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Thank you to the men and women in Michigan and Kentucky whose dedication, brilliance, and hard
work have given us absolutely incredible street and racing Corvettes! And thank you to the Corvette
Nation for your support of GM, Corvette, and Corvette Racing! For my photographer friends: 1/25,
f/2.8, ISO 1250, Canon 1DX II, 31mm.
Photo credit: Richard Prince 1/9/21 Facebook
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President’s Perspective
Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935
Goodbye 2020...Hello 2021!
Here we are at the start of a new year. 2020 was a real challenge for our club and our members. We
had great expectations that we would be able to have more activities and more membership meetings
so we all could get together and share our common passion. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and in
keeping everyone safe, we could not hold our meetings and any of our activities were very limited.
This has not just had an effect on our club, but it has affected everyone’s lives. With a vaccine rollout
ramping up, we hope that 2021 may bring us back to some sense of a normal but safe life for our
members. We plan on having a number of great activities and trips for 2021 that will be safe and fun.
Since everyone has had ample time being house-bound in 2020 to study up on Corvettes, test your
knowledge!
Jim

CCA Corvette Trivia
1.

In what year was the first Corvette Coupe built?

2.

In what year was the first eight-cylinder V8 engine an option?

3.

In what years was Black not offered as an exterior color?

4.

In what year did the Corvette 200+ MPH supercar have its debut with 638 HP?

5.

In what years were only coupes produced?

6.

When did the Corvette first have Cross Fire Injection?

7.

What year was the Corvette built in both St. Louis and Bowling Green?

8.

What year did the National Corvette Museum open?

9.

What year between 1953 and 2021 was the year no Corvettes were built?

10. The passenger side airbag was added in which year?
11. In what year was the Mid-Engine Corvette introduced?
12. In what years did the Grand Sport designation return?
Answers can be found on page 6.
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Upcoming Events & Reminders
Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events

Hello everyone,
Happy new year!
At this moment, I am in talks with a national paint chip repair company for them to host a private
webinar for CCA members and guests. This should be a great virtual event that members can join
from the comforts and safety of their homes. Although it is not mandatory, I would suggest changing
out of your pajamas though. More information to come shortly!
We are also in communication with some nationally known Corvette parts companies to host
webinars on various topics that are relevant to C4-C8 Corvettes.
Hopefully, come spring, we will be able to have more in-person events. Many members have been
very helpful (and I thank you!) and have sent ideas for possible COVID-friendly events for the spring.
I have taken notes and have been laying the groundwork, so come warm weather, we can hit the
ground running.
Also, I have spoken with many breweries and wineries in the DMV that iterated their willingness to
host a CCA event once county Covid restrictions are changed.
Many great CCA events are coming in the near future. Stayed tuned...

Hope to see everyone soon!
Devin
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Corvette Ramblings
Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

I hope you are all doing well following our Happy New Year. For Evelyn and myself, we are still
hunkered down in our Covid bubble at home and everything is pretty much fine. I was very pleased
with the Rolex 24 this year. It is still on my bucket list to see one in person sometime but I have to say
it was exciting this year even though we were stuck here at home. I still had the issue of hopping
around looking for TV coverage but I guess I am so used to that now that it does not bother me as
much as in the past. The only sadness is knowing that GTLM is in its last year.
The pandemic has given me a chance to work more on the CCA history preservation project. It is not
going as quickly as I hoped but I am making progress at getting early Corvette Courier newsletters
into PDF format. There is a lot of history in this club and it will be good to get it preserved and into a
format that allows sharing it over the web. I think I’ll be ready in February to begin loading a batch of
early newsletters on our website.
As you probably realize there is a lot of change going on in IMSA, ACO/WEC, and of course Corvette
Racing. I took a stab at a short article on what I see happening at the moment. There is still a lot of
change coming. For endurance sportscar racing fans these next two years or so are going to be very
interesting. You can see my guess at the current status on page 14 in this Issue. If you have thoughts
on the subject I’d like to hear them.
I am still always looking for articles for the Pandemic Pastimes section. Let us know what you are up
to. It’ll help keep us connected. If you are on Facebook, check into our members only page, our open
to everyone page, or our members and “friends” group. If you need any help getting connected
please contact me.
Save the Wave – and hang in there. We’ll get through this.
-Jon
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Competition Report
Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross

