The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 64th Anniversary Year
March 2020

This month’s photo was provided by Bill Sandusky from a trip on the Tail of the Dragon. Many CCA
members have driven this road as well as the Cherohala Skyway during past club events.
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Jim Streight - President
president@vette-club.org 240-839-1935

Just as snow blowers and heavy coats start to become a distant memory, car shows and gatherings
of all kinds have been on hold due to the Coronavirus.
CCA has had a great start to 2020, but it's been put on hold, hopefully for only a brief amount of time.
It’s important for all of us to stay safe. That's why tough decisions will have to be made not only in the
business world but also in the Corvette universe as well. In the short term, shows and events will be
postponed or even canceled. We have to look toward the future and know better times are on the
horizon.
CCA has a full calendar of events scheduled for 2020, almost one or more per weekend. We are
working to reschedule events to later in the year with the safety of our members as first priority.
As you know, things are moving quickly with this coronavirus outbreak. In the coming days, CCA
leadership will continue closely monitoring the CDC and official national recommendations to help
determine any ongoing impacts to our event schedule based on further updates and/or restrictions
imposed.
It is now clear that large gatherings, particularly those that are held indoors, are not advisable. DC
and Maryland governments have prohibited gatherings of more than 250 people, while Virginia has
banned more than 100 people and the CDC is asking any gathering over 50 people be postponed for
8 weeks. Governor Hogan has passed orders to close all bars, malls, movie theatres and restaurants
except for carryout/delivery until further notice.
We are in unprecedented territory. While what we do is important and fun, we must keep things in
perspective. The safety and security of our members, event participants and volunteers remains our
highest priority. Thank you for your membership in and support of the Corvette Club of America. We
appreciate your continued support as we work together through this challenge, and we look forward
to seeing you again soon. Let us know if you have any questions.
Be safe.
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CCA COVID-19 Statement
Last updated: March 18, 2020
The CCA is adhering to state and federal recommendations as well as following CDC guidelines for
limiting exposure and preventing the spread of the coronavirus which causes COVID-19. Maryland,
Virginia, and DC have all declared a state of emergency, big events are being cancelled or
postponed, and schools, universities, as well as places of business, dining, and entertainment are all
closing. Accordingly, the CCA will follow suit and cancel or postpone all social gatherings until at least
the end of April. Unfortunately this means canceling, rescheduling, or modifying events that have
already been planned, as well as postponing the planning of future events. Going forward, we aim to
provide notice of a cancellation at least a week in advance, but due to the rapidly changing situation
we may need to cancel events with shorter notice.
The following events have been cancelled, rescheduled, or modified:
● (Rescheduled) Saturday, March 21, 2020 - SuperSebring 2020 Race Watch Party
○ IMSA released a statement rescheduling the race for November 11-14, 2020
○ This event may be rescheduled to November 14, 2020 pending restaurant availability
and IMSA’s final decision
● (Canceled) Tuesday, March 24, 2020 - Shop Night
● (Rescheduled) Sunday, April 5, 2020 - Double Autocross 1
○ To be rescheduled to Sunday, October 4, 2020
● (Modified) Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - Business Meeting
○ Will be for board members only and will be held remotely over phone or internet
● (Canceled) Sunday, April 26, 2020 - 37th Annual Olney Days Parade
● (Tentative) Sunday, May 17, 2020 - Double Autocross 2
○ BWI has suspended our contracted use of the lot until further notice
The following event remains scheduled as of the time of this update:
● Sunday, July 12, 2020 - 47th Annual Car Show
The general CDC recommendations are to limit close-quarter gatherings to ten or fewer people, avoid
personal contact, remain at least three feet apart (preferably more than six feet apart), and practice
good personal hygiene to include proper hand washing and/or use of hand sanitizer. Please stay
home if you or anyone you have been in close contact with has the symptoms of COVID-19:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html
See the CDC’s recommendations to prevent illness:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention.html
See the CCA website for the latest update: www.vette-club.org/news/2020-03-c/
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Devin Streight - Events Coordination Director
events@vette-club.org - 240-468-8190
www.vette-club.org/events
Please note the schedule changes listed in the CCA COVID-19 update on the previous page.
April Business Meeting (Tuesday, April 14, 2020, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM)
This will be a meeting just for the Board of Directors and will be held either by conference call or over
the internet.
47th Annual Car Show (Sunday, July 12, 2020, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM)
Sport Chevrolet - 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904
Save the date! Registration opening soon.
Event Planning
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see:
www.vette-club.org/event-planning
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Jon Thorn - Corvette Courier Editor
newsletter@vette-club.org - 301-963-4864

