
October 2019 President - Kelly Ryan 

Celebrating our 63
rd

 Anniversary Year 

 

 

2019 seems to be flying by. It’s already Fall and the club is setting up to host the final autocross for the 

season. If you’ve always wanted to try auto crossing  but haven’t gotten around to putting it on your cal-

endar stop reading this newsletter and go immediately to the club web site and register for this event 

(Sunday October 27 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at CCA’s new venue 7210 Ridge Road, Hanover MD). There 

is a morning or afternoon session. I’d recommend signing up for both sessions, using the morning ses-

sions to set up your best runs in the afternoon. Autocross is the type of event where practice does make 

perfect. You’ll need to take the time to complete the technical review form prior to the event to make 

sure your vehicle is properly prepared. You’ll also need a helmet, but if you don’t have one no worries. 

You can rent one from the club for a nominal fee. 

 

A quick reminder about another event this month: Paul Moorcones from Radial Tire will be our guest 

speaker at this month’s shop night at Sport Chevrolet. Paul will be discussing all things relevant, whether 

purchasing or maintaining tires, and tire characteristics to consider when preparing for track, auto cross-

ing events or day to day driving. 

 

This past month a number of members and spouses gathered together in Ocean City for the annual board-

walk run and car show weekend hosted by the Freestate Corvette Club. The weather was excellent for 

this party weekend and I’m betting there are plenty of pictures elsewhere in the newsletter or on the club 

website documenting the festivities. Starting with a gathering of club members at Bull on the Beach prior 

to event registration at the Clarion and ending at a house party after the boardwalk run, there were a num-

ber of opportunities for members to get together and share a meal and conversation. We will have to 

work on selecting a restaurant with more appeal for next year’s Friday night gathering and also find 

someone to coordinate members’ prior to the boardwalk cruise. 

Club election of our 2020 board members and officers is quickly approaching. There are eleven positions 

open for candidate consideration and I’d like to ask all club members to give serious consideration to 

running for one of these positions. Our club’s vitality and diversification depends on getting new 

The World’s First Corvette Club 
 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier October 2019    Page 2 

members involved on the board and in club activities. Whether it’s running for one of the board po-

sitions, volunteering to organize an event or simply pitching in to make an existing event possible 

this club depends on its members for a successful and fun filled year. Find out more about how you 

can get involved by planning on attending one of our monthly business and member meetings at the 

Greene Turtle in Burtonsville, MD. 

 

Take a look at the next section of this newsletter for a great selection of club events activities and 

events coming up in the near future. Feel free to sign up and enjoy life with your Corvette. 

 

Kelly Ryan 

CCA President  
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October Shop Night (Tuesday, Oct 22, 2019, 6:00PM – 9:00PM, arrive before 7:30PM) 

Bring your Corvette in to Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring for a do-it-yourself shop night. Sport 

Chevrolet allows us to use their vehicle lifts; however, you must bring your own tools, fluids, etc  

Paul of Radial Tire Co. in Silver Spring will host a Technical Session and share with you the latest 

in tire technology and how to select the right tires to suit your Corvette lifestyle. 

Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904 

More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/307/  

 

Autocross - October (Sunday, Oct 27, 8:00AM - 5:00PM) 

Open to Corvette and non-Corvette participants of all experience levels and ages 18 and over.  Spec-

tators and volunteers are welcome! There is a morning session of two heats with 4 runs each and an 

afternoon session of two heats with 4 runs each. We break for lunch and give you ample time to eat 

lunch and return for the afternoon session. 

Volunteers needed:  

To make our autocross events successful and to run smoothly, about 20 workers and par-

ticipants from our club are needed for each event. If you only wish to observe or volunteer, 

you do not need to be registered for the event. No experience is necessary, we will teach you 

everything you need to know. We need volunteers for Sunday morning for setup, tech in-

spection, registration, worker chief, grid, start box, spectator control, and cleanup at the 

event conclusion. Registration opens at 8:00 AM so all worker/participants involved with 

setup, registration, and tech inspection should arrive by 7:30 AM. You can sign up to volun-

teer for autocross events on this shared Google spreadsheet (no sign-in required) or e-

mail competition@vette-club.org and specify the day and task you volunteer for. 

