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President’s Perspective 

Jim Streight - President 
president@vette-club.org - 240-839-1935 

 

 

Hello fellow Corvette enthusiasts!  

I hope you have had a chance to take your Corvette out in this nice spring weather.  Unfortunately, 
the beginning of 2020 has not started out the way anyone had envisioned. The club events calendar 
had many great events planned for spring & summer  2020. Almost one or more per weekend.  At this 
point, they have either had to be postponed or completely cancelled. Hopefully over the summer, 
everything will start getting back to “normal” and club events can continue.  

I wish each of you safety for yourselves and your families in the coming weeks. Take each day of 
confinement with the belief that it will help you remain virus free. I'm excited to think what fun we will 
have when we are given back our freedom to be with our extended families throughout the car 
community. 

Thank you for your membership in and support of the Corvette Club of America. We appreciate your 
continued support as we work together through this challenge, and we look forward to seeing you 
again soon. Let us know if you have any questions. 
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View of the Vice President 

Neal Atwell - Vice President 
vicepresident@vette-club.org - 301-605-4110 

 

As we’re well into the 4th month of this crazy 2020, I thought I’d better quit procrastinating and get out 
a quick note to introduce myself to those I haven’t had the pleasure to meet thus far.  Disclaimer, I 
haven’t been doing my hair during this stay at home Covoid 19 times, sorry about that folks.  You may 
have seen me around as I try to make as many meetings and events as I can fit into my busy “every 
day is a Saturday” schedule.  I have enjoyed hanging with fellow Corvette enthusiasts thus far going 
to; most of the monthly meetings at The Greene Turtle, carting during the annual February event for 
the past 2 years, driving in the Olney Parade with my better half, bringing my convertible and helping 
out at the annual July car show at Sport Chevrolet, working all the autocrosses and actually driving 
the Z06 in the last one in the fall, doing some ride-a-longs at Summit Point last October (WOW, the 
fun you can have on a track, thanks Pat for getting me in some cars and Bob for the last ride of the 
day), Toys for Tots the annual awards banquet and many other events and activities sponsored by 
the CCA.  

Although I’m a relatively new member to CCA 
(Oct 2018), I’m not new to the Corvette. 
Pictured here are #5 and #6. Five is a 2016 
Stingray convertible and six is a 2004 Z06. 
Although I’ve been a car nut since I traded my 
dirt bike, at the tender age of 15, for (2) 1965 
Barracudas, it took until 1988 before I 
acquired my first corvette.  This first one was 
a blue 1985 Z51 coupe with the wacky 4+3 
transmission.  Next up was a bucket of bolts 
from Corvettes at Carlisle that followed me 

home.  It took me a few years to put this 1975 matching numbers Bright Blue T-top 4 speed back 
together.  Let’s just say I discovered quite a bit about C3s and how to lose your shirt on a restoration 
-- very educational.  Number 3 was a beautiful 1993 white convertible with a black top with a tan and 
black interior and of course a 6 speed.  Did I mention that all 6 corvettes thus far have had 3 pedals? 
A few years after missing number 3, I mentioned to a guy at work one day that I wanted another 
Vette, but it had to be a convertible with a stick and I preferred silver with a black top.  Imagine that, 
he had this exact car for sale, so a year later he still had the car in his garage.  My clean-up hitter, no 
it wasn’t a ZR1, was his low mileage 2001 C5 silver convertible with black top and interior and of 
course the prerequisite 6 speed.  I must say I’ve enjoyed each and every one! 
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On another note, being stuck at the house for over a month now has helped me catch up on some of 
the home improvements and maintenance on the never ending list.  However, at times I get tired and 
want to switch things up, like work on the cars or something a little different.  After wrestling with the 
idea whether to alter my stock C5’s radio for some time, I gave in to the temptation.  The folks at 
Crutchfield assisted me by putting together a nice package including a touch screen radio, backup 
camera, new instrument bezel and a pre wired harness -- they’re so helpful. 

YouTube is your friend, you just have to watch 
enough videos to get a decent understanding of 
how to attack the project.  This is usually after 
viewing way too many of these posted films by 
some interesting characters and then putting 
together the best practices.   I didn’t like the idea 
of replacing the console/instrument bezel but it’s 
necessary to remove the factory 1.5 DIN and then 
fit the standard 2 DIN radios. There definitely are 
some tricks to doing the radio install and it does 
take time and patience. Installing the license plate 
backup camera was very straightforward, I just 
had to fish the wires up to the radio.  

The C5 is now up to par with most of the 
technology of today and therefore safer to 
operate while cruising.  Nice to have bluetooth 
for the phone and Apple CarPlay (including 
navigation).  Now I can bluetooth or stream 
music from my phone’s memory or SiriusXM to 
the radio and car speakers. 

