The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 63rd Anniversary Year
President - Kelly Ryan

November 2019

Late October through the first couple of weeks of November was a very busy and active time period for
CCA club members. During this period several club members participated and attended the Rockville
Antique & Classic Car Show in Rockville MD (October 19); another group of other members caravanned
to the NCM Corvette Racing Weekend at the AACA Museum in Hershey PA (October 24 and 25). Still
another group of twenty members caravanned to White Post Restoration south of Winchester VA
(November 2) for a fascinating tour of a premier east coast auto restoration company which started as a
farm equipment repair facility 81 years ago. This caravan ended the day trip with lunch and group gathering at a nearby restaurant. Finally, another group of CCA members organized and ran the final 2019 season autocross (October 27) while other members were participating in several HPDE events at Summit
Point and VIR. More details and pictures on most of these events I’m sure can be found further on in this
newsletter. My point here is that there are a number of events going on throughout the year which offer
you an opportunity to enjoy life with your Corvette and fellow enthusiasts. My whole hearted appreciation goes out to all the club members whose efforts made all these events possible. And I strongly urge
those members who have had a desire to get involved with a club activity but haven’t to take a moment,
look at the club calendar on the website and sign up for one of the many upcoming events. I’m pretty
sure there’s something there you would enjoy, and we’d sure enjoy meeting you.
Speaking of upcoming events our 2020 event planning meeting will be held at the Greene Turtle in Burtonsville on Tuesday December 17, 219 at 7:00 PM. Shop night for December is cancelled and all members are invited to attend the planning meeting. We will be scheduling a number of events during this
meeting including autocross dates, recurring caravan and social events, our annual car show as well as
several other car shows in which we participate. Although there are always a couple of events that are
scheduled during the course of the year, 80% of the club’s social activities will be scheduled during this
meeting. Pat Roney will have scheduling information on a number of HPDE events sponsored by Chin
and other organizations that we will be incorporating into our plans. Although we are planning on continuing to use the same venue near BWI airport for our autocross events next year but we are continuing
to explore additional sites.
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I’m happy to report that we have nominees for all 2020 officer and director positions. The new
board will include several relatively new club members and several members agreeing to serve for
another year. The following is a list of the 2020 officers and board members:
President
Jim Streight
Vice President
Neal Atwell
Secretary
Paul Vale
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong
Membership Director
Paul Donohue
Events Coordination Director
Devin Streight
Parliamentarian
Jon Thorn
Competition Director
Bill Sandusky
Vendor relations Director
Van Vander Haar
NCM ambassador
Terry Popkin
Webmaster
April Hussey
Past President
Kelly Ryan
Looking forward to seeing everyone a the next shop night which, by the way has been moved to the
third Tuesday in November (November 19) because Thanksgiving is so late this year.
Kelly Ryan
CCA President

The Corvette Courier

November 2019

Page 3

Event Director - Devin Streight

Calendar - Upcoming Events & Reminders

www.vette-club.org/events

November Shop Night (Tuesday, Nov 19, 2019, 6:00PM – 9:00PM, arrive before 7:30PM)
Bring your Corvette in to Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring for a do-it-yourself shop night. Sport
Chevrolet allows us to use their vehicle lifts; however, you must bring your own tools, fluids, etc.
Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904
More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/308/
December Business Meeting (Tuesday, Dec 10, 2019, 7:30PM - 9:00 PM)
This is the club's monthly business and membership meeting with the Board and is open to all current and prospective club members. We discuss both past and future events as well as general club
business. Arrive early at 6:30 PM if you wish to have dinner and chat before the meeting.
The Secretary takes the minutes at every business meeting and a typed version is usually available
within a few weeks after the meeting. CCA members can request a copy of the meeting minutes by
e-mailing webmastervette-club.org.
More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/297/
Planning Meeting for 2020 Events (Tuesday, Dec 17, 2019, 7:00PM - 9:00PM) at The Greene
Turtle 15660 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville, MD 20886
Join fellow club and board members for our 2020 Events Planning Meeting where we will plan and
pick dates for upcoming CCA events. All members are welcome to attend and share their ideas for
fun, engaging, or informative activities. Planning events takes a lot of time and effort so we're always looking for more members to volunteer and distribute the load by helping organize and lead
events. It's a great way to get involved with your club and meet your fellow members while having a
great time. Please see the Event Planning page for more information on the types of events we are
looking for and how to plan an event for the club.
If you have ideas for 2020 club events, any feedback on 2019 events, or if you're unable to attend
the planning meeting in person, please e-mail events@vette-club.org and your suggestions will be
added to the list for discussion and consideration.
We have a Planning Calendar that is already being populated with NCM events, HPDE events, Corvettes at Carlisle, and other regularly-attended events that have already set dates. If you plan a regularly recurring event for the club, please send a brief description and proposed dates to events@vette
-club.org so they can be tentatively placed on the planning calendar before the meeting.
Devin Streight
Event Coordination Director
240-468-8190
events@vette-club.org
Be certain to frequently check the CCA
calendar for upcoming events !!
https://www.vette-club.org/events/month/
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

