette Racing. Rather than having a two car team, one
Corvette will be running in the full World Endurance Championship and one will be running in the
International Motor Sports Association Weathertech Sportscar Championship. Sebring was also
special since it is the only time during the year that WEC and IMSA have events at the same facility
on the same weekend. Here is a brief report from Corvette Racing on the two races at Sebring.
CORVETTE RACING AT SEBRING: Runner-Up in WEC Opener
Milner, Tandy take hard-earned, well-deserved second to start full-season campaign
SEBRING, Fla. (March 18, 2022) – Corvette Racing made quite the impact in its first race as a full-time entrant in
the FIA World Endurance Championship on Friday with a runner-up GTE Pro finish for Tommy Milner, Nick Tandy
and the No. 64 Mobil 1/SiriusXM Chevrolet Corvette C8.R in a rain- and storm-shortened 1,000 Miles of Sebring.
Three red-flag sessions impacted the race, the final two coming inside the 70 minutes for continuous lightning and
inclement weather in the vicinity of Sebring International Raceway. Milner was in the midst of a double-stint to the
end when the race stopped just outside the five-hour mark. He enjoyed a five-second gap to Richard Lietz’s
Porsche in third place and was about 35 seconds behind class leader Michael Christensen.
The second red flag turned into a safety-car period, which brought Milner right on the rear of Christensen’s car.
Unfortunately for Corvette Racing, the third and final red flag came only minutes after with officials halting the
race.
The Corvette C8.R led early with a strong opening double-stint from Tandy and his durable Michelin tires. In his
opening two hours, Tandy set the fastest race lap – which he bettered twice later in the event – in the first two
hours before handing off to Milner. He led for a significant portion of his stint and by as much as 24 seconds, even
while running his second stint with used left-side tires and new right-side tires, before the race’s first red flag for a
heavy accident for one of Toyota’s Hypercars.
The stoppage wasn’t helpful to the team’s tire strategy for the end of the race. On the restart, the GTE Pro field
was mired in traffic with Milner getting hit from behind by an LMP2 car. The contact knocked the driver’s side door
on the Corvette askew, and the team lost time getting the door to relatch when Milner stopped for a change back
to Tandy with 3:15 left.
The Corvette moved back up to second when one of the Porsches had a pit-stop issue of its own. Tandy swapped
back over to Milner with 1:45 left with the American holding off a challenge from Richard Lietz in the 91 Porsche
before the red flag.
The next round of the FIA World Endurance Championship is the Six Hours of Spa on May 5-7. It will be Corvette
Racing’s second straight appearance at historic Spa-Francorchamps.
TOMMY MILNER, NO. 64 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – SECOND IN GTE PRO: “It
definitely was a weird race with the red flags. The first one really hurt us and put us on the back foot a little bit with
strategy. The second one probably was going to help us slightly to help us close the gap to the leader. They still
had an advantage on fuel. I don’t know if they were holding back on pace to go two laps longer than us or what it
was. All things said, I was really happy with second place. Nick did an awesome job at the start. He was really,
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really fast. My first double-stint was going OK until the first red flag. We were really sitting ducks big-time there
with the other cars on newer tires. My last stint felt a lot better. I was able to hold the 91 off and stay ahead of him.
That was the race for second on the podium. We’re happy with that.”
NICK TANDY, NO. 64 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – SECOND IN GTE PRO: “I’m really
pleased with the start of our season. At one point, it looked like things could be turning south pretty quickly. But in
the end, we’ve come out with a podium and second-place finish. More importantly, this was a competitive
showing. I’m very pleased with the team, the car, the work we’ve been doing with Michelin and everything else.
Today the luck didn’t play out in our favor. We had a good strategy with double-stinting tires; we were a bit
off-sequence on fuel strategy and the red flag hurt us. At that point, it looked like we could be fighting for fourth. To
finish up P2 is a very pleasing start. We can be confident going ahead Spa and proud of what we’ve done this
week.”

