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Proposed museum expansion announced at the NCM 2021 Bash. Details in this issue.
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President’s Perspective

Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935

One year ago around this time, COVID was beginning, things were shutting down, and our corvette
activities started to cancel or postpone. It has been an interesting year but thankfully we managed to
still meet virtually at business meetings and an occasional cars & coffee.  Glad that we are now
moving forward, and things are returning somewhat to normal.

Finally, our club activities are beginning to take place again as several great events are about to be
announced. Your Events Director is working hard behind the scenes to plan some fun socials (COVID
SAFE) so that we can get back out on the road. I hope to see new members at our upcoming events
and  shows. This is the best way to get to know other members. Sign up for these shows and get
involved. The more you do the better the membership experience is. More great adventures are
ahead.

Please continue to look at the calendar as we are starting to add more events to the website. Some
may have details included and others will be added as they become available. I am looking forward to
seeing everyone at our next event.

And a big Thank You goes out to our club sponsor – Sport Chevrolet

Jim
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Upcoming Events & Reminders

Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190

www.vette-club.org/events

Hello everyone,

We have two events coming up that everyone should be receiving email invites to shortly (if you
haven't received them already). One that I am most excited about is a picnic at Great Seneca State
Park on Sunday June 6th. The club has obtained alcohol permits (for those above 21, you're
welcome). Additionally, we will be offering free personal-pan pizzas to everyone in attendance that
RSVP’s. After a very successful Founder’s Day Picnic WAAYY back in the pre-covid era, we thought
it would be a nice place to return that would offer a COVID-friendly outdoor Corvette experience. We
also will be holding a caravan to the Jimmy Cone cruise-in on Saturday May 15th. We will meet-up
beforehand in order to cruise together to the event. Optional dinner afterwards.

We also have one event tentatively being planned for June 19th. I don’t want to give too much away
at the moment, but will let you know within the next couple weeks!

See everyone soon!

Devin
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Corvette Ramblings

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

I’ll start off my Rambling this month with what has to be a major event for all who have followed
Corvette Racing activities over the years. This was clearly not a spur of the moment decision as
proven by all of the sports car writers that honored what must have been an embargo date for
releasing their articles. Multiple articles came out all at once. But, another benefit of the speed of the
internet is that the subject of all this discussion went public with a Facebook post as well. Here is the
story straight from the horse’s mouth.

It has been an immense privilege and honour to have worked with GM and Corvette Racing for
the past 20 years, and with 4 generations of Corvette, we have shared an incredible amount of
success together.

As a factory driver I immediately felt part of the Corvette family. It has been amazing to spend
time amongst the most passionate race fans you could imagine, and feel their presence and
support in North America, Europe & around the world. I thank every one of them for all their
support and loyalty to me and the brand.

The belief my parents had in me and the unbelievable support they provided, enabled me to
pursue a career in motorsport, for which I will always be grateful. When I made my first journey
across the pond to race in America my wife was expecting our first child. I could not have
fulfilled my role as a Corvette driver without the unfailing love and support of my wife Helen,
and our children Lily, Isaac & Fergus. Helen is my rock.

It’s been a huge pleasure and privilege to experience these amazing race cars on some of the
most challenging and demanding race tracks in the world. You then put this together with some
of the greatest races in the world, Le Mans 24hrs, Sebring 12hrs, Petit Le Mans, Daytona
24hrs… winning these races is truly career defining. After 20 years of racing and competing for
Corvette Racing it’s time for me to fully transition into the next chapter.

Chevrolet, Corvette and I have shared an incredible amount of success together and I’m
delighted our relationship will continue through our work together at the Oliver Gavin Driving
Academy.
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Sharing my passion, enthusiasm and experience of driving a Corvette is what helps shape
OGDA.

www.OGDA.online

-Oliver Gavin
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Olly’s record with Corvette Racing is unsurpassed: twenty seasons, 204 race starts, 5
championships, 51 wins, 25 pole positions, five 24-Hour of Le Mans wins, and 5 Sebring wins. And
that is not even considering his motorsport accomplishments outside of Corvette Racing. This is one
race horse that has earned some quiet time in a nice green pasture but instead he is headed off to a
major new challenge by launching his own driving academy.

The Oliver Gavin Driving Academy will be based in Boxberg, Germany as reported by Sportscar 365.
If you want to stay informed on his progress be sure to visit this temporary site and drop off your
email address: www.OGDA.online.

