
The   World’s   First   Corvette   Club   
Celebrating   our   65th   Anniversary   Year   

  

February   2021   

  

Richard   Prince   -   Sebring   on   my   mind….     Facebook   post   February   18th,   2021   #corvetteracing     

  



The   Corvette   Courier February   2021 ToC   

  

Table   of   Contents   

President’s   Perspective 1   

Upcoming   Events   &   Reminders 2   

Corvette   Ramblings 3   

Competition   Report 5   

Membership   Update 6   

National   Corvette   Museum   Report 8   

Pandemic   Pastimes 13   

Sebring   –   Past,   Present,   and   Future 16   

Pratt   Miller 20   

Status   of   the   New   Top   Tier   of   Endurance   Sports   Car   Racing 22   

For   Sale 25   
Free   “For   Sale”   Items 25   

About   the   Corvette   Club   of   America 26   
Board   of   Directors 26   
Non-Board   Positions 26   
Newsletter   Mailing   Address 26   
History   (1956-2021) 27   
Charities 27   
Sponsors 28   

  

The   Corvette   Courier   is   published   monthly   by   the   Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   -   ⓒ   2021    Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   
First   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Website   Contest:   2020   

Second   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Newsletter   Contest:   2015,   2018,   2020   

https://www.vette-club.org/


The   Corvette   Courier     February   2021 Page   1   
  

President’s   Perspective   

Jim   Streight   -   President   
president@vette-club.org    -   240-839-1935   

  

  

As   we   have   seen   in   past   years,   February   can   be   a   slow   time   for   Corvette   enthusiasts,   but   the   club   is   
still   busy   working   for   you.   We   are   continuing   to   monitor   all   current   restrictions   and   guidelines.   These   
club   level   decisions   are   very   difficult   to   make,   as   we   all   want   to   start   to   get   back   to   some   level   of   
normalcy.   

We   will   be   hosting   our   next   CCA   Board/Business   Meeting   on   March   9th   –   look   for   that   email   invitation   
in   the   first   week   in   February.   

We   have   been   working   on   a   lot   of   events   and   trips   to   be   placed   on   our   club   calendar   this   year.   Make   
sure   to   always   sign   in   and   check   our   website   and   newsletters   as   some   events   and   trips   get   scheduled   
due   to   the   lifting   of   COVID   restrictions.   If   you’re   a   new   member,   go   to   or   on   as   many   events   and   trips   
as   you   can   this   year.   That   is   the   best   way   to   get   to   know   other   members.   My   wife   and   I   have   made   
some   great   friendships   since   being   in   the   club.   

A   glimmer   of   hope   has   risen   from   all   the   doom   and   gloom   we   have   been   through.   The   vaccine   is   
being   distributed   and   even   some   members   have   gotten   theirs.   Restaurants   are   open,   albeit   partially,   
and   the   weather   here   is   starting   to   warm   up.   

I   am   very   optimistic   that   the   club   is   in   for   another   stellar   season   in   2021   and   am   very   pumped   up   
about   it!   We   appreciate   every   one   of   our   members   so   much!   Thank   you   for   being   part   of   a   great   club!   
You   all   make   it   so   worth   it!   

Jim   
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Upcoming   Events   &   Reminders   

Devin   Streight   -   Events   Coordination   Director   
events@vette-club.org    -   240-468-8190   

   www.vette-club.org/events     

  

Hello   everyone,   

  

Two   updates   for   this   month   -   readers   of   last   month's   newsletter   may   recall   that   I   was   in   negotiations   
with   multiple   companies   to   host   webinars   for   our   members.   Well,   the   talks   went   well   and   Dr.   
ColorChip   has   stepped   up   and   agreed   to   host   a   webinar   for   CCA   members   and   any   other   Corvette   
enthusiasts   we   choose   to   invite.   This   is   tentatively   scheduled   for   March   17th,   but   more   details   should   
be   available   soon.     

Secondly,   I   am   currently   planning   a   Father’s   Day   Car   show,   but   am   withholding   details   until   the   final   
plans   are   confirmed.   Should   be   a   great   event!   

On   another   note,   please   congratulate   Stuart   Sherman   on   his   new   purchase   of   a   C7   Corvette!    Stuart   
has   been   an   excellent   member   of   our   club,   but   up   until   now   has   been   a   Corvette-less   member!   
Congrats   Stuart!    We   are   waiting   on   pics   and   details!   

Devin   
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Corvette   Ramblings   

Jon   Thorn   -   Corvette   Courier   Editor   
newsletter@vette-club.org    -   301-963-4864   

  
  

If   you   have   been   following   the   news,   the   pandemic   continues   to   take   lives   worldwide.   Happily,   there   
are   improving   signs   of   light   at   the   end   of   the   tunnel.   Unfortunately,   down   here   at   the   social   club   level,   
not   much   has   changed   for   us   over   the   past   year.   We   are   operating   under   the   same   basic   constraints  
that   we   have   had   for   a   year   now.    The   good   news   is   that   we   are   still   here   and   still   as   active   as   we   can   
be   under   the   circumstances.   The   Board   of   Directors   is   doing   everything   they   can   to   keep   the   club   
interesting   and   alive   until   some   sort   of   “old   normal”   returns.   I   am   certain   that   the   Board   is   as   happy   as   
I   am   to   be   able   to   report   that   the   club   made   it   through   our   year   end   renewal   cycle   with   the   vast   
majority   of   members   deciding   to   renew   their   memberships.   We   certainly   welcome   your   support!   