We are back to looking for a new venue for our events. The area we used at BWI has been
downsized and too small to safely layout a course. We do have locations in Frederick, Rockville and
another lot at BWI we are checking into. Additional lots in Baltimore have also been passed along to
me, however I think they may be too far away to allow for club members to participate and/or just
volunteer.
SCCA will be back to running their autocross events, but they left FedEx field for Summit Point
Motorsports Park. BMW and PCA Potomac also run autocross events there. Again, I don’t feel this
location fits the style autocross event we run.
Our original plan was to start in April and run our normal five events. Our focus now is to first
find a location and then set an abbreviated schedule.

Ron Fellows Corvette Owners Performance Driving School
Art Bell
General Motors offered a $1,000.00 subsidy for the Ron Fellows Corvette Owners Performance
Driving School at Spring Mountain in Pahrump, Nevada for owners of the C8. I had gone to Spring
Mountain about 10 years ago and jumped at the chance to go again to the vastly expanded and
upgraded track facility. The two day event was really a C8 Familiarization program taking you way
beyond what a dealer or NCM Delivery program explains about the new car. The compliance with
COVID 19 safety precautions were strictly observed but in the car no mask was required.
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When I first attended the Spring Mountain program there was one building used as a combination
office and garage with classes held in the garage. Lunch was prepared by the ladies who staffed the
facility and the atmosphere was very relaxed and cordial. There was a schedule but the drivers’
interests resulted in a very flexible program with no feeling of bureaucracy. At the end of the 2nd day
one of my classmates had been bragging about his ability, although not evident on track, and he had
even challenged the instructor to a race! The instructor took him up on it for a lead follow run for a
selected short distance on the track, offering to run lead….backwards! Humiliation and butt kicking
resulted with the rest of us giving high fives to the instructor. Such antics would not occur at the new
highly structured Spring Mountain school.
We were allocated a C8 as “our” car for the two days equipped with a Performance Data Recorder
and a 16GB SD card to record our driving over the two days. There were 4 track sessions each day
starting with a random full group the first session and then broken into smaller groups based on the
instructors observed track ability of students. We rotated track time with classroom instruction on the
car, technical aspects and car features. For example, I didn’t know the 4 ways to open the front trunk.
We also learned numerous settings way beyond the basic modes explained to me at my NCM
delivery. The track options alone were complex requiring selecting numerous buttons on the steering
wheel and console. We had launch control exercises which were very impressive but I would never
do them in my car, braking instruction and various approaches to paddle shift. I absolutely fell in love
with paddle shifting on track and by the second day it measurably improved many aspects of my track
driving. I’m no fan of paddles on the street but I understand why paddles became an immediate “must
have” for F1!
Lunch was provided and gave us an opportunity to chat with other students, learn their car color and
options and their home location. The age group ranged from one guy in his 20s with me as the “old
man” in the crowd but on track no one noted my age! The group was very friendly and the couple of
us with track experience converted the others to sign up for an HPDE. It is surprising that so many did
not know beginner track experience was available at modest cost.
The last afternoon set us all up for an Autocross on a course the size of a football field. It was a long,
twisted, tight course with cones ready to jump out at your car. After two practice runs we were told the
3rd and final run would be timed with penalties for hitting a cone and failure to come to a complete
stop in the end of run box. I felt confident I would not be the slowest because I had tried to find the
best line in the two prior runs and was mindful where I would be closest to the cones. But I had never
run Autocross and held my hopes to modest results. When all was done and tallied they announced
top three results from 3rd to first. I was announced at 3rd and was very pleased until a correction was
restated and I was announced as the winner and given a plaque announcing “AUTOCROSS
CHAMPION”. All humility evaporated and I basked in the applause, handshakes and compliments of
my classmates. The honor of Corvette Club of America was upheld on October 2nd in Nevada!
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CCA Corvette Trivia Answers
(From Page 1)
1.
1963
2.
1955
3.
1953, 1955, 1970-1976, 2012
4.
2009 ZR1
5.
1976-1985, 1997
6.
1982
7.
1981
8.
1994
9.
1983
10.
1994
11.
2020
12.
1996 & 2010
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Membership Update
Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816
www.vette-club.org/membership
Membership Numbers
● 156 current memberships (98 local, 56 long-distance, 2 honorary)
● 13 renewals from December 30, 2020 to January 31, 2021
● 5 new memberships from December 30, 2020 to January 31, 2021
New Memberships
Name

Location

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

Rick G.
Tony S.
Louis C.
Timothy S.
John G.

