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President’s Perspective
Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935
Dear Fellow CCA Members,
I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season and a happy New Year.
As I write this note, the year 2021 is winding down. Soon, many of our members’ Corvettes will be put
away under car covers and hooked up to battery tenders for winter hibernation. Here’s to a quick
winter for us in the colder climates!
I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone on our CCA board of directors who helped,
advised, and supported me through the past two years as President. With Covid, the past two years
certainly weren't as I envisioned it would be, but we had some very successful events to end this past
year and I am confident our momentum will carry into the new year.
Neal Atwell takes over the reins as CCA President, and I will take over as Past President on the
board. Neal brings with him club experience and enthusiasm. I’m confident he will do a great job!
At our last business meeting, we held a 2022 event planning meeting. We made significant progress
filling up our club events calendar. We added a lot of outdoor events and cruises with the uncertainty
of local covid restrictions plus many old favorites too.
As we begin to get this new year started, please be sure to stay informed and check our CCA website
for events that will be coming up. Plus, we will continue to email event notifications to members.
I also want to thank all of our CCA members who attended, participated, planned, coordinated and
worked so very hard for all of us to have an enjoyable year together.
Our next business meeting is Tuesday, January 11th at 7:30pm at the Green Turtle in Burtonsville,
Maryland. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. We will continue to offer the meetings
virtually as well for those that are not ready to meet in a group. Your participation and input are
essential to the continued success of our club. Hope to see you there!

Jim
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Upcoming Events & Reminders
Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events
Hello!
Thanks to everyone who participated in our 2022 event planning meeting both in-person and virtually
before last month’s club board meeting. Many great suggestions for events in the new year. Some are
old favorites, and many are new ideas for Corvette friendly events. Plus more club events are being
researched and added. We have had many challenges during the past two years finding venues
whose covid restrictions will allow groups. I am very excited about the prospects for 2022! Here are
some of our upcoming events:
*Event dates may change depending on venue availability and
COVID restrictions
DC Auto Show & Lunch (see below)
Winter Awards Dinner Party - TBD
St. Patrick’s Day Lunch - March 12th
Spring Cruise - March 26th
True Respite Meet and Greet - March 29th
Autocross #1 - April 16th

Our next event will be the DC Auto Show. In the next few days, we will be sending out information
regarding a meetup for members going to the show. Members will meet for lunch before heading to
the show together. For more information, contact Stu Sherman, me, or keep your eye out for future
emails! More information:
CCA Display at the 2022 DC Auto Show
The CCA is planning a display for the 2022 Washington DC Auto Show. We are looking for a few
clean cars (stock or modified) from each generation of Corvette to include in the display. If you are
interested in having your Corvette considered for this display, please fill out one of the following two
forms:
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● If you have a Google account: https://forms.gle/nFagkwZ4S9Yc9Q4q7
● If you do not have a Google account: https://forms.gle/WFLeh9suuq3mes746
The show will be held January 21-30, 2022 at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.
Displayed cars must remain in the Convention Center for the full duration of the show. CCA cars will
be behind a rope barrier and will have assigned security. If your car is selected for this display, you
will receive an exhibitor badge and have the option to staff the CCA display.
Thanks for all your support in 2021! Let's hope 2022 will be an even better year.
See you at one of our many 2022 events!
Devin
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Corvette Ramblings
Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

