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Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935

Greetings!
Welcome to November 2020. Wishing everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving. Hoping you get some
time to spend with family and friends as we approach the holiday season. We all have a lot to be
thankful for in this very trying year of 2020.
Those of us who reside in the Mid-Atlantic states have been very fortunate to have a delay to the cold
weather arriving. It is a great opportunity to get out and enjoy some beautiful Corvette cruising
weekends. Although there still aren’t too many car events to attend, just being able to take a drive on
back country roads with the top down is pretty special.
Talk about turning lemons into lemonade. Our long running and very popular annual Toys For Tots
cruise-in and car show had to be cancelled this month because of restaurant reservation and capacity
restrictions due to Covid. As a means of still supporting the kids at Toys For Tots, we contacted the
organizers of Potomac Cars & Coffee. They are one of the larger cruise-ins in the area. They happily
accepted our invitation to team up and joint advertise our charity toy drive. After the last car had left,
the organizers were thrilled with the response and stated that it was the largest showing of cars the
cruise had ever had! More details later in the Courier.
What a year 2020 has been. Definitely one for the record books. Covid-19 has wreaked havoc this
year on events, car shows, cruises and all parts of a normal life. As for 2021, we are already working
on our Corvette Club of America 2021 schedule. With the potential for the start of distribution of the
vaccines within a month, the hope for a relatively “normal” seems almost possible. 2021 is already
shaping up to be another busy year. Please continue to keep watching our award winning club
website ( www.vette-club.org ), the Events page in our award winning newsletter as well as our
Facebook page for announcements. If you have any suggestions for club activities/events, please let
Devin know. We are always open to new ideas. Plus, we are in need for volunteers to help out at club
events.
I hope this Thanksgiving gives you a chance to reflect on all the joys, pleasures, and blessings in your
life.
Jim
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Upcoming Events & Reminders
Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events
Hello turkey eaters (or tofurkey),
We had a great turnout to our Toys for Tots Drive this year! For those readers of a more experienced
CCA background, you will know that this event usually takes place at a restaurant and has an
accompanying show with trophies awarded by the Marines from the Toys For Tots organization.
However, because of the ‘rona, we looked for a replacement format for this year's event. After
attending multiple Potomac Cars & Coffee events, we thought this would be an excellent place to hold
the event in order to ensure outdoor entertainment and a large turnout for this worthy cause. Although
I was unable to make the event this year, I have heard from many people both from our club and
other car enthusiasts that the event went off without a hitch, and were able to fill up multiple collection
bins with toys and lots of cash donations to this most worthy charity.

Photos of the event can be found here: Photos of 2020 Toys For Tots Drive
We were able to collect 63 toys, $155 in checks and $315 cash donations. The organizers of
Potomac Cars and Coffee were so excited to be a part of our charity event and have already
volunteered to do it again next year. They even suggested we could involve more car clubs to help
make even a bigger impact.
Stay tuned in your emails for upcoming events. I am floating the idea of a few socially-distanced
events.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Corvette Ramblings
Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

CCA Club Officer Elections
Wearing my Parliamentarian Hat, I would like to pass along the news that the grand total of
candidates desiring to run for CCA Club Officer positions for next year is … zero.
We are saved by the fact that all incumbent Club Officers have agreed to serve for another year in
2021. Things will not be as easy for us the following year because our Bylaws limit the President and
Vice President to two year terms. Both positions require new candidates for 2022.
I would like to thank Bob Atwell very much for his service this year as our Election Chairperson.
Personally, I would have been happier to have him be much busier though. I encourage all members
to consider running in next year’s election. We have been fortunate to have an outstanding Board of
Directors for the club for many, many years now, but it is important to also embrace change and
continually have a club Board with a fresh outlook. As Parliamentarian, my view is that we ought to be
changing one or two of the Directors each year to insure a strong club in the future. If you don’t want
to try jumping right into a Club Officer position, at least consider becoming more active with the club.
Being on the Board requires a little effort but after a year or two as an active member you may find a
Board position that you would like to run for. That would be great for the future of the club.
As a result of having no candidates there will be no election and the rest of the election calendar for
this year has been cancelled.