Being the inquisitive editor of the Corvette Courier I could not help but wonder what track was near
Boxberg. In any event, I will need to add one more German city to the long list of places in Germany
that I have not been to yet. Since Google knows everything, I decided to turn my question over to the
search engine and I suspect I have the answer. Bosch has a very interesting proving ground at
Boxberg. You can learn more about it here:
https://www.bosch-mobility-solutions.com/en/products-and-services/development-services/proving-gr
ounds/proving-ground-boxberg/

My next topic this month is a request that you put Thursday August 29th through Saturday August
31st on your calendars for the 2024 National Corvette Museum Caravan! Consider this to be a
pre-announcement because after this past year we all know how hard it is to schedule any group
activity. But I have it on authority from a trustworthy little birdie that the date is as solid as it can be at
this time.

Speaking about reserving calendar dates, my next suggestion is much closer than 2024. The Free
State Corvette Club still has Ocean City Corvette Weekend on their calendar for October 15 - 16,
2021. Yes, I know that is six months off in this strange environment that we are all trying to make it
through. But it helps to have something to look forward to. In my own case, I have already made
reservations for a condo from Thursday through Sunday that week. Event registration is due to begin
on July 1st. You can leave your email address at this website if you are thinking about attending:
https://freestatecorvetteclub.regfox.com/corvette-weekend-2021. You can also check on their club’s
website at any time: http://www.freestatecorvette.com/.

Next, I would like to suggest that you take a look at the wide selection of items in the NCM Store.
They have a large number of new arrivals and they are running some hot sales, not to mention the
broad selection from the standard inventory. On top of all this there is also a cool deal running on
shipping charges. Be sure to check out the website here: https://corvettestore.com/
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FREE ECONOMY UPS SUREPOST SHIPPING!

Get free Economy UPS SurePost® Shipping when you spend $75 or more! Contiguous U.S. only.
Minimum free shipping total of $75 is applied after discounts and does not include shipping costs.
Some exclusions apply. Not valid on previous purchases.

My final bit of rambling this month is a couple of requests.

If you are not a member of the National Corvette Museum you are missing out on a lot. You should
consider joining! There is more information here:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/

Finally, in closing, you also ought to really consider joining the Corvette Club of America if you are not
already a member. It is a special club with a very long history tightly connected to Corvette and
General Motors. We are primarily a Washington, DC Metropolitan area club but we accept members
from all over. Come join us as we work on the next chapter of the CCA. You can find more information
on the club at https://www.vette-club.org/ and on joining us at:
https://www.vette-club.org/membership/

Save the Wave!

-Jon

P.S. I am sure many of you have seen the reports that pre-production on the C8 Z06 begins next
week. I for one believe the evidence but I am not going to wrap a whole story around it just yet. Stay
tuned….
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Competition Report

Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org

www.vette-club.org/autocross

Even though it is April, the two events I have done have not had the best of weather, so hopefully
May will be much better.

We are still trying to secure a new location to run our autocross events and the latest is a location at
the Montgomery College Rockville Campus.  I have submitted information to them and am waiting to
hear back.  On the subject of autocross,  there are clubs running events at Summit Point.  As the
weather warms a bit, I would like to see a group of us attend one.  I will put out an email to the
membership when it is and we can meet there.  After the event, we can caravan together for a bite to
eat.  If we are not running our own event by June, then that is probably when we would do it.

Now let’s talk about High Performance Driving Education (HPDE).  It’s good to see some of our
members participating.  It’s a good replacement for autocross and skills learned on the track benefit
you on the street and autocross.   Our V.P., Neal A. attended his first Friday at the Track (FATT) on
4/9/21 and I had the pleasure of instructing him his first time on track.  Neal is well and should
progress to the next level with a few more events. Aside from me, fellow club member Marko B. and
a couple of former club members instructed.  On 4/16/21, I instructed for the Colonial Challenge Cup
and club member Michael M. was there running solo in the intermediate run group.  Michael got into
HPDE a couple of years ago and has improved his driving skills to the point where he set a new lap
record time for himself on the Summit Point Main Circuit.

That’s it for this month, so I hope to see more of our members at some sort of motorsports events in
the coming months.
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Membership Update

Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816

www.vette-club.org/membership

Membership Numbers

● 164 current memberships (100 local, 62 long-distance, 2 honorary)
● 4 renewals from April 1, 2021 to April 29, 2021
● 5 new memberships from April 1, 2021 to April 29, 2021

New Memberships
Name Location Corvette Referrer Join Date

Rob C. Frederick, MD 2017 Gray GS CCA Website 04/27/2021
Joe & Elaine E. Springfield, MA 1994 Yellow Conv. Facebook 04/22/2021
Jim & Naomi A. Charlottesville, VA 2008 Red Crystal CCA Website 04/20/2021
Trey & Heather C. Fort Ashby, WV 2014 Blade Silver CCA Website 04/11/2021
Harry & Robin R. Old Orchard Beach, ME 2019 White GS CCA Website 04/02/2021

Membership & Renewal Information

The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.

