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President’s Perspective

Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935

My home thermometer outside my window is screaming that summer is definitely upon us. If you
have not been out in your Corvette enjoying the beautiful weather, you definitely need to do so! Many
CCA events are starting to happen, and many more are in the planning stages, so be sure to check
out our calendar and watch your email for upcoming events.

Once again, thank you to all who attended the CCA Founders Day cruise-in at Seneca State Park!
We had a very large turn out and a ton of Corvettes. Everyone I spoke to commented that they had a
great time and the BBQ lunch that was complimentary of the club was very tasty.  You will find more
event details and pics later in this newsletter.

Don’t forget we have a club business meeting coming up on Tuesday July 13th 7:30 pm at the Green
Turtle in Burtonsville. It is always important that you attend meetings and events as the club needs
your support and input.

I hope to see some new members at upcoming club events. This is the best way to get to know other
members. Sign up for these events/shows and get involved. The more you do the better the
membership experience is. More great Corvette adventures are ahead.

See you at our next club event!

Jim
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Upcoming Events & Reminders

Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190

www.vette-club.org/events

Hello,

I wanted to start off this month’s newsletter with a recap of the Seneca Creek State Park Founders
Day Picnic that was held earlier in the month.

The event was a huge success, with
about 50 people in attendance. The
weather was good, the food was great
and the people even better! Mission
BBQ catered, and reviews of the event
came back strong. With a private
parking lot, we were able to take the
photo seen to the left. Some would
say the view was even better than the
lakes!
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In addition, we also were able to present this year’s Dick Thompson award to Bill Sandusky. With a
large amount of work being put into the club, this two-time award winner definitely deserves
recognition. Even if rumors place him sometimes driving his GTO instead of his Corvette!

We have some events being planned for later in the year, including our annual car show at Brightview
Assisted Living, and our yearly Toys for Tots Drive. More details will be coming out soon about these
events taking place in the fall.

Plans are starting to come together for our Annual Car Show being held on October 3rd. This event is
always fun, so be sure to stay tuned for more details.

I have recruited a CCA member, Jay Maxwell, who is a local brewery expert to help me select and
coordinate an event for a local meetup in July/August. Waredaca, Lone Oak, True Respite and even a
cidery have been called and we are trying to find the best one! Invites will be released soon.

If anyone has any ideas, or is willing to help plan events please let me know! Any help will be
appreciated.

Devin
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Corvette Ramblings

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

I have a couple of time sensitive notices for you this month. The first is on the USA Today 10Best
Readers Choice Contest for Best Attraction for Car Lovers. The NCM has been entered and the
contest has been going on for a while now. You will find more information on it in this month’s NCM
article later in this issue. The important thing is that the contest ends on Monday July 5th at noon
Eastern Time. This leaves a very short time for you to get your votes in for the NCM. If you have a
chance please enter your votes because the NCM could use the help from us.

The last item is a reminder from Bob Atwell about Corvettes
at Carlisle. If you plan on attending, and we hope that you
can, it is IMPORTANT for the club that you register correctly.
There is a drop-down selection on the Fun Field registration
form to list your club. In our case the entry that we must use
is CORV CLUB OF AMERICA. If you fail to make this
selection the club will not benefit from your attendance. Our
ability to retain our own spot on the Fun Field depends on

having enough entries from the club. As a reminder, Corvettes at Carlisle will be held on August 26 -
28 this year. Full information on the event is located here:
https://www.carlisleevents.com/events/events-detail/index?id=corvettes+at+carlisle

If you register by Monday July 26th you can save 10% on the cost and will be part of their Gate-n-Go
process. “When you Gate-N-Go, we'll send you all applicable paperwork in advance. This way, you
can affix your window sticker at home and drive right onto the grounds and immediately begin having
a great time.”
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Competition Report

Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org

www.vette-club.org/autocross

Bill reported that he had nothing to add for this month’s report. The guy is super modest so I am
standing in for him this one time while wearing my Courier Editor’s hat. I have to admit that I often feel
swamped with things to do and after a dozen years in retirement I do not understand where I found
the time to actually have a job. But Bill is amazing! Devin bragged about him a bit in his “Upcoming
Events” article this month and I am going to add some more to the “Legend of Bill.” There are a
multitude of stories about him and nearly all of them are publishable. A favorite one concerns a group
of us around a table at the Black Flag Brewing Company. The establishment was well located next to
a parking lot at Lincoln Tech that we used for autocross events for several years. Bill had just finished
holding an excellent autocross and we needed a Competition Director for the club. To make the story
shorter, there was much beer involved but the group of us managed to get him to sign a contract on
the back of a beer stained napkin. I don’t know who saved that napkin but Bill has been our
Competition Director ever since.

As Devin mentioned, Bill
was presented with the
2020 Dick Thompson
Award during the picnic
since it was the first
opportunity for the club to
get together in over a year
due to Covid-19. I have a
photo but it requires an
apology. We had beautiful
weather for our picnic but
the full sun outside the
shelter provided too much
backlight for a decent
photo and like an idiot I
had forgotten to bring my
flash.
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Bill wrote up a short article on a trip he took in May but it was too late to get it into the May edition.
Here is what he said about the trip in last month’s newsletter and I’ll follow that up with his article.

The first road trip of the year for me will be May 23 - 26th through parts of southern Virginia
and northeastern North Carolina.  It will be kind of like a one lap of America event with events
at an oval track, dragstrip and finally a road course event.  All will be for fun with no official
timing or standings.

Rallying the back roads of Virginia and North Carolina

This was a three day that included three different style tracks and lots of twisting roads and for the
most part we had good weather.  The pre-event start began at Summit Point Main Circuit.  Our 24 car
group was broken down into four groups of six and were led by some of my fellow Friday at the Track
(FATT) instructors for two sessions of high speed pace laps.   Great way to start the event before
heading to the George Washington Hotel  in Winchester, Va for dinner and lodging.

Day 1 started out with a nice drive out Route 340 south to Skyline Caverns as the first stop and tour
of the caverns.  After leaving there, a brief stop for lunch and then onto Shenandoah Speedway.  The
speedway is a banked oval track and we were allowed to run solo 5 lap sessions.  Just as the last car
finished, it started to rain.  If it had rained earlier, we would not have been allowed on the track.  Okay
what would be next?  How about some twisting back roads that lead to a winery.  After the winery, the
next stop was at the Swannanoa Palace in Afton, Va. Since a few of us had been there before, we
decided to enjoy an extended stay at the winery before heading to the Stonewall Jackson hotel in
Staunton for dinner and our stay for the night.

Day 2 had us start out on the Blue Ridge Parkway with stops at some of the overlooks.  However,
with the rains the night before, most were so foggy we couldn’t see anything.  We did stop at the
Roanoke Star Memorial before lunch at a tavern in Roanoke.  As you finished lunch individually, you
made your way to Black Dog Architectural Salvage & Antiques to shop around.  This place was on
the DIY network.  The show was called “Salvage Dawgs”. From here, the group headed to the Motor
Mile Drag Way near Radford, Va.  Upon arrival, we found out the EMT ambulance did not show up so
we were not allowed to do this event.  Due to Covid, the local EMT service had been dissolved and
the closest ambulance was an hour away.  Being rally people, we pulled out a local map and found
some winding roads leading to our hotel for the evening in Wytheville, Va.

Day 3 would include more back roads leading us to the Simpson Funeral Museum in Chatham, Va.
This turned out to be a very interesting place as the museum itself was the first funeral home in
Chatham in the late 1800’s.  We then headed out toward South Boston, Va to a plantation with a
tavern for lunch.  From there, we headed into North Carolina with a stop in Littleton, NC to a
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paranormal museum ( the owner was in hospital so it was closed) then to the final race track.  With
the museum being closed, we were able to unload at the hotel in Roanoke Rapids before heading to
NCCAR.  NCCAR stands for North Carolina Center for Automotive Research and does a lot of testing
and development for the automotive industry.  Their 2-mile track can be run in either direction
(clockwise or counter clockwise).  The track was set up counter clockwise for us which made it an
easier entry into the first turn.  Myself and another rally member have been on this track before so we
led two groups on parade laps before any hot laps. Each hot lap group had 30 minutes of track time
and a few of us enjoyed some really spirited lead follow laps.