The backup camera works great and since it’s 
wired to the reverse lights, it comes on 
automatically just like in my C7.  
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The whole system is nice and I’m glad I made the upgrade.  See me if you have any questions about 
my install and you don’t even have to LIKE my posting on the newsletter or subscribe. :-)  

Looking forward to seeing everyone and meeting the rest of you at future activities and events where 
we can enjoy our corvettes -- hopefully in the not too distant future.  Until then, stay safe. 

 

  

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2020 Corvette Club of America, Inc. 
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018 

https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier April 2020 Page 5 
 

Upcoming Events & Reminders 

Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director 
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190 

 www.vette-club.org/events  

 

CCA COVID-19 Statement 

Last updated: April 23, 2020 
 
The CCA is adhering to state and federal recommendations as well as following CDC guidelines for 
limiting exposure and preventing the spread of the coronavirus which causes COVID-19. Maryland, 
Virginia, and DC have all declared a state of emergency, big events are being cancelled or 
postponed, and schools, universities, as well as places of business, dining, and entertainment are all 
closing. Accordingly, the CCA will follow suit and cancel or postpone all social gatherings until at least 
the end of April. Unfortunately this means canceling, rescheduling, or modifying events that have 
already been planned, as well as postponing the planning of future events. Going forward, we aim to 
provide notice of a cancellation at least a week in advance, but due to the rapidly changing situation 
we may need to cancel events with shorter notice. 
 
The following events have been cancelled, rescheduled, or modified: 

● (Rescheduled) Saturday, March 21, 2020 - SuperSebring 2020 Race Watch Party 
○ IMSA released a statement rescheduling the race for November 11-14, 2020 
○ This event may be rescheduled to November 14, 2020 pending restaurant availability 

and IMSA’s final decision 
● (Rescheduled) Sunday, April 5, 2020 - Double Autocross 1 

○ Rescheduled to Sunday, October 4, 2020 
● (Canceled) Sunday, April 26, 2020 -  37th Annual Olney Days Parade 
● (Canceled) Tuesday, April 28, 2020 - Shop Night 
● (Modified ) Tuesday, May 12, 2020 - Business Meeting 

○ Will be for board members only and will be held remotely over phone or internet 
● (Tentative ) Sunday, May 17, 2020 - Double Autocross 2 

○ BWI has suspended our contracted use of the lot until further notice 
● (Tentative ) Sunday, July 12, 2020 - 47th Annual Car Show 
● (Rescheduled) Saturday & Sunday, August 8-9, 2020 - Chin Track Days at Summit Point Main 

○ Rescheduled to Saturday & Sunday, August 29-30, 2020 
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The general CDC recommendations are to limit close-quarter gatherings to ten or fewer people, avoid 
personal contact, remain at least three feet apart (preferably more than six feet apart), and practice 
good personal hygiene to include proper hand washing and/or use of hand sanitizer. Please stay 
home if you or anyone you have been in close contact with has the symptoms of COVID-19: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html 
See the CDC’s recommendations to prevent illness: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html 
See the CCA website for the latest update: www.vette-club.org/news/2020-03-c/ 

 

Event Planning 
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see: 
www.vette-club.org/event-planning  
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Corvette Ramblings 

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor 
newsletter@vette-club.org  - 301-963-4864 

 

 

I want to thank everyone involved in helping to get the newsletter completed this month. I decided in 
early March that we should try to continue with our monthly newsletter in spite of everything that is 
going on in the world around us at the moment. Normally most of the newsletter is dedicated to 
reporting what has been going on the previous month and in our current environment there just isn’t 
that much going on. But the club has a 63 year tradition of putting out a newsletter and we do not 
want to let a tiny little virus get us down in our 64th year. It is time to call on the Corvette Racing 
mascot “Jake” to keep us going. So with the “never give up” spirit of Jake, we will continue to push 
forward or in this case just publish what we can. 

I have a few items to go over this month. First, the Corvette Courier since January has been featuring 
a photo on the cover page. I am starting to run out of submissions so it is time for a reminder that I 
am collecting photos. There are very few guidelines for photographers. Ideally the picture was taken 
by you or you have permission of the copyright holder. You do not need to be a member (but it helps). 
You do not need to have a Corvette (or any car) in the picture (but it may help). You may get extra 
points if the picture has something to do with club activity, or you may not. It does not have to be a 
recent picture or we would be limited to shots inside our homes. Basically anything goes. Your award 
for being selected is my undying gratitude. Needless to say, my decision is final. This may grow into a 
regular feature of the newsletter and in that case we will try to find a reward worth having and we will 
likely have a committee to select the winners. But, not right now. All I ask is that the photo has 
reasonable resolution. It does not matter if it is b&w or color. Our February photo was taken by that 
world famous photographer Richard Prince. So the bar is high and I expect everything to be downhill 
from there. Send your submissions to newsletter@vette-club.org. 