Flower Mound, TX
Garnet Valley, PA
Colts Neck, NJ
Lincoln, NE
Cincinnati, OH

2009 Black
2017 Gray GS
2021 Red
2002 Red
2020 & 1969

CCA Website
CCA Website
Facebook
Other
CCA Website

01/30/2021
01/27/2021
01/24/2021
01/23/2021
01/03/2021

Membership & Renewal Information
The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.
If you were or are in your renewal period and unsure whether to renew at this time given the
circumstances, that’s not a problem. Just hang on to your final e-mail notice and you can return at
any time by clicking on the renewal link and your dues will still be $50 a year starting on the date you
rejoin.
* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org

MUSEUM NEWS
NCM announces leadership change

Jack Matukas, former NCM Board of Directors Chairman, to serve as interim CEO
The National Corvette Museum (NCM) Board of Directors announced January 13th that
President/CEO Dr. Sean Preston is leaving the organization where he has worked the last 19 months.
“We are grateful to Dr. Preston for the commitment and talent he brought to both the National
Corvette Museum and the NCM Motorsports Park,” stated NCM Chairman of the Board Glenn
Johnson. “Dr. Preston made a positive impact on our organization and we wish him the very best in
his future endeavors and thank him for his contributions.”
Johnson said that former NCM Board of Directors Chairman and Bowling Green retired Real Estate
executive Jack Matukas has agreed to serve as Interim CEO of the NCM during the transition. “We
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thank Jack for his willingness to once again serve the NCM,” said Johnson. The Board will engage a
search firm to conduct a national search for a new CEO.
Prior to joining the NCM in July 2019, Dr. Preston served as President of a non-profit independent
school in Portland, OR. A career educator, he previously served as Founding Foreign Consulting
President of the American School of Zhengzhou in Zhengzhou, Henan, China; Founding President of
John Crosland School in Charlotte, NC; and Executive Director of Cypress Heights Academy in Baton
Rouge, LA. He has a BS in Social Science Education from the University of Georgia, a Master of
Educational Leadership from Troy University, and earned his Doctorate in Educational and Non-Profit
Leadership from Liberty University.
Matukas served on the NCM Board of Directors from 2002 to 2015 and was the Chairman of the
Board in 2012 and 2013. He has been involved since he and his wife, Donna, visited the Museum
Annex in Bowling Green in 1989, seeing the vision and becoming Founding Members. The Matukas’
are Lifetime Members of the Museum, in the Spire Society, Members of the NCM Motorsports Park
Acre Club and have participated in the R8C Museum Delivery Program numerous times. He can be
reached at jack.matukas@corvettemuseum.org.

MUSEUM OFFERINGS
Corvette Trivia Offered Through Alexa
Part of the National Corvette Museum’s mission is
to educate the public on Corvette, and that mission
is now offered in the form of a game with the help
of Amazon’s Alexa. Anyone with an Alexa-enabled
device can participate in the new Corvette trivia
game simply by saying “Alexa, Play Corvette
Trivia.”
Alexa will ask you a series of Corvette history
questions and the game keeps up with your points
as you play. After each question are additional
facts and details, allowing you to dive deeper into
the various stories behind Corvette through each question. Players get three wrong answers before
they are out… but don’t worry, you can play as many times as you like.
Learn More

Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/
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A Look Back at Corvette Racing
With the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona about to start off the
2021 IMSA Weathertech Sportscar Championship, we
have a special treat for Corvette Racing fans
everywhere. In this episode of the Fully Vetted Podcast,
we look back at one of the architects of Corvette
Racing—2020 Corvette Hall of Fame inductee, Doug
Fehan.
Listen to the podcast from your favorite streaming
service, and be sure to subscribe and leave a review!
Tune In