CORVETTE RACING AT SEBRING: What a Win!
Garcia, Taylor, Catsburg, No. 3 Corvette C8.R take 12th victory in 12 Hours
SEBRING, Fla. (March 19, 2022) – Corvette Racing made it a dozen victories in the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of
Sebring on Saturday, the first victory in America’s oldest sports car race for the mid-engine Chevrolet Corvette
C8.R.
Antonio Garcia, Jordan Taylor and Nicky Catsburg teamed for the landmark win with the No. 3 Mobil 1/SiriusXM
Corvette in the second round of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. The trio combined to led 247
laps or 913.9 miles for Corvette Racing’s first Sebring 12 Hours win since 2017 and 12th since 2002.
It also marks the first win for the GTD PRO-spec Corvette C8.R in its second race as part of the new class. The
result goes along with a runner-up GTE Pro finish for Tommy Milner and Nick Tandy in Friday’s 1,000 Miles of
Sebring for the FIA World Endurance Championship.
“Congratulations to Antonio Garcia, Jordan Taylor, Nicky Catsburg and everyone on the No. 3 Corvette C8.R
team,” said Jim Campbell, Chevrolet U.S. vice president, Performance and Motorsports. “Winning in class for the
12th time at the 12 Hours of Sebring is the result of great driving, race strategy and execution of pit stops. The
Corvette C8.R’s 5.5-liter, flat-plane V-8 engine delivered the right combination of performance, reliability and
efficiency throughout the race.
“This win is even more special thanks to the support of so many Corvette owners and fans at the track and around
the world,” Campbell added. “This has been a great weekend with a runner-up class finish in the World
Endurance Championship on Friday and now this win in IMSA. I’m proud of everyone at Corvette Racing and our
technical partners at Mobil 1 and Michelin.”
The No. 3 Corvette also won the Sebring round of the Michelin Endurance Cup – a championship consisting of
Sebring, the Rolex 24 At Daytona, Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen and Petit Le Mans. Points were awarded at the
four-, eight- and 12-hour marks.
Corvette Racing wasted little time going to the front in the race. Garcia set the table from the beginning as he
advanced from his third-place starting position to the head of GTD PRO. He passed six cars in his opening two
hours before handing off to Taylor for an impressive three-hour run.
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Catsburg drove an equally stirring three hours, 18 minutes in the middle of the race. He soldiered through four
full-course caution periods and enjoyed a highlight-reel battle with Pfaff Motorsports’ Matt Campbell for the GTD
PRO lead at the seven-and-a-half-hour mark. The two raced side-by-side for three corners before Catsburg pulled
ahead.
That left Taylor to drive one stint before Garcia closed with a triple-stint to score the victory.
Corvette Racing engineers dedicated significant time at a February test to gain a better understanding of the
performance and degradation levels of the GTD Michelin tires, which are different than what the team has used in
past seasons. That combined with more than 51,000 racing miles across the familiar bumps around the 3.7-mile,
17-turn Sebring circuit was the right combination.
Corvette Racing’s next event in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship is April 8-9 at the Long Beach
(Calif.) street circuit.
ANTONIO GARCIA, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – GTD PRO WINNER: “We had to
carry on after Daytona and do all we can. There we didn’t have the pace and little issues we had put us back and
out of contention. The main thing here was to stay up front, don’t make any mistakes and have no failures that
would set us back. That was the first goal. I was the first guy surprised about our pace. We started seventh and
slowly started to make our way through. I wasn’t expecting to be leading after the first stop. I thought our car was
the best during the day and when it was as warm as possible. I was a little bit afraid of the rest of the field at night.
It seemed like everything was switching on for them, the track would go toward them and maybe all the advantage
we had went away a little bit. It was up to us to control the pace and keep the gap. If we had been in a situation to
catch another car, it would have been difficult. It was perfectly executed by everyone at Corvette Racing, good
strategy and amazing drives by Jordan and Nicky.”
ON 12TH WIN FOR CORVETTE RACING AT SEBRING: “It’s amazing. I said before the race that whenever you
come to Sebring in a Corvette, it is always a good feeling. You know something good is going to happen. In the
end and having the pace or not having pace, there is still a Corvette factor. It’s the best team to be on when you
race here. I’m very happy with that.”
JORDAN TAYLOR, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – GTD PRO WINNER: “Daytona
was frustrating for us. We lacked pace there and had a mechanical issue in the middle of the night. We learned a
lot after that and used it as a test session. That really helped us here. Zero issues around here is a big feat in
itself. Twelve hours at Sebring is tougher than 24 at Daytona or Le Mans. It’s a big accomplishment for the team.
We won Daytona and the championship last year, so it’s nice to get another major endurance race for the C8.R
and start our championship fight again.”
HOLDING THE LEAD THROUGHOUT: “I was surprised how quick we were. I think we were quick in clean air. If
we had been stuck behind guys, it would have been difficult for us to get ahead. Once we got to the front, the
name of the game was to maintain our track position whether it be saving fuel and extending windows or saving
tires. The guys nailed the strategy and kept us out front all day. That’s what really won us the race.”
IMPORTANCE OF FEBRUARY TIRE TEST: “That was big for us. If we showed up here with no test time or setup
and development for this track, we would have been out to lunch. Two days here of testing with the guys doing the
development and going back and doing their homework really made our weekend.”
NICKY CATSBURG, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – GTD PRO WINNER: “Daytona
is a lot about going in a straight line on the banking. This was difficult for us. Sebring was always going to be a bit
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easier. At the start of the weekend, we really struggled. We got a little break which definitely helped us and
brought us back into contention, but it wasn’t easy. Not at all… definitely not. I was struggling on the tires in the
middle of the race. It was tough. You never know where you really are until the race. In practice, you don’t know
what people are doing in terms of fuel loads, qualifying runs or race runs. It’s difficult to say how much we picked
up.”
GETTING THE CORVETTE BACK UP FRONT MID-RACE: “We stuck to our initial plan. We didn’t try anything too
crazy. The Lexus and Porsche were going out of sequence but we always stuck to our original plan. It worked out
well.”
IMPORTANCE OF FEBRUARY TIRE TEST: “That was huge. It was a huge role. We are still quite new to this tire
and to this class. The team had two really good days here. They learned a lot and turned the car around. If we
hadn’t done that, we would have had to do it here this week and we probably wouldn’t have won the race. It made
a lot of sense.”