I   would   like   to   pass   along   another   reminder   of   ways   to   stay   in   touch   with   both   CCA   members   and   
other   car   folks.   The   club   has   three   ways   to   meet   on   Facebook.   If   you   do   a   search   on   “Corvette   Club   
of   America”   you   will   see   all   three.    One   is   a   “group”   that   currently   has   212+   members.   This   is   a   private   
group   for   members   and   “selected”   friends   of   the   club.   The   “friends”   include   invited   folks   from   General   
Motors,   the   NCM,   Corvette   Racing,   and   non-members   showing   a   strong   interest   in   the   CCA.   The   icon   
for   this   group   is   a   picture   of   members   holding   the   club   banner.   There   is   a   second   “group”   that   is   for   
members   only.   This   is   where   members   can   get   together   and   share   information   while   we   are   unable   to   
get   together   in   person   due   to   the   pandemic.   The   icon   you   will   see   in   the   search   return   for   this   group   
has   three   different   C8’s.   The   third   way   to   get   involved   is   with   our   open   “page”   for   the   club.   This   area   
has   over   4.7   thousand   “likes”   and   a   wide   variety   of   activity.   There   is   no   login   required   to   access   the   
open   page.   The   icon   for   this   group   returned   by   the   search   is   the   club   crest   on   a   dark   red   background.   

If   you   had   an   opportunity   to   see   the   January   newsletter   you   know   that   a   lot   of   change   is   coming   for   
Corvette   Racing.   The   beginning   of   this   year   brought   us   news   that   IMSA   is   doing   away   with   the   GTLM   
class   after   this   year.   Pratt   &   Miller   was   sold.   There   have   been   personnel   changes   in   Corvette   Racing   
at   both   the   team   and   management   levels   and   a   reorganization   forming   a   single   group   within   GM   for   
racing.   Both   IMSA   and   the   ACO   are   taking   on   new   racing   classes.    Corvette   has   had   a   long   
association   with   Callaway   and   their   GT3   efforts.   With   the   news   that   IMSA   will   be   moving   their   GTD   
class   to   the   FIA   GT3   spec,   suddenly   GT3   might   become   as   big   a   “thing”   here   as   it   is   worldwide.   IMSA   
is   also   transitioning   their   DPi   top   class   spec   to   the   IMSA   &   ACO/FIA   LMDh   spec.   There   will   be   lots   of   
new   things   to   keep   an   eye   on   as   endurance   sports   car   racing   evolves   over   the   next   couple   of   years.   
We   will   be   along   for   the   ride   as   Corvette   Racing   Fans.   
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These   changes   remind   me   of   the   changes   going   on   in   Catania,   Sicily   over   the   past   few   weeks.   
Evelyn   and   I   had   an   opportunity   to   spend   a   couple   of   weeks   in   Sicily   in   quieter   times   of   2012.   It   
seems   that   endurance   sports   car   racing   and   nature   have   some   things   in   common.   The   change   will   be   
massive.   

    

Smoke   fills   the   sky   during   an   eruption   of   Mt.Etna   volcano,   near   Catania   in   Sicily,   southern   Italy,   late   Monday,   Feb.   22,   
2021.   This   is   the   fifth   episode   in   a   series   of   Mt.   Etna   eruptions   which   have   been   occurring   over   the   past   week.   (AP   
Photo/Salvatore   Allegra)     
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Competition   Report   

Bill   Sandusky   -   Competition   Director   
competition@vette-club.org   

www.vette-club.org/autocross   

  

  

Editor’s   Note:   

Unfortunately,   due   to   the   pandemic,   we   have   nothing   new   to   report   this   month   in   the   competition   
area.   Bill   and   the   entire   Board   of   Directors   continue   work   on   securing   a   new   location   for   our   autocross   
events.   We   all   want   to   get   club   activities   going   again   and   we   will   have   announcements   in   this   area   as   
soon   as   we   possibly   can.   Please   hang   in   there   with   us.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The   Corvette   Courier   is   published   monthly   by   the   Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   -   ⓒ   2021    Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   
First   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Website   Contest:   2020   

Second   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Newsletter   Contest:   2015,   2018,   2020   

mailto:competition@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/autocross
https://www.vette-club.org/


The   Corvette   Courier     February   2021 Page   6   
  

Membership   Update   

Paul   Donohue   -   Membership   Director   
membership@vette-club.org    -   240-720-7816   

www.vette-club.org/membership   

Membership   Numbers   

● 160   current   memberships   (99   local,   59   long-distance,   2   honorary)   
● 3   renewals   from   February   1,   2021   to   February   28,   2021   
● 7   new   memberships   from   February   1,   2021   to   February   28,   2021   

New   Memberships   

Membership   &   Renewal   Information   

The   annual   membership   fee   is   $50   which   covers   the   applicant   and   an   optional   second   person.   
Memberships   expire   on   January   1   for   those   who   joined   before   October   1,   2018   or   on   the   anniversary   
of   the   join   date   for   those   who   joined   on   or   after   October   1,   2018.   Automated   renewal   reminders   are   
sent   to   the   e-mail   address*   of   the   first   applicant   listed   on   the   membership   application   beginning   4   
weeks   before   the   membership   expiration   date.   Payment   by   PayPal,   credit/debit   card,   cash,   or   check   
is   accepted,   but   the   renewal   must   be   submitted   online   and   payment   must   be   received   before   the   
expiration   date.   Automated   renewal   reminders   will   continue   to   be   sent   until   payment   is   received   or   
your   membership   expires,   at   which   point   you   will   receive   an   automated   expiration   notice.   