Happy New Year everyone! As I’m writing this we were hit with some snow here in the Washington,
DC area so it actually looks like winter instead of just feeling like it.
By now you have probably heard about the death of Betty White. That news seemed to travel very
fast. There have been lots of stories about her in the last couple of days. She certainly was an
amazing person. It turns out she has a connection to the CCA too, at least in a Kevin Bacon style “Six
Degrees of Separation” sense. She loved her Cadillacs. The connection with her is not as strong as
our connection to Dick Thompson, for example, but it is certainly possible to create a connection.
That’s the reason one of her Cadillacs appears on the cover of our newsletter this month. Below is a
“map” of our relationship to her. I think it is very fitting that our connection to her is through a car!
Six Degrees of Separation
1. Betty White
Noted “car gal” with a collection of beloved Cadillacs
2. “Parakeet” (aka “Betty”)
Name of her favorite 1977 Seamist green Seville. See newsletter cover.
3. Antique Automobile Club of America Museum, Hershey, PA
Location of “Parakeet” in the permanent collection of the AACA.
4. Nicholas Ferrantino
Houston resident, a CLC Potomac Region member who donated the car.
5. Cadillac & LeSalle Club, Potomac Region
Formerly sponsored by Capital Cadillac which was bought by Sport.
6. Sport Automotive
Sponsor of Corvette Club of America and now also the CLC, Potomac Region.
Here is some more information on the story of Parakeet, or Betty as the car was also known. This is
from a portion of an article by Larry Edsall last year in the January 28, 2021 issue of The Journal, a
daily publication of ClassicCars.com. A link is provided at the end to the full article.
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Much was made recently of actress Betty White’s 99th birthday. But did you know one of her
favorite cars, a 1977 Seamist Green Cadillac Seville she named “Parakeet,” resides at the
AACA Museum in Hershey, Pennsylvania?
The car was a gift from her late husband, television game show-host Allen Ludden. To
celebrate its former owner’s birthday, the museum staff staged a 99th birthday party around
the car.
In an interview in 2010 with The New York Times, the actress said Ludden surprised her with
the car, which she kept until 2002 when she donated it to the Los Angeles Humane Society. A
subsequent owner, Nicholas Ferrantino, donated the car as well, still in original condition, this
time to the museum.
By the way, the actress said she names all her vehicles after birds. She had a yellow Cadillac
named “Canary” and in 2010 was driving a silver Cadillac she called “Seagull.”
Parakeet not only came with custom paint but with an AT&T telephone and a “Betty”
nameplate.
This year, AACA the museum planned another celebration, Betty’s 100th birthday and Parakeet’s
45th birthday. The following is from the current CLC event page. There is a link to it at the end of the
article. As far as I can tell at this point the event is still scheduled to occur.
Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Celebrating Betty White’s 100th Birthday and “Betty’s” 45th
1/16/2022
When: Sunday, January 16, 2022, 5:30 PM
Where: AACA Museum, 161 Museum Dr. Hershey, Pennsylvania 17033
Contact: Christopher Winter
Event Details Celebrating Betty White’s 100th Birthday and “Betty’s” 45th Everyone is cordially invited to
attend a FREE buffet dinner (cash bar available) at the Antique Automobile Club of America
(AACA) Museum in Hershey, PA on Sunday, January 16, 2022, from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM to
celebrate the 100th birthday of the great American icon, Betty White.
The dinner is being sponsored by CLC Potomac Region member Nick Ferrantino of Houston,
TX, who donated Betty’s 1977 Cadillac Seville to the AACA Museum where it is on permanent
display. The car was given to Betty new by her late husband, Password host Allen Ludden.
She named it “Parakeet” and now the car is affectionately called “Betty.” Betty White is
synonymous with television. Many of us will remember her from her roles on The Mary Tyler
Moore Show, Mama’s Family, Password, Match Game, The Golden Girls, Saturday Night Live,
Hot in Cleveland, and many other comedic productions.
To celebrate her work on TV, dinner attendees will be able to participate in re-creations of the
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game shows Match Game and Password. Come join fans of Betty White and “Betty” along with
fellow CLC members, friends of the Museum, and lovers of classic cars. Sunday, January 16,
2022 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM AACA Museum 161 Museum Dr. Hershey, PA 17033
RSVP REQUIRED by end of day Friday, January 7, 2022, to Christopher Winter via email at
cchwinter@cavtel.net
On Monday, January 17, 2022 (Betty White’s actual birthday), a movie tribute will play in
selected theaters nationwide, that day only. Use this link below for more info about the movie:
https://consequence.net/2021/12/betty-white-100th-birthday-documentary-trailer-watch/.
If you are planning on attending the AACA event, I suggest checking this link before making
the trip in case of Covid-19, weather, or any other changes.
https://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/m/event_details.asp?id=1590248
This is a link to the full article above by Larry Edsall.
https://journal.classiccars.com/2021/01/28/betty-whites-parakeet-cadillac-on-display-at-aaca-museum
Here are a few more photos from the AACA museum.
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Her Cadillac was equipped with an AT&T telephone, which in those days would have been an IMTS
phone (Improved Mobile Telephone Service). This was before cellular service existed. It was quite
rare to have a phone equipped car.