Next, I would like to bring up an activity easily done at home. As you probably have seen, the IMSA 
race season is turning into a rolling set of cancellations. If you are like me it is nice to have a racing 
“fix” every once in a while. IMSA has a response and it has turned out to be better than I, or they, 
expected. They are running a bi-weekly race on iRacing which is a web based racing simulator. The 
difference here is that the entrants are pro drivers. Here is a portion of the announcement on the 
IMSA website. 
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IMSA iRacing Pro Series To Bring Bi-Weekly Thursday Night Racing Action Starting April 16 
 
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Following last month’s successful IMSA Sebring SuperSaturday on 
iRacing event, IMSA and iRacing have taken the next step in establishing a bi-weekly series of 
Thursday night races to be known as the "IMSA iRacing Pro Series." 
 
The series will follow the same format as Sebring SuperSaturday – 90-minute, single-driver races 
using recent IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship GT Le Mans (GTLM) race cars: the BMW 
M8, Porsche 911 RSR, Ferrari 488 and Ford GT. With the Sebring event serving as the first round of 
an anticipated six-round championship, the series will resume on Thursday, April 16 on the 
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca iRacing circuit. 

April 30 – Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 
May 14 – IMSA venue to be determined 
May 28 – IMSA venue to be determined 
June 11 – Watkins Glen International 
 
"Our Sebring SuperSaturday event and subsequent iRacing events held by other sanctioning bodies 
have proven to be popular with race fans," said IMSA President John Doonan. "We had a fantastic 
turnout of participating drivers and strong viewership, which ignited further discussions among our 
IMSA team, our partners at iRacing and many of our other partners. 

"Together, we determined that a series of races that somewhat mirrors what our actual 2020 
WeatherTech Championship schedule would have been prior to the COVID-19 stoppage was logical. 
With that, the IMSA iRacing Pro Series was born." 

The invitational series will be open to IMSA drivers. As was the case for Sebring SuperSaturday, the 
field will be capped at a maximum of 50 entries. 

IMSA will establish a points system for drivers based on their finishing position – beginning with last 
month’s Sebring SuperSaturday. An IMSA iRacing driver champion will be crowned at season’s end. 

All races will be streamed live on iRacing’s YouTube channel, Twitch channel and Facebook page, 
which will include commentary from IMSA Radio announcer John Hindhaugh. Pre- and post-race 
programming also is planned for The Torque Show, hosted by Justin Bell and Tommy Kendall. 

If you would like to see what a simulated race is like the original Sebring SuperSaturday race is 
available on the IMSA site here: 
https://www.imsa.com/news/2020/04/03/imsa-iracing-pro-series-to-bring-bi-weekly-thursday-night-raci
ng-action-starting-april-16/ It is not too difficult to get engrossed in the racing. Many real world 
features are built in including fuel strategy, tire strategy, pit strategy in general and the use of 
spotters. The Sebring track even modeled the famous bumps. Sponsors have seen the fan support 
and have lined up to participate. Hagerty has a “notebook” with good additional information on the 
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next race at Mid-Ohio here: 
https://www.imsa.com/news/2020/04/23/notebook-hagerty-presents-imsa-iracing-at-mid-ohio/ 

Check it out if you have a chance. I think you may enjoy it. 

Since the next iRace will be at Mid-Ohio, I decided to dig through my historical info and come up with 
a short article on that track. It will give you something to compare to if you watch the computer based 
race. Look for an article on Mid-Ohio later in this edition. It brings back a bunch of memories for me 
since it was a club event ten years ago in 2010 and we had quite a few members attend for the 
weekend. I had followed ALMS racing for awhile but this was the very first endurance sports car race 
that I attended since going to Marlboro in the 1960’s. Fortunately, Evelyn enjoyed it too and we have 
attended ALMS / IMSA races every year since then. 

 

 

 

 

  

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. - ⓒ 2020 Corvette Club of America, Inc. 
Second Place Winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018 

https://www.imsa.com/news/2020/04/23/notebook-hagerty-presents-imsa-iracing-at-mid-ohio/
https://www.vette-club.org/


The Corvette Courier April 2020 Page 10 
 

Competition Report 

Bill Sandusky - Competition Director 
competition@vette-club.org 

www.vette-club.org/autocross 

 

We are still in limbo for our event on May 17.  I suspect I will get an email from BWI within the next 
week as to whether the facility will be open.  If I had to guess, I would say no, thus pushing our first 
possible event to the June 28 date.  Even if we get the okay for the May or even the June event, 
enrollment will determine if we hold the event.  If the number of registrations do not bring us to at 
least a break even point, it makes no sense to hold it.  This type of thinking would only be employed 
for our first event of the season this year due to the coronavirus.  