More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/330/ 

 

November Business Meeting (Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 7:30PM – 9:00PM) 

This is the club's monthly business and membership meeting with the Board and is open to all cur-

rent and prospective club members. We discuss both past and future events as well as general club 

business. Arrive early at 6:30 PM if you wish to have dinner and chat before the meeting. 

The Greene Turtle - 15660 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville, MD 20866. 

More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/296/  
 

Devin Streight 

Event Coordination Director 

240-468-8190 

events@vette-club.org 

 

Be certain to frequently check the CCA  

calendar for upcoming events !!   

https://www.vette-club.org/events/month/  

 

Calendar - Upcoming Events & Reminders  www.vette-club.org/events 

Event Director - Devin Streight 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/307/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jP5zyjY02GtlaBSBqJO-zk5s2uui5u65sMol543mXcE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/events/330/
https://www.vette-club.org/events/296/
mailto:events@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/events/month/
https://www.vette-club.org/events/
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn 

 

 

I am really looking forward to November. I realize that seems a little odd. Normally it is a time of the 

year that things rapidly begin to slow down for the club. The thing is that shortly after the Founder’s Day 

Picnic I came down with a cold. No problem you say. Grab some cold medicine and it will be gone in a 

week. Or don’t grab some cold medicine and it will be gone in a week.  The thing is that this cold seemed 

to have my name on it and now three weeks later I am just beginning to feel like recovery has started. 

This was not the mother of all colds. I think it was the Great Grandmother of all colds. In any event it has 

knocked me for a loop and like it or not I have been on a forced vacation for a few weeks. I attended the 

Free State Corvette Weekend but stayed away from as many people as possible. I was even way off my 

game playing mini golf against my wife and sister. At least that is what I’m blaming my massive loss on. 

So, you have my official apology for the fact that the Corvette Courier is late this month. Time will tell 

but I think I have finally turned the corner on this cold and I am actually looking forward to November 

this year. 

I have two important reminders for you in my Ramblings this month.  

By now you should have received an email on the annual election for Club officers. If you missed it, 

much of the same information is repeated here on page 25. Serving on the club Board is a great way to 

contribute to the club. Things have been going very well for the club here in the 63rd year. But it does not 

happen by itself. We are an all volunteer organization. If the club is going to have another 63 years we 

need strong participation from everyone. If you have the ambition, you can nominate yourself for any 

Board position. Last year we actually did not have an election because there were no contested positions 

on the Board. That is not a good way to maintain an active and thriving club. You can also start at an eas-

ier pace by showing up at business meetings, participating in discussions and planning, and maybe even 

volunteering on a committee when the opportunities come up. Everyone is only going to get out of the 

CCA what they are willing to put into it. 

The second item is our October 27th autocross. It is the last one of the season and we could use some 

volunteer help. No experience necessary - just a desire to join in on some fun with the club. I am not sure 

how we are doing for helpers this time. I am not going to be able to attend this event.  I usually help with 

lugging stuff from our storage room close to the track and getting it back after the event. See, no talent 

required to volunteer, just a desire to help the club! However, this time I will be at the Corvette Racing 

Weekend event in Hershey, PA if I am finally over this cold. If you have never been to an autocross 

check out the information here: https://www.vette-club.org/events/330/ . Contact our Competition Direc-

tor, Bill Sandusky, at competition@vette-club.org or 301-801-7519 and see if he needs any help.  

 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/330/
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
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Changing subjects, I would like to pass along congratulations to CCA member Tom Armstrong. He 

recently received the U.S. Department of Commerce Silver Medal for Leadership. If you are a mem-

ber of the CCA Private Group on Facebook you have already seen this. If you are not a member and 

would like to be, just do a search on “Corvette Club of America” and request to join the group.  Nice 

going Tom!!! 

 

Above is the project that he worked on. 

