
September 2019 President - Kelly Ryan 

Celebrating our 63
rd

 Anniversary Year 

This past month I had the opportunity to join together with seven other CCA members and a member of 

the Frederick Corvette Club in a caravan to the NCM to celebrate its twenty fifth anniversary. We joined 

together with members from over twenty other Corvette clubs in Concord, North Carolina to form the 

Carolina & Virginia segment of the national Corvette Caravan. There is a more detailed accounting of 

our caravan adventures elsewhere in this newsletter, and I invite you to enjoy the story of what turned 

into a fun filled ten days. 

 

When I look back at my travels in the Corvette over the last two weeks I can’t help but marvel at its com-

petency and completeness as a sports car. We’re talking about a 2,500 mile trip from beach to track to 

mountain switchbacks in the same car. I started from the D.C. area, traveled to the beaches at Emerald 

Isle, N.C, then headed west to meet up with CCA members and the caravan in Concord, N.C. The fol-

lowing day we completed three laps at Charlotte Motor Speedway, and then moved on to Bowling Green. 

At the NCM Motorsports Park I completed 18 laps (with the grin on my face growing as speed picked up 

on laps thirteen through eighteen). After tooling around Bowling Green (with the other eleven thousand 

Corvettes) it was on to the Tail of the Dragon (North Carolina / Tennessee border) and the Back of the 

Dragon (between Marion and Tazewell Virginia). These drives aren’t about scenic overlooks and na-

ture’s majesty. They are about two hands on the steering wheel as you navigate 11 and 32 miles and 318 

and 432 curves covering switch backs and short straights through the Great Smokey and Appalachian 

mountains. I think this trip is what comes to mind when I encourage other owners to have fun with life in 

your Corvette. 

 

What I found amazing about the four day celebration at the NCM was the tremendous amount of infor-

mation available relating to the development and design of the new C8. There were hour technical ses-

sions scheduled three out of the four days, and there was very little overlap in each of these sessions. 

They covered interior, exterior, engine, transmission, suspension and chassis design challenges and 

achievements. And as complicated as the engineering issues were, the presenters managed to explain the 

topics in such a fashion as an ordinary layman could grasp their magnitude of the challenges which the 

new mid-engine Corvette presented. These sessions are available on You Tube and are worth watching if 

you’re interested in getting the story behind the C8’s development. GM also had numerous C8 models 
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available at the museum for inspection and plenty of technicians to answer questions. In addition, 

GM constructed a separate modular building in which they displayed the exterior and interior colors 

for the new C8, as well as new wheel and seat options.  

 

Michelin and ExxonMobil held several very information technical sessions on tire and fuel develop-

ments affecting both the C8 and other auto industry manufacturers. There were also numerous other 

vendors providing everything from exhaust systems, car care and protection products. Taken to-

gether, events at the NCM and the nearby Motorsports Park combined to make a pretty entertaining 

anniversary event. 

 

Earlier this month the CCA co-sponsored a car show with NVCC for servicemen and their families 

at the Walter Reed National Military Center. Corvettes from both clubs filled show spots in front of 

the USO club and the overflow was on display at a nearby parking lot. More information about show 

events and the award winner (as well as pictures) are included elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

We have a number of events coming up in the next couple of months, from autocross competition to 

winery cruises and an Ocean City boardwalk cruise. Take a look at the next section and plan on join-

ing us for good times and great people. 

 

Kelly Ryan 

CCA President  
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Before I get into our many great upcoming events, I just wanted to introduce myself. My name is 

Devin Streight, and I am the new Events Coordination Director. I have been a ‘car guy’ (and more 

importantly a Corvette fan) ever since I first drove my father’s 1969 Corvette. Since then, my pas-

sion for America’s sports cars has only grown stronger. My father has been a member of the club 

since 1980, and is one of the longest continuous members. I am very excited to be a second-

generation member of the club, and feel grateful for being in a club with such friendly, devoted Cor-

vette fans. Especially the world’s first Corvette Club! My goal as Events Coordination Director is to 

make low-cost, enjoyable events for our members to enjoy. Therefore, if you have any suggestions 

or recommendations for events, please do not hesitate to reach out! 

 

At the moment, I am currently planning two events that are coming up within the next month. First, 

we have our Founder’s Day Picnic. This annual event will be taking place at the scenic Seneca 

Creek State Park in Gaithersburg, Maryland. We have rented a private pavillion and will have Uncle 

Julios catering the event. They are going to be flame-grilling our fajitas on-site right in front of us! 

This is going to be an excellent event to celebrate our club’s founders. Please RSVP for this event 

ASAP so we can provide an accurate headcount to the caterers. 

 

The second event I am currently planning is the tour/tasting of Twin Valley Distillers in Rockville, 

Maryland. Twin Valley is the first and only distillery to open in Montgomery County since prohibi-

tion. They make bourbons, whiskies, rums, flavored rums, flavored vodkas and more! All of their 

grains are locally sourced, so you are supporting local farmers! The event will be catered by Mission 

BBQ. For a price of $15, you will get unlimited liquor, beer, wine and MIssion BBQ! Although we 

are shooting for October 13th for the event, the distillery is in the middle of moving locations (just 

down the block) and is waiting for permits from the government. Therefore, we may have to post-

pone a couple weeks depending on the government. We plan on opening this event up to all car 

clubs and people (Gaithersburg Corvettes, PCA, and more), so we hope to have around 70-100 peo-

ple! Please keep your eyes peeled for the event invitation because this is going to be a great event! 

 

Other than this, we have many other events in the pipe-

line. We have a bunch of members meeting at the Free 

State Corvette Club Ocean City Weekend, a fall cruise 

and tour of White Post Restorations, and many other 

events coming up later this year! Please check out our 

website for a full list of events coming up! 

 

Once again, please do not hesitate to reach out to me with 

any questions/suggestions. 

 

Devin Streight 

Event Coordination Director 

240-468-8190 

events@vette-club.org 

Calendar - Upcoming Events & Reminders  www.vette-club.org/events 

Event Director - Devin Streight 

mailto:events@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/events/
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63rd Annual Founder’s Day Picnic  
(Sunday, Sep 22, 2019, 12:00 – 3:00PM) 

 

Join fellow club members and their guests in celebra-

tion of our club and its founders for a private picnic 

in scenic Seneca Creek State Park. Members will en-

joy fresh fajitas flame grilled on-site by Uncle Julio's. 

Food will include: mesquite grilled marinated steak 

and chicken fajitas, rice, frijoles a la charra, pico de 

Gallo, guacamole, flour tortillas, chips, salsa, onions 

and peppers. Additionally, sodas and water will be 

included. The event will be BYOAB, (Bring Your 

Own Alcoholic Beverages). A private parking lot will 

be located directly next to our picnic pavillion where 

we will take our annual club photographs (some by 

drone). 