I have a few random items to talk about in my Ramblings this month.
First as Kelly pointed out we have a person for each of the 12 positions on the Board. And, with my Parliamentarian’s Hat on, I can say that we are fully compliant with the requirements of the club’s bylaws
related to the election process. But that is where the good news ends. We did not require an actual election this year because no board position had more than one candidate. And the Board had to do some last
minute scrambling to fill the Vice President’s position. Both the President and Vice President are limited
to two year terms by the bylaws. I am a little surprised that no one wants to step up to a Board position,
specially when things are going very well for the club. I would like to see all members stay informed on
what is going on in the club because we will only succeed with a large variety of views and suggestions
from the members. Please consider running for an office in next year’s election. For example, I have
been Parliamentarian for quite a few years. It would be good to have someone else in the position. If I get
beaten in an embarrassing landslide election it does not mean that I’ll leave the club. I’ll still be here to
help anyway that I can. I’ll even make a campaign promise to buy the winner a beer. I have a feeling the
whole Board feels the same way.
Another suggestion I have is to spend a few minutes looking through the club’s website: vette-club.org
We or, much more accurately, our web team has made many improvements to the website and we will be
adding more as time (and contributors) allow. For one thing the club has a very rich history and with
some effort that is an area that can be expanded for the benefit of current and future members. Bill mentioned the last autocross in his article. We have a lot of photos of each event and this is an area where
volunteers have been helping since it is easy for anyone to post photos. In addition event results are
posted as well. You can check out the most recent event here: https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/
Even though winter is arriving you can also stay in touch with the club through our Facebook activities.
We have three different options for you. We have the open Facebook Page that attracts members and
non-members from all over the internet world. You can search on “Corvette Club of America, Inc.” to
locate the page. Second, we have a members only group that you can locate by searching for
“Corvette Club of America, Inc. (members only)”. Finally we have a second Facebook Group that is
open to members and special invited guests. You can locate it by searching for “Corvette Club of America”. This group has NCM staff and volunteers, Corvette Racing folks, a few GM folks, Corvette Corral
volunteers, and even a few Canadian Corvette fans that I’ve met along the way at IMSA races at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park or Mosport as it is known to those like me who cannot break a habit.
Either the club website or our Facebook locations can be a great way to stay connected while there is
snow on the ground. Think about it if you have not checked them out yet.
Finally I would like to close out the Ramblings this month with a comment on a story you may have
seen. As you likely know, the last C7 has rolled off the line in Bowling Green. But, you may not know
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about the car that was just in front of it. Here is a copy of a short article in Corvette Blogger by Keith
Cornett on November 15th:

Chevrolet Completes C7 Corvette Production As Final 2019 Models Roll Off the
Assembly Line
On Thursday, November 15th at approximately 3:10 pm, the final C7
Corvettes were completed at the
Corvette Assembly Plant in Bowling
Green. Chevrolet celebrated the moment by tweeting out a photo of the
last C7 Corvette produced – a Black
2019 Corvette Z06 – that was sold at
auction for charity earlier in the
summer.
Automobile collector Dan Snyder
placed the winning $2.7 million
bid for the Black 2019 Z06 Coupe at
the Barrett-Jackson Northeast Auction in Connecticut on June 28. Proceeds from the sale went to the
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation. Snyder is the CEO of digital media company inLighten
and founder of Dan Snyder Motorsports, and his collection spans nearly 100 vehicles which also includes the very last Viper produced.
The second to last Corvette has also found a special home according to the National Corvette Museum. That car, a 2019 Stingray Coupe in Arctic White will have a permanent home at the NCM Collection thanks to the generous donation by NCM Lifetime member Ivan Schrodt. Schrodt, who previously donated five Corvettes from his collection to the National Corvette Museum, purchased the car
and will take delivery on the November 20th at the NCM. Ivan will then hand over the keys to the
White Stingray Coupe in a ceremony on Corvette Boulevard where it will take its place among the
other historic Corvettes in the National Corvette Museum’s collection.