Sad news that must be shared this month
I am very sorry to have to report that Eve Lloyd Thompson, wife of Dr. Dick Thompson, passed away
last month after a long illness. I’ve shared this information with the Board of Directors but I want to
include it in the newsletter as well.
I cannot remember when I first started sending printed copies of the Corvette Courier to Dick and Eve
each month. It was certainly before 2008. I knew almost instantly that they appreciated seeing what
was going on with the club because I would frequently get an email or snail mail note from them with
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a comment on one of the issues. It was my excitement in one of the newsletters that I would be
attending the 60th Anniversary of the Sebring Race in 2012 with the NCM Museum in Motion that
prompted them to invite Evelyn and I to visit with them at their home in Wellington following the race.
That was an amazing day that I’ll never forget and it led to more frequent contact with them.
In early 2013 I let them know about Tom and Nita Armstrong’s idea of creating the Dick Thompson
Award and they wanted to help us with developing the perpetual award. They donated a silver bowl
that Dick won at the first National race of the Washington, D.C. SCCA which was held at Marlboro in
1957. They talked about trying to get to our 2014 Annual Awards dinner for the first presentation of
the award to Stephen Catlin and I helped them with the travel plans but Dick’s health was failing at
that point and he could not travel. He passed in September of that year. He had been a Lifetime
member of the club since April 13th, 1959. In October of 2014 Eve was elected a Lifetime member by
the club.
Eve and I were in touch nearly every month. I would slip a note to her in with the copy of the
newsletter that I mailed each month. She would reply by email or a written note. We talked several
times about having her attend one of our Annual Awards Dinners and had worked out travel plans at
one point but weather prevented her from making the trip at the last moment. I know she really
wanted to get back to D.C. to be able to visit with the club but by 2017 her rheumatoid arthritis had
advanced to a point where travel would not be possible. In 2018 she moved from the large place in
Wellington to a much smaller single family residence in Wellington. She also had a live-in health care
provider at this point. I continued sending the newsletter each month and Nancy, the health care
provider, would read them to her. Nancy said that she really looked forward to getting the Courier.
Following is her obituary from the Palms West Funeral Home:
Eve Lloyd Thompson, 86 years old, died October 13, 2020 at home in Wellington Florida after a long
battle with dementia and Alzheimer’s. Eve was born August 31, 1934 in Teaneck Township, New
Jersey. She is survived by her dog Poppy, her nieces Katy Champ, Kristina Lloyd and Heather Lloyd,
her grandchildren Jenifer Wicks and Nathan Wicks and many great nieces/nephews and great
grandchildren. Eve’s husband Richard K. Thompson, Jr. of more than 40 years and her brother Frank
Van Duyne Lloyd predeceased her.
Eve was a graduate of Cornell University with a Zoology major intending to attend veterinary school but
at the time women were not accepted. After graduation like her mother, Evelyn Roth Lloyd, Eve did
some modeling and worked in the garment industry in sales and as a buyer of Women’s Sportswear in
New York City and Washington, DC. Eve’s love of horseback riding and animals led her to a varied and
interesting life. Eve competed in competitive trail riding, saddle seat, hunter/jumpers and dressage. She
also owned race horses, bred horses and fox hunted. Eve served in numerous leadership roles:
Executive Director of the Washington International Horse Show, Color Commentator of Horse Sports
for HTS-FOX in Washington, President of Maryland Horse Shows Association, Secretary of the
American Horse Shows Association, Chairman of the AHSA Hearing and Planning Committees, and a
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Member of the American Horse Council’s Animal Welfare Task Force. In 1996 she was a member of
the FEI Judicial Committee at the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta.
At the request of a friend Bernice Barbour, Eve and her brother Frank established the Bernice Barbour
Foundation in 1986. Frank was President until his death in 2007 and Eve served as Executive Director
until 2015. The Bernice Barbour Foundation has contributed to significant improvements in animal
welfare across the country. It is also the first organization that declined funding any organizations that
did not spay/neuter all animals prior to adoption.
Eve’s leadership with the Bernice Barbour Foundation caught the attention of several veterinary
schools. In 1998 University of California, Davis School of Veterinary Medicine established its External
Advisory Council made up of interested clients and friends of the School. Eve was the first person
identified and recruited to this Council. She chaired the council from 1998 to 2018 and became the first
Dean’s Leadership Council Emeriti. In 2005 she received the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine
Service Award.
Eve also served on veterinary boards at University of Pennsylvania, Tufts University, and Johns
Hopkins Center for Alternative to Animal Testing. She was one of the founders of Animal Grantmakers.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the UC Davis Foundation and sent to UC Davis,
School of Veterinary Medicine, Office of the Dean – Advancement, P.O. Box 1167, Davis, CA
95617-1167. On line memorials can be given to the Dean's Priority Fund (Fund V0D1203) in memory of
Eve. https://give.ucdavis.edu/VETM/V0D1203

I’ll close this out with a favorite photo of Evelyn with Eve and one of her horses whose name was
Dolly as I recall. This was taken during our visit with them following the 2012 Sebring Race so it was
in March. You can see Dolly was dressed up with green hooves in honor of Saint Patrick’s Day.
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Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross

Although we only held three autocross events this year, each was a success. Since most of our
participants are non-members and non-corvettes, we changed the classes for the last two events to
give those folks a better chance to win their class. Overall, I would say this worked and I think could
be tweaked just a bit for the high horsepower cars by separating them into foreign and domestic.
Mustangs really can’t compete with Porsches. More importantly, I would like to see more corvettes.
For next year, I don’t plan to change how we run our event unless there is a big increase in total
participants. Due to the size of the lot we currently use, fifty seems to be our limit. If we allow more
than this number, I would consider one session with two heats. This would probably shorten the
length of the event which would be nice for our volunteers. If SCCA changes their class system for
SUVs, that would be a change. We turned away a couple this year since we had no feel for how safe
they would be on course. Some clubs do allow their manufacturer’s SUVs (BMW, PCA) since like us,
they are not sanctioned events.
Another possible change would be the lot location itself. We have contacted BWI MDOT about
another lot which would allow a larger number of participants. We are always looking for a better
location, so if anybody has any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
The first year I took over as Competition Director, we ran our last autocross school. Until the
pandemic has been solved, this will be on hold. I really would like to bring it back as I feel it was a
real benefit to novice and those who would like to improve. Being low speed our events are more skill
oriented due to the course space instead of using higher speeds on a bigger course. Some of our
non-member regulars mentioned this to me and is one of the reasons they like to compete in our
events.
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Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org - 240-720-7816
www.vette-club.org/membership
Membership Numbers
● 159 current memberships (107 local, 50 long-distance, 2 honorary)
● 1 renewals from October 29 to November 27, 2020
● 4 new memberships from October 29 to November 27, 2020
New Memberships
Name

Location

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

Hal H.

Richboro, PA

2020 Stingray

Bryner Chevy

11/27/2020

Jiri & Alena M.

Port Richey, FL

1955 White Coupe

CCA Website

11/22/2020

Carla B.

Edgewood, MD

2007 Black Coupe

CCA Website

11/21/2020

Sam C.

Clearwater, FL

2009 Yellow Coupe

Self, Member in 1967

11/16/2020

Membership & Renewal Information
The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.
If you were or are in your renewal period and unsure whether to renew at this time given the
circumstances, that’s not a problem. Just hang on to your final e-mail notice and you can return at
any time by clicking on the renewal link and your dues will still be $50 a year starting on the date you
rejoin.
* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador

ncmambassador@vette-club.org
MUSEUM OFFERINGS

Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted
We have all the episodes available for viewing online!
FULLY VETTED - www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/
VETTECADEMY - www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/
MUSEUM NEWS
Award-Winning 1961 Corvette Donated
As a member of NCRS (National Corvette Restorers Society), it was only natural that Howard
Maxwell would become
involved with the National
Corvette Museum, even
years before there was a
physical museum. A
Founding (now Lifetime)
Member since 1991 originally
from Reading, Pa. and
currently living in Ocala, Fla.,
Howie is not only a Corvette
enthusiast, but also a judge
for NCRS and Bloomington
Gold.
“As a kid, like many others, I couldn’t afford any Corvettes. A friend of mine was a pharmacist
and he had a 1961 from new, and I had the chance to drive it. That put a desire in me to
someday own a ’61. So, when I saw this car and realized it was original and had only the one
owner, it certainly intrigued me. Long story short, I bought it.”
Read Howie's Story and Watch the Video
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Museum, Motorsports Park Net Marketing Awards
The National Corvette Museum and
NCM Motorsports Park were awarded
this week by the Professional
Marketing Association of Bowling
Green with eight 'Markie' Awards.
- Wendy's Twinkle at the Track
presented by U.S. Bank - Silver
Award for Best Campaign
- America's Sports Car Magazine Gold Award for Best Publication &
Print AND Best of Show
- NCM eNews - Gold Award for Best
Publication & Print
- Corvette Store Digital Ads - Gold
Award for Best Advertisement
Fully Vetted - Silver Award for Best Video
NCM Motorsports Park Website - Silver Award for 'Anything Goes'
Taylor Howard - New Member Award
MUSEUM EVENTS
Museum in Motion: Plantation Tour
2021 will bring a rescheduled Museum in Motion trip
that's offers the best the New Orleans area has to
offer! March 30 - April 3 will feature our 'Plantation
Tour' road trip, giving participants the chance to visit
sites including Oak Alley, Laura Plantation, National
WWII Museum, Garden District, Harrah's Casino,
Steamboat Natchez, Houmas House Plantation &
Gardens and a Jean Lafitte Swamp tour.
The tour includes hotel, most meals and all activities and is $1590 for the primary registrant and $440
for the passenger. Members receive a $40 discount per registration.
View the Complete Itinerary
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MUSEUM VIDEOS
Vettecademy Season II, Episode 10: The Art and Influence of Ed Roth
This week on Vettecademy learn about how Kustom Kar Kulture and Ed "Big Daddy" Roth influenced
many in automotive design. This influence even stretches to Retired Director of Exterior Design for
GM Performance Car Studio, Tom Peters. The exhibit Car-Toon Creatures: Kustom Kars &
Corvettes: The Art and Influence of Ed 'Big Daddy' Roth is open through April 2021 at the National
Corvette Museum.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-eO---cwPk&feature=youtu.be