If   you   were   or   are   in   your   renewal   period   and   unsure   whether   to   renew   at   this   time   given   the   
circumstances,   that’s   not   a   problem.   Just   hang   on   to   your   final   e-mail   notice   and   you   can   return   at   
any   time   by   clicking   on   the   renewal   link   and   your   dues   will   still   be   $50   a   year   starting   on   the   date   you   
rejoin.   
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Name   Location   Corvette   Referrer   Join   Date   

Larry   P.   Upper   Marlboro,   MD   2019   Black   GS   CCA   Website   02/22/2021   
Curtis   N.   Rock   Hall,   MD   1998   &   1968   CCA   Website   02/19/2021   
Donald   H.   Fort   Lauderdale,   FL   1974   Red   CCA   Website   02/18/2021   
Larry   C.   Claysburg,   PA   1985   Blue   Historical   Member   02/15/2021   
David   K.   Sarasota,   FL   2020   Red   CCA   Website   02/10/2021   
Roger   F.   Rigby,   ID   1978   Gold   Other   02/08/2021   
Rick   W.   Rockville,   MD   2001   Pewter   Other   02/06/2021   
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*   To   have   your   username   or   e-mail   address   changed,   e-mail    webmaster@vette-club.org   
More   information   about   becoming   a   CCA   member   can   be   found   at    www.vette-club.org/membership/   
If   you   have   suggestions   for   me   or   the   club,   please   send   them   to    feedback@vette-club.org     
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National   Corvette   Museum   Report   

Terry   Popkin   -   NCM   Ambassador   
ncmambassador@vette-club.org   

  
  

MUSEUM   NEWS   

Wintery   Scene   in   Bowling   Green   

  
  

The   week   of   February   15th   Bowling   Green,   along   with   many   of   you   readers'   hometowns,   
were   hit   with   snow   and   ice...   in   some   cases   LOTS   of   snow   and   ice.   We   made   the   decision   
to   close   the   Museum   most   of   the   week,   putting   our   employees'   safety   first.   If   you've   
emailed    or   called   us,   or   placed   an   online   order   and   have   not   heard   back   yet   we   
appreciate   your   patience!   
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MUSEUM   EVENTS   

Have   you   Registered   for   the   Michelin   NCM   Bash?   
  

We   are   just   two   months   
away   from   the   first   
on-site   Museum   event   
of   the   year   -   the   
Michelin   NCM   Bash!   Our   
road   tours   are   filling   up,   
and   this   years'   event   
offers   not   only   the   usual   
favorite   activities,   but   
the   2020   Corvette   Hall   
of   Fame   induction   
banquet   was   postponed   
to   the   Bash.   We   have  

four   inductees   including   Doug   Fehan,   Henry   Haga,   Mike   McCagh   and   Wendell   Strode.   
    
For   those   who   aren't   yet   ready   to   travel,   we   will   offer   an   online   streaming   option!   This   
year   the   stream   will   include   the   Hall   of   Fame   induction   ceremony!   

  
View   the   On-Site   Agenda   &   Register   

  
Register   for   the   Online-Only   Live   Stream   

Episodes   of   Vettecademy   and   Fully   Vetted   
We   have   all   the   episodes   available   for   viewing   online!   
FULLY   VETTED     -     www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/   
VETTECADEMY   -     www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/   
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OFFICIAL   PRODUCT   NEWS   
  

Andy   Pilgrim   Talks   About   Michelin's   PSAS4   Tires   

  
Elevate   your   potential   in   all   seasons.   Dry,   wet   or   snow   covered   -   the   MICHELIN®   Pilot®   Sport   All   
Season   4   tire   delivers   max   all-season   performance.   Check   out   this   video,   filmed   at   the   NCM   
Motorsports   Park   featuring   Track   Pro   Andy   Pilgrim!                                                Watch   Video   
  

MUSEUM   FUNDRAISER   
  

Did   you   know   that   you   can   generate   donations   while   
shopping   on   Amazon,   at   no   extra   cost?   Simply   start   
your   shopping   at    smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972   
to   confirm   "National   Corvette   Museum   Foundation   Inc"   
as   your   charity   of   choice,   and   AmazonSmile   will   
donate   a   portion   of   your   eligible   purchase   price   to   our   
organization.   Be   sure   when   you   go   to   Amazon   to   shop   that   you   go   to   smile.amazon.com!   
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MUSEUM   NEWS   
  

An   eNews   Farewell   -   Katie   Ellison     
  

Every   Thursday   (well,   almost   every   Thursday)   we   
invade   your   inbox   with   a   weekly   run-down   of   what's   
going   on   at   the   Museum.   I   had   hoped   that   the   'last'   
eNews   I   would   compose   for   you   would   be   packed   full   of   
super   exciting   Corvette   news.   But   alas,   it   is   February,   
and   a   snowpocalypse,   so   the   cool-factor   just   isn't   there   
like   some   weeks!   
    
I   started   at   NCM   in   July   2009,   a   month   before   the   15th   
Anniversary   and   National   Corvette   Caravan,   and   over   
the   past   11-1/2   years   have   become   an   enthusiast   and   

Corvette   owner   like   you,   but   more   importantly   developed   some   of   the   best   friendships.   They   say   you   
come   for   the   car   but   stay   for   the   people   and   that's   what's   always   been   so   great   about   NCM.   
Tomorrow   is   my   last   day   as   an   NCM   employee,   but   as   a   Lifetime   Member,   I'll   still   be   around!   Thank   
you   to   those   who   made   my   'job'   more   like   a   hobby.   Save   the   wave!   

If   I'm   a   Lifetime   Member   You   Should   Be,   Too   -   Join   Here!!   
  

Corvette   Reimagined   Skydome   Exhibit   
  

New   to   the   floor   and   paired   
with   the   2014   SAM   Arrow   
Corvette   used   by   driver   Sam   
Schmidt,   is   a   1957   
Restomod   Corvette   on   loan   
from   Joe   Mason.   Displayed   
along   with   the   radically   
modified   cars   is   an   
interactive   screen,   
showcasing   how   they   were   
designed   to   empower   their  
driver.   
    