Save on Family Memberships
Show your love for Corvette! In celebration of
Valentine's we are offering National Corvette Museum
Family Memberships for HALF PRICE! For only $50
you can become a Family Member of the Museum
(that's a savings of $50 off the regular price of $100).
What's even better? That $50 is tax deductible!
To take advantage of this promotion, just enter
VAL2021. Offer is good through Feb 28, 2021.
Learn More
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MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Interact with Exhibits Via QR Codes
Your favorite exhibits at the National Corvette Museum just got a little more informative! QR codes
have been placed throughout the displays, offering additional content on various cars, exhibits and
stories behind the iconic Corvette. Anyone with a smartphone (or tablet) can utilize the codes simply
by 'scanning' them with the phone (or tablet). The device will then launch the additional content,
typically a corresponding video.
Check Out Some of the Videos
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CORVETTE RACING
Chevrolet Names Klauser as First Sports Car Racing Program Manager
Chevrolet has named Laura Wontrop
Klauser as its newly created Sports
Car Racing Program Manager as the
manufacturer continues its shift
toward an engineering-based
approach throughout its motorsports
programs.
Klauser, who resides in Detroit,
moves into the role which includes
engineering and technical oversight
of Corvette Racing on behalf of
Chevrolet. Already she manages the
Cadillac DPi-V.R and Camaro GT4.R
programs in the IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship. The goal
is to expand the level of engineering
and technical direction for Corvette Racing as it sets a course for its future with the mid-engine
Chevrolet Corvette C8.R, along with all the Chevrolet road-racing programs.
Read More

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2020 NCM Spring Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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Pandemic Pastimes
By Jim & Devin Streight
Ever since we received our C3 Corvette back from restoration (regular readers and frequent flyers of
club events will recall the fire we had in our ‘69), we have noticed a decrease in overall power, and
heavy backfiring when the accelerator is released. Although backfires are seen as a positive within
the Honda crowd, we didn't find it so desirable. The car just didn’t have the same amount of power it
used to have, and under heavy acceleration it felt as if it was being held back, rather than the
immediate power you would expect from a 427 with Tri-Power carbs. In years past, the car was a very
consistent performer at CCA drag events running a best of 12.01 in the quarter mile. Not bad for a 50
year old car.
After troubleshooting possible culprits and generally playing around with many different things, we
found out that the original Transistorized Ignition system used on high performance engine options in
that era didn't age that well. In consulting with Tony from Tony’s Corvettes, he explained that these
factory T.I. distributors are known for sporadic issues and poor design. Hence why it was eventually
replaced by the HEI distributor. Tony also stated that recently his shop has been swapping them out
with aftermarket replacements after years of frustration trying to get them to work properly. In
addition, the guy who specializes in rebuilding/restoring T.I. distributors demands almost $800 for his
trouble. So after much debate, and considering that the distributor is well concealed under a shiny
factory stainless steel housing cover, we decided to make the upgrade to an aftermarket unit. (Cue
the angst of the purest.) But in our defense, they even manufacture them with the correct Corvette
tach drive!
When our new toy finally arrived, we first spent hours reading and memorizing the official installation
manual (not really, we basically just winged it and never opened the instruction manual). The truth is
that we actually ran out to the garage and ripped open the box like a kid at Christmas. We proceeded
to install our new distributor which officially tainted our all original Corvette but hopefully will make it
more enjoyable to drive. After several hours of installation, a few choice words, a couple of beers and
mostly troubleshooting why the car wouldn't start, we came to the conclusion that the new distributor
was defective. We were not getting any spark to the plugs. After removing the distributor and
speaking to the factory several times over a period of a week, we were asked to send it back to
California for testing and eventually, replacement. Ends up that the wiring harness provided with the
distributor was defective. After what seemed like a long and painful wait of 3 long weeks, we finally
received our replacement consisting of a factory tested distributor and new wiring harness. Although I
would love to report how the new distributor is working, I must remind you that it is usually under 32
degrees and our garage is unheated. A situation that will soon be remedied :)
So, the distributor will have to wait until such time that I can install it while still feeling my fingers!
More to come including incriminating photographs and additional riveting storytelling….
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Editor's note:
I am still looking for submissions for our “Pandemic Pastimes” series. Like all of you I’m looking
forward to the day when we can rename this section. This is a great way to stay in touch with other
Corvette club members. The idea is that this is a section of the newsletter where members can
communicate with the rest of the club and let us know how you are spending your time and what
“projects” you are working on during this unprecedented public health crisis. Members can submit an
article to newsletter@vette-club.org at any time.
If you have seen my “Ramblings” article in the October issue you’ll see how the idea for “Pandemic
Pastimes” evolved and there is more background on it in the November issue too. For my own part, I
have been working on preserving some of the club history. In particular, I am scanning early CCA
newsletters and getting them into PDF format to make them easily accessible from our website.