I am very happy to be able to say that I know
Ivan as a result of meeting him over a dinner
with other Corvette Racing fans at a Mosport
race several years ago. He is a member of the
CCA Closed Group on Facebook and a regular
commenter in the group. You are not going to
find a nicer guy even in the select community
of Corvette fans. You may spot him driving a
Porsche but he is totally Jake approved!!
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Competition Director - Bill Sandusky

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - November 2019

Our last autocross of the year turned out to be wet affair. We delayed the start time by three hours trying to avoid the heavy rains that were forecast. Although we got drenched setting up the course, registration and tech, the skies started clearing just as we were ready to start running. What made it even
harder was the fact we were down four of our regular volunteers.
With the weather forecasted, turnout was light with about half the normal registrations plus a couple
of no shows. We still managed to run the event with all our safety protocols in place. On the bright
side, everyone got five runs instead of the usual four. Times were a bit slower in the first session
since the course was wet and improved nicely for the dryer second session. For the first time since I
can remember the top three FTD awards went to corvettes. Yours truly was second and fellow club
member Fred Martin took third before having an engine failure.
So what about next year? We hope to return to this location, but will need approval from Maryland
DOT and our co-user United Karting. Another issue I have noticed is the reluctance of member support especially volunteers. We have shown to the autocross community that we put on a quality event,
hence the number of entries is on the rise. It would be really great if we could get some club members
with pickup trucks (who are not competing) to volunteer to bring equipment from the storage unit in
the morning or take it back after the event.
Bill Sandusky
CCA Competition Director
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by Pat Roney

October 20-21, 2019

Another great Chin Trackdays event with a good showing of CCA members. Bob C., David C.,
Michael E., Clayton E. and myself enjoyed a couple of days on the beautiful VIR road course.
Sunday was wet most of the day, but we did have some fairly dry laps. Monday was a beautiful day
to be on track.

CCA member Clayton E. brought a couple of cars with him, including his C7 ZR1 Corvette, A Radical and a track set up BMW M3 as seen here. Actually Clayton picked up the Radical here at the
track and did the shakedown with the Radical crew.
I did manage to get a picture of Michael E. out on
track in his C5 Corvette.
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Clayton E. in his C7 ZR1 Corvette chasing down a BMW
going into turn 4.

David C. was instructing brothers Mike and Matt W. in their
2015 Dodge Challenger SRT.
Judging from Mike and Matt’s
big smiles, I would say that
David did a good job.

David C.’s Corvette was on the trailer early
due to a harmonic balancer issue.
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Bob C. had some good sessions on track before throwing a belt.

Bob is checking out a pulley to see why the belt was having
problems and called in John D., aka MacGyver, for some help.

It is always good to see my buddy Tom
M. at the track. I got a chance to ride
with Tom and he is doing great on
track. Tom also expressed interest in
joining CCA.
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It was good running into Nick S. with
his new Ford Mustang GT350R. I believe this is Nick’s 3rd GT350. I got a
ride with Nick when they first came out
and again when he got his GT350R. It
looks like Nick is “all in” now.

And what a great day when a Mustang FP350S
shows up and I am tasked with showing Mark the
track. Since it was raining, we went out in my car
which was on street tires. I did get a short ride in
Mark’s car before the day was out. What a beautiful and powerful car.
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Chin sure takes care of its staff. I had never experienced
a Low Country Boil dinner before, but thanks to Jim and
Lorrie Pomroy, I was here to enjoy this great experience.
Shrimp, andouille sausage, corn on the cob, potatoes and
spices were boiled in a big pot to make this delicious
meal. Bob C. and I both went back for seconds.

The gang hanging out while dinner is
cooking.

Congratulations to Pete G. for passing his MSF
Level 2 Instructor Certification. Pete is one of my
track buddies and drives a Corvette.
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Nov. 3, 2019

It is tough getting use to the early morning freezing weather again. It was just above freezing when
I arrived at 7am. CCA had good representation again with a total of 7 members participating. Karl
B., Bill S., Chris S. and myself were instructing novice drivers while members Steve W. and Marko
B. were driving. CCA member Debbi D. was pit crewing and coaching. Members were scattered
all over the paddock making getting pictures today.

I caught a glimpse of Bill S. heading
out on track.

Bill S. was instructing Monica S. If
Monica looks familiar, you may have
seen her at one of our autocrosses. She
has really gotten into exercising her
car.
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I had worked with Adam T. back in
May of this year and got a chance to
work with him again. This was only
his 2nd day on track and he is doing
great. He has all of the skills to be
solo but is ok with getting some more
instructed time on the track before
soloing.

Daylight Savings Time makes it difficult to get good pictures towards the
end of the day.
Here we have Bill S., Debbie D. and
Chris S. as we pack up at the end of
the day.
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A special picture here as Bill and I congratulate Monica S. on her passing her test ride to be a solo
driver with FATT. Bill had instructed Monica today and I did the check ride with her.
In the background you can see the #45 Mustang of Wendy M. that you have probably seen at one of
our autocrosses. Wendy has become a very good instructor and driver at HPDE events.

FATT AT SUMMIT POINT CIRCUIT

Nov. 15, 2019

Summit Point is trying something new for their last FATT of the year. It is called a Novice Only
FATT. The Novice group fills up for the year fast as soon as their schedule is released in early
March. This Novice only event gets twice as many novices through the program and will allow
more beginners to enjoy this great hobby. Instructors have one student for 4 sessions in the morning
and a different student for 4 sessions in the afternoon. Instructor track sessions are in between student’s sessions. This new format ran very smoothly on its first attempt.
CCA members Bill S., Karl B., and myself all instructed at this event. Unfortunately, I only got one
picture all day mostly due to being focused on the new agenda, but also because my phone battery
died towards the end of the day. I did manage to get a good picture of Baron M. teaching the classroom.
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This was also Chris White’s last day as Motorsports Park Director. Good luck to Chris with his new
job, and thanks to Chris for all he did to improve this facility. Chris had a vision and passion that
was second to none.