CORVETTE NEWS
2021 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray : Car and Driver 10 Best
Car and Driver’s annual awards cut
through the crowded market of more than
300 cars, trucks, SUVs, and vans to find
the 10 that live up to their purpose while
delivering incredible value and a great
driving experience.
Making the cut for 2021 was the 2021
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. “Styling
changes, technology advances, and
engines move, but the Corvette remains a
performance value for all time.”
Read More
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CORVETTE HISTORY
Fully Vetted: Ed Welburn
On this episode of Fully Vetted, Ed Welburn, former
GM VP of Global Design discusses how he got
interested in automobile design and why some
controversial decisions were made on the C7
Corvette. We hope this episode inspires a future
generation of automotive designers.
Be sure to subscribe on your preferred listening
platform and leave a review!
Listen Here
Apple Users: https://apple.co/3f5XlAW
Android Users: https://bit.ly/3ntHgbp
Spotify: https: https://spoti.fi/38QSend
CORVETTE RACING
Chevrolet Captures GT Le Mans Manufacturers Championship
Corvette Racing endured a tough close to its championship-winning
season at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring on Saturday, but it
ended 2020 with a tremendous level of success in the first year of the
mid-engine Chevrolet Corvette C8.R.
Chevrolet claimed the GT Le Mans Manufacturers title in the IMSA
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship after the Corvette C8.R
started the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring. This is Chevrolet’s 13th
Manufacturers title in IMSA GT competition since 2001 and
concludes the mid-engine Chevrolet Corvette C8.R’s inaugural
season.
Corvette Racing fielded two of the new Corvette C8.Rs in the 2020
WeatherTech Championship. Antonio Garcia, Jordan Taylor and the
No. 3 Corvette Racing team clinched the GTLM Drivers and Team
championships two weeks ago at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna
Seca.
Corvette Racing will open its 2021 season with the Rolex 24 At
Daytona on Jan. 30-31.
Sebring Release
GTLM Champion Release
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● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2020 NCM Spring Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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Here is more information on the cover photo this month by Richard Prince. His comments would not
fit on the page while still giving the photo the space it deserved. If you have an interest in the Sebring
race earlier this month, be sure to check out the two links in the NCM Corvette Racing section on
page 11.
Richard Prince:
The sun has set on yet another season of racing. I offer a heartfelt thank you to all of the
colleagues I’m fortunate to also call friends, and to enthusiasts worldwide (especially the
Corvette Nation), for making a very challenging year both successful and enjoyable. Please
stay healthy and happy my friends.....see you in Daytona in just a couple of months!
#richardprincephotography #corvette #corvetteracing #racephotography #racingphotography
#carphotography #teamchevy #chevrolet #imsa #fastcars #carphotographer
#racingphotographer #motorsports #sebring #michelin #mobil1
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Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Newsletter editor
I am following up on Devin Streight’s fantastic October newsletter suggestion to have a section for
short reports from members on work they are doing on their cars during this pandemic, I have
decided to expand the subject to include anything that you are doing in these times that you would
like to share with the club. Just keep in mind that, in addition to the club, the audience is the world
since the newsletter is posted on our website. Your report should fit in a single paragraph (or maybe
two) and if possible contain a photo (or maybe two). If you want to check, the original notice is on
Page 10 of the October edition. This is hopefully another way to keep us all connected. If you have a
contribution to make for this section you can contact me at newsletter@vette-club.org