 

 

Until next month, 

Jon Thorn 

CCA Corvette Courier Editor 
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Competition Director -  Bill Sandusky 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report - October 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

As we roll into fall, we will hold our last autocross of the season Sunday, October 27, 2019.  I hope 

we have a great turnout from our club members to either participate and or volunteer to run the event.  

Your support helps make these events a success. 

 

With the move to the new location this year, we have been able to draw more entries, so with that in 

mind, I plan to followup with Maryland DOT and United Karting about returning next year. 

 

Bill Sandusky 

CCA Competition Director 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING EVENTS     by Pat Roney 

 
 CHIN at NCM MSP      September 21-22, 2019 
 

Another 10 hour ride out to the National Corvette Museum for a couple of days on track with Chin 

Trackdays.  Actually, I stopped by Louisville to visit my son and join him for an event at Makers 

Mark which I cover later in this article. 

 

Austin Self was the event manager for this event.  Here 

he is briefing the participants on how much fun we are 

going to have this weekend. 

As you can see in the above photos, this event was well  

attended. 

 

 

Chief Instructor Bob T. talking with Matt next to Matt’s 

Daytona Prototype.  

 

 

 

So cool being on track with cars like this.  
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I caught up CCA member Ray D. as he was heading 

back to join his student.  

 

 

Our own Carter S. with his pit crew taking care of a 

brake problem.  That is quite an impressive pit crew 

you have there Carter. 

 

 

My job in the parade laps was to bring up the rear and keep the group tight.  Just as we were pulling 

out pro race driver Jade Buford came out to join us on his Ducati motorcycle.  It was interesting 

watching Jade maneuver the bike like he was 

racing.  However, he did it at parade lap 

speeds.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below it looks like he is doing 100mph but 

the truth is we were going pretty slow. 
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With Bob Towery and I sharing chief instructor duties, I found some time to check in on Bob’s im-

pressive racing career. Bob has been involved with the Mazda RX7 building and racing for the past 

few decades, including being a founding partner of SpeedSource Race Engineering team with Syl-

vain Tremblay.  Together, Bob and Sylvain built 65 RX7’s for track enthusiasts and successfully 

campaigned one for most of the 1990’s culminating with winning the 1998 Motorsports Associa-

tion’s North American Sports Car Team Championship.  Bob retired from racing after winning this 

prestigious award. 

 

I have been out on track with Bob a while back in his Evo and he certainly knows his way around a 

race track. 

Bob with his new ride, a 2018 BMW M2. 
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Isn’t it amazing how the new Corvette C8’s love to hang with the track cars.  I parked next to the 

white C8 and came back an hour later and the blue C8 had parked next to me.  I asked if we could 

trade cars so that I could take out one of the new C8’s on track the next day. The GM engineer driv-

ing it just smiled.  Now I am really excited to drive one on track.  These cars are awesome. 

 

 

CHIN AT DAYTONA, 24 HOUR ROLEX ROAD COURSE.     
 

We have a good group of club members heading for Daytona November 8-10., We will be using the 

IMSA layout utilizing the infield.  So far, we have Chris S., Debbie D., Bob C., Ray D. and myself.  

Several of us will probably caravan down with our track buddies John D. and Steve F. 
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Makers Mark supports Apron, Inc’s charitable event.     September 19, 2019 
 

Since it is not unusual for trips to the National Corvette Museum to include an excursion to Makers 

Mark I thought that this article might be of interest. 

 

Makers Mark has asked my son Patrick to prepare a dinner for groups of 20 to 30 guests on a couple 

of different special occasions.  As luck would have it, I was visiting my son in connection with 

events at the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park for both of those events and my son 

asked me to be part of his team. 