Along   with   a   detailed   walk   
through   of   the   1957   
Restomod,   the   interactive   

display   also   features   interviews   with   Joe   Mason,   owner/creator   and   Keith   Irwin,   the   builder.   Also   
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included   are   interviews   with   Sam    Schmidt   and   the   team   that   created   the   SAM   Arrow   Corvette,   a   
semi-autonomous   Corvette.   Make   plans   to   see   these   reimagined   Corvettes   today.   
  

Learn   More   on   This   Exhibit   
Plan   Your   Visit   

  
  

2021   Corvette   Specs   Now   Available   
  
  

Looking   to   learn   all   about   the   2021   Corvette?   
Specs   and   Options   for   the   model   year   are   now   
available   on   the   NCM   website.   
  
  

2021   Corvette   Specs   
View   All   Corvette   Specs   
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● Not   an   NCM   Member?   Become   one:   
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/   

● The   2020   NCM   Spring   Giving   Campaign   is   on!   
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/   

● NCM   Events   Calendar   and   Registration:   
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/   

● NCM   Motorsports   Park:   
             https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/   

● Check   out   the   NCM   Corvette   Store:   
             https://corvettestore.com/   

● Shop   Amazon   Smile   &   Support   the   NCM:   
Amazon   will   donate   0.5%   of   the   cost   of   eligible   purchases   to   
the   NCM.   Click   this   link   and   sign   into   your   Amazon   account   to   
get   started:    smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/   
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Pandemic   Pastimes   

Editor's   note:   

I   am   still   looking   for   submissions   for   our   “Pandemic   Pastimes”   series.   Like   all   of   you   I’m   looking   
forward   to   the   day   when   we   can   rename   this   section.   For   now,   this   is   a   great   way   to   stay   in   touch   with   
other   Corvette   club   members.   The   idea   is   that   this   is   a   section   where   members   can   communicate   
with   the   rest   of   the   club   and   let   us   know   how   you   are   spending   your   time   and   what   “projects”   you   are   
working   on   in   these   strange   times.   Members   can   submit   an   article   to    newsletter@vette-club.org    at   
any   time.   I   am   passing   along   my   thanks   to   Stu   for   his   submission   this   month.   
  

Stuart   Sherman   
I   just   read   the   JAN   2021   newsletter.    You   mentioned   you   were   looking   for   what   members   have   been   
doing   to   pass   the   time.   Are   you   still   looking?    If   so,    attached   are   the   pictures   of   my   latest   DIY   project.   
I   designed   and   installed   late   last   year   a    herringbone   pattern   wooden   floor   surrounded   by   a   wooden   
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picture   frame.    The   hallway   had   carpet   before   I   ripped   it   up   and   installed   the   wooden   floor.    My   3   year   
old   house   had   uneven   flooring   by   almost   3/4"   over   a   24"   run   that   had   to   be   addressed   first.    It   was   my   
first   time   installing   a   herringbone   pattern,   but   my   second   time   installing   a   wooden   floor.    I   also   miter   
cut,   stained,   and   installed   shoe   molding   along   the   perimeter.    As   well   as   repainted   the   walls   and   
transitioned   the   wooden   floor   between   ceramic   tile,   carpet,   and   a   marble   threshold.     
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Editor’s   note:   
  

Stu   that   looks   great!    Congratulations!   
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Sebring   –   Past,   Present,   and   Future   

By   Jon   Thorn   

One   of   the   great   sports   car   endurance   races   is   coming   up   in   March.   Unfortunately   it   is   still   in   the   
midst   of   this   pandemic.   The   “2021   Mobil   1   Twelve   Hours   of   Sebring   Presented   by   Advance   Auto   
Parts”   will   be   held   March   17 th    to   March   20 th    at   Sebring   International   Raceway   in   Sebring,   Florida.   The   
actual   date   of   the   race   will   be   Saturday,   March   20 th .   It   looks   like   TV   coverage   will   be   live   on   IMSA   TV   
(if   you   have   the   skills   to   get   that)   and   primarily   on   the   NBC   Sports   Network   for   the   full   event.   Maybe   
chasing   the   TV   signal   will   not   be   required   this   time!   It   will   also   be   on   TrackPass   for   the   full   event   and   
on   the   NBC   Sports   App   from   noon   to   7PM   according   to   the   IMSA   schedule.   I   will   be   watching   the   
race   wearing   my   60 th    Anniversary   Sebring   tee   shirt   that   I   got   during   the   2012   National   Corvette   
Museum   event   at   the   race.   

If   you   are   a   race   fanatic,   the   weekend   will   also   include   the   Mazda   MX-5   Cup   races   and   Porsche   
Carrera   Cup   races   on   Thursday   and   Friday   as   well   as   the   Michelin   Pilot   Challenge   on   Friday.   It   looks   
like   these   races   will   be   available   in   the   U.S.   over   IMSA   TV.   The   full   details   are   available   on   
IMSA.com.   

The   Corvette   Club   of   America   has   a   strong   connection   to   the   first   Sebring   12-hour   race   in   1952.   CCA   
founding   member,   Dr.   Dick   Thompson,   along   with   William   Kinchloe   drove   Dick’s   MG   TD   Mk   II   from   
Washington.   DC   to   Sebring.   This   was   
long   before   the   era   of   the   interstate   
highway   system.   It   was   even   four   years   
before   the   formation   of   the   CCA!   Those   
days   were   somewhat   different   on   many   
levels.   Dick   simply   paid   the   entry   fee   
himself   and   he   was   one   of   the   55   
entrants   in   the   event.   There   was   no   
support   crew   or   car   hauler.   The   full   
“team”   consisted   of   Dick   and   William.   
Even   more   amazing   is   the   fact   that   it   
was   Dick’s   very   first   race.   His   
endurance   racing   experience   prior   to   
the   1952   Sebring   event   was   just   attending   one   race   at   Watkins   Glen   as   a   spectator.   He   finished   the   
1952   race   in   8 th    place   overall   with   32   starters   and   3 rd    in   the   S1.5   (F)   class.   There   were   8   MG’s   (six   of   
them   TD’s)   on   the   starting   grid   and   four   of   the   MG’s   failed   to   finish.    From   that   beginning,   he   went   on   
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to   be   elected   to   the   NCM   Corvette   Hall   of   Fame,   the   Le   Mans   Hall   of   Fame,   and   the   SCCA   Hall   of   
Fame.   