 

We have two price options this year and both  

include everything listed above: 

 Adults are $26 per person. 

 Children ages 5-12 are $13 per person. Children under 5 are free. 

More info and registration at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/339/  

You need to register and pay by September 19th. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

September Shop Night  
(Tuesday, Sep 24, 2019, 6:00PM – 9:00PM, arrive before 7:30PM) 

 

Bring your Corvette in to Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring for a do-it-yourself shop night. Sport 

Chevrolet allows us to use their vehicle lifts; however, you must bring your own tools, fluids, etc-

Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904 

More info at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/306/  

 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/339/
https://www.vette-club.org/events/306/


 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier September 2019    Page 5 

Free State Corvette Club Ocean City Weekend  
(Friday, Oct 4 - Saturday, Oct. 5) 

 

Join fellow CCA members for a weekend of fun at the Free State Corvette Club Ocean City Weekend! 

Full itinerary can be found at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/344/ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

October Business Meeting  
(Tuesday, October 8, 2019, 7:30PM – 9:00PM) 

 

This is the club's monthly business and membership meeting with the Board and is open to all club 

members. Arrive by 6:30PM for dinner & discussion. 

More information at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/295/  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Event Planning 
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see: 

https://www.vette-club.org/event-planning/  
   

   

https://www.vette-club.org/events/344/
https://www.vette-club.org/events/295/
https://www.vette-club.org/event-planning/
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn 

CCA members, we are rapidly approaching the deadline to register for the 63rd Founder’s Day Picnic. In 

fact it is September 19th. There is still a pretty good chance that this newsletter will arrive after the dead-

line in spite of my best and fondest hopes. Rather than make a wild plea to get you to register I’ll just re-

mind those who will be attending that we hope to be able to get some group photos of the members and 

their cars and this is always a bit time consuming. I suspect we will be doing the photos after lunch but 

the actual plans will be formulated during the picnic. Remember to bring your Corvette!! There has been 

enough discussion of this picnic that I feel sure anyone who is able to attend has heard about it. 

Some of you have just returned from the 25th anniversary of the founding of the National Corvette Mu-

seum. Since July 17th 1956 is the founding date of our club, we are already into our 64th year in existence. 

That is amazing to think about. As we approach our own celebration I decided to use up some of my 

Rambling room here to talk about the Corvette Courier. You might find some of the history of our club 

publication as interesting as I do. 

On October 9, 1957 the Corvette Magazine committee was formed. This was on the same day that the 

Nominating Committee was formed for the first time to come up with candidates for club officer posi-

tions for the following year. At the same time the club bank account had a balance of $360.50 after hav-

ing been just opened the previous month. After a period of informal activity for about a year the club be-

gan to quickly put down roots. I have no idea how many were on the Corvette Magazine committee but I 

suspect it was more than one person. 

By the meeting on March 12, 1958 I guess reality began to settle in and a proposal was made to start the 

publication of a club newsletter instead of a more expensive periodical.  

On May 14th, 1958 the Publicity Committee distributed the first copy of the “Corvette Courier.” So it 

looks like it took about 5 months to get the newsletter up and running. From all information I have ever 

found it appears that the newsletter has been in continuous publication since that time but I do not think it 

started out as a monthly newsletter. 

On March 5, 1959 a motion was made and passed to establish a petty cash fund of $200 to be set aside 

for the use of printing the Courier. If asked, I would gladly accept that in 1959 dollars! 

April 13, 1959 the editor of the Courier announced that the next issue would be completely typed on an 

IBM Executive typewriter and that this issue would be released after the Marlboro race. At this same 

meeting the Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Ed Cole (then General Manager of Chevrolet) 

thanking the CCA for making him an Honorary Member. Finally at this same meeting Dick Thompson 

and Fred Windridge were made Honorary members of the club.  

The process in those days would have been to use the IBM Executive typewriter with its revolutionary 

proportional spacing to cut a stencil for use in a mimeograph machine. That stencil would be used to 

print single sided, one page at a time. The mimeograph printer was likely cranked by hand. So the  
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Courier Magazine of 1960 would probably have had 4 pages or less and no photographs or graphics of 

any kind. Color would have been limited to the purple mimeograph ink.  

 

I keep thinking about how much time goes into the current newsletter but it would not even have been 

possible with 1960 technology. There is a lot to be said for having a fast PC with multiple monitors 

and software that allows relatively easily composing and formatting a page. Thanks to Adobe PDF 

files, printing and distribution cost, regardless of the quantity, has been reduced to about zero. 

 

One thing for certain, it has become much easier to have a robust historical record for future members 

of the CCA with the modern technology. But I wonder what the club’s first Secretary, Barbara Davis, 

would think if she was handed a copy of Paul Vale’s meeting minutes! 

 

I hope to see you all at the Founder’s Day Picnic! 

 

Jon Thorn 

CCA Corvette Courier Editor 
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Competition Director -  Bill Sandusky 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report - September 2019 

The Caravan Experience by Bill Sandusky 
 

The fun started leaving Sport Chevrolet with 7 cars traveling to Concord, NC.  We managed to stay 

together the whole way.   

 

The caravan activities (Charlotte Motor Speedway and Biltmore lunch) were first class.  On the final 

day of the caravan to Bowling Green, I liked “our group’s” idea to stray from the caravan and visit a 

distillery.  More fun than a Walmart charity lunch. 

 

At the museum,  great seminars on the C8 and seeing all the colors available was great.  Pace laps on 

the NCM track were pretty good if you were in a group that liked going faster than 60-70 mph. 

 

For the ride home, I laid out a route that included doing the Tail of the Dragon both ways and then the 

Back of the Dragon the second day.  I think both were a big hit for Kirk, Kelly and Christine. 

 

Editor’s note: 

 

The major club event over the past month has been the NCM 25th Anniversary Celebration  and Cara-

van and Bill participated in that.  There is much more on this event beginning on page 33. 

 

On September 15th, the club held Autocross #4.  Bill helped with setup but because of other commit-

ments had to miss most of the event.  Former Competition Director, Stephen Catlin, took over and 

managed the event with the usual army of CCA members that is required to hold an autocross.  It was 

a perfect weather day, good turnout from members and non-members, and the event proceeded as if it 

was controlled by a Swiss clock. It was a noteworthy event because a Tesla Model 3 took FTD. Is this 

a sign of the future? Details of the results and photos from the day are located on the club website, 

here: https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/2019-09-15/ .   

https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/2019-09-15/
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HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING EVENTS     by Pat Roney  
 

NCM at NCM MSP      AUGUST 19-20, 2019 
 

Another outstanding event put on by the National Corvette Museum at their Motorsports Park.  

These have historically been my favorite events and this one was at the top of the charts.  The cama-

raderie is just out of site with the NCM crew making sure that everyone has fun. 