 

Patrick is a well known chef in Louisville, Kentucky and is on television often on shows like 

“Secrets of the Bluegrass Chefs”, “Secrets of the Louisville Chefs” and several local channels for 

events he is doing.  As a matter of fact, the video on our website HPDE page, is a direct result of his 

connection with the Video Production crew.  This video was also on the NCM MSP website home 

page for quite a while.  Link to video:  https://youtu.be/8TwBHJBGD9w 

 

This event was a charity event to benefit Apron, Inc., for uninsured hospitality workers.  For this 

event Makers Mark had 5 different stations with each presenting a different dish and cocktail repre-

senting their premium bourbons. We served 197 guests in 8 different groups of about 24..  Our 

Ashbourne Farms station was paired with Private Select. As luck would have it, I was in town for a 

Chin Trackdays HPDE at NCM MSP. 

 

I put together a few pictures to give you an idea of this great event. 

https://youtu.be/8TwBHJBGD9w
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Preparing the Ashbourne Farms dish for the next group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chef Patrick had an innovative idea for linking his dish to the selected wood series bourbon.  If you 

look at the bottom of the picture, the white bowl with the brown substance is a ground up stave used 

in the bourbon.  The genie looking bottle has the tomatoes in it, and the apparatus to the right of the 

bowl was used to burn the ground up stave and induce it into the tomatoes. 
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The Dish 

 

Ashbourne Farms Smoked Tomato and Oxtail 

Consomme.  Oxtail Stuffed Eggplant, Charred 

Cippolini Onion, Butter Poached Monkfish and 

English Peas.  This was paired with the Makers 

Mark Private Select bourbon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the new bourbon that will be introduced the next week.  

After the event we were happy to enjoy sipping some of the new 

release. 

 

 

Makers Mark Wood Finishing Series 2019 Release: RC6 

 

Carefully chosen wooden staves are inserted into barrels full of 

already-matured bourbon to give it extra flavor and character.  

Maker’s Mark 46 and Maker’s Mark Private Select are also part of 

the wood finishing series. 
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My son was introducing me as the Chief Instructor 

for Chin Trackdays at the National Corvette Museum 

Motorsports Park which prompted several of the 

guests to further discuss what I do, after their service.  

Among our guests were John Kolesa and Jason Heis-

ter.  John is the president of American Endurance 

Racing.  Amazing how all of this ties together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see Austin and Courtney again this year.  They both work in the Maker’s Mark store, 

do the tours and have done the serving for these special events.  This year, they were tour guides for 

this event. 
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Ryan (Sous Chef), Nokie (Pastry Chef), Myself, Lexi (Makers Mark) and Chef Patrick.  Chef Pat-

rick, Ryan and Nokie are the Ashbourne Farms staff. 

 

 

 

 

Of course the main reason that I spend so much time traveling 

to Kentucky, my granddaughter Hazy Lu.  She is working on 

her scholarship to college as a soccer star.  
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NSXPO WITH CHIN AT SUMMIT POINT CIRCUIT          Oct 9&10, 2019 

This is quite an impressive group of Acura NSX’s that gathered at Summit Point for their annual 

event. 

 

 

To give you some background, Mark and Maria Hicks purchased an Acura NSX back in the late 

1990’s and that is what they tracked then and how they became involved with Dr. Chin.  As it turned 

out Mark is the COO of Chin Trackdays, the largest HPDE event promoter in the US, so it made 

sense to ask Mark to put this event on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The NSX team with pro drivers Nick 

Robinson, James Robinson and 

Realtime Racing team owner and 

pro driver Peter Cunningham.  
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Chin Trackdays NSX. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark and Maria’s NSX that was part of the 

beginning of Chin Trackdays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This awesome McLaren Senna spent some 

time on the track in the advanced group with 

our own Bob C.  Bob was pretty impressed 

with its performance.  I was impressed that 

Bob was able to keep sight of the McLaren 

and even managed to pass it.  Bob thinks it 

may have been a cool down lap for the 

McLaren when he passed it. 
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This 1971 Ferrari 312PB  a 3 liter 12 

cylinder racing machine.  In 1972 this 

Ferrari won all of the World Sportscar 

Championships that it entered.  It also 

spent some quality time out on track at 

this event. 