In the meantime keep your car(s) clean and ready.  Even though we may be “holding up” in our 
homes, you need to take your vehicles out for a little drive just to get the fluids circulating through 
your engine.  

Stay smart and be safe and hope to see everyone soon. 

 

2020 Autocross Dates (tentative): 

Sunday, May 17 
Sunday, June 28 
Sunday, September 13 
Sunday, October 4 
Sunday, October 25 
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High Performance Driving Events 

Pat Roney - HPDE Instructor 
racing@vette-club.org 

www.vette-club.org/hpde-track 

 

CHIN at VIR - March 7-8, 2020 

After a Friday night tech that included heavy winds blowing everything not nailed down away, we had 
beautiful weekend weather making for a great track experience.  Here are a couple of beauties 
making it through tech inspection. 

 

There were many cool cars on track as you can see below: 
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I stopped by to see fellow CCA member Clayton E. but he was not around.  Check out Clayton’s rig 
for traveling with his race cars. 

 

On my way walking back to the Chin trailer look who pulled up.
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It seems that Clayton E. has another race car, an LMP3 car that competed in the IMSA Prototype 
Challenge Series last year.  Previously this 2018 Ligier JS P3 was campaigned by Conquest Racing. 
If you watched the IMSA Prototype Challenge last year, this car had the number 25. 

This was Clayton’s first time driving this fine racing machine and he had his hands full getting it set up 
for the track.  It seems that it came to the track set up for the rain which I am sure offered some real 
challenges for his first time driving it.  Still in all, he managed to run some high 1:40’s laps.  That is 10 
seconds faster than I have ever been around the track.  Not bad for his first time in the car. 

Clayton will be racing with NASA this year in the Unlimited class.  It would be great if we could get a 
group of Clayton’s fellow CCA members to attend and cheer Clayton on at his races.  Let me know if 
you are interested. 

FATT at Summit Point Circuit - March 13, 2020 

Another beautiful track day at Summit Point Motorsports Park with 4 of our CCA members instructing 
here.  Congratulations to Marko B. on completing his first day instructing on track. 

 

Marko B. and Bill S. with their C7 Vettes. Karl B. with his C7 Z06. 

Marko and my student Marcus G. with his skid pad 
instructor, Karl B. 
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Tracking Schedule  

There won’t be much going on until this Coronavirus is under control. Hang in there and I look forward 
to seeing you at the track soon. Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly.: 
www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/  

Public link to the “CCA HPDE Schedule” Google Calendar: 
calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=sunkp1fmge1pejnpmpcvgbn0rc%40group.calendar.googl
e.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York 

April has come up with a much better way to keep our HPDE schedule updated which will allow me to 
be able to make small changes to the schedule with very little effort.  I am working on the info. that I 
have been sent by members so far and ready for any of you that have any dates set. 

Right now is the time to start planning for our CCA event with Chin Trackdays at Summit Point August 
29 and 30 and our trips to Indianapolis Motor Speedway October 10 & 11 and Daytona International 
Speedway October 30 through November 1 with Chin Trackdays. Please note that the Chin at 
Summit Point HPDE has been moved from August 8 & 9 to August 29 & 30. 

Want to try your car out on the track? 

Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and 
experience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed.  If 
you would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one 
of our tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot. 

 
Keep it to the speed limit on the street! 
The track is a much smarter place to see what your car can do. 
Keep it to the speed limit on the street! 
The track is a much smarter place to see what your car can do. 
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Membership Update 

Paul Donohue - Membership Director 
membership@vette-club.org  - 240-720-7816 

www.vette-club.org/membership 

Membership Numbers 

● 168 current memberships (104 local, 61 long-distance, 3 honorary) 
● 3 renewals since March 15, 2020 
● 5 new memberships since March 15, 2020 

New Memberships 
Name Location Corvette Referrer Join Date 

Keith & René R. Hammond, LA 2017 Red Z51 CCA Website 04/02/2020 

Stephen C. New Cumberland, PA 2002 Yellow Z06 CCA Website 04/12/2020 

Kenneth & Kenneth C. Gladwyne, PA 1972 & 1967 CCA Website 04/13/2020 

Michael M. Williamsburg, VA 2016 Yellow Z51 CCA Website 04/15/2020 

Trey H. Jessup, MD 2000 Silver Conv. Other 04/17/2020 

Thank you to Stephen C., Kenneth C., and Carter S. for the additional $5 donations! A HUGE thank 
you to Myra D. for the $100 donation! 