In closing, here are a few more web links for things related to this edition of Ramblings.
AACA Museum, Hershey, PA https://www.aacamuseum.org/
National Cadillac & LaSalle Club https://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/
Potomac Region Cadillac & LaSalle Club http://clcpotomacregion.org/
TMZ Obituary for Betty White https://www.tmz.com/2021/12/31/betty-white-dead-dies-golden-girls/
Washington Post Obituary for Betty White
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/betty-white-dies/2021/12/31/628e2326-d610-11e7-a
986-d0a9770d9a3e_story.html
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Competition Report
Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross

Well here’s hoping 2022 brings us some good news about a location to host our autocross events.
As I mentioned last month, we have a couple of places that we have inquired about and were told
they would get back to me in January.
For those of you interested in or already doing track events, now is the time to get your car ready for
the upcoming season. Most shops are not as busy this time of year, so if you are not doing the work
yourself now’s the time to schedule any major work. Parts and tires may take longer these days.
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Membership Update
Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816
www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers
● 175 current memberships (90 local, 78 long-distance, 7 honorary)
● 36 renewals from December 01, 2021 to December 31, 2021
● 8 new memberships from December 01, 2021 to December 31, 2021
New Memberships
Name

Location

John V.
Naples, FL
Thomas B.
Danbury, CT
Ralph B.
Danbury, CT
David R. & David III R. White Plains, MD
Loren M.
Muscle Shoals, AL
Alan G.
Margate City, NJ
Ernest E.
Waldorf, MD
Steven V.
Durham, NC

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

1999 Red Conv.
1960 Red Conv.
1959 Coupe
1999 Red Z51
2022 Grey Z51
1959 Red Conv.
2007 Blue Z06
2015 White Z51

CCA Website

12/13/2021
12/15/2021
12/15/2021
12/23/2021
12/24/2021
12/27/2021
12/27/2021
12/30/2021

CCA Website
CCA Website
Keychain
CCA Website
Web search

To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
Information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS
NCM To Modify Operating Hours

The National Corvette Museum will be seasonally modifying its hours of operation beginning on
November 1, 2021. The Corvette Store will assume the same hours of operation as the Museum. The
National Corvette Museum will remain closed on New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve,
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and Christmas Day. The Stingray Grill will also employ new operating hours beginning November 1,
2021.
Museum and Store Hours:
● November 1 – December 31
○ Monday – Friday 10am – 5pm CT
○ Saturday and Sunday 9 am – 5 pm CT
● January 1 – March 1
○ Monday through Friday, 10 am – 5 pm CT, CLOSED TUESDAY
○ Saturday and Sunday 9 am – 5 pm CT
● March 2 – October 31
○ Monday through Sunday 9 am – 5 pm CT
● Stingray Grill Hours:
● November 1 – December 31
○ Monday through Sunday 10 am – 3 pm CT
● January 1 – March 1
○ Monday through Sunday, CLOSED Tuesday, 10 am – 3 pm CT
● March 2 – October 31
○ Monday through Sunday 10 am – 5 pm CT
Museum Administrative staff, R8C Delivery, and the NCM Insurance Agency will maintain previous
office hours of 8 am – 5 pm CT from Monday to Friday. The NCM Motorsports Park hours of operation
will also remain from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday through Sunday, with extended hours for seasonal and
other special events.
To stay up to date on the latest Museum information, sign up for the Museum’s eNewsletter at
corvettemuseum.org/subscribe.