INSTRUCTOR APPRECIATION AT SUMMIT POINT CKT Nov. 15, 2019
Summit Point Motorsports Park does a great job of thanking their instructors for instructing all year.
We are given a day to enjoy the track along with a very nice lunch. We are also allowed to bring a
guest. Again, this year I brought Paul D., seen below with April and Paul’s beautiful Corvette C6
ZR1. April and Paul do so much for the club that it feels good to give a little back. As always, I
very much enjoyed working with Paul. He is driving very well allowing me to just sit back relax
and enjoy the day.
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Bill S. brought his son Jeff as his guest.
We saw Jeff out on track a couple of times
and he is doing well and very fast. Jeff
has been doing HPDE’s for several years.

Summit Point treated us to a great bar-bque lunch. Here enjoying the lunch is
NVCC’s own Cassidy N. with his wife
Amanda, and Tony S.
Cassidy was key in getting me into instructing.
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Part of the
Motorsports
Park team that
worked to
make sure we
had a great
day. Greg
Haas, Motorsports Park
Manager, was
busy at the
time I took the
picture and
when I saw
him later my
phone battery
was dead.

CHIN AT DAYTONA, 24 HOUR ROLEX ROAD COURSE.
Be sure to check out next month’s report on the November 8-10th HPDE at Daytona International
Speedway with the IMSA layout utilizing the infield and bus stop. CCA members Chris S., Debbie
D., Bob C., Ray D., Carter and Becky S., and myself all enjoyed the event.

Tracking Schedule (Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly)
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/
Here is the schedule for upcoming HPDE events:
Nov 30-Dec. 1 Chin at Road Atlanta Pat R.

VISIT OUR CCA HPDE PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE
Our Website team led by April has been working their magic on our CCA website and has upgraded
the HPDE page. She has added a schedule of events our members are planning to attend as well as a
list of tracks and videos that our members have done. I am really impressed with the excellent job
she has done. Thanks for all of your hard work and creativity April.
Here is a link to the new page:

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/
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WANT TO TRY YOUR CAR OUT ON TRACK?
Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and experience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed. If you
would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of
our tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot.

Pat Roney
Corvette Club of America
KEEP IT TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON THE STREET!
THE TRACK IS A MUCH SMARTER PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR CAR CAN DO..
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Membership Director - Paul Donohue

CCA Membership Update
CCA Membership Update
We have 211 current memberships, including 129 local, 77 long-distance, and 5 honorary memberships.
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org.

New Memberships
Name
Location
Jack B.
Greensboro, GA
Albert & Karen M. Gainesville, GA
Jerome & Marcella A. Bonita Springs, FL
Barbara & James P. Middletown, OH

Corvette
1997 Red Coupe
2012 Gray GS
C7 White Stingray
2019 Gray Coupe

Referrer
CCA Website
CCA Website
Chevy Dealer
CCA Website

Join Date
10/19/2019
11/01/2019
11/06/2019
11/11/2019

Paul Donohue
Membership Director
www.vette-club.org/membership
membership@vette-club.org
240-720-7816
CCA MD License Plates
If you’re interested in obtaining MD CCA organizational license plates, e-mail:
license_plates@vette-club.org
Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to the NCM. Click this link and sign into
your Amazon account to get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
Event Planning
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see:
www.vette-club.org/event-planning
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

The NCM Spring Giving 2019 Campaign is
on! Support your NCM. Information here.

Not an NCM Member?
Become one!
Learn More!

The Corvette Store (270) 777-4555 https://corvettestore.com/
National Corvette Museum Events Calendar and Registration is located here.
Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, ncmambassador@vette-club.org, 301-949-2464
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Oct 25 - 26, 2019

By Van
The NCM's Racing Weekend is definitely a Bucket List item if you are a Corvette Racing fan. This
event is a much anticipated event for some of us in CCA. It's a chance to get an overview of the racing season from a perspective of the team manager and one or more of the Corvette drivers.
You will get a "behind the scenes" look at the progress of their efforts to be winners, the trials and
tribulations of their efforts and the results. You will have the opportunity to view a distinctive racing
Corvette, which they will have on display.
The first year Bev and I went, in 2017, they had the C5-R #3 Corvette Dale Earnhardt and Dale Junior raced in the 2000 12 Hours of Sebring. I have a 1/8th model of the "dirty" C5-R, so I took it
along and had the hood signed by members of the Racing Team. They also trailered C7-R #3 and
put it on display. This year the 1956 Cunningham Corvette was on display, an experience I wanted
to participate in. Lance Miller of Carlisle Events brought his 1960 Le Mans winning Corvette that
was driven by John Fitch and Bob Grossman.