There is not much news yet on the two racing related trips that I’m planning for this year. I’ve
mentioned them in earlier Rambling articles. I’m planning on attending the NCM Le Mans Race
Weekend (June 11 & 12) to hopefully enjoy this year’s Le Mans 24 with many more Corvette Racing
fans than we had last year. The second event will be the IMSA Sports Car Grand Prix at the
Canadian Tire Motorsports Park in Ontario, Canada. This is a race on the IMSA schedule (July 1 - 3).
Both trips will be a week long. For me they are a chance for some sightseeing, long trips in my
Corvette, and hanging out with Corvette Fans and the Corvette Racing team (if only virtually for the
Le Mans race). The NCM is about 670 miles one way and CTMP (Mosport) is a little over 550 miles
one way. At the moment only one person has shown interest in the Canada trip. Bob Atwell is
planning on joining me on the CTMP trip and we have done this one together several times.
At this particular moment there is no confirmation that either of these trips will be possible. The NCM
Le Mans Viewing depends on the ACO agreeing to provide the full video feed of the race to the NCM
and, as of now, the NCM has not opened up registration for the event. The Mosport race could also
have a snag this year because tickets for the Corvette Corral have not gone on sale yet. There is a
rumor that the corral may be moved from its traditional location at turns 9 & 10 on the inside of the
track to the hilltop above the start/finish line on the outside of the track. Moving the location could
create some problems for the fans and even some problems for the volunteers needed to staff the
corral. A change in the corral location will certainly be a bit of a risk in addition to a change. Tradition
is certainly a powerful thing. I expect the problems with both events will be worked out by early May
and I’ll have another update on the trip plans at that point. If you think you might be interested in
joining us on either of these trips send me an email at newsletter@vette-club.org and I will make sure
you get the details as they become available.
Coming up this weekend (April 8 - 12) we have the IMSA WeatherTech Acura Grand Prix of Long
Beach. Street racing at the IMSA level is very different. It is certainly an unpredictable event for the
teams. Weird things happen. It is not at all similar to an endurance race and I, personally, find all
aspects of endurance racing more interesting. But if you have not seen a sprint style street race you
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need to do it. TV coverage will be Saturday, 5 - 7PM ET on both the USA and Peacock networks here
in the U.S. For a little extra pressure in this street race, we only have a single Corvette entered. More
information on the race is available at IMSA.com.
Our other Corvette Racing Team car was packed up at Sebring and is on the way to Belgum for the
WEC race at Spa on May 7th. Needless to say, this new approach of running a single car in both the
IMSA and WEC series has increased the logistics burden on the team! Go Jake!!
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Competition Report
Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross

I want to thank all those who voted for me in the Rolling Route 66 Visual Car Show. I won the class
by a wide margin and finished a distant fourth overall.
In case, you didn’t know, we have secured a new location for two autocross events this year. We will
be using the Bowie BaySox stadium parking lot on June 26th and October 30th. Volunteers,
especially for setup/takedown will be a vital part of this year’s events. We will need to get the
necessary equipment from our storage unit on Saturdays to bring to the Sunday event in order to be
at the location by 7 am. If there is someone out there who has a pickup truck and is willing to pickup
and return our autocross stuff for the events, please contact me at competition@vette-club.org
By the time of this report, the HPDE season will have started. There are plenty of local track events
available and for those who are interested and would like more information how and where to start,
please contact me and I will be happy to help. As an instructor, there is one tip I highly recommend to
those using rental cars for track days. Rent them from the event organizer. Your ordinary rental car
from the normal agencies will not cut it. They are not properly prepared to handle a normal track day
and could put you at risk while on track. So if not renting from the event organizers, do the necessary
preparations to your car. As I mentioned above, if you need assistance, contact me and I can provide
you with a list of things needed for you to enjoy a track day event.
Bill
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Membership Update
Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816
www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers
● 183 current memberships (97 local, 79 long-distance, 7 honorary)
● 3 renewals from March 1, 2022 to March 31, 2022
● 6 new memberships from March 1, 2022 to March 31, 2022
New Memberships
Name

Location

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

Herb & Janet S.
Doreen M. & Marc S.
Sophie F.
Jeffrey & Jeff D.
Greg & Lea Ann S.
James & Pamela R.

Malvern, PA
Cabin John, MD
Baldwin, MD
Hampden, MA
Cedar Falls, IA
Sewickley, PA

1962 Red
2016 Blue Z06
1976 White / Red Int.
?
1959 Conv & 2022 Z51
2022 Blue Z51

Insurance Agent
CCA Website
Other Website
Facebook
CCA Website
Wright Chevrolet

03/02/2022
03/10/2022
03/12/2022
03/13/2022
03/22/2022
03/30/2022

To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
Information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS

1956 Daytona Trophy Presented to Betty Skelton
As we celebrate Women in History Month, there are
those in the Corvette world who immediately come to
mind, such as Dollie Cole, Elfi Arkus-Duntov, Donna
Mae Mims, and most recently, Racing Program
Manager, Laura Klauser. In going through our
collection of artifacts though, Betty Skelton’s trophy
stood out as a great object for this Artifact of the
Month installment.
First Lady of Firsts
Known as “The First Lady of Firsts” and “The Fastest
Woman on Earth” Betty Skelton was born in
Pensacola, Florida in 1926. She took an interest in
airplanes very early in her childhood. By the age of
eight, after years of watching aircraft from the
Pensacola Naval Air Station from her backyard, Betty
told her parents that she wanted to be a pilot. Her
parents began taking her to the local municipal airport where Betty would hop a ride with any pilot that
would take her. During these flights she met Navy Ensign Kenneth Wright who would teach her to fly.
Ensign Wright let Betty take the controls of his plane when she was only 12 years old! On her 16th
birthday, Betty would make her first legal solo flight, which would lead her to become one of the most
successful female pilots in both aerobatic flight and in setting speed records.
After an amazing career in aviation, Betty moved to North Carolina and would meet Bill France, the
legendary founder of NASCAR. Bill would convince Betty to drive at the Daytona Speed Weeks
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where, from 1954 to 1955, she would set numerous records. In 1956, Betty would find herself working
at the Campbell-Ewald advertising firm for General Motors’ Chevrolet Division. She was GM’s first
female technical narrator at auto shows and appeared in television and print ads. She continued
driving and returned to Daytona in a 1956 Corvette specially prepared by Zora Arkus-Duntov and
Smokey Yunick, and ran the flying mile at 137 mph.
Although Betty Skelton was never an astronaut, she was given the respect of an astronaut by most,
including the Mercury Seven. The Mercury Seven were the seven men who would become America’s
first astronauts that flew in all Mercury missions. Betty had met Wally Schirra, one of the Mercury
Seven, in 1948 at a hangar in Pensacola. Wally was impressed by Betty and her capabilities as a
pilot, which he never forgot about. When LOOK magazine wanted to write an article on women being
in space, they worked with NASA to put Betty Skelton through the same tests as the Mercury Seven.
Betty had already accomplished numerous firsts in her career, but as the first woman to pass through
astronaut training, Betty proved that women were just as capable as men, in a rocket or in a Corvette.
Author: Bob Bubnis, Associate Curator at the National Corvette Museum
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/1956-daytona-trophy-presented-to-betty-skelton/

NCM MOTORSPORTS NEWS
New Offering at the NCM Motorsports Park
The NCM Motorsports Park now has a new offering!
The GM Bundle is your chance to drive both a C7
and C8 Corvette! With this bundle, you get four laps
around the track in each car for a grand total of 8
laps!
*C7 Corvettes are manual shift
Book Now
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NCM INSURANCE NEWS
Get Agreed Value Protection with NCM Insurance
Auction month just ended and if prices are any
indication, it’s going to be a great year for those with
a collector vehicle in their garage.
However, rising values can be a double-edged sword
if you don’t have enough insurance on your car and
the unthinkable occurs. If you do not have collector
vehicle insurance to protect your prized possession
now is the time to consider an Agreed Value policy.
With Agreed Value protection, we lock in the value of
the vehicle with no depreciation for the lifespan of the
policy. If a total loss ever happens, the agreed value is what is paid out to you. With no hassle! Most
standard auto companies will offer the value of the vehicle at the time of loss AFTER taking out
depreciation. The best part is our annual premium is often 50% less than standard auto companies.
DID YOU KNOW: We can also insure the upcoming 2023 Chevrolet Corvette Z06? We also insure
ANY collector vehicle, not just Corvettes!
Get A FREE Quote

MUSEUM EVENTS
BASH Registration is now open
Get excited! The registration for the
2022 Michelin NCM Bash is now
open! From April 28 to 30, 2022,
come kickoff the NCM on-site event
season with us! Look forward to a
seminar and classroom sessions by
GM-certified Corvette Technician,
Paul Koerner. Attendants will also be
able to enjoy guided road tours, two
celebrity choice car shows, a
celebrity autograph session,
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auctions, book signings, and a banquet dinner. More details, like the full agenda, are coming soon!
Online registration closes at 9:00 a.m. CT on Friday, April 1. All the awesome Bash activities are open
to event registrants only! Those who register online will receive a hard-card credential, lanyard, event
pin, and dash plaque. Lifetime member registration is $25 per person, member registration is $30 per
person, and non-member registration is $40 per person. There will also be on-site registration
available, but it will be at increased rates! We can’t wait to see everyone at Bash 2022!
Register NOW

Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2022 NCM Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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Trip to Barry’s Car Barn
By Rick Elliott, CCA Vice President
Hello fellow Vette club members. This is your VEEP and I’m going to tell you about a day trip I took
recently with our Club President Neal while the winter weather was still hanging around. I can’t
remember exactly how I came across this place but I’m glad I did.
The place I’m referring to is Barry’s Car Barn in Intercourse, PA.

