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Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935

Holiday Greetings Fellow Corvetters,
Here we are at the end of the year and it has been a real challenge for our club and our members.
We had great expectations that we would be able to have more activities and more membership
meetings so we all could get together. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and in keeping everyone
safe, we could not hold our meetings and any of our activities were very limited. This has not just had
an effect on our club, but it has affected everyone’s lives.
With vaccines starting to roll out, we hope that 2021 may bring us back to some sense of a normalcy
both at home and in the Corvette world. We plan on having a number of great Corvette Club of
America activities, competitions and trips for 2021 that should be safe and fun.
THANK YOU – Since we are not having our annual Awards Banquet anytime soon, I want to thank
our Board for their leadership, passion, and dedication to this wonderful club. In addition, I would like
to thank all of you, our members, for your continued support and patience throughout this past year.
From my family to yours, we wish you all a very joyous holiday season and a happy, healthy, and
rewarding new year.
Respectfully,
Jim
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Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events
Hello everyone,
I hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and holiday season. Although 2020 has restricted our
wonderful community from sharing in the joy of our Corvettes, I am confident that 2021 will bring us
back together.
As a side note, your Events Director could have been seen in disguise as Santa Claus cruising the
streets of Rockville. The Fire Department that I volunteer with has been doing Santa Runs for many
decades now, and this year I was Santa!

Ho Ho Ho,
Devin
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Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

It goes without saying that this has been a weird year. It looks like the next few months will not be
much different. But 2021 still holds much promise for us and with some luck and effort hopefully next
December’s newsletter will have a much better story. In the meantime, I encourage you to stay in
touch through our Facebook accounts. Let us know what you have been doing if you get a chance. A
short article for the Pandemic Pastimes would

be terrific.
If there is a theme at all for this issue it involves a look back in time. The cover photo is from 2012 at
our annual Founder’s Day Picnic. Here is another favorite photo from November of 2012. This was
our presentation ceremony at the
NCM when we delivered our “One
Acre Club” donation to help kick off
the development of the NCM
Motorsports Park.
In the photo, from the left, we have
Nita Armstrong, Wendell Strode
(NCM), Rich Taylor, Pat Roney,
me, Bob Couse, Art Bell, and Roc
Linkov (NCM & CCA).
One additional thing making this a
very memorable day was the fact
that Art provided us with air
transportation! It was, and will
always be, my fastest trip to the
NCM - breakfast in Maryland, lunch
in Bowling Green, and home for
dinner.
Thanks to Roc, we even got a tour of the future track by following a bunch of flag markers through
fields of tall grass - bouncing along in a Suburban. It is much quicker now in a Z06!
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Rounding out this edition of the Corvette Courier is a look at the Courier from December of 1964. I’ve
been spending some of my “free” time getting old club documentation into PDF form to help preserve
our club history and make it easily accessible to members over the web. It is not very exciting work
but I’ll have more to announce in early 2021.
I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday time! As we head into our 65th anniversary year, I
can promise that we will be doing everything we can to maintain our tradition of being an active and
fun club. With some extra luck, we might be able to continue publishing the Courier each month and
keep it interesting as well!
Save the Wave!
-Jon
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Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross



WHAT IS TRACKCROSS ??????

I thought this might be a good subject to bring up since the autocross season is complete.
Trackcross in its simplest definition is autocross at high speed without any cones. For some of you
autocrossers who can’t seem to avoid enough cones, this might seem a great alternative.
Trackcross is run on a road course instead of a parking lot like we use. There are no cones and it
is done for a short distance not the full length of the road course. There is a start and stop and it is
timed, so the idea is to drive as fast as you can safely. Another nice feature is there are no work
assignments. Events are run rain or shine just like autocross.
Summit Point runs a program for this after the normal road course season, so it can be a bit chilly at
times since these are usually run in November and December. They usually run two events in one
day using two of the road courses, one in the morning and a different one in the afternoon. Costs are
about triple what you would pay for an autocross. So if you would like to try something different, this
might be an option to explore in 2021.
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Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816
www.vette-club.org/membership
Membership Numbers
● 165 current memberships (111 local, 52 long-distance, 2 honorary)
● 56 renewals from November 27 to December 30, 2020
● 7 new memberships from November 27 to December 30, 2020
New Memberships
Name

Location

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

Daniel & Shane L.
Chuck P.
Joe & Kerry W.
Michael & Diana G.
Rudy Y.
Mary T.
David & Kelly H.