Corvette Racing Team manager Doug Fehan and driver Tommy Milner were on hand as well as Lee
Willard, Chief Michelin Corvette Tire Engineer, Alex MacDonald, GM Head of Vehicle Performance, Cam Bower, Mobil Oil Strat4egic Alliance Global Manager and NCM's board of directors
member Wes Wong. Also on hand from the NCM were Bryce Burklow - Events Manager and volunteers Ron & Jessica Grove and Steve & Nancy Cooper. All of these folks would take the time to
answer questions from the attendees.
As dedicated racing fans, we are privy to information not provided to the public at large, and the
team gave us insights to the racing season that no one else would get. A great representation of the
design and engineering for the C8 Corvette was put on by Alex and the design and specifications
regarding the Michelin tires developed for the C8 Corvette were presented by Lee.
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My daughter Aybra and I toured the AACA museum before the dinner on Friday night. Then there
were a couple of presentations after the dinner, followed by a signing event. Nigel S. Dobbie, author
of the book "20 Years of Corvette Racing" was also there to sign his book.

After touring the museum, we went downstairs for dinner. There, on display was the Cunningham
#3 Corvette along with two others from Lance Miller's collection. Tommy Milner and Doug Fehan
gave an overview of the Corvette Racing season after the dinner.

Saturday morning, a trip to the Warehouse was in order where Aybra and I checked out all the impressive vehicles located there. My favorite cars are the oldies that have the huge headlights, spare
tires in the fenders with mirrors strapped to them, laden with an elegance you don't find in automobiles today.

Then on to the AACA museum where we attended the seminars, presentations and auction of the
various items on hand. One of the most impressive items for auction was a guitar signed by at least
20 of the best known names in country music. It didn't make the reserve, but just being in its presence was a privilege.
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So, you never know what you will find at one of these events. In that regard, considering the fact
that my father was a California Highway Patrolman from 1942 until 1964, something amazing
caught my eye in the Motorcycle exhibit. My father was a motorcycle cop, and original "CHIPs".
The 1945 Model FL, documented by the CHP as its only remaining 1945 model. I can imagine my
dad riding this motorcycle on Highway 101 during WWII, keeping an eye out for Japanese submarines off the coast of Ventura, where I grew up. I can remember my dad coming home for lunch and
parking his cycle in front of the house.

Obviously, the highlight of the event was to see the Cunningham Corvette #3 in person, and the anticipation did not disappoint. I took many photos of this amazing vehicle, including a cockpit view
you probably won't see anywhere else.
The recap of the racing season; the advancements of tire technology and the designing and process
of developing the C8 Corvette were especially interesting. You're very likely to hear some information which may not generally be made available to the public, a very unique perspective to be a part
of.
A very unique event, one I think should be considered adding to your bucket list. I believe you won't
be disappointed.
More information and a link to many more photos at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/323/
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Poker Run during NCM Corvette Racing Weekend - Friday Oct 25th, 2019
By Jon Thorn
On Friday morning approximately 55 attending the weekend’s activities went on a poker run to the
Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine and Steam Train in Ashland, PA. The event went from 8:00 AM until
about 3:00 PM giving us enough time after it ended to get cleaned up for the Friday night main
event dinner. To speed up the poker part of the event consisted in handing out a couple of the cards
at the AACA museum before we left for Ashland and the balance of the hand was passed out at the
mine. It was a very nice drive but not exactly a poker run. The mine and presentations we received
were very interesting. Anthracite mining has taken place in the Ashland area since the late 1760’s.
The Pioneer Tunnel has been operating as a mine tour since 1962. While we were there several
school buses arrived with kids going on the tour too.
We first took a short steam train ride over to a closed strip mining location and then we had a tour of
the tunnel mine. Anthracite is hard coal with a high carbon content and the fewest impurities. It is
the highest ranking variety of coal and was heavily used in steel production. Over the last 250 years
most of the “easy” coal has been mined but there are still known coal seams that extend for miles in
the Ashland area. The remaining coal, for the most part, is no longer commercially viable though.
When we arrived we boarded cars pulled by the Henry Clay a narrow gauge steam engine made in
the 1920’s.
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After a short ride we ended up at the remains of an old strip mine.

The NCM’s Wes Wong was everywhere to make
sure that things ran smoothly and that no one was
left behind.
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At the tunnel mine we boarded an electrically powered train for a ride into the mine.