This   year   at   Sebring   there   will   be   two   Corvette   C8.R’s   running   and   the   main   thing   in   common   with   
that   1952   race   will   be   that   it   is   still   12   hours   long.   Not   much   news   is   leaking   out   from   Corvette   Racing   
at   this   point.   Daryl   Hicks   posted   some   photos   in   the   IMSA   SportsCar   Championship   group   on   
Facebook.   They   show   both   the   #3   and   #4   car   practicing   on   February   24th   at   Sebring   but   without   their   
liveries   yet,   unless   of   course   this   will   be   the   new   look.   

  

I   expect   the   drivers   for   the   #3   will   be   Antonio   Garcia,   Jordan   Taylor,   and   Nicky   Catsburg.   And   for   the   
#4   the   drivers   will   be   Tommy   Milner,   Nick   Tandy,   and   Alexander   Sims.     

One   piece   of   news   that   has   nothing   to   do   with   Sebring   was   the   announcement   that   Corvette   will   run   
the   WEC   8-hour   opener   at   Portimao   in   Portugal   on   April   4th   and   maybe   the    6   Hours   of   
Spa-Francorchamps   in   May.   This   has   been   made   possible   since   there   are   no   IMSA   GTLM   events   
scheduled   between   Sebring   and   the   Glen.   It   may   be   that   WEC   is   requiring   Corvette   to   attend   these   
events   if   they   plan   to   be   at   Le   Mans   this   year.   It   has   been   announced   that   the   drivers   for   Portimao   will   
be   Garcia   and   Oliver   Gavin.   So   far   there   is   no   official   announcement   from   Corvette   Racing   that   they   
will   be   at   Spa.   Since   Corvette   Racing   decided   not   to   attend   Le   Mans   last   year   because   of   the   
pandemic,   WEC   might   be   interested   in   seeing   more   C8.R   performance   data   before   making   the   Le   
Mans   invitation   for   2021   or   since   Corvette   always   seems   to   increase   fan   interest   the   ACO   might   just   
want   to   increase   ticket   sales   at   their   first   two   races.   In   any   event,   if   Corvette   Racing   wants   to   add   the   
Le   Mans   24   to   this   year’s   schedule   they   will   need   the   invitation.     

Daryl   Hicks   also   caught   this   photo   below   at   Sebring   on   the   24th   of   the   #63   C8.R   in   a   practice   session.   
The   consensus   opinion   seems   to   be   that   this   is   chassis   #004   which   ran   in   the   WEC   race   at   COTA   in   
2020   and   is   also   a   Daytona   24   winner.   It   will   probably   be   the   one   entered   at   Portimao.   The   silver   #3   
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above   was   a   second   place   winner   at   Daytona,   so   I   am   told.   The   #4   silver   above   was   the   paddock   
“show”   car   at   Daytona   this   year.   Close   inspection   of   the   nose   on   the   #3   and   #4   will   show   different   
aero   features   at   this   time.   

  

The   #63   GTE   Pro   at   Sebring   in   February   but   maybe   headed   to   Portugal   in   April?   

The   future   for   Corvette   Racing   at   Sebring,   and   even   all   of   IMSA,   will   be   going   through   massive   
changes   this   year   and   maybe   next   as   well.   IMSA   has   announced   that   this   year   will   be   the   end   of   the   
GTLM   class.   Their   decision   is   to   move   the   GTD   category   to   FIA   GT3   specs   and   have   a   variation   
named   GT3   Pro   that   would   use   the   same   FIA   rules   as   GT3   but   maybe   with   some   BoP   enhancements   
to   make   it   a   little   easier   for   pro   drivers   to   pass   around   the   GT3   traffic.   If   Corvette   Racing   takes   this   
approach,   I   expect   that   there   is   a   group   of   engineers   at   the   new   Pratt   Miller   already   working   on   the   
design.   Note   that   the   “&”   in   Pratt   &   Miller   has   been   removed   from   the   company   logo.   More   on   that   a   
little   later.     
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The   unknown   in   this   change   by   IMSA   is   what   the   ACO   plans   to   do.   Convergence   talks   between   IMSA   
and   the   ACO   have   been   going   on   for   years   but   so   far   WEC   does   not   allow   GT3   cars.   That   means   
Corvette   Racing   could   be   automatically   excluded   from   Le   Mans   -   or   any   other   WEC   races.   

Maybe   the   ACO   will   change   their   minds   and   accept   the   FIA   GT3   spec   for   their   lowest   class.   So   far   
they   have   shown   no   interest   in   GTD   and   they   have   had   little   problem   filling   the   garage   space   at   Le   
Mans   without   lowering   the   bar.   But   GTLM   in   IMSA   and   GTE   in   WEC   has   become   too   expensive   and   
the   number   of   entries   have   been   dropping.   The   Pro   category   has   become   a   private   club   for   
manufacturers   with   deep   pockets.   The   Am   category   is   still   expensive   but   since   the   chassis   must   not   
be   a   current   year   version   it   is   a   little   easier   for   teams   that   have   gentlemen   racers   with   deep   pockets   to   
run   in   the   24.   The   big   question   is   for   the   corporate   office.   Will   stepping   down   to   GT3   Pro   continue   to   
support   the   innovation,   performance,   engineering,   marketing,   and   corporate   goals   of   the   major   
manufacturers?     