Sunday night, after tech was completed and with anticipation of the next 2 days on track, Andy Pil-

grim and John Heinricy stopped by to say hello.  CCA members Chris S. and Debbie D. enjoyed 

some time discussing racing and car setup with Andy and John.  Chris is an SCCA National Cham-

pion in Formula Mazda back in 2003 and 2005, so he was very comfortable talking with the pro rac-

ers.. 
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CCA members 

Gerry W., 

Debbie D., 

Chris S., and 

Pat S. trading 

stories with 

John Heinricy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris S. and 

Debbie D. talk-

ing with John 

A. (aka. 

Ranger) CCA 

member and 

drag racing 

guru from the 

past. 
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NCM’s registration crew Paula and Justin 

checking in Chris S. and Debbie D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants ready for the morning meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our fearless leaders Mike N., Pat S., Ted 

D., Mitch W. (NCM MSP GM) and John 

Heinricy preparing us for a fun day on 

track.  
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Matt Busby, NCM MSP Operations Manager, filled in as classroom instructor for Chuck Hawks 

who was not able to make it due to transportation problems.  Matt did an awesome job with a great 

presentation that kept the drivers on the edge of their seats.  One of the best classroom presentations 

I have attended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris S. and I were 2 of the lucky participants drawn to get a ride with John Heinricy in his Corvette 

C7 Grand Sport.  Neither of us will soon forget that ride.  Chris also got a ride with Matt Busby in 

his C5 Corvette Z06. One of my favorite rides was with Matt. 
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MEMBERS 

 

 

CCA members Pat S. and new member Roc L. 

sharing some stories about these great events 

which Roc was the force behind the early 

HPDE events as well as the person most re-

sponsible for the creation of the NCM Mo-

torsports Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerry W. working with John A. on track.  

These 2 are really special, as in addition to be-

ing track guys, they were both in Vietnam in 

1970 and only 8 miles apart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Brian N. with his race car after taking me out 

for a session on track.  What an awesome ride.  

This was only the 3rd time I have been out in a 

car with a crunch box transmission, where the 

transmission is just forced in gear without the 

use of the clutch.  
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It is always great seeing Carter and Becky 

S. at these events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted and Myra D.  Ted is the NCM MSP event Grid Marshall and 

responsible for keeping us all in line.  Myra is usually out on 

track making sure that the drivers are playing nice, but this time 

she was just watching from the sidelines as her new Corvette C7 

ZR1 was busy at a car show getting the Best In Show Award. 

 

Look at Ted’s nice smile.  That only happens when Myra is with 

him at the track.  

 

 

 

The famous Ketchup and Mustard Corvette C7 

Z06’s belonging to Mike N. and Gerry W. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray D. did a good job of instructing novices for 

NCM at this event.  I am getting to see a lot of Ray 

as he also instructs for Chin Trackdays.  
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Jim P. with his C7 ZR1 

Corvette.  What an 

amazing guy.  Still rac-

ing and doing well.  He 

says when he isn’t win-

ning anymore. he will 

give up this sport.  Jim 

says, it isn’t much fun if 

you aren’t winning.  I 

guess he would know 

after over 50 years of 

winning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn S. and Myra D.  

These ladies are the best 

and very competitive.  I 

have seen part of the 

collection of trophies 

that Evelyn has accumu-

lated motorcrossing over 

the years and they are 

impressive..  
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NEW MEMBER 

 

 

Roc L. is the man most responsi-

ble for the NCM MSP as it was 

his brain child.  Roc ran the Mu-

seum in Motion events which 

included the NCM HPDE’s at 

VIR, Sebring, Summit Point and 

many more tracks.  When CCA 

came out to donate to the One 

Acre Club, for the Motorsport 

Park, Roc was the one that 

showed us the track plans and 

took us out to the field that was 

to become the track. 

 

 

 

 

POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS  
 

 

Eric M. with his C7 Z06 Corvette with the aftermarket 

wing.  Eric drives in the Advanced group and expressed 

interest in joining CCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin C. with his C7 Z06 Corvette.  Congratulation to 

Kevin for passing the test to drive Solo. 
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Jim S. with his 1969 big 

block Corvette.  Jim and 

John Heinricy raced this 

in the SVRA series and 

John Heinricy won the 

2018 Championship with 

this car. Jim has also ex-

pressed interest in joining 

CCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed M. came up from 

Georgia for this event 

again this year.  I worked 

with Ed at Road Atlanta 

certifying him for MSF 

Level 2.  Ed is a very 

good instructor and I am 

pleased to see him at 

NCM for the past couple 

of years.  Ed brings some 

of his Porsche buddies 

with him. 
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While visiting with Carter and 

Becky S. they inquired about certain 

restrictions that track drivers are 

required to follow.  It seems that 

while they were at NCM MSP for 

their first track event and very nerv-

ous that Pat S., Chief Tech Inspec-

tor, had told them that track drivers 

have the same restrictions that pro 

atheletes have regarding their love 

life.  Becky had told me that since 

then that Carter is always doing 

track events and wondered if they 

still had the same restrictions.  I 

asked Pat S. to let them know if that 

rule was still applicable and he 

obliged.  Of course, Pat S., noticing 

the nervousness was just trying to lighten things up a bit. 

 

 

 

 

And here is my grand-

daughter Hazy Lu get-

ting ready to take the 

Corvette out on track.  I 

had a wonderful visit 

with my son Patrick, 

Heather and Hazy 

Lu after this NCM 

event.  
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Helmets Off To Heros                Scheduled for Nov. 10, 2019 

 

 
SCCA ran the Helmets Off To Heros last year and 

is doing it again this year.  Mark Hillyer is the lead 

for SCCA for this program.  Mark is interested in 

finding some Veterans that have little or no track 

experience to be honored and to enjoy a day driving 

their car on track.  He is also looking for experi-

enced instructors to work with the Veterans and 

some volunteers to help with various other duties. 

Registration will open in October but veterans and 

active duty military can contact me and I will for-

ward the request to Mark who will preregister  you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a link to the events on our club schedule. 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/311/ 

 

Here is the schedule for upcoming HPDE events: 

 

Sept. 21-22  Chin at NCM MSP   Pat R., Ray D. 

Oct. 9-10  NSXCA Chin at SP   Pat R., Bill S., Chris S., Andy W. 

Oct. 19-20  SCCA PDX at SP Jefferson Ckt Karl B.,  

Oct. 20-21  Chin at VIR    Bob C., Pat R., David C., Michael E., 

Nov. 3   FATT at SPC    Karl B. Bill S., Marko B., Stephen W. 

Nov. 7-8  TraclDaze at VIR   Karl B. 

Nov. 10  Helmets Off to Heros SP JC    Pat R., Karl B. 