If you were or are in your renewal period and unsure whether to renew at this time given the
circumstances, that’s not a problem. Just hang on to your final e-mail notice and you can return at
any time by clicking on the renewal link and your dues will still be $50 a year starting on the date you
rejoin.
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* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS

National Corvette Museum Plans to Expand
As the National Corvette Museum continues to make necessary improvements to maintain the quality
guests have come to expect from our world class establishment, we are enthusiastically progressing
toward a 2 story-30,000 square foot addition to the Museum!

Our state-of-the-art campus addition plans include:
• Specialty Exhibit Spaces and Rotating Displays
• Lifetime Members Lounge
• Open Theater Space
• Sensory Calming Room for Guests with Unique Needs
• Kids Zone Education Center
• Rooftop Members Lounge

Learn More and Donate

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/expansion/
https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier April 2021 Page 11

Corvette Powered Exhibit Coming to NCM

What does it mean to be “Corvette Powered”? Beginning Memorial Day weekend, visitors to the
National Corvette Museum will have the opportunity to learn exactly what it means when they step
into an exciting new exhibit by the same name: Corvette Powered. The exhibit will showcase
vehicles, specifically mid-century non-General Motors/non-Corvette vehicles, that utilized Corvette
engines and drivelines.

Learn More

NEW Wendell Strode Club Room Unveiled

On Tuesday of the Michelin NCM
BASH week, the club room was
unveiled with its new name the
Wendell Strode Club Room. The
Museum is honoring the
contribution that Wendell Strode
made to the National Corvette
Museum for nearly three decades.

View the Full Story

NCM Seeking President and CEO

The National Corvette Museum is currently
seeking an accomplished nonprofit/museum
leader who has a compelling vision for the power
of informal learning environments to be the next
President & CEO of the NCM.

Learn More About the Job Posting
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MUSEUM EVENTS

Corvette Team Update

Corvette Team members Tadge
Juechter, Harlan Charles, and
Josh Holder made a virtual
appearance to share Corvette
updates with the attendees of the
Michelin NCM BASH. The team
first reviewed the 2021 Corvette
and then announced that they are
super excited to now be shipping
these cars to Japan and plan to
expand production to U.K. and
Australia in 2022. To continue the

excitement for 2022, the Corvette Team also made a few announcements for the model year.
Read More

Bowling Green Assembly Plant Announces 2022 Colors

Kai Spande, Bowling Green Assembly Plant
Manager, joined us at the 2021 Michelin NCM
BASH to share Corvette Assembly Plant updates.
Kai discussed Right Hand Drive, GM’s partnership
with TVA and their Green Invest Program, and the
new colors for 2022. The new colors include
Hypersonic Gray Metallic, Amplify Orange Tint-coat,
and Caffeine Metallic. The colors they are replacing
are Shadow Gray Metallic, Sebring Orange
Tint-coat, and Zeus Bronze Metallic, respectively.

Read More
Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/
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Hall of Fame Induction Banquet

The Corvette Hall of Fame induction was held Friday evening April 23rd. The event was postponed
from 2020 due to the pandemic. The inductees, announced last year, were Doug Fehan, Henry Haga,
Mike McCagh, and Wendell Strode. All those attending the dinner event received the collector HOF
glass shown above.

Read More

CORVETTE HAPPENINGS
Performance Track Day to Host Event at NCM and
MSP

June 19th and 20th, car racing champions will be leading a
Performance Track Day at the NCM Motorsports Park. This
track day is a two-day long event where participants can
enjoy a high-performance driving experience with professional
racecar drivers. This once-in-a-lifetime adventure is perfect
for any Corvette fan or automotive enthusiast.

On the evening of June 19th, Performance Track Day will be hosting a special cocktail hour and
dinner with a keynote speaker, Doug Fehan, Corvette Racing Program Manager of 25 years.
Registration for this event ends Saturday June 12th, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. CST. This is a third-party
event.

Register Here
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MUSEUM FUNDRAISERS
Spring Giving Outreach Coming Your Way!

Your Museum is “A Living Museum” as we set out years ago
to become and continue to be. Through your generosity in
donating to our campaigns we are able to achieve so many
important goals. This year’s Spring Giving Campaign
outreach will soon be arriving in your mailbox, and focuses
on having an Acquisition Fund to make it possible to
purchase important pieces of Corvette history. With a strong
Acquisitions Fund to assist us, we can ensure that significant
artifacts are acquired and preserved for our members,

educators, school and tour groups and thousands of visitors to see and learn from when visiting. We
hope you will consider our Spring Giving Campaign as part of your 2021 giving plans. We are grateful
that you are part of our influence in the Corvette Community and to all ages and generations of
Corvette enthusiasts. The impact on every guest and member coming through our doors is a tribute
to you!