So, what is going on with GM sports car racing?
Jon Thorn
Most CCA Corvette Racing fans have probably seen the January 19th announcement of Laura
Klauser as the replacement for Doug Fehan. As often happens with large companies, a high profile
management appointment is not just an isolated promotion. It becomes an opportunity for significant
strategy, policy and other changes in direction. In the interest of full disclosure, I have to say at this
point that I have no clue about what is going on in General Motors, Cadillac, Corvette, Corvette
Racing or any other parties that will be named here. I am just a very dedicated Corvette racing fan
with a little extra time on my hands. I have a talent for putting two and two together and coming up
with three. Nevertheless, I see some patterns occurring that cause me to throw my wild ideas into the
ring with others who are far better at this sort of speculation. With that as an introduction, just be
aware that I do not have a clue about what I’m saying.
One thing that is certain is that Laura is well known and well liked in the Corvette and Cadillac
communities. We even have a CCA member that has known her for years, provided her with HPDE
instruction, and I believe even offered the loan of his personal Corvette Z06 for the track.
Here is a bit on her background drawn from a corporate press release in Corvette Racing News on
January 19th. After graduating with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters in Engineering
she started with General Motors in 2008. She spent eight years on the production side including
design work on the C7. In 2016 she was named Program Manager for the Cadillac ATS-V.R racing
effort in the Pirelli World Challenge. In 2017 Klauser helped launch the Cadillac DPiV.R race program
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which has since won two Manufacturers Championships, four Michelin Endurance Cup
Championships and 18 race victories including four consecutive Rolex 24 Daytona wins.
The first thing that caught my attention was Laura’s new title, “Sports Car Racing Program Manager.”
Here are two sentences from the Corvette Racing press release. “Klauser, who resides in Detroit,
moves into the role which includes engineering and technical oversight of Corvette Racing on behalf
of Chevrolet. Already she manages the Cadillac Dpi-V.R and Camaro GT4.R programs in the IMSA
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship.” Any question about this arrangement gets answered by
Mark Stielow, Chevrolet Director of Motorsports Competition Engineering. “Corvette Racing and GM’s
road-racing efforts will benefit from her engineering experience with both the Corvette and Cadillac
production cars and her relationship with a large number of our fans and Corvette owners.” It looks
like there is now one organization inside GM for sports car racing regardless of brand and whether it
is for sprint or endurance.
Before leaving Laura and adding more pieces to the jigsaw puzzle I want to emphasize the
“relationship” part of her background. We all know how adept Doug was at this and we can imagine
the value that GM places on it for the person serving as the external interface to GM’s competition
efforts. Laura has a long association with the SAE. She remains an active member and volunteer for
the FSAE program as the Events Coordinator for the Michigan Competition. (Think TERPS Racing for
the local example.) She has served on the SAE Detroit Section Board since 2011 and was the chair in
2018. She has been a regular attendee at Corvettes at Carlisle and the NCM. And, she participates in
track days driving her 2011 Grand Sport. And, of course, she has had lots of time at IMSA tracks with
Cadillac.
Shifting gears to Cadillac for a moment, the issue with our jigsaw puzzle is that the pieces have to fit
together and make some sense. GM is heading toward EV at warp speed. While there have been
comments about GM’s desire to reduce low volume dealers, since December it looks like 150 of the
880 Cadillac dealerships are going away in 2021 as part of a buyout offer from GM in lieu of their
having to (reportedly) invest up to $200,000 to support electric vehicles. So, we probably need to
factor in a sharp turn toward an electric powered lineup for Cadillac from the showroom.
The next jigsaw piece to look at is the class structure in IMSA. For this year there are five classes:
DPi, LMP2, LMP3, GTLM, and GTD. There are two trends going on here that affect GM and Corvette.
The first is that IMSA has announced that this will be the last year for the GTLM class. The plan is to
add a Pro-only class to GTD now that the class has been designed around GT3 cars. There are still