Nov. 15  FATT (novice only) at SPC  Karl B., Bill S., Phil A., Pat R.  

Nov. 16  FATT Instructor Appreciation Pat R., Karl B. 

Nov 30-Dec. 1   Chin at Road Atlanta   Bob C., Pat R. 

 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/311/
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VISIT OUR CCA HPDE PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE 
 

Our Website team led by April has been working their magic on our CCA website and has upgraded 

the HPDE page.  She has added a schedule of events our members are planning to attend as well as a 

list of tracks and videos that our members have done.  I am really impressed with the excellent job 

she has done.  Thanks for all of your hard work and creativity April. 

 

Here is a link to the new page:     https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/ 

 

WANT TO TRY YOUR CAR OUT ON TRACK? 
 

Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and ex-

perience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed.  If you 

would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of 

our tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot. 
 

Tracking Schedule (Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly)  
 

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Roney 

Corvette Club of America 

KEEP IT TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON THE STREET! 

THE TRACK IS A MUCH SMARTER PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR CAR CAN DO.. 

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/
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Membership Director - Paul Donohue  

CCA Membership Update 

CCA Membership Update 
 

We have 203 current memberships, including 127 local, 71 long-distance, and 5 honorary member-

ships. 

 

If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org. 
 

 

New Memberships 
 

Name   Location  Corvette  Referrer Join Date 

Darius I.  South Portland, ME 1980 Blue/Gry Conv. CCA Website 08/25/2019 

Mark R.  Bossier City, LA 2016 Gray Z51 CCA Website 09/04/2019 

Kathleen A.  Verona, NJ  1965 Conv. & 1979 Hagerty Ins. 09/05/2019  

Scott H.  Union Hall, VA 2017 Red Z51  CCA Website 09/10/2019 

Ken B.   Toms River, NJ 1999 White Coupe David E. (NJ) 09/11/2019 

Roc L.   Fort Meyers, FL 2006 Orange Z06 Pat R., Jon T. 09/13/2019 

 

Thank you to Mark and Ken for the additional  

donations! 

 

Paul Donohue 

Membership Director 

www.vette-club.org/membership 

membership@vette-club.org 

240-720-7816 

 

CCA MD License Plates 

If you’re interested in obtaining MD CCA organizational license plates, e-mail:  

license_plates@vette-club.org 

 

Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to the NCM. Click this link and sign into 

your Amazon account to get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/ 

 

Event Planning 

If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see:  

www.vette-club.org/event-planning 

mailto:feedback@vette-club.org
https://www.vette-club.org/membership/
mailto:membership@vette-club.org
mailto:license_plates@vette-club.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
https://www.vette-club.org/event-planning/
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not an NCM Member? 

Become one! 

Learn More! 

National Corvette Museum Events Calendar and Registration is located here. 

The NCM Spring Giving 2019 Campaign is 

on!  Support your NCM.  Information here. 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  ncmambassador@vette-club.org,  301-949-2464 

 

The Corvette Store  (270) 777-4555    https://corvettestore.com/  

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/membership/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/support/give-now/
mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
https://corvettestore.com/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019-Corvette-Final-Year-End-Data-1.pdf
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Corvettes at Carlisle 
August 22nd - 25th  

 

Summary by Jon Thorn (with a lot of professional help) 
 

Lance Miller posted a link on Facebook to an article by Andy Bolig at Corvette Online that I think 

really captures the Corvettes at Carlisle event - and this is not an easy thing to do! I am going to in-

clude just a portion of his article here but I really recommend that you check it all out on line. In ad-

dition to the article itself there is a fine gallery of photos of the event. 

 

Corvettes At Carlisle 2019: One For The Record Books 

 

Andy Bolig 

Corvette Online 

https://www.corvetteonline.com/event-coverage/corvettes-at-carlisle-2019-one-for-the-

record-books/ 

 

It doesn’t take long for someone new to Corvette to start hearing about an annual event 

called Corvettes at Carlisle. Held in August, this celebration of all-things-Corvette has be-

come a ground-zero for friends and fans of the beloved sports car. 

 

Each year, the Carlisle Events team seems to somehow improve upon the already awesome 

event and bring out more to see and enjoy. This year, they enjoyed a little bit of help in that 

regard, as Chevrolet agreed to bring out a fleet of its newest mid-engine C8s, along with their 

accompanying display. This was to be the first official viewing of the new car at an enthusi-

ast event and the opportunity wasn’t lost on those who traveled to see them. Those who came 

to see the new car were not disappointed, as Team Chevrolet brought 14 of their all-new 

2020 C8 Corvettes to the show. 

 

While you could likely talk to several enthusiasts who made the trek specifically to see the 

new car, to mention Corvettes at Carlisle without highlighting some of the other opportuni-

ties available for the entire weekend would be selling the event woefully short. Not only 

could attendees view the newest version of America’s favorite supercar, but they also let 

their eyes flow over some of the most iconic body lines ever created. 

 

One of the age-old sayings about Carlisle is, “if you can’t find it here, it doesn’t exist.” 

While it may be a bit of an exaggeration, it’s likely not by much. You’ll find some of the rar-

est, most desirable, and highly noted Corvettes on the face of the planet probably worked 

their way through the gates of Carlisle. Parts ranging from prototypes to grab-bag specials 

can be found while walking the miles of aisles in the swap meet area. Expertly restored vin-

tage Corvettes glisten in the Car Corral while projects looking for a new home eagerly await 

their new owners nearby. 

 

Sometimes, you just need to fix some nagging issues keeping you from enjoying your Cor-

vette to the fullest. In that case, there are plenty of individuals on-hand who offer products 

https://www.corvetteonline.com/event-coverage/corvettes-at-carlisle-2019-one-for-the-record-books/
https://www.corvetteonline.com/event-coverage/corvettes-at-carlisle-2019-one-for-the-record-books/
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to correct the most common issues. This year, seminars and tech-talk sessions were available 

via three different locations – four if you count the C8 walkarounds at the stage. Seminar 

hosts included Wil Cooksey (previous plant manager at Bowling Green Assembly), the 

NCRS team; Corvette restorer Kevin Mackay, and Corvette’s previous Ride and Handling 

Vehicle Dynamics Engineer Jim Mero. 

 

The big news this year was, of course, the C8 and Corvette brought plenty of eye candy. I was only 

there on Friday but the C8 displays were always crowded during the day even though there were 14 

cars at the show not counting the cut-away versions showing different features of the chassis and 

drivetrain. But even if you managed to have no interest at all in a C8 there was still plenty to look at. 