Craig Wallin

A common problem these days with the C5 Corvette is that the material that is used to make the
airbag cover starts to degrade, making it sticky to the touch. There are several different compounds
that can be used to remove the stickiness, and I decided to try saddle soap, which seemed like the
least toxic approach. I first tried it on one small section, and it seemed to work, so I ended up
finishing the whole airbag cover, one section at a time. I applied the saddle soap directly to the
surface, smeared it on with a clean, soft rag (I didn't bother to use microfiber cloths), then worked it
around with a toothbrush (circular, left and right, up and down, diagonal), then wiped it with a clean
part of the rag. Each section required 2-3 applications to get rid of the stickiness. The whole task took
probably less than an hour. After two weeks, there were a few small sections that became sticky
again, so I repeated the procedure on those sections. That was a few months ago, and the airbag
cover is still smooth and not sticky. However, given the nature of the problem, I wouldn't be surprised
if it needs another application in the future. The color seems fine. My steering wheel and airbag
cover are black, so I don't have to worry much about losing the color. However, it could be a problem
if you have the shale color.
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Pat Ryan
Pat Ryan and his 2020 Corvette
By Bob Atwell
Pat has always been a fan of the Corvette, I know because we have been friends since we were kids,
but never enough to sit down and order one. That all changed when he first saw the Next Generation
Corvette in 2019. He fell in love with the concept, the style and as time went on the performance of
the C8. After much discussion with his wife Kathie, Pat put the required money down at our
sponsoring dealership Sport Chevrolet in late August of 2019. When he got the call to finalize the
order Pat was ready. Randy Anastasi took care of the details for him. Finally, after a Labor Strike and
the Pandemic slowed down production he got the call that “His C-8” was on its way to Sport.
November 10th, 2020 was the delivery date for the beautiful Elkhart Lake Blue Metallic with Sky Cool
Gray - Kathie’s idea - interior. Pat’s new Stingray includes:

Z51 Performance Suspension Package,
2LT Preferred Equipment Package, Front Lift Adjustable Height and ( this is really cool ) Tension Blue
Seat Belts !! It is a Gorgeous Corvette and like every Corvette it has that magical way of putting a
smile on your face whether looking at it or riding in it and absolutely when you are driving it. Fantastic!
Oh, if the name sounds familiar, it should as past President Kelly Ryan is Pat’s brother.
Congratulations Pat and Kathie Ryan on your new Stingray! We hope to see you at many of our CCA
events once we are up and going full speed again. Enjoy!!

Pat Ryan

Gibbs Fogarty
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Corvette is NOT the First American Sports Car
Van Vander Haar

I was watching an episode of American Pickers on the History Channel. They had come across a guy
that had four Nash-Healy Roadsters. It was a very interesting segment. This is the story of not one,
but two 1954 Nash-Healey sports cars. The crew found the pair at a North Carolina AMC dealership
and quickly proceeded to make a deal to buy the cars. In all, they paid $46,000 for both cars, though
it’s estimated that in good condition, the Nash-Healey's could be worth over $36,800 each. based on
the Haggerty Price Guide.
While I was watching the episode, they were talking about a Cadillac engine being placed in one of
them. I couldn't help but think about the Cobras and the evolution of them, based on the A.C. Ace,
also a car built in 1953 like the Corvette..
As a car guy/Corvette guy, this started my quest to do a write-up for the Courier. Especially when I
believe everyone probably thinks the Corvette to be the first American sports car. Along the way I
found ties between car people aligned with GM and the Corvettes of the near future.
A history of Charles Nash (1864-1948): Nash was from Cortland, Illinois. At age 12 he ran away from
home and went to Michigan. He got married in 1884 and moved to Flint, Michigan and was hired by
William Durant, who in 1886 founded the Durant-Dort Carriage Company. Durant conceived the
modern system of automobile dealer franchises. Within 10 years, Nash became Vice president and
general manager of the Carriage Company. Nash developed the straight-line belt conveyor into the
carriage assembly process.
In 1904, Durant was a millionaire and bought Buick, assuming control, and by 1910, the carriage
company was building car bodies for the Buick division of GM. In 1912, Nash became president of
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GM, and was instrumental in GM making higher profits and selling more automobiles, doubling profits
from 1914 thru 1916. In 1916, Durant regained control and Nash resigned in June 1916.
A History of Nash Motors: Nash bought out the Jeffery Motor Company in 1916, best known for the
Rambler brand of cars. Charles Nash renamed the company in 1917, and was Nash Motors
Company until 1937 when it became the automotive division of Nash-Kelvinator Corporation. Charles
Nash also served as President of LaFayette Motors until Nash Motors bought out the company in
1924 and became the fourth largest automobile producer in 1928 after acquiring Mitchell Motors. In
1932 Nash gave up the presidency and wanted George W. Mason as VP, but had to buy Kelvinator to
get him. Charles Nash had retired in 1936, turned Nash Motors over to Mason and renamed it
Nash-Kelvinator. Nash died in 1948 at the age of 84 in California.
The Corporation became defunct on February 23, 1954. During the years 1916 to 1954, Nash
produced many innovations in the automobile. In 1954 the Nash Ambassador was the first American
automobile to have a front-end, fully integrated heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning system. Their
notable automobiles were the "Airflyte", the Rambler, the Nash-Healey, and the Metropolitan. In 1954,
Nash acquired the Hudson Motor Car Company becoming American Motors Corporation (AMC).
In 1949, a collaboration between George Mason and British sports car manufacturer Donald Healey.
Healey was born in Cornwall, England and had studied engineering at Newquay College. His father
got him an apprenticeship with the Sopwith Aviation Company (of the Sopwith Camel fame) and
joined Sopwith in 1914. He became a pilot in the Royal Flying Corps. Afterwards he took a
correspondence course in automotive engineering and opened a garage. He got into rally driving and
motor racing and drove a 1929 Triumph 7 in 1929 and eventually won the 1931 Monte Carlo Rally in
an Invicta. He went to the Triumph Motor Company and was made technical director, responsible for
the design of all Triumph cars. He placed third in the 1934 Monte Carlo Rally and first in 1935.
Having the desire to make his own cars, Donald Healey formed the Donald Healey Motor Company.
Healey had discussed sports car design with Achille Sampietro, a chassis specialist for high
performance cars and Ben Bowden, a body engineer. All three worked at Humber Limited during the
war - a British bicycle, motorcycle and motor vehicle manufacturer. It was in business from 1887 until
1967 in Coventry, England.
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The restored 1950 Nash-Healey prototype, chassis #N2001, Engine #NHA1001. Donald Healey's
own, exactly as he built it. It had a two-year, $400,000 restoration and is a totally correct, Panelcraft
alloy-bodied, hand built, documented, unmolested, first-ever Nash-Healey Roadster. This vehicle sold
for $500,000 in May 2013. This car cost $8,000 delivered at a time when the most expensive Ferrari
cost $9,500. In normal trim, they were 124 MPH cars. In racing trim they were 144 MPH cars. No
other American car could match them.