The next few months are going to be a test of our adaptability. If you are in a high risk group, as many
of us in the Corvette demographic seem to be, the options are minimal and the need for insuring our
personal health safety is high. Jim pointed out many of the issues facing the club in his article at the
beginning of this newsletter and while the CCA has been in existence for nearly 63 years we need to
remember that we are still just a car club. An example of a recent decision is that the Board will limit
the April Business meeting to Board members only and that meeting will be held remotely by having
the Board members call in. I am certain that we have not held a Board only meeting in the past dozen
years and our goal has always been to have as many members as possible show up at the monthly
meetings. But this current environment is unique.
There are several ways that you can stay in touch during this difficult period. The website will contain
the latest information from the club on schedule changes, etc. In addition the club’s Facebook
accounts provide us with a virtual gathering space that is open 24 hours a day. Be sure to keep an
eye on your email during this time because any urgent and rapidly changing news for the club will
likely show up in an email. If your email volume is like mine, also be certain to check your junk folder
frequently. Finally, if you want to get in touch with any of the Board members you will find their
contact information listed at the end of each newsletter.
We had a full calendar of events, trips, and activities planned for the year. A month ago my main
concern was whether or not we would be able to fit in any additional activities that came up.
COVID-19 has changed all of that. We will get through this though. Stay safe. Follow the CDC
guidelines. And stay in touch via the phone, email, and internet. Remember social distancing and
wash your hands often.
I would like to end my Ramblings this month with something lighter than the situation we are in. In
spite of everything we need to hang on to our sense of humor. Let’s not forget that it is the Corvette
that brought us together. See the following page:
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Bill Sandusky - Competition Director
competition@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/autocross

The autocross season has been delayed by the virus outbreak. We currently hope to be able to hold
the first event on May 17, but have received notice from BWI stating “authorization for all events
specified under the Agreement is suspended effective immediately” until they notify us otherwise.
Whenever we are able to start the season we will need people to sign up not only to drive the course,
but also to volunteer to help the event run smoothly. As the club’s largest fundraiser, I want the
autocross program to continue its financial support of the club’s charities. You need not know
anything about autocross to volunteer. Helping transfer equipment to and from the storage unit (only
a mile away), setting up the course, or even working the event as a corner worker, griding cars, tech
or registration are necessary. Ask yourself, can I give up one day to help my club? I think you will
enjoy the experience. Please keep this in mind as we salvage what we can of the season.

2020 Autocross Dates (tentative):
Sunday, May 17
Sunday, June 28
Sunday, September 13
Sunday, October 4
Sunday, October 25
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Pat Roney - HPDE Instructor
racing@vette-club.org
www.vette-club.org/hpde-track

FATT Instructor Clinic - February 16, 2020
BSR puts on one of the best instructor clinics that I have attended. Actually, so good that I try to
make it every year. BSR sets a high standard for instructing and is the only club that includes off
track recovery techniques in their training. They put on 3 or 4 instructor clinics each year in February,
which has made for some very interesting track days in the middle of winter and we do it regardless
of the weather. Some of the best clinics have been with snow all around the track. The snow adds
an additional level of intensity to the clinics, especially with the off course recovery.
Corvette Club of America has a great group of instructors and many were here today. Below 5 of us
showed up for this date.