 

Here are two reminders for me from this year’s Corvettes at Carlisle. The first is a display of the 

1963 Z06 Gulf 1 car of Grady Davis (Gulf Oil) that Dick Thompson drove to his first SCCA A/P 

race win in November 1962 at Caguas, Puerto Rico. He followed that up with another A/P win at 

Marlboro in January 1963 in the so called “Refrigerator Bowl.” In May he scored another A Produc-

tion win at Marlboro. Although 1963 started off with the Refrigerator Bowl, it turned out to be a 

very hot year for Dick. At the end of the season he held the SCCA A Production Championship and 

I was fortunate enough to get a picture of him with the trophy at his home following the 2012 Se-

bring Race. Great memories. 
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My other reminder from this year at Carlisle was the chance to get up close to Jim Mero. I had fol-

lowed his activity at GM since about 2007 but had never seen him in person.  I always marveled at 

his Ring times not to mention the fact that he was the Ride and Handling Vehicle Dynamics Engi-

neer on the Corvette since 2004. He retired in 2018 after 34 years with GM and has since formed his 

own company to provide programming support for Corvettes with Magnetic Ride Control. I have 

been very impressed with what he has accomplished both as an engineer and driver. 

 

We have a hundred or so photos from Carlisle. Far too many to include here. But, I really encourage 

you to check them out on our website at https://www.vette-club.org/events/331/ . 

 

In 2020 we will not be in competition with the NCM Caravan and I’m hoping that with some ad-

vanced planning we can turn Carlisle into a major event for the club again. If the subject is anything 

to do with Corvettes, Carlisle has something for everyone. 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/331/
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IMSA Race at VIR 
Michelin GT Challenge 

August 23rd - 25th 

 

First a little bit of history from the VIRnow.com website: 

In 1955, a group of North Carolina car enthusiasts began their search for a possible racetrack loca-

tion. They soon found the perfect site on the state line on land owned by the Foote Family and VIR-

ginia International Raceway opened for business in August of 1957. The group leased the property 

as Sports Car Enterprises. VIR’s first official event was an SCCA race that attracted stars like Car-

roll Shelby, Carl Haas, Bob Holbert, Augie Pabst, Bob Grossman, Don Yenko, Dr. Dick Thompson, 

Walt Hansgen and Bruce Jennings. Shelby, who would later go on to worldwide fame by winning 

the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1959 and creating the iconic Cobra sports cars in the early 1960s, won 

that first feature race at VIR in a Maserati 450S. The lconic Texan uttered a quote about the track 

that is remembered to this day, “One lap at VIR is like a hundred at Watkins Glen.” 

 

This year CCA member Keith Mordoff attended the race during the same time that we had other 

CCA members attending the NCM 25th Anniversary Celebration & Caravan, and Corvettes at Car-

lisle. Needless to say this was a very busy time of the year for the club. 

 

If you missed out on following the race, here is a fine, brief, summary that was provided on the 

GM.com Corvette Racing Media site: 

CORVETTE RACING AT VIR: BACK ON THE PODIUM FOR NO. 3 CORVETTE 

Garcia, Magnussen third just ahead of Gavin, Milner in No. 4 Corvette 2019-08-25 

 

ALTON, Va. (August 25, 2019) – Corvette Racing’s Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen re-

turned to the GT Le Mans (GTLM) podium in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Champion-

ship on Sunday with a third-place finish in the Michelin GT Challenge at VIR. 

 

The duo in the No. 3 Mobil 1/SiriusXM Chevrolet Corvette C7.R recorded their fourth 

straight top-three finish at Virginia International Raceway on the heels of victories in 2016 

and 2017 and last year’s runner-up result. Corvette teammates Oliver Gavin and Tommy 

Milner were right behind in the No. 4 Corvette C7.R, their best result since a third-place fin-

ish at Long Beach in April. 

 

The result moved Garcia and Magnussen back into third place in the GTLM Drivers Cham-

pionship with two rounds left in the season. The two Corvettes, lacking overall pace to the 

race-winners, were part of a thrilling battle inside the final 30 minutes for the final podium 

spot. 

 

Both Corvettes opted for three-stop strategies following an early-race caution that saw all 

GTLM cars pit just 22 minutes in. Magnussen – who started second and Gavin – who started 

fifth – each drove double-stints to start. Gavin, who gained two spots on the first round of 

stops thanks to a speedy tire change and fuel fill, was the first GTLM driver to make his sec-

ond stop an hour into the race. 
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Magnussen handed over to Garcia 20 minutes later and was part of a tight fight with Dirk 

Mueller in the No. 66 Ford in the midpoint of the race. It was a close battle with the two cars 

making contact at the end of the backstraight but both got away relatively damage-free. 

 

The two Corvettes and the two Fords were nose-to-tail following the final round of pit stops 

with 35 minutes remaining. Garcia made a daring move at Turn Four to move back into the 

podium, and Milner followed him through by overtaking both Fords a couple of corners 

later. 

 

Keith provided us with some great photos that he took during the event. Here is a selection of them. 
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NCM 25th Anniversary Celebration & Caravan 
August 26th - 31st 

 
Editors note: 

 

The NCM holds an anniversary celebration each year in August but every five years it is combined 

with a caravan of Corvette owners from all over the U.S., Canada, and even owners from other for-

eign countries. The CCA attended in 2014 and again this year.  Bill Sandusky made some comments 

on page 8 about his participation in the trip and below you will find comments from two more. 

 

To give you an idea of the size of this event here is the participation data provided by the NCM: 

Registered attendees: 7417, of which 7025 were pre-registered and 392 registered on site. 

In addition, 4157 people decided to attend as regular museum admissions during the event to have an 

opportunity to see all the Corvettes up close. 

 

Notes from Kelly Ryan, CCA President- 

 

Saturday August 24 

I travel from Emerald Isle to Concord N.C. 

Sunday August 25 

Visit University of North Carolina Charlotte beautiful campus 

CCA group (Van, Nick, Bill S, Kirk F and Sharon, Eric and Jean and Christine) have caravaned 

in from Sport Chevrolet. We meet at the hotel have dinner at Jim 'N Nicks Bar-B-Q in Concord, 

N.C.. 

Monday August 26 

10AM - 2PM track laps at Charlotte Motor Speedway NASCAR track (approximately 251 Cor-

vettes in the Carolina-Virginia caravan); more than 200 Corvettes lined up to take 3 laps on the 

track in groups of ten. Good times (unless your group had a tentative driver; the group went as 

fast as its slowest driver); there were several groups on the track at the same time.  

Lunch at McAllister Deli (Van, Nick, Bill, Christine and Van) 

1:45 tour Henrick's Heritage Center & Racing Shop tour 

 Museum had over 160 cars including over 100 Corvettes (very impressive) 

Racing organization sends out 4 teams of 2 cars every week to racing events; very exten-

sive support facility and mechanical staff. 