Voorhees, NJ
Woodbine, MD
Leesburg, VA
Kearneysville, WV
Tyrone, GA
Mont. Village, MD
Murrysville, PA

2008 Orange
2021 Red Z51
2013 Black Conv.
2010 Black GS
1964 Red Conv.
Not Yet
2015 Blue Z51

Other
CCA Website
Member Terry P.
Acquaintance
Past Member
Member Jon T.
CCA Website

12/25/2020
12/23/2020
12/21/2020
12/16/2020
12/10/2020
12/06/2020
12/04/2020

Membership & Renewal Information
The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.
If you were or are in your renewal period and unsure whether to renew at this time given the
circumstances, that’s not a problem. Just hang on to your final e-mail notice and you can return at
any time by clicking on the renewal link and your dues will still be $50 a year starting on the date you
rejoin.
* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador

ncmambassador@vette-club.org
MUSEUM OFFERINGS

Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/
MUSEUM NEWS
Tom Peters, Retired GM Design Chief, Joins NCM Team

A familiar face from General Motors is re-emerging from retirement to join the team at the National
Corvette Museum. Tom Peters, former Director of Design for the GM Performance Car Studio and
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2019 Corvette Hall of Fame inductee, has joined the Museum’s curatorial team effective January
2021 as Consulting Curator of Exhibits. Tom is no stranger when it come to assisting the Museum
exhibits, having co-curated ‘Car-toon Creatures, Kustom Kars and Corvettes: The Art and Influence of
Ed “Big Daddy” Roth’, a special exhibit that officially opened in January, 2020 and continues through
April, 2021.
Read More
MUSEUM EVENTS
Museum in Motion: Plantation Tour
2021 will bring a rescheduled Museum in Motion trip
that offers the best the New Orleans area has to
offer! March 30 - April 3 will feature our 'Plantation
Tour' road trip, giving participants the chance to visit
sites including Oak Alley, Laura Plantation, National
WWII Museum, Garden District, Harrah's Casino,
Steamboat Natchez, Houmas House Plantation &
Gardens and a Jean Lafitte Swamp tour.
The tour includes hotel, most meals and all activities and is $1590 for the primary registrant and $440
for the passenger. Members receive a $40 discount per registration.
View the Complete Itinerary

CORVETTE NEWS
2021 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray : Car and Driver 10 Best
Car and Driver’s annual awards cut
through the crowded market of more than
300 cars, trucks, SUVs, and vans to find
the 10 that live up to their purpose while
delivering incredible value and a great
driving experience.
Making the cut for 2021 was the 2021
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. “Styling
changes, technology advances, and
engines move, but the Corvette remains a
performance value for all time.”
Read More
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CORVETTE RACING

Farewell to Fan Favorite Fehan

On Wednesday, December 16th, it
was announced that after 25 years,
Doug Fehan is stepping down for
his role as Program Manager for
the Corvette Racing team. Doug
was one of the architects of what
would become the most successful
GT race team in the world.
Together, the team would take the
overall win at Daytona in 2001, 8
class victories at Le Mans, 113
worldwide victories, and 13
Manufacturers Championships,
which is more championships than all of their competitors COMBINED since the team started racing.
In addition to his work as Program Manager, he also served as a spokesperson for Corvette Racing
where his interactions with the fans became legendary. With uncommon humor and candor, he would
talk about the challenges of racing, while always emphasizing how Corvette is the best example there
is today of technology transfer between race car and street car. Consequently, he saw every Corvette
owner as a valuable member of the Corvette Racing team as they provided the support that fueled
the team’s success.
Thank you, Doug, for all that you have done for Corvette’s reputation as performance icon, and for
your work in making America’s sports car respected all over the world. Most of all though, thank you
for making us all a part of the team.
Doug is a member of the 2020 Corvette Hall of Fame.
Read More About Doug’s Career
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CORVETTE RAFFLES
Your next chance to win a Corvette is Thursday, January 14 at 2pm CT when one lucky winner will
get the opportunity to “Build Your Own” 2021 Corvette, selecting between a coupe or convertible
Stingray as well as the color and options. Tickets on this raffle are $250 and the raffle is limited to
1,500 tickets.
 Full information on this raffle