Another   approach   might   be   the   anticipated   replacement   for   IMSA’s   DPi   and   WEC’s   LMP1   classes.   
The   goal   here   is   to   reduce   costs,   which   in   LMP1   have   gone   astronomical.   Also   if   things   work   out   
there   will   be   a   common   top   level   class   named   LMDh   for   both   sides   of   the   Atlantic.   Most   of   the   current   
discussion   on   naming   seems   to   be   revolving   around   the   “h”.   Does   it   stand   for   “hybrid”   or   does   it   stand   
for   hypercar?   Both   are   being   used   now.   This   will   still   be   a   prototype   class   but   with   additional   
emphasis   on   specifications   to   keep   down   the   cost   and   speeds   and   continuing   to   increase   safety.   The   
question   here   is   when   will   LMDh   be   ready   to   run   a   race?   It   kind   of   looks   like   2023   now.   

At   the   moment,   I   suspect   that   WEC   is   a   little   further   ahead   in   LMDh   planning   and   IMSA   is   a   little   
ahead   in   GT3   Pro   and   Am.   What   if   both   of   these   class   changes   actually   happen?   Where   does   
Corvette   Racing   land?   It   is   not   an   easy   question   for   the   Board   Room.   I   think   that   the   rest   of   this   year   
and   likely   even   most   of   next   year   are   going   to   be   a   wait   and   see   game.   If   either   Corvette   or   Cadillac   
end   up   in   the   new   LMDh   class   it   will   be   the   first   time   that   either   have   had   a   chance   at   an   overall   win   
at   Le   Mans.   
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Pratt   Miller   

By   Jon   Thorn   

As   a   devout   Corvette   Racing   fan,   an   internal   alarm   went   off   around   January   when   changes   began   
arriving   faster   than   I   could   process   them.   People   who   I’d   met   at   races   and   were   as   old   as   the   
foundation   under   Corvette   Racing   were   leaving   the   team.   IMSA   was   going   to   drop   GTLM   as   a   race   
class.    Oshkosh   Corporation   bought   Pratt   &   Miller.   Pratt   and   Miller!   The   CCA   even   had   a   recipient   at   
the   University   of   Maryland   who   benefited   from   our   endowment   for   students   of   Mechanical   
Engineering   and   went   on   to   get   a   job   at   P&M.   Then   in   February   I   found   out   that   the   “&”   was   gone   
from   Pratt   and   Miller!   My   conspiracy   driven   mind   could   not   handle   these   announcements   that   
happened   quietly   and   for   the   most   part   after   the   fact   as   far   as   I   could   tell.   It   was   more   than   I   could   
stand.   

Before   you   go   into   a   state   of   panic   too,   let   me   say   that   I   am   over   the   worst   of   it.   Pratt   Miller   turns   out   
to   be   one   “character”   less   difficult   to   type   and   they   have   a   nice   new   website   that   is   very   reassuring.   
You   should   check   it   out   if   you   have   the   time:    https://www.prattmiller.com/ .   They   even   still   have   a   nice   
section   on   motorsports:    https://www.prattmiller.com/markets/motorsports   

Jim   and   Gary   are   still   with   the   company   and   have   statements   in   the   “About”   section   which   is   at   the   
front   of   the   website   not   the   back:    https://www.prattmiller.com/about   

“We   believe   in   our   commitment   to   our   customers.   We   have   to   win.”   

-   Jim   Miller,   Co-Founder   &   Chairman   

For   30   years   Pratt   Miller   has   used   the   world’s   legendary   racetracks   as   technology   proving   grounds   to   
develop   many   race   programs,   including   Corvette   Racing,   the   most   successful   team   in   the   history   of   
the   American   Le   Mans   Series.   

“The   success   and   the   passion   that   we   have   for   motorsports   permeates   throughout   the   entire   
building.”   

-   Gary   Pratt,   Co-Founder   &   Senior   Vice   President   

As   a   dominant   force   in   professional   motorsports,   the   team   uses   a   proven   formula   of   attracting   and   
retaining   talented   people,   developing   robust   processes,   and   investing   in   advanced   technology   to   
achieve   the   highest   level   of   customer   and   employee   satisfaction.   Pratt   Miller’s   world-renowned   
motorsports   operation   has   evolved   into   the   innovative,   full-service   product   development   company   it   is   
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today.   With   over   300   employees,   Pratt   Miller   is   proudly   serving   a   global   customer   base   including   
those   in   the   Motorsports,   Defense,   Mobility   and   Innovation   industries.   

Winning   the   prestigious   “24   Hours   of   Le   Mans”   eight   times   is   a   testament   to   the   company’s   dedication   
to   being   the   best   in   all   we   do.   The   most   stringent   quality   requirements   are   met,   within   the   most   
time-compressed   deadlines.   No   project   leaves   the   facility   that   is   anything   less   than   beyond   
customers’   expectations   –   ensuring   that   Pratt   Miller   will   be   the   creator   of   tomorrow’s   standards.   

I   feel   much   better   already!   
Jon   Thorn,   Corvette   Courier   Editor   
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Status   of   the   New   Top   Tier   of   Endurance   Sports   Car   Racing   

By   Jon   Thorn   

The   IMSA   WeatherTech   Rolex   24   in   January   had   five   classes   eligible   for   the   starting   grid,   DPi,   LMP2,   
LMP3,   GTLM,   and   GTD.   The   top   tier   prototype   is   DPi   and   it   is   going   away   after   next   year   according   to   
a   convergence   plan   that   has   been   in   development   since   2018.   