details to resolve but it looks like Corvette will fall into that top class of GTD called “Pro”. It is not
necessarily just for factory entrants though. The requirement is that the full team of drivers have to be
professionally rated. So it looks like anyone who can afford the price can run a team in GTD Pro. The
good news is that costs will drop substantially compared to building a GTLM car. It looks like all GTD
entries will have to meet the same GT3 specs. So, I guess any performance difference in GTD Pro
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will have to come from BoP. The second trend, or obstacle, is that GT3 cars are not allowed by WEC.
This may eliminate Corvette running at Le Mans.
IMSA’s DPi and GTLM is not the only class with runaway costs. The ACO/FIA has huge cost
problems with the LMP1 class. The grid is shrinking. IMSA and WEC have been trying to come up
with a common solution for LMP1 and DPi with the LMDh class. This convergence effort will apply to
both sanctioning bodies if things work out. In addition to reducing costs, the merger of classes allows
entering each other’s races thus helping the grid size as well as having a worldwide audience for
manufacturers looking for that. There is still much discussion on what the “h” means in LMDh. Both
“hybrid” and “hypercar” are currently being tossed around depending which side of the pond you live
on.
How this all fits in with Cadillac, Corvette, and GM is a giant and I suspect an evolving part of the
jigsaw puzzle.
If Corvette is relegated to GTD Pro, either something has to change in the ACO about the GT3 class
or Corvette will have to settle for being America’s Sports Car. From a marketing point of view for GM
that could be a bit of a problem considering the effort going into producing right hand drive from the
factory and an apparent desire to expand marketing to a larger part of the world. As I think you will
see, the issue is even more complicated.
The convergence efforts between IMSA and the ACO for the replacement of the current LP1 and DPi
classes appears to be right on schedule. This hopefully will provide a common top class. It will benefit
from a long history and established market on both sides of the Atlantic. Of course, the question for
GM is what do you do about this? For many reasons, I think it is unlikely to have Cadillac and
Corvette race against each other. Which one gets picked? Both brands are pushing a performance
image. Both are moving toward an EV future. Both brands tout a story of engineering improvement
driven by a strong racing program. I am sure egos from both brands would love the chance to have
an overall win at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. Both would like to have a larger international market. It is
likely the decision has been made and is just not public yet. It will be interesting to see how GM
solved this “problem.”
In closing out this topic for now, I’d like to give you a few details on the new LMDh class. If you would
like more information here is a good place to start:
http://www.dailysportscar.com/2020/12/02/endurance-racing-101-part-one-what-is-lmdh.html
The chassis will be based on next generation LMP2 specifications and after a year in LMDh the
chassis will be allowed in LMP2. (This is like the current ACO split between GTE Pro and GTE Am
which requires GTE Am to run an older chassis than GTE Pro.)
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Four chassis constructors have been approved by the ACO and IMSA: Dallara, Ligier, Multimatic, and
ORECA. The chassis must be used without alteration.
Minimum weight – 1030 kg. Minimum length – 5100 mm. Width – 2000 mm. Wheelbase – 3150 mm.
In a significant change by the ACO, “there is more freedom to style the bodywork for manufacturer
relevance and brand recognition.” This has been a sticking point for IMSA because they wanted the
freedom to have styling changes.
Aero is limited to 4 to 1 for downforce versus drag.
The internal combustion engine will be manufacturer defined and produce “a minimum peak” of 470
kw (approx 630 BHP) at the wheels.
The hybrid system – if used – will be spec with a maximum of 50 kw “through the rear axle.” The
battery will allow 200 kw of regeneration capacity. The hybrid system will be provided by a team –
motor by Bosch, battery by Williams, gearbox by XTrac.
Performance target is 3:30 lap time at Le Mans which is significantly slower than LMP1 times.
Chassis cost is estimated at 1 million euro for a complete car without engine or hybrid system.
Introduction was set for 2022 but now, more likely, it will be 2023.