Membership & Renewal Information 

The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person. 
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary 
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are 
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4 
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check 
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the 
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or 
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice. 

* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org 

More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/ 

If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org  
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National Corvette Museum Report 

Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador 
ncmambassador@vette-club.org 

Update:  As of 5 PM on March 18 the NCM is closed except for R8C 
deliveries. No opening date has been set at this time. 
 
MUSEUM OFFERINGS 
The Week's Episodes of Vettecademy and Fully Vetted 
If you haven't already tuned in to the past week's episodes of Fully Vetted and Vettecademy, don't 
worry! We have all the episodes available for viewing online! 
  
Check out the most recent episodes you may have missed! 
  
FULLY VETTED - access all episodes here:  
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/ 
- Episode 7: 1962 Sinkhole Corvette 
- Episode 8: 1959 Stingray Racer 
  
VETTECADEMY - access all episodes here: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/ 
- Episode 17: Fiberglass 
- Episode 18: The Corvette Time Capsule 
- Episode 19: Betty Skelton 
- Episode 20: Daredevil - The Daring Life of Betty Skelton (Book reading) 
- Episode 21: Development and Test Cars 
 
New episodes are uploaded each weekday to YouTube, our website and Facebook! 

Notice:  To deter the public from trying to visit the Museum we have limited access to our Corvette 
Boulevard and Delivery web cams. We discovered that some visitors were seeing activity on the 
cameras and would try to visit. The Corvette Boulevard camera is now available in the Museum 
Members-Only section  of the website. All Delivery cameras are available to the delivery customers. 
Customers will be provided with the password for their delivery week so that friends and family check 
out their car. 
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MOTORSPORTS PARK OFFERINGS 

NEW Driving Club 

Get exclusive use of the NCM 
Motorsports Park a guaranteed 
minimum of 30 'Driving Club' days 
each calendar year, along with 
invitations to social gatherings and 
additional benefits. No RSVP is 
required for Driving Club days, 
simply present your member ID 
card upon arrival. 

Individual and Corporate / Group memberships are available.  Learn More 

 

 

● Not an NCM Member? Become one: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/ 

● The 2019 NCM Fall Giving Campaign is on! 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/ 

● NCM Events Calendar and Registration: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/ 

● NCM Motorsports Park: 
           https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/ 

● Check out the NCM Corvette Store: 
           https://corvettestore.com/ 

● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM: 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to 
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to 
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/ 
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Fix Your HUD in 10 Days or Less! 

Paul Vale - Secretary 

Many of you know I purchased a 2003 Anniversary edition C5 Corvette a little over a year ago.  One 
of the features it had was a Head-Up Display (HUD) which was non-functional at time of purchase. 
With a ‘hole’ in the dashboard as a constant reminder, I determined to get this device back in working 
order in my spare time.  As a loyal reader of Corvette Forum, I spent countless hours researching the 
many steps involved in this project.  To start with, you had to remove the waterfall, then the console, 
then the radio and its bezel, and finally the dash pad itself, which would render the HUD naked and 
helpless.  

One of the few upsides of the Covid 19 pandemic was that I have been pretty much taken off the 
roads for the next few weeks, so I took this time to embark on the HUD repair.  Getting the first few 
pieces out of the car was 
uneventful but to save space, 
I brought them (waterfall, 
console, radio, etc.) into the 
living room so that I wouldn’t 
trip over them in the garage. 
Taking the dashpad off was 
the daunting task: lots of 
screws plus the windshield 
pillars, followed by a 2 man 
ballet to avoid damaging it 
and the surrounding 
(remaining) parts of the car. 
That piece joined its 
companions in the living 
room.  Taking out the 
instrument panel was 
relatively easy, but this is a 
good place to take a breather 
and note that every GM electrical connector has a unique trick to unplugging it, and those tricks are 
totally undocumented.*  (It has been said that as part of their training, GM technicians are required to 
swear an oath of secrecy with respect to how to disassemble electrical connections).  

Removing the HUD was relatively easy at this point, but disassembling a 16 year old device made of 
plastic containing 16 year old steel screws is not so easy.  But eventually I found a Phillips 
screwdriver that would remove the 4 screws holding the top and bottom halves together without 
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stripping the screws.  As with all 
malfunctioning HUD units 
discussed in Corvette Forum, 
mine needed to have a screw 
jerry-rigged in to replace a broken 
plastic hinge pin.  The repair and 
reassembly were uneventful, but 
as I finished installing it back in 
the dashboard right under the 
lowest part of the windshield, I 
thought, “This would be a good 
time to replace some burned out 
Instrument Panel lights.” 