 

I didn’t go out in the advanced session 

with either of these cars as I couldn’t 

afford the almost $1million price tag 

for each of these cars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A couple of our members coming through the tech line.  Michael M. and Stephen W. 

 

 

 

Mark Hicks getting us ready for another 

wonderful day on track.  
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Neal A. was fortunate enough to get a ride 

with our own Bob C. in his race prepped 

Corvette C5.  Bob is usually right up in the 

front of the advanced group on track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCA Comp chair and Chin instructor wins 

the prize for best instructor as he helps his 

student Michael M. replace his brake pads. 

 

Congratulations to Michael for passing the 

check out ride for the Intermediate group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the award for most dedicated driver 

goes to Karl B. working on his brakes be-

fore sun up. 
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Bill S. with his Corvette C7                                         Chris S. and Debbie D. with their Corvette C7. 

Karl B. with his Corvette C7 Z06.                              Andrew W. with his Corvette C6 Grand Sport.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is always nice to see Michael’s dad join him.                 Shannon T. made the trip from Tennessee 

again to join us with his Dodge Challenger SRF Hellcat.  I got a ride with Shannon and am very happy 

to see the driver he has become.  I had worked with Shannon at Barber Motorsport Park a few years.  



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier October 2019    Page 21 

 

I got a ride with Acura NSX pro driver Nick Robin-

son.  Very impressive car handling ability here.  

Nick has multiple podiums with the Pikes Peak In-

ternational Hill Climb. He is a North American 

R&D team member and engineer in charge of the 

next-generation supercar’s dynamic performance. 

Nick has won many of the Pikes Peak Hill Climbs 

including the PP250 winner from the 2015 Pikes 

Peak International Hill Climb.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Chin Trackdays staff for this event. 

From L-R:  Mark Hicks, COO, Jim Brazzi, Chief 

Instructor, Pat Roney, Chief Instructor, Maria 

Herrera-Hicks, Operation Analyst, and Eric Arm-

strong, Registration & Check Out Instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helmets Off To Heros                Scheduled for Nov. 10, 2019  

 

SCCA ran the Helmets Off To Heros last year and is doing it again 

this year.  Mark Hillyer is the lead for SCCA for this program.  

Mark is interested in finding some Veterans that have little or no 

track experience to be honored and to enjoy a day driving their car 

on track.  He is also looking for experienced instructors to work 

with the Veterans and some volunteers to help with various other 

duties. 

 

Registration is open and here is the link: 

 

https://:www.motorsportreg.com/events/helmets-off-to-heroes-

track-day-event-11-10-19-summit-point-raceway-546554  

https://:www.motorsportreg.com/events/helmets-off-to-heroes-track-day-event-11-10-19-summit-point-raceway-546554
https://:www.motorsportreg.com/events/helmets-off-to-heroes-track-day-event-11-10-19-summit-point-raceway-546554
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Tracking Schedule (Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly)  
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/ 

 

Here is the schedule for upcoming HPDE events: 

 

Oct. 19-20 SCCA PDX at SP Jefferson Ckt  Karl B.,  

Oct. 20-21 Chin at VIR        Bob C., Pat R., David C., Michael E., 

Nov. 3  FATT at SPC        Karl B. Bill S., Marko B., Stephen W., Southey M. 

Nov. 7-8 TraclDaze at VIR       Karl B. 

Nov. 8-10 Chin at Daytona IMSA layout     Chris S., Debbie D., Bob C., Pat R., Ray D. 

Nov. 10 Helmets Off to Heros SP JC        Karl B. 

Nov. 15 FATT (novice only) at SPC      Karl B., Bill S., Phil A., Pat R.   

Nov. 16 FATT Instrucdtor Apprec      Pat R., Karl B. 

Nov 30-Dec 1 Chin at Road Atlanta                  Bob C., Pat R. 

 

VISIT OUR CCA HPDE PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE 

 

Our Website team led by April has been working their magic on our CCA website and has upgraded 

the HPDE page.  She has added a schedule of events our members are planning to attend as well as a 

list of tracks and videos that our members have done.  I am really impressed with the excellent job she 

has done.  Thanks for all of your hard work and creativity April. 