L to R: Bill S., Pat R., Bob C., Paul D., and Chris S. Additionally, several more of us attended other
BSR clinics this month. Of course Karl B. attended one of these clinics. CCA members Marko B. and
Vic O. attended these clinics in February also.
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We also met up with several of our buddies from the Northern Virginia Corvette Club who we have
teamed with over the years for the Teen Driving School which NVCC developed.

L to R: Pat R., Dave D., Cassidy N.,
Stewart F. and Bob C.

FATT Program Director and
Motorsport Programs Manager Greg
Haas reviewing instructor best
practices with us between our on
track sessions.
Greg is playing a big part in the
Motorsports Safety Foundation group,
which is a national organization that
certifies on track instructors. I am so
happy to see MSF getting the experts
that do this every day more involved
in the program. Greg also presented
at the National MSF meeting in
Indianapolis in February.
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Believe it or not, this Ford Crown Vic was actually clean when we started in the morning. Part of the
program is a timed run to make sure that our instructors are able to “walk the walk” in addition to
“talking the talk”. Both are important with what we do. We also practice talking a driver around the
track as well as teaching car control, including spending time on the skid pad. This is backed up with
classroom presentations on in-car instructing.

R to L: Clayton R., Bob M. and myself. Bob was the senior instructor for our group.
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11th Annual Karting Event - February 23, 2020


We had a good turn out of karting enthusiasts for the 11th annual Karting event and as you can see
from the picture below, all had a good time.

Autobahn, in Jessup, Maryland, did a good job of keeping things moving and taking care of our
participants.

A very impressive podium for our race,
including our CCA VP Neil A.winning,
with 2nd place going to Rick E., and
Sean C. capturing 3rd place.
We managed to get Sean’s son Max in
the picture with his Junior race trophy.
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The podium for the Junior’s
race is impressive. Caitlynn K.
won 1st place, with 8 year old
Max C. capturing 2nd place
and Maddie S. took 3rd place.
This was our largest junior
group ever with 6 competing
for the trophies.

Thanks to Scott and his staff for the great job keeping the event running smoothly. I apologize for not
being able to get all of the staff together for the picture. This staff works hard keeping both tracks
operating and I was late getting the picture.
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Here are a few pictures of the action at Autobahn Indoor Speedway in Jessup, Maryland.
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Well the season is starting to get real with action starting this weekend, March 7th & 8th at VIR with
Chin and then back to West Virginia’s Summit Point Motorsports Park for a Friday At The Track
March 13th. Naturally, I visited Tony’s Corvette Shop to have them check out my car to get the
season started. I do most of the work on my car myself, but it is always good to have Tony’s experts
check it over also. Good thing, as they found a leaky power steering hose and fixed it. I also have
Ed do his magic on my transmission and he has it running considerably cooler on track. Ed has a
secret formula and my transmission loves it.

Ed working on my car at Tony’s Corvette Shop.
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The final step to getting my car ready for the track was a visit to see Paul at Radial Tire in Silver
Spring, MD for new track tires. Here I ran into fellow CCA member and track enthusiast Tommy A.
getting his car ready for the track with new wheels and track tires. I just had to get the picture of our
cars being worked on together. Paul Moorcones at Radial Tire is my tire guru and has been advising
me on tires since I started this hobby. With all of his successful racing experience and his knowledge
of tires from running Radial Tires for 44 years, Paul is the go to guy for tires. He takes good care of
his track buddies and all of our Corvette Club of America members.
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Tracking Schedule
Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly:
www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/
Public link to the “CCA HPDE Schedule” Google Calendar:
calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=sunkp1fmge1pejnpmpcvgbn0rc%40group.calendar.googl
e.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
Don’t rely on the CCA schedule to be accurate as more and more HPDE events are being canceled
due to coronavirus concerns. Always check with the organizing group or track for the most up-to-date
information.
April has come up with a much better way to keep our HPDE schedule updated which will allow me to
be able to make small changes to the schedule with very little effort. I am working on the info. that I
have been sent by members so far and ready for any of you that have any dates set.
Right now is the time to start planning for our CCA event with Chin Trackdays at Summit Point August
8 and 9 and our trips to Indianapolis Motor Speedway October 10 & 11 and Daytona International
Speedway October 30 through November 1 with Chin Trackdays.