From where we live in the Maryland suburbs it was just under a 2-hour drive to get there. We had no
clue what vehicles he would have in his collection, but we were pleasantly surprised once we made
our way inside. As you can see from the pics below, he is quite an avid Corvette collector and has a
good mixture of other cars and motorcycles along with a lot of automobilia to look at as you walk
around.
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I didn’t show all the pictures I took for this article, so you’ll have something to look forward to once
you check out this place for yourself or with the Vette Club (hint hint). So, keep an eye out for a future
event email about cruising up there in your Vette to check out his collection and grab something to eat
in Amish country.
Rick
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St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon - Killarney House
March 26, 2022
The “annual” St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon this year turned out to be a great event. Everyone enjoyed
the opportunity to get together again at the Killarney House following a two year postponement due to
Covid-19. We were actually at a club event again! A little over 30 members were able to attend. The
weather was fine for the gathering considering what the weather gods had been doing to us recently.
The food, service, and drink gave us a nice touch of Ireland!
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True Respite Brewing Company happy hour
March 29, 2022 7-9 PM
True Respite Brewing Company in Derwood Maryland holds a special event on the last Tuesday of a
month that has five Tuesdays. The CCA checked it out in March because the attraction is $3 drafts.
We had been to the November event but the consensus was it was far more crowded this time. In
addition to the indoor space, they had a tent out back in the parking lot that held 40 to 50. The
weather was still chilly this time, but it had been too cold in November to even have the tent. By 7PM
it was standing room only. President Neal Atwell showed up with a large selection of pizzas and after
a short delay we managed to snag a small table to put them on. The next opportunity to do this will be
in May. The consensus seemed to be that we need to return but plan on arriving a little earlier in order
to get a couple of tables.
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National Corvette Restorers Society judging meet
By Bob Witten
JUDGEMENT DAY
It was a venture into unexplored territory. I'd never been to a National Corvette Restorers Society
judging meet. The NCRS Mid-Atlantic Chapter held one Saturday, April 2nd at the ZIP Corvette plant
in Mechanicsville, Virginia. As a member, I drove our '65 down to see what it was all about. The
Chapter was also celebrating its 40th anniversary. The cars being judged were, a '66, '99 and '04.
NCRS judges cars in five areas: Interior, Exterior, Chassis, Mechanical and Operation. As it turned
out, they were short of judges and asked for volunteers. Each area requires two judges, so ten per
car, and you must be an NCRS member. My original intent was just to look over judges shoulders and
learn what I could. But I gulped hard and offered to help, explaining that I was no expert and didn't
want to put a car or its owner at any disadvantage by volunteering. Both Chapter Chairman Jim
Moxley and Judging Chair Scott Juergens assured me that I'd be paired with a veteran judge and
provided with the appropriate judging manual and scoresheet. I was hoping for the '66, but got
assigned to do mechanical judging on the 2004 Z06. If you are having your car judged, you must
provide fender covers and may have to remove some pieces to facilitate the inspection, such as
engine shrouds, air cleaners, filters, trunk mats and such. Judges need to have flashlights, mirrors,
magnifying glasses and be prepared to climb under cars and twist into pretzels to find serial numbers,
stampings and identify parts.. The master Judge I was paired up with was Tom Bulluck. I couldn't
have asked for a better partner. He came with vast experience, humor and an eagerness to help me
learn. His first rule: Never touch a car without first asking the owner. It's ok to bend in over a fender, or
peek inside a car for a look at something. In our case, our owner asked to watch our belt buckles
(We'd already pulled shirttails out to cover them) and keep both feet on the floor. No sprawling over
fenders in search of something. Tom said some owners don't want you to touch anything, which can
complicate a judge's work. Second rule: establish the VIN number, build date and mileage. Each item
on the checklist is covered in the Judging manual. This was a great help. For example, the checklist
asks you to check the serial number or barcode on the AC compressor. The Judging manual gives
you a detailed, color picture of the compressor, shows you where to find the number, and gives you
the correct part number or range of numbers to look for. This was great for me as a first timer. I have
heard that judging can get pretty heated if an owner doesn't like what you've done, but this event was