National Corvette Museum Spared Any Significant Damage During December Storm,
NCM Motorsports Park Receives Damage
During the historic storms on December 11, 2021, the National Corvette Museum was spared any
significant damage. All staff - National Corvette Museum, NCM Motorsports Park, and NCM
Insurance - were reported as safe.
Fifteen hours after the events, the curatorial team verified that all the artifacts and vehicles in the
collection were reported secure. Thirty-six hours after the storm, all individuals with an artifact on loan
to the Museum were notified that their loaned items were not in harm’s way.
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While much of the storm damage was isolated to the Museum’s Amphitheater, the Museum was
closed over the weekend while crews restored power, cleared roadways of debris, and ensured that
our areas were safe once again. We appreciate the calls, e-mails, and check-ins on our staff and
institutions.
Our closure was necessary due to the circumstances, but we apologize for any inconvenience you
may have encountered and appreciate your patience as we work through this unprecedented
situation.
Unfortunately, the NCM Motorsports Park did not have the same fate as the Museum. The
Motorsports Park is temporarily unsafe to welcome guests, and all activities are suspended until
further notice. Insurance adjusters and crews have begun the assessment and clean-up efforts to
help determine our rebuilding plan of the affected areas. UPDATE- On December 28th the NCM
reported that the track itself had been cleared and they were able to hold a guest event.
Our hearts are with those across the Commonwealth who these storms have impacted. Anyone who
wishes to assist the Bowling Green community can learn how to support by visiting bgky.org.

Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2021 NCM Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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A moment in Corvette history with a very close link to the
CCA
By Jon Thorn
There is an event coming up in January that will be interesting to Corvette fans, historians, and even
Corvette Club of America members. The Mecum Kissimmee Auction always draws a lot of interest
but this year may turn out to be truly remarkable. A significant car for the Corvette world is going on
the block and this one has its history closely tied to the CCA.
On the auction schedule it is known as Lot F157. It is one of the many cars from the John Justo
collection. The vehicle is a 1963 Chevrolet Corvette Z06. The car itself is known as “Gulf One.” It is
said to be “the most successful production racing Corvette of the C2 era.” The car was last sold at the
Mecum Kissimmee Auction in 2009. The price at that time was $1,050,000. Mecum estimates for the
sale this time run from $3 million to $3.5 million. It is scheduled to go on the block on Friday January
14th. If you want to follow this live you will need to keep an eye on the Mecum schedule because
times can change. The full auction runs from January 6th to January 16th.

Photo credit: Mecum Auction
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The following highlights were provided as part of the Mecum Auction listing for this 327 cubic inch,
4-speed Sting Ray. According to Vette Vues magazine, “This extraordinary Sting Ray’s historical
significance cannot be overstated. This 1963 Gulf One remains the most highly original of all the
original racing Z06 Sting Rays.”
● The most successful factory-backed production racing Corvette of the C2 era
● 1 of only 14 regular production Corvette serial numbers assigned specifically for competition
● The first of 2 regular production Corvette serial numbers assigned to Yenko Chevrolet
specifically for competition
● Delivered from Yenko Chevrolet directly to Grady Davis, Executive Vice President of Gulf Oil
Research and Development
● The first car prepared with advanced race technology developed specifically for the Z06 and
later adapted for use on the prototype Grand Sports
● Campaigned by Dick 'The Flying Dentist" Thompson
● Class win at the first and only Puerto Rico Grand Prix
● Prepared to FIA rules in January 1963 for the Daytona Continental and Sebring 12 Hours
races
● First in class and third overall at Daytona
● First place overall at the SCCA Presidents Cup at Marlboro, Maryland
● First place overall A/Production class at Danville, Virginia and Road America
● Extensive restoration to how it appeared at the Sebring 12 Hours race
● NCRS Special Interest Award 1993 Cypress Gardens Florida
● Bloomington Gold 1994 Special Collection Victory Lane
● Corvettes at Carlisle Chips Choice Award
● Bloomington Gold 2009 Special Collection Grand Finale
● Inducted in 2013 into Bloomington Gold Great Hall
● 2013 Greenwich Concours d'Elegance Best Competition Car
● Unique fender flares
● Fuel-injected 327 CI V-8 engine
● Muncie 4-speed transmission
● Positraction rear differential
● Two-bar finned aluminum knock-off wheels
● Modified fuel filler
● Running lights
● Plexiglass windows
● Manually-operated headlights
● Rear deck-mounted fiberglass brake cooling scoops
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● Special hood designed to improve airflow through and over the front end
● Grady Davis Gulf letters to Don Yenko and Zora Duntov
● Extensive ownership history
You will notice that this car was driven by the CCA’s Dr. Dick Thompson and that his many victories
were a significant contribution to the car’s history. You will also notice that his wins at Marlboro and
VIR were right in our own backyard.