For some reason, correct-fit 
instrument panel light bulbs are 
not sold at auto parts stores. The 
specs for these bulbs are not 

even contained in the Service Manual or most other place that a reasonable person might think to 
look.  So… for the light bulb in the HUD controller (part of the Instrument Cluster), I ended up 
removing the burned out bulb and extracting the incandescent 
filament part and replacing it with an LED equivalent that was 

scavenged from a 
commercial T5 LED bulb. 
To replace that bulb I 
had to partially 
disassemble the 
instrument cluster (just 8 
screws and 2 electrical 
connectors).  

At this point I was having so much fun I decided to replace the 
ignition switch.  You may recall that GM faced lawsuits over 
faulty ignition switches, and based on articles in Corvette Forum, 
I decided to dissect my switch and see if it was as bad on the 
inside as those pictured in the forum article.  It was.  Rockauto 
(CCA Sponsor) sent me a new switch post-haste, and I installed 
it with little ado (other than the 3 electrical connectors that had 
unique ways of making the 2 parts of each inseparable).*  
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While waiting for the ignition switch to arrive, I 
thought, “My Bose radio has never been able to 
play CDs in its CD player. Hmmmm.”  A lot of 
research (Thank you, Google) led to the divination 
that the part number for the non functioning CD 
module inside the radio is 09379501.  A seller on 
E-bay had a case of 20 CD modules available for 
just $300.  If I only knew 19 other idiots who like to 
disassemble their radios and muck around inside 
them…  Well, as luck would have it, someone else 
must have seen a similar ad and was selling their 
‘extra’ CD modules, so I bought just one for $30 
shipped, a bargain as far as I was concerned.  It 
was identical in every way, installed easily and IT WORKS! 

When I inserted the last Torx screw of the project, I was missing only one 10mm socket and a small 
screwdriver, lost to the depths of the dashboard.  I think that’s a pretty reasonable price to pay for a 
working HUD, a complete complement of instrument panel lights, an ignition switch that will reliably 
‘ignite’ for the next 16 years, and the ability to play my favorite Pink Floyd hits as I roll down the 
highway. 

All in all, the Corvette was off the road for 10 days.  Ten days in which I didn’t get nasty looks from 
people thinking, “What kind of essential work is that moron doing that he’s riding around in a Corvette 
with the top down?”  Which reminds me, I ran out of beer midway through my project.  Time for a road 
test and an ‘essential goods’ beer run.  

*Most GM connectors are Delphi (now Aptiv) 
connectors. The GM service manual contains 
diagrams and pinouts for most connectors along 
with the GM and Delphi/Aptiv part numbers. 
For example GM part # 88988144 is Delphi/Aptiv 
part # 13532244. Searching for the Delphi/Aptiv 
part # you’ll find the item listed in the Aptiv 
Connection Systems Catalog: 
https://ecat.aptiv.com/product/13532244 
Under the Documents tab you’ll find the 2D and 
3D engineering drawings that are very helpful in 
figuring out how to disconnect the connector 
without destroying it. - Paul Donohue 

HUD-Working at Last! 
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The Corvette Guide 

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor 

(For those looking for something Corvette related to read indoors during the COVID-19 Pandemic.) 
 
This is going to be part book report and part sales pitch. I’d like to encourage you to read the book 
Corvette Guide by Dick Thompson and Donn Munson. It is a great way to learn about the earliest 
days of the Corvette from a CCA founding member that played a key role in helping to establish the 
car as America’s Sports Car.  

The Corvette Guide was first published in 1958. It was available in hardback form and illustrated with 
many period photos for the price of $2.75. A few years ago CCA Past President Don Haller managed 
to purchase a copy on ebay. Long out of print, none appear to be available on ebay today. The copy 
he purchased has been in the club collection since he was President. It is also “interesting” that this 
copy of the book started out life as a volume on the shelves of the Davis County Public Library in 
Utah. I hesitate to think what the late fee would be today but it is safe to say that no CCA member 
was involved in it showing up on ebay. 

It turns out that the book is readily available today in Kindle ebook form through Amazon.  The price is 
$3.99 and it is certainly worth every penny. Before I was done with the hardback version I had Kindle 
copies on my PC, tablet, and phone. It may help to locate it on Amazon by doing a search on “The 
CORVETTE Guide (History of the Automobile) by Dick Thompson.” The Kindle version includes all of 
the photos that were in the original hardback edition. Here is a direct link to the book on Amazon but if 
you are a “Smile” user hopefully supporting the NCM be sure to log in with your account before 
ordering. https://www.amazon.com/CORVETTE-Guide-History-Automobile-ebook/dp/B015LH8AYE/ 

When the book was first introduced the publisher provided this description for the authors: 

Dick Thompson is the Class B national champion of the Sports Car Club of America and the 
leading Corvette driver. Rarely defeated, almost never out of the first three positions, he is an 
active competitor in SCCA and FIA races. He began his racing career in 1952 when he 
entered a stock MG in Sebring’s 12-hour race, not only finishing the long grind but placing the 
sixth on the handicap and eighth over-all. In subsequent seasons he has raced Porsches, 
Jaguars, Mercedes Benz, and Corvettes and lead in points for the national 1958 championship 
in Class D (Austin-Healey). He is rated among the top ten drivers in the United States. A native 
of Washington, DC he is 36, married and a dentist by profession. 