Lastly,  I will be doing another rally in July to raise money for MS.  We will be on the back roads in the
Great Lakes area and there will be an article from that event too.  If you would like to make a
tax-deductible donation to help defeat this terrible disease here is the link:
www.classy.org/team/267882
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As Bill mentioned at the end of his the leadin to this article, he will be off on a major rally for this year
in July. It is a fundraising effort for multiple sclerosis. You can find more information on the event here:
https://www.classy.org/event/rally-north-americas-great-lakes-rally/e255856 and on his Team Stingray
here: www.classy.org/team/267882. It is a worthy cause and I know Bill would be grateful if you
can make a donation.
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Membership Update

Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816

www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers

● 162 current memberships (100 local, 60 long-distance, 2 honorary)
● 2 renewals from June 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021
● 3 new memberships from June 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021

New Memberships
Name Location Corvette Referrer Join Date

David B. Sequim, WA 2016 Red CCA Website 06/25/2021
Albert S. Toms River, NJ 2021 Shadow Gray CCA Website 06/17/2021
Debbie W. Lubbock, TX 2019 Bright Red CCA Website 06/02/2021

Membership & Renewal Information

The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.

If you were or are in your renewal period and unsure whether to renew at this time given the
circumstances, that’s not a problem. Just hang on to your final e-mail notice and you can return at
any time by clicking on the renewal link and your dues will still be $50 a year starting on the date you
rejoin.

* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS

NCM Named Must-See Car Museum In The U.S.

VOTE NCM Best Attraction For Car Lovers !

Voting ends July 5th at noon ET.  Get your votes in!

Each year, USA TODAY holds its 10Best Readers’ Choice Awards! A panel of experts and 10Best
editors choose twenty nominees for each category and then allow readers to cast votes and narrow it
down to the best ten! Last year, the National Corvette Museum won the first-place spot in the 2020
USA TODAY 10Best Readers’ Choice travel award contest for Best Attraction for Car Lovers. The
Museum was nominated again for 2021 and voting is now live on the 10Best website! 

View the Complete List
Vote early and vote often (once per day per device)
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MUSEUM EVENTS

27th Anniversary Celebration Open

This year, the National Corvette Museum will be celebrating its 27th anniversary. The 27th
Anniversary Celebration will be held Thursday, September 2nd through Saturday, September 4th, and
online registration is now live! Anniversary registration is $20 for Lifetime members, $25 for members,
and $35 for non-members. The deadline for online registration is Friday, August 14th.  Early
registration includes a hard card badge, lanyard, event pin and dash plaque. Registered attendees
can look forward to enjoying three fun days full of activities in and around the Museum! These include
interesting road tours, video presentations, raffles, and even more! There is also an option to attend
the Anniversary Celebration virtually where registrants will have access to a virtual feed of the
seminars and presentations.

Register Now
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Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/

NCM Corvette Racing Weekend at the
AACA Museum

Today, registration for the October 15th
and 16th NCM Corvette Racing Weekend
at the AACA Museum is live! Those who
decide to go on this trip will enjoy a
weekend full of great food and Corvette
racing activities in Hershey,
Pennsylvania. There will also be special
guests in attendance including: Doug
Fehan, Tommy Milner, and David James
(DJ). Friday the 15th, attendees can
participate in the Poker Run. Participants
will pick cards for their poker hand at
various locations during the run, and

winners are announced at that evening’s dinner. Saturday is Corvette Racing Day which includes a
Corvette Racing Q&A Session with Doug and Tommy, Corvette Racing memories from DJ,
memorabilia auction, and more!