Make Plans To Donate NOW

Contact Bobbie Jo Lee

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/

● The 2020 NCM Spring Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/

● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/

● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/

● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/

● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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2020 Dick Thompson Award Selection

Nita Armstrong

The Dick Thompson Award was created to promote competitive motorsport and high performance
driver education (HPDE) activities. Last year’s coronavirus pandemic did not limit the number of
events available for our club members to participate.

CCA members participated in HPDE events all over the US, some as drivers, some as instructors,
and some who were both drivers and instructors! Many started the year attending our own go-karting
event before heading out for much larger events. Lots of time was spent at Summit Point, the NCM
Motorsports Park, Watkins Glen, VIR and COTA, just to name a few. We had members doing wheel
to wheel racing, time trials,HPDE events, and autocrosses.

I am pleased to announce that the 2020 Dick Thompson Award will be presented to Bill Sandusky! In
addition to competing, instructing or volunteering at multiple competitive events, Bill was also able to
host three highly successful autocross events with the appropriate level of social distancing.  This is
the second time for Bill to win this award.

Please join me in congratulating Bill on this great accomplishment.  The CCA Board is currently
working to identify the appropriate time in which to present this award to Bill.  Continue to pay
attention to the club’s newsletters and emails.  We will ensure all are notified once the award date has
been set.  Congratulations Bill and thank you for all you do for the Corvette Club of America!

Thanks,

Nita
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General Motors Service Update on C8 wheels

Wed., Mar. 31 | General Motors has issued a service update to address an issue related to the
construction of the alloy wheels on certain examples of the 2020 and 2021 model-year C8 Corvette
Stingray. The problem: certain C8 Chevrolet Corvette vehicles may have a condition where exposed
porosity in wheel castings are larger than allowed and do not meet internal GM requirements. In
simpler terms, some Corvette wheels may have visible holes in the surface due to a fault in the
casting process. Only around 10 percent of the wheels on affected vehicles are believed to have this
problem. The hazards: while this issue does not pose an immediate safety risk to vehicle occupants,
owners may not appreciate the way the large pores on the surface of the wheel look. The service
bulletin did not indicate if this issue affects the structural rigidity of the wheels. The fix: dealers are
instructed to inspect and replace wheels that do not meet internal GM requirements. . . . Owners
should: GM will notify owners of affected vehicles and instruct them to make an appointment with
their dealer. Owners with questions or concerns regarding this service bulletin can also reach out to
GM. . . . Contacts: General Motors Recall Numbers: N202315731, N202315730; Chevrolet Customer
Service: 1-800-630-2438; NHTSA Toll Free: 1-888-327-4236; NHTSA (TTY): 1-800-424-9153
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The Andy Pilgrim Driving Experience
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Sad news to report

Jon Thorn

Charley O’Donnell Robertson reported the following yesterday, April 28th:
Paul Mariano, former National Corvette Museum Board of Directors, passed away from covid
complications. Please keep the family in your prayers!

Several of us knew him and worked closely with him in his position as the National Chair for the 2014
National Corvette Museum Caravan. He will be missed.

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020

Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier April 2021 Page 20

For Sale

Free “For Sale” Items

NEW condition: all leather seat back for ’92 and ’93
Corvettes (and possibly earlier).
It’s part of a set that I bought for my ’92 coupe, but I
sold the coupe after installing the seat bottom (but
before installing the backrest/side bolster part).
It is black and fits both driver and passenger sides. It
is FREE to a good home if you will arrange to pick it
up.

I also have a seat track available for parts or repair.
Same price as the seat cover.   It is currently
non-functional, but it has many parts that  could
contribute to making your C4 power seats more
powerful.

Contact Paul Vale  (paul.vale@gmail.com or
secretary@vette-club.org)
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About the Corvette Club of  America

Board of  Directors

President Jim Streight president@vette-club.org 240-839-1935

Vice President Neal Atwell vicepresident@vette-club.org 301-605-4110

Secretary Paul Vale secretary@vette-club.org 301-570-9348

Treasurer Nita Armstrong treasurer@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Membership Director Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director Devin Streight events@vette-club.org 240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin ncmambassador@vette-club.org 301-949-2464

Competition Director Bill Sandusky competition@vette-club.org 301-801-7519

Parliamentarian Jon Thorn parliamentarian@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director Van Vander Haar vendorrelations@vette-club.org 410-489-5002

Webmaster April Hussey webmaster@vette-club.org 240-720-7816

Past President W. Kelly Ryan pastpresident@vette-club.org 240-601-6045

Non-Board Positions

Courier Editor Jon Thorn newsletter@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor Jon Thorn advertise@vette-club.org 301-963-4864

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong license_plates@vette-club.org 443-852-1922

Newsletter Mailing Address

Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2021)

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!

Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with

Sport Chevrolet.

... Be a Sport fan too!

3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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