Want to try your car out on the track?

Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and
experience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed. If
you would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one
of our tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot.

Keep it to the speed limit on the street!
The track is a much smarter place to see what your car can do.
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Paul Donohue - Membership Director
membership@vette-club.org
240-720-7816
Membership Numbers
● 168 current memberships (102 local, 59 long-distance, 3 honorary)
● 1 renewal since February 19, 2020
● 6 new memberships since February 19, 2020
New Memberships
Name

Location

Corvette

Referrer

Join Date

Mary M.

N. Providence, RI

1990 Coupe

Past Member

03/01/2020

Mark O.

Lexington, KY

1998 White Conv.

Past Member

03/10/2020

David & Rebecca C.

Harleysville, PA

2007 Black Z06

CCA Website

03/11/2020

Patrick R.

Silver Spring, MD

2020 Coupe!

Bob A., Kelly R. 03/12/2020

Dane & Kelly O.

Boynton Beach, FL

2005 Black Conv.

CCA Website

03/14/2020

Brian K.

Holly, MI

1979 Blk/Red Coupe CCA Website

03/15/2020

Thank you to Mary M. for the additional $5 donation!
Membership & Renewal Information
The annual membership fee is $50 which covers the applicant and an optional second person.
Memberships expire on January 1 for those who joined before October 1, 2018 or on the anniversary
of the join date for those who joined on or after October 1, 2018. Automated renewal reminders are
sent to the e-mail address* of the first applicant listed on the membership application beginning 4
weeks before the membership expiration date. Payment by PayPal, credit/debit card, cash, or check
is accepted, but the renewal must be submitted online and payment must be received before the
expiration date. Automated renewal reminders will continue to be sent until payment is received or
your membership expires, at which point you will receive an automated expiration notice.
* To have your username or e-mail address changed, e-mail webmaster@vette-club.org
More information about becoming a CCA member can be found at www.vette-club.org/membership/
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org
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National Corvette Museum Report
Terry Popkin - NCM Ambassador
ncmambassador@vette-club.org
Update: As of 5 PM on March 18 the NCM is closed except for
R8C deliveries. No opening date has been set at this time.
MUSEUM EXHIBITS

Beau Boeckmann, Orbitron and Galpin Auto Sports

We're launching a new video series that will be shared every other week called "Fink Fridays" highlighting an aspect of our special exhibit: Car-toon Creatures, Kustom Kars and Corvettes. The
videos will be shared on social media on Fridays, but as a subscriber of eNews you'll receive the
video a day early!
This week's video highlights Beau Boeckmann of Galpin Auto Sports. Hear what Beau has to say
about some of the important Kustom Kars in the 'Rat Fink' exhibit.
Watch the video
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LAST C7 Grand Sport Convertible Raffle Winner Drawn
Congratulations to Mike Donnelly of Huntsville, AL - winner of today's raffle drawing for a 2019 Blade
Silver Grand Sport Convertible with ticket #162. We sold all 1,500 available tickets.
2020 Arctic White Corvette Coupe
Raffle Drawing 03/26/2020
Tickets $100 / Limited to 2,000 Tickets
Only 503 Tickets LEFT as of 02/20/2020
2020 "Build Your Own" Corvette
Or $60,000 Cash Option
Raffle Drawing 04/24/2020
Tickets $250 / Limited to 1,500 Tickets
Only 25 Tickets SOLD as of 02/20/2020
2020 Black Corvette Coupe
Raffle Drawing 4/25/2020
Tickets $20 / Unlimited Tickets
Download the Raffle Ticket Request Form