This is what I call a "Benchmark Car". Perfect in every way, and a beautiful testament to the talents,
dedication, ingenuity, and perseverance of a man on a mission to succeed in building amazing
automobiles.

The company decided to produce expensive, high-quality, high-performance automobiles based in an
old RAF hanger. Their cars used a tuned Riley twin-cam 2.4-litre four-cylinder engine in a chassis of
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their own design with an independent front suspension, allow trailing arms, Girling brakes with
Lockheed hydraulics, and their own live rear axle, with coil springs at all four corners.
Benjamin Bowden was a British Industrial designer, who began working as an automobile designer at
Rootes Group. He designed the Healey Elliott body that was the first British car to break the 100 mph
barrier in 1947. Bowden sketched a design for a racing prototype called the Zethrin Rennsport, the
design theme of which was used for his following work in America on the early Corvette and
Thunderbird. He also designed the "Spacelander" bicycle molded in fibreglass, based on the
"Classic" he designed in Britain in 1946.

Healey noticed the success of Briggs Cunningham with the new Overhead Valve Cadillac Engines he
was running in the Silverstone race cars, and became interested in fitting Cadillac engines to his cars,
so traveling on the Queen Elizabeth ocean liner in December 1949, he happened to meet George
Mason of the Nash Kelvinator Corp, which led to the development of the Nash-Healey car creation.
So in 1949, Healey and Mason devised an agreement to build Nash-Healey sports cars. The
Nash-Healey had an engine bay that could take a larger engine so the Silverstone chassis was
widened and strengthened for the Nash-Healey.