 

Here is a link to the new page:     https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/ 

 

WANT TO TRY YOUR CAR OUT ON TRACK? 

 

Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and experi-

ence, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed.  If you 

would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of our 

tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Roney 

Corvette Club of America 

KEEP IT TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON THE STREET! 

THE TRACK IS A MUCH SMARTER PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR CAR CAN DO. 

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/
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Membership Director - Paul Donohue  

CCA Membership Update 

CCA Membership Update 
 

We have 209 current memberships, including 129 local, 75 long-distance, and 5 honorary member-

ships. We have 4 recently renewed memberships. 

 

If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org. 
 

 

New Memberships 
 

Name   Location  Corvette  Referrer Join Date 

Joseph M., Jalil N. Laveen, AZ  Not Yet  CCA Website 09/18/2019 

John & Han G. Portland, OR  1978 Burg/Blk Coupe CCA Website 09/28/2019 

Morris C., Rodney R. Hastings, OK  1984 & 1996 Conv. CCA Website 10/10/20 

 

Thank you to Andrew W., Larry S., Stuart S., and Dave L. for renewing your memberships. Thank you 

for the additional donation, Larry! 

 

 

Paul Donohue 

Membership Director 

www.vette-club.org/membership 

membership@vette-club.org 

240-720-7816 

 

CCA MD License Plates 

If you’re interested in obtaining MD CCA organizational license plates, e-mail:  

license_plates@vette-club.org 

 

Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to the NCM. Click this link and sign into 

your Amazon account to get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/ 

 

Event Planning 

If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see:  

www.vette-club.org/event-planning 

mailto:feedback@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/membership/
mailto:membership@vette-club.org
mailto:license_plates@vette-club.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
https://www.vette-club.org/event-planning/
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not an NCM Member? 

Become one! 

Learn More! 

National Corvette Museum Events Calendar and Registration is located here. 

The NCM Spring Giving 2019 Campaign is 

on!  Support your NCM.  Information here. 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  ncmambassador@vette-club.org,  301-949-2464 

 

The Corvette Store  (270) 777-4555    https://corvettestore.com/  

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
https://corvettestore.com/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/wendell-strode-retirement-dinner/
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CCA 2020 Election Nominations 

CCA Members, 

We are not quite at the end of the year but it is time to start thinking about the election of CCA Offi-

cers for next year. According to our club bylaws the President and Vice President are limited to two 

consecutive terms. Officers who are eligible and wish to serve another term must stand for elec-

tion. Members who wish to become more involved with the operation of the club are highly 

encouraged to run for election. 

The list of officer positions in the club includes: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Membership Director, NCM Ambassador, Competition Director, Event Coordination Director, Par-

liamentarian, Vendor & Club Relations Director, Webmaster, and Member-at-Large. The Member-

at-Large is not an elected position. It is automatically filled by the immediate Past President of the 

club and is intended to provide leadership continuity. These twelve positions form the Board of Di-

rectors and eleven of them are annually elected as required by the bylaws (you must sign into the 

website to view them or you may request a PDF copy). 

The Board has appointed Bob Atwell from Silver Spring, Maryland to be the Election Chair-

person. The bylaws state that the Election Chairperson must not be a candidate in the election. The 

bylaws also permit the Election Chairperson to select a committee to provide assistance and mem-

bers of the committee are allowed to be candidates in the election. Bob Atwell is a Past President 

and current Member-at-Large for the club. He is not running for a position on the Board. It is the 

role of the Election Chairperson to solicit nominations, conduct the election, and certify the results. 

He has the full confidence of the Board of Directors. 

The bylaws also generally outline the election calendar. If you are interested in running for one of 

the eleven positions on the Board of Directors you need to send a message to Bob 

(election@vette-club.org) and notify him of your choice no later than Friday, November 

1st. Statements from the candidates will be published in the November newsletter. Voting will take 

place by email or web based survey and all votes must be received by the end of the December 

10th Business Meeting as determined by the bylaws. Results of the election will be announced at 

Shop Night on December 17th as required by the bylaws and as soon afterwards as possible by 

email to the full membership. 