His co-author of the Corvette Guide is Donn Hale Munson, a motion picture writer who is 
widely known in sports-car racing circles for his published and film work on the sport. He is 
also a sports car owner-driver and holds an international competition license. 
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A valuable part of the book is the history of the earliest development of the car, the struggle involved 
in getting it to be a world class racer, and a bit about the people involved in the effort, all from the 
perspective of Dick Thompson. For Corvette fans, the “mascot” Jake is a recent development but it is 
easy to see that had not the spirit of Jake existed in the mid-1950’s the brand would never have 
developed.  

Part of the book is tips from Dick Thompson on how to improve a showroom Corvette of the day to be 
competitive on the track. Part of the book is clearly cautious brand building.  Remember this book 
came out during the AMA gentleman’s agreement to back away from racing following the horrible 
1955 accident at the 24 Hours of Le Mans. It was a period when GM was at (very long) arms length 
when supporting racing or the development of race cars. It would still be years until 1960 when 
Corvette would run at Le Mans against the best in the world and even then it was officially a hands off 
effort by Chevrolet.  

Whether you are a classic Corvette collector or a brand new C8 owner, I am confident that you will 
find much in this book remains fascinating today. Many books exist on the origins of the Corvette but 
this is the one from a CCA member known as the Flying Dentist who was actually there at the time. 
His lifelong support for the Corvette earned him a place in the National Corvette Museum Hall of 
Fame, the Le Mans Hall of Fame and posthumously in the Sports Car Club of America Hall of Fame. 
There is no better choice if you want to curl up with a good Corvette book during your indoor time. 

The following is a description of the Kindle Edition of the book. I want to get you hooked on it so that 
you’ll spend $3.99 on Amazon. I really do not think you will be sorry. Enjoy!  

The CORVETTE Guide (History of the Automobile) Kindle Edition 

THE STORY OF AMERICA'S FIRST MODERN TRUE SPORTS CAR ORIGINAL DESCRIPTION 
(1958): “For nearly a quarter of a century the American highway was without a domestic automobile 
which could accurately be labeled a true sports car. The names Stutz, Mercer, Dusenberg, Kissell 
and a host of others—including some as recent as Cord and Auburn have almost vanished from the 
American automotive vocabulary. The names and the magic they invoked are almost meaningless to 
the present generation of Americans. No native name to replace them appeared until 1952 when the 
Chevrolet Division of the General Motors Corporation gave birth to the Corvette …” 

Length: 133 pages  
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Mid-Ohio ALMS Race 2010 

Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor 

I hope you saw my Ramblings  article in this issue. This is a bit more information as a reminder of the 
great Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. Ten years ago, in 2010, this was probably the first CCA event (at 
least in recent memory) when members decided to attend an ALMS race in person. Rich Taylor led 
the group out to the Mansfield, Ohio area for an extended club road trip. That August weekend was 
the track’s major event of the year and included the Indy Racing League and SCCA Pro Racing GT3 
Series in addition to the ALMS event with Corvette Racing.  I’ll include a few pictures from the 
weekend along with a current day trackmap. It may help you a little bit with getting oriented to sim 
racing at Mid-Ohio. 

I would be remiss to not include one more bit of club history. To keep it short I will just copy from the 
August 2010 Ramblings article. “The races turned out to be a fantastic event but there was one major 
downside to our adventure out to the Mid Ohio track. On the return trip Bill Bachman was hit in his C6 
Z06 with the result that he was flown by helicopter to intensive care and his car was totaled as well. 
He was in a no-win situation where a crane had dropped a power line down. He stopped but the car 
behind him did not. Very fortunately the situation was not nearly as bad as it could have been. As Bill 
said, the hospital was amazed and did not have the procedures to handle his particular case. He was 
flown to intensive care one day and released from the hospital the next day. They were not set up for 
having patients released directly from intensive care! The next time you see Bill be sure to pat him on 
the back and let him know how happy we all are to still have him here.”  I’m glad to say he is still with 
us today. My memory is not what it used to be but I think this still ranks as the most horrifying event of 
our hundreds of outings together over the years. Fortunately it turned out well. 