Corvette Racing At Daytona: Rolex 24 Winners Quotes
Corvette Racing News
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (Jan. 31, 2021) – Corvette Racing’s No. 3 Mobil 1/SiriusXM Chevrolet
Corvette C8.R of Antonio Garcia, Jordan Taylor and Nicky Catsburg won the GT Le Mans (GTLM)
category of the Rolex 24 At Daytona on Sunday for the first long-distance victory for the mid-engine
Corvette race car.
Taylor led a 1-2 Corvette C8.R finish to the checkered flag ahead of Tommy Milner’s No. 4 Mobil
1/SiriusXM Corvette C8.R that he drove with Nick Tandy and Alexander Sims. This is the fourth Rolex
24 victory for Corvette Racing and first since 2016.
JIM CAMPBELL, CHEVROLET U.S. VICE PRESIDENT, PERFORMANCE AND MOTORSPORTS:
“Winning the opening race in the 2021 IMSA season keeps momentum going from the end of last
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season,” said Jim Campbell, U.S. vice president Performance & Motorsports. “What a difference a
year makes! I am so proud of the progress Corvette Racing team has made since last year’s race to
win the 2021 Roles 24 At Daytona with the Corvette C8.R. It so special to win this endurance race at
Daytona for the fourth time in our class.”
LAURA KLAUSER, CHEVROLET SPORTS CAR PROGRAM MANAGER: “What an amazing team
effort by everyone at Corvette Racing to get the Corvette C8.R to Victory Lane with a one-two finish in
the Rolex 24 At Daytona. It was a hard-fought battle for this incredible result. The months of work and
preparation by everyone associated with this program were evident today on both sides of the
Corvette garage. This truly is One Team. I’m proud and pleased for the teams, our Corvette owners
and our fans. This is the best possible way to start a new season, and we are going to work hard to
capitalize on this momentum.”
ANTONIO GARCIA, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R – GTLM RACE
WINNER: “This is both one of the best days of my career but also one of the most frustrating and
disappointing. I did have COVID in late December with some symptoms. I isolated until I fully
recovered, and followed all Spanish and CDC protocols to be cleared for traveling. It’s frustrating but
there are protocols that are in place for this. It’s painful not to be able to celebrate with Jordan, Nicky
and the rest of the team. We worked so hard over the past months and weeks to achieve an
endurance win like the Rolex 24. We didn’t make mistakes, we had good pace with the Corvette.
After winning the championship a year ago, this was the type or result we all wanted for the start of a
new season.
“Ever since we started at Daytona with this new car, we knew it would be fast and competitive.
Obviously, the preparation we had last year wasn’t enough to win this race. But after the lockdown,
that gave us an opportunity to develop the C8.R and we went on to win six races as a team and the
championship. Last year, we didn’t manage to win a long race so it was still in our minds to get this,
and now we’ve started with a big one like the Rolex. We proved today that Corvette Racing was the
strongest team.
“I have to say this was a flashback to the 2016 race (a runner-up finish in a Corvette 1-2). It was
pretty nerve-wracking when it looked like it could happen again but I’m glad we came out on top this
time.”
JORDAN TAYLOR, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R: “It is definitely
different. My two previous ones were in prototype with my Dad’s team. I never had a chance to finish
the race when we won, so I think that part of it was definitely daunting and intimidating. I was
extremely nervous the hour leading up to my last stint, just knowing what was at stake and how big of
a deal this race is for Corvette Racing and to Chevrolet. To have everyone here and seeing the
history of the team at this event… the success is kinda down to your hands in that last couple of
hours when you are in the car. I wanted to do my job well and hit my marks and not make mistakes. I
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had an amazing battle with Tommy (Milner)… super respectful. I thought it was a great race. I’m just
so happy. It’s my first class win at Daytona and third Rolex. So unbelievable and I never could have
dreamed it any better to be honest.
“It is just a testament to Corvette Racing. It just speaks volumes about the team and proof of what
they’ve done in the past and how well they execute these big events. The Corvette C8.R has only
done one 24-hour race, and that was last year. So to come back in their second year and finish
one-two with no issues is just unbelievable. We had perfect strategy, perfect pit stops and none of the
drivers made mistakes. It’s all down to the team and execution and teaching the drivers what they
need to do to win these events. It’s an honor to be a part of it. The driver is just a small piece of the
whole puzzle. We get to stand on the podium but all the people on the team deserve it. They are the
ones that put in the hard work in the offseason to make it all possible.
“It was bittersweet to end the day like we did with Antonio having to leave the track after the test. I
was super upset and disappointed for him when I got out of the car after what I thought was my last
stint and was told he couldn’t get back in the car. He lives for these events, especially this one. He
really wanted to finish this race to capitalize on when they finished second in 2016 to kind of make up
for that. So I felt bad for him in that respect, but he should be unbelievably proud of this whole team.
He is the leader of this No. 3 car. He’s the one that drives the setup of it which is why we were so
quick at the end of the race. He’s taught me so much as a driver, understanding the tires, how to do
drive the car and understanding this new GT world that I’m in. If it wasn’t for Antonio, there’s no way I
would have driven that last stint the way I did. Huge thanks to him. I know I’ll see him in a couple
weeks when he can come back into the country and we can hang out and celebrate in person. I know
he will hold this Rolex proud. I’m so honored and happy to be a part of this with him. We’ve never
won an endurance race as teammates so this is the first one and very special.”
NICKY CATSBURG, NO. 3 MOBIL 1/SiriusXM CHEVROLET CORVETTE C8.R: “This feels
amazing. The Rolex 24 is a race I always wanted to win, and now we did it. It’s a little weird with what
has happened with Antonio, but we still did it together and it is an awesome victory. It’s the first
endurance win with the Corvette C8.R so yes, this is amazing!”
NICKY DID THIS COME AS A SURPRISE: “It doesn’t come as a surprise but you still need to make
it happen, drive for 24 hours and make no mistakes. The C8.R showed it could do it. It won the
championship last year. After a year of development and coming back to Daytona, I always knew we
were going to have a shot at this one. The team, the car, the drivers… everything needed to work
perfectly and it did.”
Corvette Racing – CORVETTE RACING AT DAYTONA: Rolex 24 Winners Quotes
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For Sale
New Corvette battery protection package.
Never out of the box. Cost $100. Sale $60.00