The above photos are Silverstone's.
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These three above are photos of a similar car that was at the CCA Toys for Tots event held at the
Potomac Cars and Coffee on November 8th. The emblem on the rear indicates a Lea Francis,
although I asked the owner if it was a Nash-Healey and he said it was.
The first design used an aluminum body with styling and aerodynamic features from Bowden. This
was the start of aerodynamic styling for reduced drag. This design was called the "Silverstone", and
was named after the British Grand Prix race. The engine was a Nash Ambassador 6-cylinder. The
chassis was a Healey Silverstone design. The aluminum body was outsourced to Panelcraft Sheet
Metal Ltd in Birmingham.
British Government required substantial production to be for the export market alone. So, in 1950
they built the Nash-Healey based on the "Silverstone" design. In 1952, body construction went to
Pininfarina and a larger 4138 cc engine was fitted. It was a 235 cubic-inch Ambassador Six engine,
three-speed Borg-Warner overdrive manual transmission, plus torque tube and differential made up
of the new sports car's powertrain. The engine had a bore or 3.375 inches and a stroke of 4.375
inches and a compression of 7.3-to-1. It had a single Carter one-barrel carburetor and put out 115
horsepower. Healey upgraded the engine with a higher compression aluminum head with two
side-draft SU carburetors, giving 125 horsepower.
The prototype was displayed in Paris at the Motor Show in September 1950, then on to the 1951
Chicago Auto Show. British singer Petula Clark received the first production Nash-Healey as a gift
from Donald Healey.
In 1951, the Nash-Healey became the first post-war production sports car from a major American
automaker. Beating the Corvette by two years.
Racing History:
Donald Healey and his son Geoffrey drove the prototype and entered it in the legendary Mille Miglia
in 1952 and finished first in class. Two men, Tony Rolt and Duncan Hamilton also ran the prototype
at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1950 taking fourth place. They went back in 1952 and finished third
overall and second in the Index of Performance. The actual race cars were lightened, had 200
horsepower, and the bodies were streamlined. The fame of the Nash-Healy increased in 1952 when
Nash commissioned Italian coachwork specialist Pinin Farina to work on the bodies.
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Car #14 placed 4th place in the 1950 LeMans race. Car #19 finished 6th overall and 4th in class in
the 1951 Le Mans race. In the 1952 Le Mans race, Car #10 placed 3rd overall behind two Mercedes
Benz W194 cars and beating Briggs Cunningham by 10 laps. They won the Rudge-Whitworth cup for
the best performance over two consecutive years at Le Mans and then won the Motor Gold Challenge
Cup as the first British entry to finish.

This Nash Healey lightweight placed 3rd in the 1952 LeMans, winning the 3,000-5,000 CC Class. It
was known as the X8 and replaced the X6 which crashed in the Mille Miglia. The lightweight model
was built from scratch in 14 days. The body was fabricated by eye, without any drawings. delivered
13mpg and used no oil or water during the 24 hour race. It was capable of attaining speeds in excess
of 144 MPH on the straight's and several lap averages of over 99 MPH. Quite an accomplishment by
any standards.
At Le Mans they achieved fourth overall in 1950, sixth overall and fourth in class in 1951, third overall
and first in class in 1952, and eleventh overall in 1953. In the Mille Miglia they finished ninth overall in
1950 and seventh overall, with a fourth in class, in 1952.
In 1953, the Nash-Healey raced in the Le Mans again starting back in 27th place. They managed to
gain positions to 11th at the end. Nash Motors and their merger plans with Hudson to become
American Motors rendered further racing involvement to end.
As you can imagine, building a car with three different countries involved, would not be a cost
effective proposition. The 1953 Nash-Healey was priced around $6,000 and a Corvette was $3,513.
Sales of the Nash-Healey fell and Healey commenced work on the Austin-Healey models with the
result of the Nash-Healey ending in 1955 when the remaining 90 54's were sold, all of which were Le
Mans coupes.
As many Healey V8 car guys know, Carroll Shelby had contacted Donald Healey with a plan to install
a small block Chevrolet into the Healey. That effort was not allowed by the British Motor Corporation
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and Chevrolet. After that failure, Shelby turned to Ford and AC to develop the Cobra. I can remember
growing up in Ventura, California when car guys would install 327's and 289's into Austin Healey's.
From 1946 to 1954 there were eight variations of the Healey car, with 506 Nash-Healey's produced.

This model automobile was used in a few Hollywood movies: Sabrina in 1954, with Humphrey Bogart
and Audrey Hepburn, The Desperate Hours in 1955 with Bogart, and 1950's TV with George Reeves
in the Adventures of Superman. 
This AMC Dealership was Collier Motors in Pikeville, NC. It was started by the grandfather of the
current owner, Robert Collier, over 100 years ago where Whipped, Studebaker and Willys Overland
vehicles were sold. Collier&#39;s father converted the dealership to sell Nash and Ramblers in the
1950’s.
I found an article by a fellow named Tom Cotter that had visited this dealership back in 2013.
The family had four of these Nash-Healey’s. Two were inside the building and the other two were
outside in the weeds and weather. The car that most disturbed Mike was the Le Mans Coupe. This
model was built to commemorate the racing success of the Nash-Healey’s. It was one of the outside
cars. The door was part way open, moss, mold weeds and plants were inside and outside on the car.
The red and black body was covered in rust, and cancer rot was in a lot of areas.
What was unbelievable is that this car was bought on the West Coast right after it had won at Pebble
Beach. Mike said he was “dumbstruck”. This car was once displayed at the most revered Concours
d’Elegance in the world, and the Colliers didn’t even have the common sense to store it inside a
building. I can’t even believe how that could happen!
When Mike asked if it was for sale, Collier said “For you, I’ll sell it.”
Mike asked him “How much are you asking?”. Collier said “Well, I’d have to think about that. But that
car won at Pebble Beach, and they sell for at least two hundred thousand dollars.” (My thoughts are
REALLY???)
There wasn’t anything else Tom could say, and back in 2013 Tom’s article indicated “And at this very
moment, all of them are still sitting there, rusting into the ground.” At that time there were around 250
automobiles scattered around the property and inside the establishment.
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This brings me back to the American Pickers on the History Channel. This series is fascinating. When
Mike and Frank pick through folk's private collections, they find pieces of American history. The
knowledge they have of things in our past give us a look into the day-to-day history of America. You
can see the excitement in their eyes, especially when they come across things like old cars,
motorcycles and bicycles.