IMSA   and   the   ACO   came   to   an   agreement   in   January   of   2020   and,   if   it   all   works   out,   the   end   result   
will   be   that   both   organizations   will   be   able   to   have   their   top   class   of   prototype   compete   with   each   
other   in   IMSA   and   WEC   events.   There   have   been   a   couple   of   chicanes   along   the   way   but   the   
convergence   appears   to   be   on   schedule.   

The   new   top   class   for   both   the   ACO   and   IMSA   is   called   LMDh.    It   will   be   the   replacement   for   the   
IMSA   DPi   class.   It   also   will   absorb   the    LMH   (Hypercar)   class   which   had   its   beginning   in   the   ACO   
around   2017   as   a   replacement   for   the   very   expensive   LMP1   class.   The   first   car   built   to   the   LMH   
specification   is   from   Scuderia   Cameron   Glickenhaus   and   it   began   testing   this   month.   

  

LMDh   Prototype   concept   from   Dailysportscar.com   

In   order   to   include   the   LMH   Hypercar   under   the   LMDh   spec   umbrella,   the   ACO   altered   the   LMH   
specification   in   May   of   2020   by   reducing   the   maximum   power   and   minimum   car   weight   to   the   same   
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as   for   the   LMDh   class.    In   addition   the   aero   specifications   have   been   made   identical.   Bringing   the   
LMH   Hypercar   into   the   LMDh   specification   does   still   open   up   a   few   issues   that   will   need   to   be   
resolved.   But   first   let’s   look   at   the   LMDh   requirements.   

The   LMDh   chassis   is   based   on   the   plans   for   the   next   generation   LMP2   class.   Four   suppliers   have   
been   approved   by   the   ACO   and   IMSA,   Dallara,   Liger,   Multimatic,   and   ORECA.   The   car   will   have   a   
minimum   weight   of   1030   kg.   Maximum   length   will   be   5100   mm.   Width   will   be   2000   mm.   And,   the   
wheelbase   will   be   3150   mm.   The   chassis   must   be   used   without   modification   as   supplied   by   the   
manufacturer.   

Engines   will   be   limited   to   470   kw,   about   630   HP   at   the   wheels.   

The   hybrid   system   will   be   tightly   spec   controlled   to   contain   costs.   The   identical   system   will   be   used   in   
each   car.   Power   will   be   held   to   50   kw   and   will   drive   through   the   rear   axle.   No   four   wheel   drive.   The   
battery   system   will   allow   200   kw   of   regeneration   capacity.   The   motor-generator   will   be   supplied   by   
Bosch.   The   battery   will   be   supplied   by   Williams   Advanced   Engineering.   XTrac   will   be   the   supplier   of   
the   gearbox.   

In   a   significant   change   from   prior   ACO   regulations,   the   LMDh   cars   will   have   much   more   freedom   to   
style   the   body   of   the   car   to   provide   brand   recognition.   This   of   course   could   impact   aero   performance   
so   the   spec   provides   that   aerodynamic   balance   is   capped   at   4:1   for   downforce   to   drag.   

In   terms   of   cost,   the   IMSA   goal   for   budget   purposes   is   $1.0   Million   dollars   for   the   car   without   the   
engine   and   hybrid   system.   

In   terms   of   performance,   the   goal   is   a   3:30   racing   lap   at   Le   Mans.   For   comparison,   the   fastest   
recorded   lap   during   qualification   was   3:14.791   by   Kamui   Kobayashi   in   a   Toyota   TS050   Hybrid   in   
2017.   
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Scuderia   Cameron   Glickenhaus   SCG   007   

There   is   one   issue   (and   probably   many   other   issues)   with   bringing   the   LMH   class   under   the   LMDh   
umbrella.   The   LMH   Hypercar   class   regulations   provide   that   the   car   “can”   run   a   front-axle   hybrid   
system.   It   does   not   have   to   include   this   feature   and   the   first   LMH   example   from   Scuderia   Cameron   
Glickenhaus,   the   SCG   007,   does   not   include   a   hybrid   option.   This   could   make   BoP   equalization   a   bit   
tricky.   Other   contenders   that   expect   to   compete   against   SCG   this   year   include   Toyota   and   ByKolles.   
Peugeot   hopes   to   join   them   in   2022.   Ferrari   announced   this   month   that   they   will   be   there   in   2023.   
Melding   LMH   Hypercars   in   with   LMDh   may   get   more   tricky   with   time   than   the   ACO   anticipated.   

It   looks   like   there   will   be   time   to   sort   things   out   following   the   IMSA   decision   during   the   2020   Le   Mans   
event   to   postpone   the   LMDh   class   introduction   until   2023.   
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For   Sale   

Free   “For   Sale”   Items   

  
NEW   condition:   all   leather   seat   back   for   ’92   and   ’93   
Corvettes   (and   possibly   earlier).   
It’s   part   of   a   set   that   I   bought   for   my   ’92   coupe,   but   I   
sold   the   coupe   after   installing   the   seat   bottom   (but   
before   installing   the   backrest/side   bolster   part).   
It   is   black   and   fits   both   driver   and   passenger   sides.   It   
is   FREE   to   a   good   home   if   you   will   arrange   to   pick   it   
up.   
  

I   also   have   a   seat   track   available   for   parts   or   repair.   
Same   price   as   the   seat   cover.     It   is   currently   
non-functional,   but   it   has   many   parts   that    could   
contribute   to   making   your   C4   power   seats   more   
powerful.   
  