6:00 dinner (Italian style) at Hendrick's motor park 

CCA group feels a need for ice cream after dinner; trip turns into an adventure; first creamery 

has fooled WAZE by hiding inside a mall; second choice closes thirty seconds before we arrive; 

third choice is still open after 9:30 and has great choices. 

Tuesday August 27 

Drive to Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet (Newton NC) for a driver meeting 9:30; 

Newton police escort caravan of 251 Corvettes out of town to interstate for travel to Biltmore 

Estate (rainy conditions). 

Lunch at Biltmore (Deer Park Inn) 

We meet up with Tim and Susan, former CCA members recently moved to NC; great lunch at the 

Deer Park Inn on the estate's grounds but unfortunately we're not able to tour the winery or the 

mansion. 
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2:00 driver meeting as the caravan continues on to Kodak, TN; the caravan pretty much sepa-

rated during this segment. 

6:00 Dinner at Hampton Inn catered by Moe's SW Grill (good food but way too small venue) 

Wednesday August 28 

10:00 drivers meeting at TN Smokies field (nice minor league ballpark) 

Caravan goes on to Walmart; the CCA group has a better plan: head to a distillery (we're on the 

Bourbon Trail) Heaven Hills in Bardstown KY, distiller of Evan Williams and Larceny Bourbon; 

too late for the tour but plenty of time for the tasting. 

6:00 CCA caravan arrives at Bowling Green; four of us head to a house on a horse farm and the rest 

to various BG hotels; dinner at the Hampton Inn with dinner provided by Montana Grill (much better 

dinner space) 

Sidebar: from this point on some of the comments include horse farm events as well as NCM 

events 

Thursday August 29 

Nick and I had signed up for a tour of the Corvette plant while others were signed up for four 

hours of NCM MSP tour laps (lap sessions would continue throughout the weekend). 

The plant tour lasted seventy five minutes and covered most of the assembly phases. Both C7's 

and C8's were being assembled on the same assembly line. The new C8 includes over 1400 

parts and sub assemblies, some of which are provided by outside vendors and some of which 

are manufactured at the plant. The assembly process is highly automated, with the body and 

chassis moving along separate lines until they are "married" about 3/4 of the way through the 

assembly process. No one seems to know exactly when full production of the C8 will com-

mence, although speculation is late December. The C8's presently being assembled will never 

be sold (no VIN) and are being used for demo and testing purposes. The plant is expected to 

add a second shift once production starts. 

Several C8 technical sessions were scheduled throughout the weekend at the NCM. Each ses-

sion included the top program and design engineers from Chevrolet who were involved with 

the C8 development. Tadge Juechter, Kirk Bennion and Harlan Charles were among the doz-

ens of individuals making presentations at the sessions over the four days.  

Thursday evening the NCM had lined up a concert featuring the Jefferson Starship to be 

held in the outdoor amphitheater. It was a warm evening and the band, which was formed 

over 50 years ago, provided good music and entertainment with a medley of its 60's hits.  

Friday August 30 

Today was another full day of seminars and technical sessions at the NCM. Nick, Chris-

tine and Van were scheduled for tour laps in the morning session at the MSP. Somehow a 

Chevy Tahoe managed to wind up in the same track group as Christine and that put a ma-

jor drag on that group's maximum speed. Christine did manage to team up with another 

group in later runs and was able to fully test her Vette's capabilities.  

There were four C8's on display in the front of the museum, as well as a transparent model of 

the LT2, the dual clutch automatic and a cutaway of the C8 chassis and body panels. There 

was also a separate modular building in which all the various C8 exterior and interior combi-

nations were on exhibit, as well as the available wheel and seat selections.  

Friday evening CCA members and guests gathered at the horse farm for a cookout and din-

ner. There were plenty of conversations about NCM exhibits and seminars, C8 sitings, ho-

tel and meal accommodations and MSP touring lap sessions.  
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Saturday August 31 

Bill and I were scheduled to run laps at the MSP Saturday morning. We arrive at 7:30 for 

tech in and promptly line up with a group without any Tahoes. As had been the case all week 

there are people (and Corvettes) from all over the world who have gathered for the NCM an-

niversary. And in between laps Bill and I have an opportunity meet several drivers from 

Vancouver, Alberta, Texas, Idaho and California. Conversations usually included discussions 

about club size and activities as well as, you guessed it, 'When are you going to buy a C8?".  

Actual time on the track was a thrill. Drivers were lined up in groups of five headed by a pace car; 

there were four groups of five on the track to complete three laps. The initial round to get everyone 

on track took a little over an hour because there were about 120 drivers. As each round was 

completed several participants would decide they had enough and would leave, which reduced 

the time to get back on track. By the end of the fourth round the number of drivers remaining 

was so small that by the time you completed your three laps it was time to go back on track 

again. Because the composition of drivers changed with each time on the track, your place 

with respect to the pace car also changed. Since few, if any of us were familiar with the 

course, the closer you were to the pace car, the better you could follow the line. I was running 

seriously low on gas as I finished up the fifth session on track but decided I needed to run the 

risk of running out of gas to enjoy that sixth session. Made it ... and bought the t -shirt on the 

way to refuel.  

Saturday night several CCA members made it to the closing event (Party Like It's 1994). There 

were close to 1,200 people in attendance; the band and music were great and the food was famil-

iar. Things were beginning to feel like a wrap as we headed back to the horse farm.  

Sunday September 1 

While Caravan things were winding up at the NCM, new adventures were only beginning for 

several of the CCA members. Bill, Christine, Kirk and I headed out early Sunday morning to 

run the Tail of the Dragon, a windy, mountainous two lane highway that skirts the southwest 

border of Great Smokey Mountain National Park between North Carolina and Tennessee. The 

drive to get to the Dragon took us through some beautiful Kentucky and Tennessee back roads 

and country side. We arrived at the top of the Dragon in North Carolina about 3:00. The Tail 

of the Dragon packs 318 turns over 11 miles and many of those turns (like turns on HPDE 

tracks) have names such as Copperhead Corner, Gravity Cavity, Sunset Corner and Beginner's 

End. The trip down was packed with bikers, sports cars and ordinary drivers so things were a 

little bit slower than optimal. Still, it was a fun filled decent. So fun, that by the time we hit 

the bottom we decided to give it another go, and up the mountain we ran. The ascent went con-

siderably quicker (road less crowded) and was markedly different than the decent. All good 

things must come to an end, so off we (Bill, Christine and Kelly) headed to Bristol, Virginia 

and to the Back of the Dragon the next day. 