It was an extensive mine and we only a relatively small part of it. Descriptions of the operation were
provided by guides that had actually worked in the mines.
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One of the most interesting guides was this guy and he could actually sing very well. Mines in the
area used what is called the room and pillar method. Pillars of coal would be left to provide ceiling
support and the areas dug out were called the rooms. Seams were mostly less than 3 feet wide so that
became the “height” of the room. This method minimized the amount of wood that had to be
brought into the mine for shoring. One of the most dangerous jobs was clearing out the pillars after a
section was done being mined. They did not want to leave useful and relatively easy coal in the mine
but the problem of course was that sometimes pulling out the pillars also brought down the ceilings.
His last job in the mines was removing pillars which paid the most for miners. But it was also the
most dangerous of the mining jobs and he decided to get out while he could.
I’ve been in tunnel mines in Sydney Mines in New Brunswick Canada and in several strip mines in
the Appalachian area of Kentucky. This was the most informative tour of any that I have taken. I’ve
attended Corvette Racing Weekend several times and this was the first time they had a mine tour. It
is just an example of what the NCM does to add something new and different to the weekend each
time. If you get a chance you should consider joining us for next year’s event.
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Editors note: As Van pointed in his Corvette Racing Weekend article, Lance Miller brought the #3
Corvette to display at the NCM event. This is a story of the #2 Corvette and it has a much stronger
link to the CCA.

1960 Corvette that’s part of a very famous Le mans Winning Race Team
The First at Last: Briggs Cunningham’s Number 2, one of the first four
Corvettes to race at Le Mans
Chris Shelton Jul 25, 2017
Submitted by Van
Losers hardly ever go down in history. At least go down in a good way.
But for every rule there’s an exception. To the best of our knowledge, this Ermine White 1960 Corvette was never first across any finish line. Yet it’s one of the most renowned Corvettes in racing
history.

It’s because it was one of four across another line: the starting line at Le Mans in 1960, the first year
Corvette competed at the 24-hour endurance race. Specifically, Number 2 was one of three campaigned by sports car impresario Briggs Cunningham.
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Winning Le Mans was actually a means to a greater goal. Though ravaged by war, Europe sprang
back with the most highly regarded sports cars of the time. The Ferraris and Talbot Lagos and even
Jaguars would run off and hide from anything produced on American shores. Briggs sought to
change that first in 1950 with not one but two Cadillacs, one re-bodied to resemble a blunted wing.
They didn’t win but they went into the record books at 10th and 11th place, and into the hearts of the
French fans who admired the team for its pluck.
The following year Briggs went on to establish a car manufacturing company that bore his name,
Cunningham. (Incidentally, he referred to the models as C2, C3, C4 and C5 well before Corvette
even existed.) Anyway, the prevailing objective was still a win at Le Mans under Yankee power
(Chrysler Hemi at the time). But the gods never smiled on Briggs’ team. The best it did was fourth
overall, which is respectable. But fourth is three off of first. For tax reasons, Briggs ceased car production in 1956. From then on he raced other makes, finding considerable success in Jaguars.

In fact, so successful was Cunningham’s Jag deal that he reportedly caught the attention of GM engineer Zora Arkus-Duntov. Zora constantly sought opportunities to put his baby in the spotlight. In
1956, he and Corvette race program manager Frank Burrell sweet-talked GM into going to Le Mans
with the Corvette. This despite hand-wringing by GM President Harlow Curtice, who sought to
drive GM out of motorsports after Mercedes’ crash at Le Mans the year prior. Ultimately, GM
scrapped the Le Mans program at the last minute.
Zora never quit. As word has it, in 1959, he (and presumably Frank Burrell) pillow-talked Briggs
into giving Yankee power another shot at Le Mans. He sweetened the pot with the prospect of house
-prepped engines and other goodies. Briggs obliged and bought three 1960 models from Don Allen
Chevrolet, each optioned to the hilt: fuel-injection, sintered-metallic brake linings, quick-ratio steering, close-ratio four-speed transmission, and limited-slip gear carriers. The damage: $11,730.24 for
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three dream-option first-gen Corvettes (that’s $95,646.24 in today’s funds, which would still be a
deal for a one fuelie car!).
Briggs had his chief mechanic and fellow Jaguar dealer Alfred Momo prep the cars. That included
multiple redundant fuel pumps, a bespoke 37-gallon fuel tank (the largest that the FIA allowed),
seats from a Douglas C-47 Skytrain and stiffer springs.