really pretty loose, everyone in a good mood, telling Corvette stories, drinking coffee and munching
on doughnuts. I'm sure it's a bit more tense as you get to the Regional, National or Bloomington Gold
level. NCRS does provide an extensive appeal process if things go that far. My veteran judge said the
underlying idea is to help the owner, not penalize him or her. At one point, the cap on the power
steering pump was not as described in the judging manual, which we noted on the score sheet. At
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another point, the '04's battery was not the original, but the owner had taken the trouble to get an AC
Delco replacement. The scoresheet asked for the serial number on the dipstick (yes, it's that
detailed). I went to reach for it, but Tom stopped me and said, "remember, ask the owner". We did
and he said go ahead. It was the right dipstick. Common sense has to prevail here and you get a feel
for a car as you judge. This car was obviously well cared for, (so clean I was embarrassed at the state
of my car), meticulously detailed and the owner was clearly making an effort to be as correct and
original as possible. You cut a guy some slack when you see that as you go through your list. Again,
your aim is not to penalize, but to instruct. You're looking for completeness, the right parts, codes and
dates, finish and freshness. Tom told me that the owner gets the scoresheet, including our names,
and NCRS numbers, and it becomes part of the record of the car.
ZIP provided lunch: grilled barbecued chicken, mac and cheese, green beans and a slice of 40th
anniversary cake. After lunch, the Operations judging went on..horns blaring, lights flashing, engines
roaring, antennas and headlights going up and down, heaters and AC blowing. We had a good
conversation with our owner, and he thanked us for our work. We made a one point mechanical
deduction for some rust on the exhaust manifold shielding. We don't know what the other judges
came up with, but I'm betting he did well.
A couple of observations: I had always thought that to be an NCRS judge, you had to go through a lot
of training and have vast experience and knowledge concerning Corvettes. It turns out the bar isn't
that high. Any NCRS member can do it, armed with the correct judging manual and teamed with a
veteran. Some, like Tom, become very professional. He is a member of the 200 club, which means he
has judged dozens of cars and increased his knowledge accordingly. You earn points for judging. In
my case, I earned three points on Saturday, one for attending the meet and two for judging. I may
never earn another point, but some members have reached the three and four hundred point level
and higher. Clearly, this is the "total immersion" end of the scale in our Corvette hobby. Many of us
are somewhere else along the line, keeping them in good repair, enjoying car shows, driving and
maybe racing our cars. I appreciate NCRS. It helps preserve the reputation and integrity of our cars,
is a rich font of information, and keeps their value up. My car will never be "numbers matching", but
it's great to drive, go to car shows and fun to be with other Corvette owners. Another thing: We should
be aggressive about bringing young people into our hobby. This was a group of "old guys" getting
together. Seriously! Without younger members, in 10 or 20 years, there may not be an NCRS or even
a CCA. I know this is nothing new to us, but it really hit home when the guy behind me in the lunch
line remarked that he couldn't eat the chicken or the mac and cheese after having had heart surgery.
"I'll have some green beans and a roll", he muttered. In all, a good day, worth the drive and the
madness on the Beltway and 95. At my age, learning something new is always a good thing. I may
not judge a Corvette again, but I'll keep the NCRS as part of my Corvette experience.
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For Sale
For either of these items, please contact Neal at 301-605-4110 or email president@vette-club.org
Black C5 front end cover/mask/bra. Used once and now have a C6. Around $100 new, sell for $40.

C7 Stingray Sto-n-Sho removable license plate bracket (will not fit Z06 or Grand Sport)
but I no longer have the C7 Stingray. New about $84, will sell for $40.

Like new
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Neal Atwell

president@vette-club.org

301-605-4110

Vice President

Rick Elliott

vicepresident@vette-club.org

301-452-4391

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

Jim Streight

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Dealership Liaison

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Brewery, Distillery & Road Tours

Jay Maxwell

tours@vette-club.org

301-948-9481

Carlisle Liaison

Bob Atwell

carlisle@vette-club.org

240-375-3716

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

newsletter@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong

license_plates@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Non-Board Positions

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2022)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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