Monday September 2 

Officially the Back of the Dragon offers 438 turns over 32 miles on a section of road along Route 16 

through the Appalachian Mountains in southwest Virginia. It was about an hour's drive from our ho-

tel in Bristol and, again it was a beautiful drive through mostly Virginia back roads. The Back runs 

from Tazewell to Marion Virginia and, in my opinion is every bit as fun and challenging as the 

Tail but, because it is extended over 32 miles, it is much less hectic than the Tail (maybe.a little 

calmer to drive?). We took photos, bought t-shirts and challenge coins at the start of the run and 

wrapped things up with lunch in Marion. Now it was time to face that long trip up 81 to get 

home. Fighting the urge to just stick around and run the Back again, the three amigos headed  
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north, having experienced a very rewarding ten days on the road to the NCM.  

 

Editor’s note:  These next memories of the trip are from Christine Rummel of the Frederick club 

who joined our group for the trip- 

First, I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Kirk Ferguson for convincing me to take this 

amazing journey with this fabulous group of people from CCA.  (I had originally planned to make the 

drive by myself out to Bowling Green for the festivities.) 

 

Second, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to Nick, Kelly, Bill, Kirk and Sharon, Eric and 

Jean, and Van for taking in a “stray” and treating me as family.  You all have restored my faith in hu-

manity! 

 

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I pulled up to Sport Chevrolet to join the CCA group headed to 

NC.  I will say, I was greeted by a group of fantastic people with open arms.  The journey was fun, 

including our lunch stop at Applebees. 

 

Some highlights for me… 

Charlotte Speedway: Once of the most exhilarating activities I’ve ever done (second only to an 

hour fly-time in an F-16 fighter jet)!  A huge thank you to Bill for giving me tips and tricks to 

keep me and the “Ghetto Vette” safe. 

      Side Note: My car has been nicknamed the “Ghetto Vette” as it has no bells and whistles – the 

only automated items on this car are the windows, door locks and the convertible top.  No, it 

doesn’t have a navigation screen, or any screen at all.  Kelly can tell you what it has – a radio 

with a CD player.  Hence, the reason for the WeatherTech cup phone holder! 

 

Dusting the Larger Caravan in route to Tennessee: Leaving the Biltmore was a cluster, to say 

the least.  No direction, no nothing.  Unfortunately, the way we were parked at the Biltmore 

our little group was separated enough that we were out of radio range.  Fortunately, Waze’s 

directions guided me to the highway.  For a while, I thought I was the “lone wolf” – didn’t see 

a Vette for miles.  Eventually I came upon a larger group, moving at 40mph in the slow lane 

in a 60mph zone.  And, not seeing a reason for the slowness, I decided to “dust” the caravan 

and hit the switchbacks through the Smokies at a reasonable speed.  Bill was about 10 miles 

ahead of me, while Nick was about 10 miles behind me.  Kirk and I finally caught up and 

completed the last few miles together.  Happy to have made it to TN before the “herd” – I was 

able to check-in to the hotel quite quickly. 

 

Ditching Lunch at the Walmart for Cracker Barrell and a Distillery Run: Great idea to ditch 

having lunch in a Walmart parking lot for Cracker Barrell.  Nice to sit in A/C and have a good 

southern meal.  Peeling off to head north to hit a distillery was also a fabulous idea.  Although 

we arrived too late for a tour, we were able to taste 2 high-end bourbons.  So, which is better 

– wheat or rye?  I say Rye!! 

 

NCM Motorsports Raceway: Thanks again to Bill for giving me tips and tricks on how to navi-

gate this one.  Important lesson learned – the “Ghetto Vette” is not meant for this type of 

track.  Took a switchback a bit too fast and just about had a spin-out.  Ran over a few rumble 

strips but did avoid doing a lawn job.  Whew…. 
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As the day went on, Van and I were able to run a few sessions together.  It was nice being be-

hind the pace car, as I could actually see how to take on the sharp turns.  However, the 

“cheese doodle” that brought a Chevy Tahoe on this track was a total buzz kill (seriously, 

who does this???)  Fortunately, he only ran a few sessions. 

 

Cookout at the Horse Farm House: An awesome night, for sure!  Totally enjoyed laughing 

about all of our adventures and getting to know this group of fine folks!  Thanks to Bill for 

“cheffing” up a fine meal. 

 

Tail and Back of the Dragon: Both of these pushed the “Ghetto Vette” and her driver to the 

limit! While running the Tail (mostly in 2nd gear), the exhaust burnt my butt – literally!  Who 

knew such a thing would happen (not this gal!)  Kelly – thanks for the tip to grab a towel to 

avoid more burning buns on the Back of Dragon! 

 

Newly Found Friendships!  This is by far the best highlight of the trip. Thank you all for such 

an A-M-A-Z-I-N-G adventure.  And I’m looking forward to more! 

 

Christine Rummel 

 

Editor’s note (again)- 

Here are four photos from the Tail of the Dragon that were sent to me. There are literally  

hundreds of photos on our website from the full trip and I encourage you to check them out here: 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/192/  

 

                     Kelly                                                                               Kirk 

                          Bill                                                                           Christine 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/192/
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CCA & NVCC Corvette Show 
Supporting the WTB and Naval Support Activity Bethesda soldiers and family. 

September 7, 2019 

 

On September 7th the CCA was honored to join with the Northern Virginia  Corvette Club to put on 

a car show for the Warrior Transition Brigade and Naval Support Activity Bethesda at the Walter 

Reed National Military Center - USO facility. Nita and Tom Armstrong did a fine job of organizing 

the event from the CCA end of things and the day went off without a hitch. For some of us this was 

the first time doing this show. It is billed as a Corvette Show but there is much more involved than 

an ordinary car show as you will see. For one thing, the clubs are limited on the number of cars that 

can attend. For another, it is on a military base and there is security involved in just getting the cars 

on the base. 

 

This was also very much more than an ordinary car show because the clubs are there to support the 

Warrior Transition Brigade combined with the Naval Support Activity Bethesda soldiers and family. 

We provided a cookout lunch from noon to 2:00PM for the soldiers and their families.  

 

A special treat for us was the opportunity to have a grand tour of the USO facility before the food 

preparation got going in earnest. It turns out that this USO is the second largest one. Cassidy Wil-

fong led the tour for those of us who had not been to the facility before. It really was an eye opening 

experience. As Cassidy pointed out the facility was nothing like the USO lounge at an airport and I 

have to admit that was my image before the tour. Besides giving soldiers and their families a com-

fortable place to hang out, talk, play games, watch TV, and soak up some WiFi, the facility also 

helps with rehabilitation and the difficult adjustments of transitioning in the military. Cassidy’s tour 

was so interesting that it appears that Van and I spent our time paying attention rather than taking 

photos during her talk. I found that I only had a couple of photos of the art and music rooms and that 

is very unusual since I am always looking for material for the club’s newsletter. 

 

The car show attendees had an opportunity to get a up close look at a wide variety of Corvettes and 

club members had a chance to answer questions and talk about their cars. Attendees were given tick-

ets to vote on their favorite cars by placing a ticket in a small glass jar that was placed by every car. 