Briggs and Alfred shook down this car, No. 2, and another at Sebring in March. The car, driven by
Dr. Dick Thompson (“The Flying Dentist”) and Fred Windridge suffered an engine failure on lap
41. Briggs, Bob Grossman and John Fitch later ran the car hard at Bridgehampton to reveal weak
points. They found few. Satisfied, Briggs sent the cars to France.
Le Mans lined up cars by displacement, giving the Cunningham Corvettes the first three positions.
Briggs Cunningham and Jim Kimberly drove the No. 1 car. Dick Thompson and Fred Windridge
drove this one. John Fitch and Bob Grossman drove the No. 3 car.
Soon after taking over the wheel from Briggs, Jim Kimberly rolled the No. 1 car. While No. 2, this
car, struck a sandbank and underwent repairs to its right-front fender that put it well back of the
pack. It lasted to nearly the end of the race when the engine finally gave up. Despite chronic overheating in the latter part of the race, No. 3 won its class, the first win for Corvette at Le Mans. But it
came in at a disappointing eighth overall.
Disenchanted with the finish, Briggs scrapped the entire Corvette program. He returned the engines
to Chevrolet and had Bill Frick dispose of the cars. No. 2 went to a National Zinc employee in New
Jersey according to racer and auto journalist Steve Smith.
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We know this because Steve bought the car from the National Zinc employee for $3,800. A racing
enthusiast himself, Steve wrote that he took the car to Thompson Raceway for a flogging. According
to him, the session revealed near-worthless brakes, later discovered to be brake linings worn straight
through. Blissfully ignorant of it, Smith drove the car that way from New York to his new job
at Road & Track magazine in California. Imagine driving a car cross-country on flat-bottomed DC-3
seats and bald tires (the same tires from the Le Mans trip). Understandably, he dubbed the car
Beastie.
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Steve drove Beastie, almost always hard, until the stock engine blew up. Within the year, Smith returned east, this time to Connecticut. The purchase of a Porsche Speedster inspired the sale of the
Corvette. An ad in the Road & Track classifieds produced no takers.
To make the car more presentable, Steve wrote that he had Earl Scheib paint it Royal Blue. Ultimately, Steve gave the car to Vasek Polak, a Manhattan Beach, California, Porsche dealer, in trade
for race-prep on the Speedster. Vasek reportedly cast the car to his yard of forlorn racers. Steve says
he largely forgot about it.
Then, sometime in the early 1980s, the Road & Track ad Steve took out in the 1960s finally produced a lead. It was Corvette historian and restorer Mike Pillsbury. “Pillsbury traded in Corvette
parts,” says collector Bruce Meyer. As Steve Smith remembers it, in June 1980, Mike heard about a
junkyard in Irwindale, California, slated for closure. Mike has since departed for the great workshop
in the sky so we have to rely on secondhand accounts of what happened.
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“He suspected it was one of the Cunningham Vettes,” Bruce says. He explains that, as Mike sanded
it down he discovered that it was white with a blue stripe. “So he went over to Cunningham’s museum in Costa Mesa (California) as they had all the numbers of the cars. Then they reached out to
Frank Burrell. Frank had all the stuff still in his garage; the dash with the scrutineering information,
the seats and so on.” Mike then restored the car. “(He) did the most spectacular job putting it back
together,” Bruce adds. “He gets all the credit for that.” (The Cunningham museum that once stood in
Costa Mesa was literally down the street from the Vette offices and where this editor spent many an
hour just dreaming about all of these famous cars. B.B.)
Then No. 2 debuted at the 1987 Monterey Historic Automobile Races. According to Steve Smith,
Mike’s widow sold the car to an East Coast restauranteur upon Mike’s death in the late ’90s. Bruce’s
friend Lance Miller helped track down the car for Bruce, who bought it in the late ’90s. In 2001,
Bruce took the car to the Goodwood Festival of Speed. “I wanted a racing Corvette, specifically one
that raced at Le Mans,” Bruce explains. “Also, I wanted one that had knock-off wheels that didn’t
look like a street Corvette. So that ticked all the boxes, and I love the Briggs Cunningham story.”
Briggs Cunningham’s No. 2 still sees track time. Earlier this year he ran the car through its paces at
The Thermal Club, a racetrack outside Palm Springs, California. Though given its provenance it
really doesn’t have to win to prove anything. Bruce also street-drives the car, especially to events. In
2016, at the San Marino Motoring Classic, the Historical Vehicle Association bestowed upon the car
its highest honor, its Preservation Award that recognizes a vehicle’s authenticity and intactness. In
2008, it won the Corvette class at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance.
Although No. 2 may not have been a winner on the track, ever, it’s far from a loser. You’d be hardpressed to find a more significant Corvette race car than this one.

Photography by Jorge Nuñez
http://www.superchevy.com/features/1707-1960-corvette-thats-part-of-a-very-famous-le-mans-winning-race-team
42 more photos available
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Saturday Nov 2, 2019

By Jon Thorn
Jean Wade was the organizer for the Fall Cruise this year and it turned out to be a really great day.
The group that began at the cruise meeting spot arrived at the Urbana Park and Ride between 8:30
AM and about 8:45 AM. Our tour appointment at White Post Restoration was set for 11:00 AM so
we departed from the Park and Ride on time at about 9:00 AM. Jean did a great job of keeping the
group more or less on schedule the whole day. It is never an easy job!
After a very nice Fall drive out RT 15 and 340 through
Harpers Ferry, Charles Town, and Berryville, we arrived in
White Post, VA about 15 minutes ahead of schedule which
gave us time to compare notes with members that drove
directly to White Post. This was my first time in White
Post so I had checked a quick history lesson on the area
from Wikipedia. In the 1730s, Thomas Fairfax, the sixth
Lord Fairfax, settled here and built his “Greenway Court”
manor home. According to the local tradition (and a bronze
plaque) Col George Washington set the original post to
guide travelers to Lord Fairfax’s residence. White Post itself is actually an unincorporated community but it is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places.