There is a lot of information available on the web if you want to dig further into this auction, the car, its
history and even on Dick Thompson. I suggest starting with the following https://www.mecum.com/lots/FL0122-487358/1963-chevrolet-corvette-z06-gulf-one/
https://vette-vues.com/1963-corvette-z06-gulf-one-mecum-auction/
https://www.amazon.com/CORVETTE-Guide-History-Automobile-ebook/dp/B015LH8AYE
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CCA Charity activity – University of Maryland Endowment
By Jon Thorn with W. Kelly Ryan
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As many are aware, the CCA has a long, proud history of charitable support and giving back to the
community. The Board of Directors generally has a long term relationship with each of the charities
we are able to support. Information on the overall picture is available on our website at
https://www.vette-club.org/charities/.
The last couple of years have been difficult for us as a non-profit social club. It has been difficult on
many hundreds of for-profit businesses as well. The limit on our activities due to Covid-19 has
restricted our ability to raise funds to support our charitable activities.
We just recently received the latest report on the Corvette Club of America Student Award Fund at
the University of Maryland. I’d like to use this opportunity to provide a little more information on the
endowment than you will find listed on the club website.
At the beginning of 1999 the CCA Board of Directors decided to establish an endowment to provide
financial assistance to students in the Department of Mechanical Engineering. This was well before I
became a CCA member in 2006. One goal was to create a lasting connection between the CCA and
the University of Maryland’s A. James Clark School of Engineering. An endowment would provide a
lasting source of income to help a mechanical engineering student each year. The foresight, and
frankly courage, of the Board of Directors in 1999 was remarkable. After all, we are just a car club
and with any club it is normal for members to come and go. But the CCA is not just a normal club and
one example is our recent establishment of Honorary Membership for members who have had 30
years of continuous paid membership.
The University controls all investment decisions in the fund and selects the student who will annually
benefit from the fund. No disbursements were made from the fund until the balance was above ten
thousand dollars. To provide some history, I am including the endowment report from November
2012. While the endowment was started in 1999, you will see that the balance remained below ten
thousand dollars until 2010. Essentially, it took the club a decade to get to the point where the
endowment could directly help a student.
FISCAL YEAR 20I2 ENDOWMENT REPORT Corvette Club of America Student Award Fund
Original Donor(s): Corvette Club of America
Current Endowment Contact(s): Corvette Club of America
History and Purpose: Established in January 1999 by the Corvette Club of America. The
income shall be used to provide annual support for student awards in the Department of
Mechanical Engineering in the A. James Clark School of Engineering.
Account: 91140574
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Financial Summary:
Fiscal Year '12 Market Value - $11,044
Fiscal Year '11 Market Value - $11,738
Fiscal Year '10 Market Value - $10,177
Fiscal Year '09 Market Value - $5,920
Fiscal Year '08 Market Value - $7,648
Here is the 2021 report we have just received on the endowment.
Corvette Club of America Student Award
Account Number: 91140574
Original Donor