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2020 NCM Spring Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Newsletter editor
I am still looking for submissions for our “Pandemic Pastimes” series. Like all of you I’m looking
forward to the day when we can rename this section. But for now, one challenge we have is keeping
this newsletter running while club activity is at an all-time low. Hopefully this might be a way to stay in
touch with other club members. The idea is that this is a section of the newsletter where members
can communicate with the rest of the club and let us know how you are spending your time and what
“projects” you are working on during this unprecedented public health crisis. Members can submit an
article to newsletter@vette-club.org at any time.
If you have seen my “Ramblings” article in the October issue you’ll see how the idea for “Pandemic
Pastimes” evolved and there is more background on it in the November issue too. For my own part, I
have been working on preserving some of the club history. In particular, I am scanning early CCA
newsletters and getting them into PDF format to make them easily accessible from our website.
In the following section, “Looking back 56 years”, I selected the December 1964 newsletter edition to
give you an idea of what I’m working on in my pandemic bubble. Some of the newsletters are in fairly
poor shape so a bit of the effort is in post-processing the images before creating the PDF file for the
web. The example here is more difficult to read than most of the files I am working on because of the
need to fit it into this newsletter. Rather than creating a PDF, I needed to have JPG image files. That
allows them to be inserted into this newsletter like a normal photo and it also allows squeezing the
image down so that a page of the original newsletter fits into a page of our newsletter template.
Reducing the size of the original makes them a bit harder to read but I think you will still find many
interesting things by looking at what the 1964 club had going on at this time of year. The PDF copy
that ends up in our newsletter archive will be much easier to read.
I’ll keep you updated on this club history preservation project in future newsletter articles and I hope
you will consider submitting an article to “Pandemic Pastimes” to let us know what you are doing in
these strange times.
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Looking back 56 years
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By Paul Vale
I have a nephew in Chattanooga who’s an engineer at the
Volkswagen plant near there. He met a lovely young lady at
UT Chattanooga and in November, they were married. Debbi
and I decided to drive to Chattanooga for the wedding, and
visit our oldest son and his family (who also attended the
wedding) in Atlanta on the return trip. In times of pandemic, it
must be said that we all took the Coronavirus seriously, and
wore masks and followed CDC guidelines, and so did the
wedding party. No cases of Covid came out of the wedding
celebration. So what does this have to do with car events? I’m
glad you asked.
While we were in Atlanta, my son, Chris, reminded me that
Atlanta has 3 race tracks nearby, and he had scheduled us to
go karting at Atlanta Motorsports Park shortly after our arrival.
The invitation included me, Debbi and our youngest son, Colin.
So on Friday morning we all hopped into Chris’ station wagon
and headed north to Atlanta Motorsports Park just North of
Atlanta for several sessions of go-karting in 70 degree (!)
weather to see if any of us could distinguish ourselves at
motor racing. AMP has two tracks- one for serious road
racing, and another for serious go-karting. Both tracks have
garages to store your car or your kart, depending on your
passion. While we were registering for the karting, we were able to ‘browse’ through the karting
showroom, and see high end ‘shifter karts’ that were selling for north of $7,000! (That’s just a little
less than I paid for my first Corvette back in 1975.)
Then we got a briefing on the track. The track
manager emphasized that there is a turn leading into
a 4 story drop followed by a 180 turn and a 4 story
hill. He said the secret was to brake downhill early
and then near the bottom hit the gas so you’d have
some speed to get you up the hill. That’s easier said
than done since there are no front brakes, and it
feels like the rear brakes only work on one wheel.
The four of us were put in a heat with about a dozen other would-be Lewis Hamiltons, and waved out
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onto the track for a ten lap session. My go-kart had a far less sophisticated suspension than my
Corvette, and I felt every bump on the race track as I tried to channel my inner Dick Thompson. I
passed a few racers and a few racers passed me, but the visceral feeling of speed while traveling just
a few inches above the track was an absolute thrill.
With brief respites between heats, we got in a lot of seat time. After the last session, the computer
screen in the ready area showed Colin had captured Fastest Time of Day with an experienced karter
second and Chris third. Colin’s win shocked everyone (including Colin) since he’s not a long time car
guy. After the karting sessions, we drove over to the sports-racing track to see some Miatas
(naturally) and a McLaren taking advantage of the no-speed-limit track. When the McLaren came into
the pits at the end of its session, you could see the heat waves emanating from the engine
compartment behind the driver.
The drive home was spent reliving the thrills of the day.