It was cool Fall day but fortunately not particularly windy. I liked their address: “One
Old Car Drive.”

We had an excellent turnout from the club and took advantage of the chance to catch up with everyone in the
parking lot while we were waiting for them to open the
shop. The facility is closed on weekends and Mondays
and tours are done by appointment.
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That is a Rolls Royce grill over the garage doors and it looked to me like they had wired up the
headlights! This place was a combination of a museum and a world class restoration shop. Worldclass is not an exaggeration either because they have customers from all over the world.
Here are some comments from their Facebook page:
Concours restorations, hydraulic brake sleeving and rebuilding services. From its humble beginnings
as a farm machinery repair shop, White Post Restorations has grown to become one of the premier
collectible car restorers in the world. White Post cars have won countless awards at many AACA
national and grand national shows. (Editor’s note - The, now annual, Corvette Racing Weekend is
held at the Antique Automobile Club of America Museum in Hershey, PA.) In addition, several
White Post cars have won at a Concours d’Elegance show including Pebble Beach, Amelia Island,
and Meadowbrook.
White Post facilities include three main buildings with in-door space for over 60 vehicles. On-site
services include paint & body, mechanical, sheet metal fabrication, electrical, upholstery, and woodworking / coachbuilding. White Post also offers complete brake cylinder sleeving and rebuilding
services.
Founding Date 1940.
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Not everything they work on is
old. There is a LS-7 buried in the
rear of this full custom.

A Cadillac undergoing a full restoration. With deep pockets, cars can
spend more than a year at the shop.

More of the Cadillac in process.
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This long and narrow machine shop area is set up for brake cylinders and calipers. When you have a
destroyed brake cylinder they can save the original one which is the key requirement of a restoration. That and having a large budget. They do a worldwide business over the internet from this location. I saw a pair of mid-1960’s Corvette calipers that looked like they just came out of a box in
1965.

A Healey in the process of being restored.

This BMW was said to be the most valuable
car in the shop at the moment.
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White Post Restorations is a family operation
that has had 4 generations restoring classic cars
with the 5th generation on the way. Very impressive!
I mentioned that the shop is like a museum inside. I could have spent another full day just
looking at what was on the walls.
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Following the shop tour we went to the Regions 117 restaurant in Lake Frederick, VA. The restaurant was an excellent choice. We had a great lunch and the layout allowed easy extended conversations. The one problem was that I was so distracted that I do not have a single indoor picture of the
place. All in all, it was a perfect day!
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Saturday Nov 16th, 2019

By Jon Thorn
CCA member Dan Girardi and Montgomery County Toys for Tots coordinator Paul Gunther held
this year’s event again at the Firebirds Wood Fired Grill in Gaithersburg. The weather cooperated
and thanks to a large club turnout the event was a big success. It was a fun day for a great cause.
There are more photos on the website’s event page here: https://www.vette-club.org/events/345/
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For Sale: 2 Michelin Pilot Sport 4S Tires
285/30/20 tire size with 60 - 70% tread remaining.
$50.00 Call Bill S. 301-801-7519
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For sale: 4 OEM thin spoke polished aluminum wheels (17" front & 18" rear) with center caps and
TPMS sensors from a 2003 coupe. Asking $300 for the whole package, negotiable, cash only. I'm
looking for a local sale near Montgomery County, Maryland. The TPMS sensors were working fine
when they were last on the car in August. The center caps are intact (no broken tabs) but could use
some cleaning. The wheels are in rough shape, and need to be refurbished. There is some significant
curb rash on the outside, and the barrels have a lot of surface corrosion.
Contact Craig at cw.nih@verizon.net for info and more pictures.
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Sponsor Directory
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information.

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering of member's time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. The “Charities” link above
will take you to detailed information on the CCA website.
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The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with Sport
Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - (240)560-5540

The Corvette Club of America was founded by
John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet
dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of
1957 the club changed its name from the Capital
Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America,
since it was the intent of the members to make the
club a national organization. Before the end of the
following year the club had over one hundred members.

President
Kelly Ryan
(240)601-6045
Vice President
Art Bell
(410)808-4000
Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
Membership Director
Paul Donohue
(240)720-7816
Event Director
Devin Streight (240)468-8190
NCM Ambassador
Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Competition Director
Bill Sandusky
(301)801-7519
Parliamentarian
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Webmaster
April Hussey
(240)720-7816
Member-at-Large
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the
formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and
is the largest non-profit association of Corvette
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that share
a common interest, America’s Sports Car - The Corvette!

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
Copyright 2019, Corvette Club of America, Inc.
Second Place winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018.