Register NOW

Le Mans Race Weekend Viewing Party Registration Open

August 21st and the 22nd, the National
Corvette Museum will be hosting a viewing
party of the Le Mans race through special
arrangements with the ACO. The direct feed
of the race will be commercial-free and ACO
commentated. Registration for this event is
now live and the cost is $150 per person.
This price includes many perks that will make
the experience almost as great as being
there yourself! Guests will have 24-hour
access to the Museum’s Chevrolet Theater to

view the race on the 28-foot screen, with live timing and scoring, refreshments, private Skypes from

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/799ce93b8061dbc0383698465e933efc/25995/fc57736e6f7bc026/df929a3215d23b42a6473c7b9fa19141
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/
http://portal.criticalimpact.com/go/1/799ce93b8061dbc0383698465e933efc/25995/fbfe0c3ad7bcc46f/127e1a982a8488dea6473c7b9fa19141/25995
https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier June 2021 Page 13

the Corvette Racing team, door prizes, and more! Space for this event will be very limited so register
early so you don’t miss out on all the fun!

Register Now

CORVETTE NEWS

2022 Corvette Stingray Visualizer Now Live

The 2022 Corvette Stingray visualizer is
now live on Chevrolet.com. An all-new
IMSA GTLM Championship Edition, three
new exterior colors: Hypersonic Gray,
Caffeine and Amplify Orange Tintcoat 1,
and a new low-profile rear spoiler and the
Z51 design front splitter will be offered on
non-Z51 models.

Visit the Visualizer

MUSEUM FUNDRAISERS

Spring Giving Outreach Coming Your Way!

Your Museum is “A Living Museum” as we set out years ago
to become and continue to be. Through your generosity in
donating to our campaigns we are able to achieve so many
important goals. This year’s Spring Giving Campaign
outreach will soon be arriving in your mailbox, and focuses
on having an Acquisition Fund to make it possible to
purchase important pieces of Corvette history. With a strong
Acquisitions Fund to assist us, we can ensure that significant
artifacts are acquired and preserved for our members,

educators, school and tour groups and thousands of visitors to see and learn from when visiting. We
hope you will consider our Spring Giving Campaign as part of your 2021 giving plans. We are grateful
that you are part of our influence in the Corvette Community and to all ages and generations of
Corvette enthusiasts. The impact on every guest and member coming through our doors is a tribute
to you!

Make Plans To Donate NOW
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● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/

● The 2021 NCM Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/

● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/

● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/

● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/

● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
https://corvettestore.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier June 2021 Page 15

Burtonsville Car Show

CCA member Stuart Sherman attended the Burtonsville Car show on June 19th and took the
following pictures for us.
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For Sale

2017 Corvette Stingray Hood

2017 Corvette Stingray Hood, color Watkins-Glen Gray Metallic with a carbon fiber insert and is an
OEM part.  The clear-coat developed a roughly half-inch hairline crack (rock?) on the left side for
which the body shop tried sanding down and reapplying the clear-coat but it just does not look
perfect.  That said, the body shop indicated that the clear-coat and the carbon fiber insert can be
sanded down and repainted and look fine.  The cost of this OEM part was about $9k from GM when
replaced… and thankfully covered by insurance!  I’d be willing to accept $2900 or a best acceptable
offer… serious interested parties, as the hood is being stored at the body shop in the replacement
box, may reply to larryseiden@gmail.com.  Thank you, Larry Seiden
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About the Corvette Club of  America

Board of  Directors

President Jim Streight president@vette-club.org 240-839-1935

Vice President Neal Atwell vicepresident@vette-club.org 301-605-4110

Secretary Paul Vale secretary@vette-club.org 301-570-9348

Treasurer Nita Armstrong treasurer@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Membership Director Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director Devin Streight events@vette-club.org 240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin ncmambassador@vette-club.org 301-949-2464

Competition Director Bill Sandusky competition@vette-club.org 301-801-7519

Parliamentarian Jon Thorn parliamentarian@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director Van Vander Haar vendorrelations@vette-club.org 410-489-5002

Webmaster April Hussey webmaster@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Past President W. Kelly Ryan pastpresident@vette-club.org 240-601-6045

Non-Board Positions

Courier Editor Jon Thorn newsletter@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor Jon Thorn advertise@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong license_plates@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Newsletter Mailing Address

Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2021)

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!

Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with

Sport Chevrolet.

... Be a Sport fan too!

3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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