The bylaws provide that anyone can nominate themselves for any position. If you are going to 

nominate someone else be sure to check with them first for their approval. 

The bylaws also provide that any club member in good standing can vote. This means that both the 

first member and second member, if one is listed on your application, are each eligible to vote in the 

election. Emails with information on the election may only be sent to the first member so please re-

member that second members can vote as well. 

https://www.vette-club.org/bylaws/
mailto:election@vette-club.org
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As stated above, an email address has been set up for the election (election@vette-club.org). 

This address is to be used for submitting nominations or questions to Bob and the Election 

Committee. Nominations must be received by Friday, November 1st. 

Please consider running for office if you are interested! An active and involved Board of Directors is 

key to the growth of the club. You do not need to have a long history in the CCA. New members 

with fresh ideas and a strong desire to participate are both needed and very welcome. If you have 

had the opportunity to attend any of our business meetings you know that, while the Board holds the 

legal responsibility for the operation of the club, nearly all good suggestions and decisions are made 

by the membership participating with the Board. It is a formula that has worked well for the club for 

a couple of decades and we want to continue it. 

Finally, be alert for more information on the 2020 CCA Officer Election arriving in your email. 

Jon Thorn, CCA Parliamentarian 

parliamentarian@vette-club.org 

H: 301-963-4864 

C: 301-518-6257 

mailto:election@vette-club.org
mailto:parliamentarian@vette-club.org
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Autocross #4 
September 15th 

 

 

Autocross #4 turned out to be a fun day for the club. We had a good turnout, great weather, and 

some exciting competition. William C. in his Tesla Model 3 showed the club what electrons can do 

by turning in the fastest time of the day.  

 

Here are the results for the fastest times of the day by class: 

 

Class  Name  Time 

 

C5  Dennis C.  38.517 

 

C6  Tom R. 37.276 

 

C7  Michael M. 37.281 

 

CZ  Rusty E. 34.634 

 

OA  William C.  34.489 

 

OF  Jack W. 37.240 

 

ORD  Gary H. 39.601 

 

ORF  Michael T. 34.625 

 

Full results for this event are located on our website here:   

https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/2019-09-15/  

Also included in the event results are photos from the day, the course map, and sometimes even an 

occasional video. A selection of  photos from the event are included here. 

 

The club’s timing and scoring solution continues to be working flawlessly and that is a major contri-

bution toward having a smooth event. Entrants are greeted with their results on a large display near 

the end of the course and in addition we have real time results posted on the web for easy access by 

any cell phone or tablet.  

 

Full information on our Autocross program is available on the website at   

https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/.  

 

Our next autocross event will be the last one for the year and it will be on Sunday October 27th.  We 

need volunteers to help support this event particularly with course setup and take down. If you want 

to help please contact Bill Sandusky, CCA Competition Director, competition@vette-club.org, or at  

301-801-7519. 

https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/2019-09-15/
https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
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More photos here 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipORrvLTR-DKsUFgwo7c4HGL3xXV_c-VEFA4lJC0gxHjYFZRS-8ONRLCmpIvWhIPvQ
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63rd Annual Founder’s Day Picnic 
September 22nd 

 

On September 22nd the club held the annual Founder’s Day Picnic celebrating the formation of the 

club on July 17, 1956. We slipped the date this year in order to have slightly more comfortable 

weather and allow for members who would have been on vacation in July to attend. It was held at 

Seneca Creek State Park at the Blue Jay Pavilion. Food was provided by Uncle Julio’s and featured 

fresh flame grilled fajitas. A special activity included the opportunity to get some aerial photos thanks 

to Tom Armstrong securing permission to fly his drone during the event. It was still a very hot day! 
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More photos are available at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/339/  

https://www.vette-club.org/events/339/
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Free State Ocean City Corvette Weekend 
October 4th - October 5th 

 

This is an annual event for the club to sort of mark the end of summer and have a last major activity 

for members before Corvettes begin to be stored away for the winter. It includes a gathering on Friday 

at the Bull on the Beach at 94th Street and gets followed up with a dinner which was at the Rope Walk 

again this year. On Saturday everyone gathers at the Inlet and Boardwalk to either drive their Cor-

vettes down the boardwalk in the parade or to watch the event. The full schedule for this year’s  

activities is located on the website here:  https://www.vette-club.org/events/344/. 