  

Contact   Paul   Vale    ( paul.vale@gmail.com    or   
secretary@vette-club.org )     
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About   the   Corvette   Club   of   America   

Board   of   Directors   

Non-Board   Positions   

  
Newsletter   Mailing   Address   

Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   
19920   Mastenbrook   Place   
Gaithersburg,   MD   20886-1352     
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President   Jim   Streight   president@vette-club.org   240-839-1935  

Vice   President   Neal   Atwell   vicepresident@vette-club.org   301-605-4110   

Secretary   Paul   Vale   secretary@vette-club.org   301-570-9348  

Treasurer   Nita   Armstrong   treasurer@vette-club.org   443-852-1922  

Membership   Director   Paul   Donohue   membership@vette-club.org   240-720-7816  

Events   Coordination   Director   Devin   Streight   events@vette-club.org   240-468-8190  

NCM   Ambassador   Terry   Popkin   ncmambassador@vette-club.org   301-949-2464  

Competition   Director   Bill   Sandusky   competition@vette-club.org   301-801-7519  

Parliamentarian   Jon   Thorn   parliamentarian@vette-club.org   301-963-4864  

Vendor   &   Club   Relations   Director   Van   Vander   Haar   vendorrelations@vette-club.org   410-489-5002  

Webmaster   April   Hussey   webmaster@vette-club.org   240-720-7816  

Past   President   W.   Kelly   Ryan   pastpresident@vette-club.org   240-601-6045  

Courier   Editor   Jon   Thorn   newsletter@vette-club.org   301-963-4864  

Sale   Ad   Editor   Jon   Thorn   advertise@vette-club.org   301-963-4864  

HPDE   Instructor   Pat   Roney   racing@vette-club.org     

Maryland   
License   
Plates   

Nita   Armstrong   license_plates@vette-club.org   443-852-1922  
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History   (1956-2021)   

The   Corvette   Club   of   America   was   founded   by   John   Ralph   and   Charles   Eyre   who   organized   the   first   
club   meeting   on   July   17,   1956   at   a   Chevrolet   dealership   in   Arlington,   Virginia.   By   the   end   of   1957   the   
club   changed   its   name   from   the   Capital   Corvette   Club   to   the   Corvette   Club   of   America,   since   it   was   
the   intent   of   the   members   to   make   the   club   a   national   organization.   Before   the   end   of   the   following   
year,   the   club   had   over   one   hundred   members.   

In   1959,   the   Corvette   Club   of   America   held   an   organizational   meeting   of   Corvette   clubs   at   the   
Mayflower   Hotel   in   Washington,   DC.   The   result   was   the   formation   of   the   National   Council   of   Corvette   
Clubs   which   today   has   about   19,000   members   and   is   the   largest   non-profit   association   of   Corvette   
Clubs   in   the   United   States.   For   a   variety   of   reasons,   the   CCA   did   not   join   the   NCCC   until   July   of   1966   
and   was   awarded   club   #1   for   its   efforts   in   establishing   the   organization.   

In   July   2016,   the   CCA   notified   the   NCCC   that   it   would   terminate   its   50   year   membership   at   the   end   of   
the   year.   There   were   a   number   of   factors   but   the   CCA   felt   that   focusing   our   limited   resources   on   the   
National   Corvette   Museum   would   provide   more   benefit   for   the   Corvette   Community   as   a   whole.   

The   Corvette   Club   of   America   is   a   very   active   club   today   with   a   strong   mix   of   competitive,   social,   and   
charitable   activities.   

Through   the   years   the   CCA   has   seen   many   fine   members   come   and   go;   however,   one   thing   remains   
unchanged.   The   membership   is   composed   of   individuals   both   male   and   female,   young   and   old,   that   
share   a   common   interest,   America’s   Sports   Car   -   the   Corvette!   

Read   more   about   CCA’s   history   on   the   website:    www.vette-club.org/history   

Charities   

The   CCA   has   a   long   history   of   philanthropic   and   charitable   support.   From   the   earliest   days   of   the   
club,   there   has   always   been   a   strong   desire   to   give   back   to   the   community.   The   present   day   CCA   
continues   that   heritage   through   a   combination   of   direct   donations   to   worthy   charities   and   volunteering   
of   members’   time   and   effort.   Currently   our   principle   efforts   are   focused   toward   these   nine   
organizations   and   activities.   While   the   CCA   occasionally   provides   support   for   other   organizations,   
many   of   these   nine   have   been   on   our   principal   list   for   a   decade   or   more.   You   can   find   more   detailed   
information   on   the   CCA   website:    www.vette-club.org/charities   

    

The   Corvette   Courier   is   published   monthly   by   the   Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   -   ⓒ   2021    Corvette   Club   of   America,   Inc.   
First   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Website   Contest:   2020   

Second   Place   Winner   of   the   National   Corvette   Museum   Newsletter   Contest:   2015,   2018,   2020   

https://www.vette-club.org/history/
https://www.vette-club.org/charities/
https://www.vette-club.org/


The   Corvette   Courier     February   2021 Page   28   
  

Sponsors   

The   Corvette   Club   of   America   is   indebted   to   our   sponsors.   Without   their   help   and   support   the   club   
simply   would   not   exist.   We   maintain   an   area   on   our   website   to   recognize   the   help   they   provide   to   us   
and   we   encourage   you   to   review   this   information.   If   your   needs   for   products   or   services   align   with   
their   offerings,   please   be   sure   to   check   them   out   and   let   them   know   that   you   heard   about   them   from   
the   CCA.   Each   one   has   our   unconditional   recommendation.   Click   on   a   logo   for   more   information   or   
visit   the   sponsors   page   on   the   website:    www.vette-club.org/sponsors   
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The   Corvette   Club   of   America   is   proud   
to   be   exclusively   associated   with   

Sport   Chevrolet.   
  

...   Be   a   Sport   fan   too!   
  

3101   Automobile   Blvd.   
Silver   Spring,   MD   20904   
www.sportchevrolet.com   

Contact   Kyle   Bacon,   General   Sales   Manager   for   a   new   or   used   car   -   240-560-5540   
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