Current Contact

Corvette Club of America Corvette Club of America
History and Purpose
The Corvette Club of America established the Corvette Club of America Student Award
in January 1999 to support student awards in the Department of Mechanical
Engineering.
Financial Update
Market Values
Market value is the current worth of the fund’s investment, including realized and
unrealized gains, additions and deductions. Figures are as of June 30 for up to
each of the past three years. A fiscal year is July 1-June 30.
FY21: $26,783
FY20: $22,374
FY19: $23,338
Spendable Income
Spendable income is the amount that is generated by the endowed fund each
year, expressed as a percentage of the fund’s market value, and in support of the
fund’s purpose. Figures are calculated on December 31 of the previous fiscal
year. Fiscal Year 2022 was calculated on December 31, 2020.
FY22: $951
FY21: $959
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Now that the account is well above the minimum threshold we are in a position of having a high
percentage of every donation going directly to aid a student. The big advantage of the endowment is
that it is a gift that keeps on giving. Even though the club has not been in a position to directly
contribute to the endowment for a couple of years, the amount available for the student award is still
close to a thousand dollars each year.
The reason for going into this detail here in the newsletter is to let you know that the Board of
Directors is completely in support of this charitable activity and has been focused on it since 1999.
We have been able to have a student benefit from the award every year since 2012. Our goal now is
to simply increase the amount of the endowment whenever we can.
If you are in a position to help and would like to contribute personally to the endowment, here
is a link to the account at the University of Maryland. As they say, no contribution is too small.
This is a good cause.
https://giving.umd.edu/giving/Fund.php?name=corvette-club-of-america-student-award-fund
Remember that the endowment is a gift that keeps on giving. Even if you only make one donation to
the endowment it will continue to help future students every year.
Here is a short sidebar story that is proof that this really is a small world. Recall that the CCA has no
input into the selection of the award recipient. The student who received the CCA award as a senior
in 2013 had spent his Junior summer as an intern at Pratt & Miller. That’s a name that is familiar to all
Corvette Racing fans.
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RockAuto Newsletter article provided by Van
Save a Little Money and Gasoline

It does not take long working on old cars to realize they have personalities. A
cantankerous, rough running motor unexplainably purrs like a kitten after the car gets
nothing but a thorough wash and wax. It was probably feeling neglected and
unappreciated and just needed some attention. What is unusual is the altruistic car
that looks after the other vehicles in the garage. My youngest daughter's 2010
Hyundai Santa Fe is such a vehicle.
This week, its tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS) warning light turned on while
she was returning from bagpipe practice, but the air pressure in all its tires was
correct. At first I thought a stray radio signal might have caused the TPMS to give a
false alarm, but then I decided to check the tires on my other daughter's 2005
Mustang. The air pressures were consistently 5 lb. low. She will be driving that car all
over town this weekend after coming back from college for the holidays.
I next remembered that winter is here, and I had not yet installed the four snow tires
on my wife's car. She retired in August after working 30+ years for the DEA. She likes
having the snow tires on even if she can now just stay home sipping tea in her rocking
chair during any big storms. Installing snow tires already mounted on their own
wheels took me less than 30 minutes.
My son was drawn to law enforcement like his mom. He became a sheriff's deputy
this year and works the graveyard shift in a battle-scarred 2017 Ford Police
Interceptor Utility (Explorer) that he christened "Watson." My son will not let me touch
Watson. He says the sheriff's office has strict rules about not letting civilians rummage
around under the hoods of squad cars. Maybe when he was growing up, I talked too
fondly about "cop motors" and "cop shocks." He likely fears popping Watson's hood
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and seeing the motor from his mom's '93 Ford Tempo squatting there. (He
overestimates my engine swapping skills.) I will have to trust my son and the motor
pool mechanics to keep tabs on Watson's tire air pressures.
The TPMS light in my daughter's Hyundai turned itself off before I even finished
catching up on maintaining the tires in the family fleet. I am now passing on the
Hyundai's reminder to you. This is a great time to check tire air pressures. Pressure
drops in cold weather. Under inflated tires wear faster. The easiest way to improve
fuel economy is to keep tires properly inflated. A 5 lb. pressure drop could decrease
fuel economy by 1%. That does not sound like much until I remember car companies
are now installing complex start/stop systems to eke out every last percentage point
improvement in fuel economy. Why not save a little money and gasoline.
Thanks for reading and enjoy the holidays!
Tom Taylor,
RockAuto.com
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Jim Streight

president@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Vice President

Neal Atwell

vicepresident@vette-club.org

301-605-4110

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

W. Kelly Ryan

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-601-6045

Dealership Liaison

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Brewery, Distillery & Road Tours

Jay Maxwell

tours@vette-club.org

301-948-9481

Carlisle Liaison

Bob Atwell

carlisle@vette-club.org

240-375-3716

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

newsletter@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong

license_plates@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Non-Board Positions

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2021)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

The Corvette Courier

December 2021

Page 24

Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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