New C7 front brake cooling kit and wheel blocker.

New For Sale $60.00

Contact Larry @ 301-526-1462 for either or both of the above items.
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Free “For Sale” Items
NEW condition: all leather seat back for ’92 and ’93
Corvettes (and possibly earlier).
It’s part of a set that I bought for my ’92 coupe, but I
sold the coupe after installing the seat bottom (but
before installing the backrest/side bolster part).
It is black and fits both driver and passenger sides. It
is FREE to a good home if you will arrange to pick it
up.
I also have a seat track available for parts or repair.
Same price as the seat cover. It is currently
non-functional, but it has many parts that could
contribute to making your C4 power seats more
powerful.
Contact Paul Vale (paul.vale@gmail.com or
secretary@vette-club.org)
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Jim Streight

president@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Vice President

Neal Atwell

vicepresident@vette-club.org

301-605-4110

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

W. Kelly Ryan

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-601-6045

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

newsletter@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

HPDE Instructor

Pat Roney

racing@vette-club.org

Maryland
License
Plates

Nita Armstrong

license_plates@vette-club.org

Non-Board Positions

443-852-1922

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2020)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2021 Corvette Club of America, Inc.
First Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Website Contest: 2020
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018, 2020

The Corvette Courier

January 2021

Page 24

Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors

The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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