 

 
A section of the caravan 
headed to Ohio. 

 
Beautiful August weather! Pat R. giving Mags some 

driving tips. 
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A few of the group at Danica Patrick’s pit. 

 
An IRL car getting pushed out from the paddock. 

 

 

 

 
Me, waiting to see if they will let me try one lap 
in the #3. Needless to say, no luck! 

 
The huge Corvette Corral parking area for this 
weekend was completely filled. 
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If you plan to follow the Thursday April 30th IMSA sim racing at Mid-Ohio, this track map may help 
you orient yourself to the track. If you have never watched a sim race this could be a really good time 
to start. Just as a head’s up, I do not expect you will see any Corvettes in the race. Currently the only 
Corvette model included in the iRacing lineup is a C6 and I do not think it is particularly competitive 
today. Countless suggestions have been made for GM or iRacing to update their Corvette entry. Be 
sure to check back with my Rambling  article this month for more information on the race. Any updates 
will be on our “Corvette Club of America” group on Facebook. 
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For Sale 

C5 Wheels, Center Caps, TPMS Sensors 

Four OEM thin spoke polished aluminum rims (17" front & 18" rear) from my 2003 coupe, only $25 
each, in need of refurbishing, or you could paint them black.  Also 4 matching center caps in fair 
condition, $5 each.  And 4 TPMS sensors, $10 each.  Located in Rockville, MD.   Contact Craig W.: 
cw.nih@verizon.net 
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1999 C5 Corvette 

Balanced and blueprinted 383 stroker built with Lunati components. 92mm FAST intake with LS2 
90mm Throttle Body Long tube headers, and aftermarket exhaust. Engine built by Specter Werkes. 
Dyno’ed at 406 rwhp, 417 lbs torque. M6 with MGW short throw shifter. Drilled and slotted rotors with 
ceramic pads. K&N Air Filter Factory magnesium wheels All other factory options except Mag. Ride. 
51k miles. Always garaged. Pewter metallic with a black top and black interior. Docs dating back to 
the window sticker.  

DRIVEN BY TWO SENIOR CITIZENS  

$19,900.00 OBO 
972-904-9101 or rgidlow@sbcglobal.net 
Dallas, TX  

(I know this price may sound high for a 99,  but it's in 
great shape and there's almost $18k invested in the 
engine.  Please read the specs. The way it's built I 
know it will outrun a stock c5 Zo6, A c6 and maybe 
stay close to an LT1.  It would be great for an entry 
level guy to get that kind of performance at 1/3 the 
price.  That being said, I am open to offers as it MUST 
be sold.) 
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About the Corvette Club of America 

Board of Directors 

President Jim Streight president@vette-club.org 240-839-1935 

Vice President Neal Atwell vicepresident@vette-club.org 301-605-4110 

Secretary Paul Vale secretary@vette-club.org 301-570-9348 

Treasurer Nita Armstrong treasurer@vette-club.org 443-852-1922 

Membership Director Paul Donohue membership@vette-club.org 240-720-7816 

Events Coordination Director Devin Streight events@vette-club.org 240-468-8190 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin ncmambassador@vette-club.org 301-949-2464 

Competition Director Bill Sandusky competition@vette-club.org 301-801-7519 

Parliamentarian Jon Thorn parliamentarian@vette-club.org 301-963-4864 

Vendor & Club Relations Director Van Vander Haar vendorrelations@vette-club.org 410-489-5002 

Webmaster April Hussey webmaster@vette-club.org 240-720-7816 

Past President W. Kelly Ryan pastpresident@vette-club.org 240-601-6045 

Non-Board Positions 

Courier Editor Jon Thorn parliamentarian@vette-club.org 301-963-4864 

Sale Ad Editor Jon Thorn advertise@vette-club.org 301-963-4864 

HPDE Instructor Pat Roney racing@vette-club.org  

Maryland 
License 
Plates 

Wayne Hatcher license_plates@vette-club.org 240-382-4476 

 
Newsletter Mailing Address 

Corvette Club of America, Inc.  
19920 Mastenbrook Place 
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352  
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History (1956-2020) 

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first 
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the 
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was 
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following 
year, the club had over one hundred members. 

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the 
May-flower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette 
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette 
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization. 

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of 
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the 
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole. 

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and 
charitable activities. 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains 
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that 
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette! 

Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history 

Charities 

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the 
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA 
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering 
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine 
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations, 
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed 
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities 
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Sponsors 

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club 
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us 
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with 
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from 
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or 
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America is proud 
to be exclusively associated with 

Sport Chevrolet. 
 

... Be a Sport fan too! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd. 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540 
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