The Next Saturday the SCCA held an autocross at Atlanta
Motor Speedway, a 1.5 mile oval track just south of
Atlanta. We didn’t get to use the Speedway, but Atlanta
SCCA had laid out a challenging course in the enormous
main parking lot. The dimensions of the lot we used were
about 1500 feet by 500 feet with very few light poles. I’ve
autocrossed in the DC area for many years, but I had
never seen such an enormous course. Chris and I were
the only attendees from our family, and I used Debbi’s
BMW 128i to
test my skills on this definitely Corvette-friendly lot. I had
tried to get her to go along with driving the Corvette on this
trip, but her need for changes of clothing (and shoes)
trumped my pleading for taking our C5 convertible. Still,
the BMW is pretty agile, especially in the slaloms and tight
turns the organizers designed into the course to keep
speeds reasonable. Chris was driving a supercharged
Mini Cooper that had been prepped by its previous owner
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for HPDE, and this was Chris’ first chance to see how well it performed in an autocross. He and I had
brought chairs to sit on and water to drink, but our preparations paled in comparison to some of the
more serious competitors. More than one driver had a back pack water sprayer to spray water over
their intercoolers between runs. At least four or five entrants had tire warmers to slip over their tires
as soon as they got back from their runs to keep their tires warm! (I saw tire blankets being used in
Formula 1 racing prior to the start of the race, and thought, “That’s a bit excessive!” What did I know!)
Everyone had tire gages and air pumps to adjust tire pressures between runs, but I kind of expected
that.
Before the first run, we scoped out the competition.
There were several Corvettes from C4 to C7s, including
at least 3 C5 Z06s; Miatas galore and Datsun 350Zs.
Subaru WRXs and their ilk, a Dracula inspired Sprite
and a clapped out Lotus 7 clone. Their owners were
old and young, friendly and taciturn, but mostly friendly.
I had never driven the (auto trans) BMW in an
autocross before, so I put it in second gear and tried to
concentrate on memorizing the course. The SCCA
used lots of pointer cones to ensure fewer DNFs, and I
got the hang of the course pretty quickly. Chris’ Mini has a 6-speed and he was able to use 2nd and
3rd gears in getting around the course. Then I discovered Sport mode in the shifter, and found that
BMW must have known that some people would want to push their cars a little. In sport mode, the
transmission shifts automatically, but at higher RPMs. That reduced my elapsed times by allowing me
to concentrate on other things.
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Working the course on alternate sessions helped me appreciate the enormous size of the course. I
also learned to appreciate the different strategies needed for different cars. Somebody brought a
Lincoln Town Car to run…and it did surprisingly well!
For the afternoon session, the organizers did something I had never seen before- they used ‘chalk
paint’ to define the course in some of the tighter turns. It allowed participants to better visualize the
course, and prepare for the turns. There were no changes to the course layout, but everyone’s times
improved.
A participant with a Black Z06 became the only casualty of the day when he lost traction in a turn and
kissed a curb. The event was delayed for about 20 minutes while they towed him out of the way.

What a fun event! I love CCA’s autocrosses, but if we could only get BWI to let us lay out a course on
one of their runways, then we could show those Atlantans a thing or two.
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Year end MEME dump
Paul Vale
Sadly, many CCA members have been busy shopping and visiting with long lost relatives and have
not been keeping up with the deluge of memes that
come with the holidays. Never fear, I have been
scouring the web for memes and have put them in an
Oracle database that is searchable and backed up to

the cloud. I turned my search engine up and
tuned it to only provide the finest Car, Covid or
Christmas related memes.
Enjoy!
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Happy New Year Everybody!
Drive Carefully on New Year’s Eve.
Don’t forget, the meme you save may be your own.
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For Sale

New Corvette battery protection package.
Never out of the box. Cost $100. Sale $60.00

New C7 front brake cooling kit and wheel blocker.
New For Sale $60.00

Contact Larry @ 301-526-1462 for either or both of the above items.
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Free “For Sale” Items
NEW condition: all leather seat back for ’92 and ’93
Corvettes (and possibly earlier).
It’s part of a set that I bought for my ’92 coupe, but I
sold the coupe after installing the seat bottom (but
before installing the backrest/side bolster part).
It is black and fits both driver and passenger sides. It
is FREE to a good home if you will arrange to pick it
up.
I also have a seat track available for parts or repair.
Same price as the seat cover. It is currently
non-functional, but it has many parts that could
contribute to making your C4 power seats more
powerful.
Contact Paul Vale (paul.vale@gmail.com or
secretary@vette-club.org)
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Jim Streight

president@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Vice President

Neal Atwell

vicepresident@vette-club.org

301-605-4110

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

W. Kelly Ryan

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-601-6045

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

newsletter@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

HPDE Instructor

Pat Roney

racing@vette-club.org

Maryland
License
Plates

Wayne Hatcher

license_plates@vette-club.org

Non-Board Positions

240-382-4476

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2020)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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