MOTORSPORTS PARK OFFERINGS

NEW Driving Club
Get exclusive use of the NCM
Motorsports Park a guaranteed
minimum of 30 'Driving Club' days
each calendar year, along with
invitations to social gatherings and
additional benefits. No RSVP is
required for Driving Club days,
simply present your member ID card
upon arrival.
Individual and Corporate / Group memberships are available.
Learn More
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Corvette Experience
Ever dreamed of driving America’s Sports
Car? How about on a race track? Get behind
the wheel of a C8 Corvette Stingray Z51 for
laps around our 3.2-miles, 23-turns road
course, built for speed! The Corvette
Experience gives you a combination of
classroom instruction and hands-on practice
on the track in a lead/follow format. It also
includes lunch and a guided VIP tour of the
National Corvette Museum.
We provide a helmet for the participant and require long pants and close-toed shoes. You must be 18
years or older to participate with a valid driver’s license. Participants must sign a Vehicle Damage
Policy and Indemnity Agreement.
Learn More

● Not an NCM Member? Become one:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
● The 2019 NCM Fall Giving Campaign is on!
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
● NCM Events Calendar and Registration:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
● NCM Motorsports Park:
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/visit/motorsports-park/
● Check out the NCM Corvette Store:
https://corvettestore.com/
● Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM:
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to
the NCM. Click this link and sign into your Amazon account to
get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
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On March 7th the CCA enjoyed a St. Patrick’s Day Lunch at the Killarney House in Davidsonville, MD.
This has been sort of an annual event for us for several years. This year we managed to have the
event before the CDC recommendations were tightened up. Had we held it any closer to St. Patrick’s
Day I am sure it would have been cancelled like other celebrations. As it was, we only had about 15
members attend this time which represents about half of the normal attendance for this event.
I’d like to thank Jean Wade for her efforts in organizing this event. Perhaps we were just lucky but I
am not aware of any virus complications as a result of holding this luncheon. I’m certain we could not
do it today.
Here are a few pictures from the lunch and more are available on the event page.
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For Sale
Four OEM thin spoke polished aluminum rims (17" front & 18" rear) from my 2003 coupe, only $25
each, in need of refurbishing, or you could paint them black. Also 4 matching center caps in fair
condition, $5 each. And 4 TPMS sensors, $10 each. Located in Rockville, MD. Contact Craig W.:
cw.nih@verizon.net
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About the Corvette Club of America
Board of Directors
President

Jim Streight

president@vette-club.org

240-839-1935

Vice President

Neal Atwell

vicepresident@vette-club.org

Secretary

Paul Vale

secretary@vette-club.org

301-570-9348

Treasurer

Nita Armstrong

treasurer@vette-club.org

443-852-1922

Membership Director

Paul Donohue

membership@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Events Coordination Director

Devin Streight

events@vette-club.org

240-468-8190

NCM Ambassador

Terry Popkin

ncmambassador@vette-club.org

301-949-2464

Competition Director

Bill Sandusky

competition@vette-club.org

301-801-7519

Parliamentarian

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Vendor & Club Relations Director

Van Vander Haar

vendorrelations@vette-club.org

410-489-5002

Webmaster

April Hussey

webmaster@vette-club.org

240-720-7816

Past President

W. Kelly Ryan

pastpresident@vette-club.org

240-601-6045

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

parliamentarian@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

Sale Ad Editor

Jon Thorn

advertise@vette-club.org

301-963-4864

HPDE Instructor

Pat Roney

racing@vette-club.org

Maryland
License
Plates

Wayne Hatcher

license_plates@vette-club.org

Non-Board Positions

240-382-4476

Newsletter Mailing Address
Corvette Club of America, Inc.
19920 Mastenbrook Place
Gaithersburg, MD 20886-1352
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History (1956-2020)
The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the
club changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was
the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following
year, the club had over one hundred members.
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the
May-flower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains
unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that
share a common interest, America’s Sports Car - the Corvette!
Read more about CCA’s history on the website: www.vette-club.org/history

Charities

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering
of members’ time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine
organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. You can find more detailed
information on the CCA website: www.vette-club.org/charities
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Sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings, please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information or
visit the sponsors page on the website: www.vette-club.org/sponsors
The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with
Sport Chevrolet.
... Be a Sport fan too!
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - 240-560-5540
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