The Nash-Healy American Pickers saved. On the "Mike Wolfe American Picker" Facebook page - Dated December 8,
2018.
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This episode of the Nash-Healy's occurred when they came upon an old AMC dealership in North
Carolina. The owner of this establishment actually had four of these rare Nash-Healey's. Only 506
were built and Mike and Frank purchased two for $46.000.

The above 1952 Nash-Healey sold for $85,250 at the 2014 Motor City Auction by RM Auctions.
You can find many beautiful examples of Healey cars that have been sold in America. A 1955 Austin
Healey 100 sold for $61,600 in January, 2017. Another one like it sold for $90,200 in August 2016. A
1954 Nash-Healey Le Mans Coups sold for $48,400 in August 2014. And a 1952 Nash-Healey
Roadster sold for $74,250 in January 2018. So these rare vehicles do have a good value.

Nash-Healey Le Mans Coupe
recreation racing at the 2016
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
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Briggs Cunningham fitted a Cadillac
V8 engine into a Healey Silverstone.
He had ordered two Silverstones from
DHMCo. One was a standard car and
the other was a rolling chassis. Briggs
raced the one with the Cadillac engine
with success in the U.S. in the early
1950s. But that may be the idea for a
whole 'nother story.

For a complete, fact-filled website of Nash-Healey I think you'll find interesting, visit:
http://www.acmefluid.com.au/nash/docs.html. This website, from Australia, includes a 16-page review
of the restoration process of a 1954 Nash-Healey LeMans Coupe. I hope you enjoy this review of an
amazing production feat.
More interesting related websites:
https://bringatrailer.com/2018/09/11/rare-pininfarina-coupe-needs-assembly-1953-nash-healey-le-ma
ns/
http://fiscar.org/the-tom-cole-trophy-race-2016
http://www.theroaringseason.com/showthread.php?1827-Austin-Healey%92s-and-the-Austin-HealeyCar-Club-of-NZ-and-Others/page33
http://www.sportscarillustrated.com/News_2014/N/news14N_1378.html
https://www.racingsportscars.com/make/archive/Nash-Healey.html

Sources: hotcars.com, AmericanPickerMikeWolfe Facebook page, Hagerty Media, Wikipedia, carguychronicles,
classic-car-history.com, ateupwithmotor.com, howstuffworks.com, classiccars.com,simanaitissays.com, imcdb.com,
oldcaradvertising.com, fineartamerica.com, doubledeclutch.com, conceptcarz.com, forum.britishv8.org, neu.us.forum.net,
healeymuseum.nl, thechicane.com, and carsceneinternational.com
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Free “For Sale” Items
NEW condition: all leather seat back for ’92 and ’93
Corvettes (and possibly earlier).
It’s part of a set that I bought for my ’92 coupe, but I
sold the coupe after installing the seat bottom (but
before installing the backrest/side bolster part).
It is black and fits both driver and passenger sides. It
is FREE to a good home if you will arrange to pick it
up.
I also have a seat track available for parts or repair.
Same price as the seat cover. It is currently
non-functional, but it has many parts that could
contribute to making your C4 power seats more
powerful.
Contact Paul Vale (paul.vale@gmail.com or
Secretary@vette-club.org)
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Jim Streight

president@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Vice President

Neal Atwell

vicepresident@vette-club.org

301-605-4110

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

W. Kelly Ryan

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-601-6045

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

newsletter@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

HPDE Instructor

Pat Roney

racing@vette-club.org

Maryland
License
Plates

Wayne Hatcher

license_plates@vette-club.org

Non-Board Positions

240-382-4476

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2020)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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