 

Unfortunately for me, I managed to come down with a super cold for the end of the season. I decided 

that I wanted to stay away from people as much as I could. Although I was in Ocean City for four 

days, I did not spend any time with club members. My wife and sister were with me so I had an SUV 

rather than a Corvette anyway. I managed to get some photos but the full report on Corvette Weekend 

will have to wait until next month so that someone who was actually involved can tell us what hap-

pened. 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/344/
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For Sale:  2 Michelin Pilot Sport 4S Tires 

 
285/30/20 tire size with 60 - 70% tread remaining. 

 
$50.00  Call Bill S.  301-801-7519 
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For sale: 4 OEM thin spoke polished aluminum wheels (17" front & 18" rear) with center caps and 

TPMS sensors from a 2003 coupe.  Asking $300 for the whole package, negotiable, cash only.  I'm 

looking for a local sale near Montgomery County, Maryland. The TPMS sensors were working fine 

when they were last on the car in August. The center caps are intact (no broken tabs) but could use 

some cleaning. The wheels are in rough shape, and need to be refurbished. There is some significant 

curb rash on the outside, and the barrels have a lot of surface corrosion. 

 

Contact Craig at cw.nih@verizon.net for info and more pictures. 

mailto:cw.nih@verizon.net
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Sponsor Directory 

 

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club 

simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us 

and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with 

their offerings please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from 

the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information. 

  
 

 

Charities 

 

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the 

club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA 

continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteer-

ing of member's time and effort.  Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine or-

ganizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations, 

many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more.  The “Charities” link above 

will take you to detailed information on the CCA website.  

 

https://www.vette-club.org/directories/?search_category=&q=&search_method=starts_with&cat=2&sub_cat=
https://www.vette-club.org/charities/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/driven-performance-brands/
http://www.bmracing.com/
https://www.dinancars.com/
https://www.flowmastermufflers.com/
http://www.hurst-shifters.com/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/sport-chevrolet/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/tonys-corvette-shop/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/radial-tire/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/adams-polishes/
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The Corvette Club of America is proud 

to be exclusively associated with Sport 

Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 

 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

Copyright 2019, Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

 

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - (240)560-5540 

Second Place winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018.  

The Corvette Club of America was founded by 
John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet 
dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 
1957 the club changed its name from the Capital 
Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, 
since it was the intent of the members to make the 
club a national organization. Before the end of the 
following year the club had over one hundred mem-
bers. 
 
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an or-
ganizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the May-
flower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the 
formation of the National Council of Corvette 
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and 
is the largest non-profit association of Corvette 
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization. 
 
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of 
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the 
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole. 
 
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and 
charitable activities. 
 
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains un-
changed.  The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that share 
a common interest, America’s Sports Car - The Corvette! 

President  Kelly Ryan (240)601-6045 

Vice President  Art Bell  (410)808-4000 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

Membership Director Paul Donohue      (240)720-7816 

Event Director  Devin Streight (240)468-8190 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Competition Director Bill Sandusky (301)801-7519 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  April Hussey (240)720-7816 

Member-at-Large  Bob Atwell (240)375-3716 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:president@vette-club.org
mailto:vicepresident@vette-club.org
mailto:secretary@vette-club.org
mailto:treasurer@vette-club.org
mailto:membership@vette-club-org
mailto:events@vette-club.org
mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
mailto:parliamentarian@vette-club.org
mailto:vendorrelations@vette-club.org
mailto:webmaster@vette-club.org
mailto:pastpresident@vette-club.org
mailto:newsletter@vette-club.org