The winning car, owned by Dennis King, received a Fan Favorite trophy. 

 

Here is a collection of photos from the event. There are more on our 

club website at: https://www.vette-club.org/events/336/  

 

 

 

https://www.vette-club.org/events/336/
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Breaking News! The USO has already scheduled next year’s event. Mark your calendars now 

so as not to miss the 3rd Annual Corvette Show, hosted by the CCA, which will be held on  

Saturday, September 12, 2020. 
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Dennis King being presented the Fan Favorite trophy by  

Midge Matlock-Williams of the USO. His car is below. 
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Corvette Storage Tips from Paul Koerner 
 

Editor’s note: 

 

During our event for the Warrior Transition Brigade at the Walter Reed Naval Support Activity Be-

thesda USO, Ben D. and Kelly were talking about steps to take when storing your Corvette.  Ben fol-

lowed up the discussion with an email with tips from Paul Koerner and I felt it is good information to 

share with the club. Paul is a very good person to be connected with when is comes to Corvette tech-

nical information. He is on Facebook and seems to accept friend requests. I’ve been following his 

Facebook videos for awhile and it has been time well spent. Just do a search on “Paul Koerner”. He 

works at Key Chevrolet.  

 

Here is the email that Ben sent with Paul’s comments: 

 

As we discussed at the Walter Reed / Bethesda USO Corvette show: 

  

In case you aren’t familiar with Paul Koerner, he is one of very, very few “GM World Class Certified 

Corvette Technicians”.  I was a member of his training class at the NCM BASH this year and I will 

now cheerfully accept his word as gospel. 

  

This is his guidance for storing your late model (C5 - C7) Corvette: 

  
If you plan to store your C7 for longer than one month, Paul emphasizes the following points.  Re-

view your owner's manual for more storage recommendations (battery tender, etc.).  Remember that 

with the C7 you must use the cigarette lighter jack in the right rear corner of the trunk as that is the 

only one of the three in the car that is hardwired to the battery.  The two jacks in the center console 

are not active if the car is not running. 

 

- Store newer Generation (C5 through C7) with 1/4 tank of gas.  The reason for only storing with 1/4 

tank of gas has to do with the location of the fuel sending unit. In the C7, the fuel sending units are 

half way up inside each of the two tanks.  Sulfur in the gasoline can coat the fuel level sensors,  

causing the fuel gauge to become inoperative.  The reason that this does not happen when you are 

regularly driving the car is that movement of the gas in the tanks keeps the contacts clear.  If you  

encounter this event, use a 20 ounce bottle of Chevron Techron Fuel System Cleaner to clean the 

contacts.  It is available at stores such as Auto Zone, etc.  

 

- Use fuel stabilizer (Sea Foam or StaBil) if storing for longer than one month at a time. 

 

- Change oil before storage.  The current oil has been contaminated by the normal combustion  

process of the engine and this contamination can cause acidic erosion of seals and gaskets. 
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For Sale:  2 Michelin Pilot Sport 4S Tires 

 
285/30/20 tire size with 60 - 70% tread remaining. 

 
$50.00  Call Bill S.  301-801-7519 
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2003 - 50th Anniversary Coupe 
 

74,000 mile 2003 True - 50th Anniversary Coupe - Well taken care of for only $17,500. 

 

Includes: 

Both Smoked and Anniversary Red Tops - Very Rare, 

4- New Tires, Hood Liner, Spark Plugs and Wires, GM Grand Sport Shocks and Sway Bars, Both Ser-

pentine Belts, Both Headlamp Gear Boxes Rebuilt, New Delco Battery, Borla Exhaust, Rebuilt Heat/

AC Controller, 4 Speed Automatic Serviced by Sport and Tuned by Tony’s Corvette Shop, 4 - Extra 

Chrome Wheels with Tires  

 

Many Extras come with this coupe: Anniversary Red Fuel Rail Covers signed by the 2018 Corvette 

Racing Team Drivers as well as Ron Fellows, Window Sticker and Build Sheet from the NCM and 1 

Year Membership in the Corvette Club of America  

The price is negotiable but this is a Great Corvette for $17,500. 

 

Contact Bob Atwell at 240- 375-3716  or Best Choice - 03vettebob@gmail.com 

mailto:03vettebob@gmail.com
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For sale: 4 OEM thin spoke polished aluminum wheels (17" front & 18" rear) with center caps and 

TPMS sensors from a 2003 coupe.  Asking $300 for the whole package, negotiable, cash only.  I'm 

looking for a local sale near Montgomery County, Maryland. The TPMS sensors were working fine 

when they were last on the car in August. The center caps are intact (no broken tabs) but could use 

some cleaning. The wheels are in rough shape, and need to be refurbished. There is some significant 

curb rash on the outside, and the barrels have a lot of surface corrosion. 

 

Contact Craig at cw.nih@verizon.net for info and more pictures. 

mailto:cw.nih@verizon.net
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Sponsor Directory 

 

The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club 

simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us 

and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with 

their offerings please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from 

the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information. 

  
 

 

Charities 

 

The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the 

club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA 

continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteer-

ing of member's time and effort.  Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine or-

ganizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations, 

many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more.  The “Charities” link above 

will take you to detailed information on the CCA website.  

 

https://www.vette-club.org/directories/?search_category=&q=&search_method=starts_with&cat=2&sub_cat=
https://www.vette-club.org/charities/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/driven-performance-brands/
http://www.bmracing.com/
https://www.dinancars.com/
https://www.flowmastermufflers.com/
http://www.hurst-shifters.com/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/sport-chevrolet/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/tonys-corvette-shop/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/radial-tire/
https://www.vette-club.org/directories/adams-polishes/
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The Corvette Club of America is proud 

to be exclusively associated with Sport 

Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 

 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

Copyright 2019, Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

 

Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - (240)560-5540 

Second Place winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018.  

The Corvette Club of America was founded by 
John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet 
dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 
1957 the club changed its name from the Capital 
Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, 
since it was the intent of the members to make the 
club a national organization. Before the end of the 
following year the club had over one hundred mem-
bers. 
 
In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an or-
ganizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the May-
flower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the 
formation of the National Council of Corvette 
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and 
is the largest non-profit association of Corvette 
Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 
and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing the organization. 
 
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of 
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the 
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole. 
 
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and 
charitable activities. 
 
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains un-
changed.  The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that share 
a common interest, America’s Sports Car - The Corvette! 

President  Kelly Ryan (240)601-6045 

Vice President  Art Bell  (410)808-4000 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

Membership Director Paul Donohue      (240)720-7816 

Event Director  Devin Streight (240)468-8190 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Competition Director Bill Sandusky (301)801-7519 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  April Hussey (240)720-7816 

Member-at-Large  Bob Atwell (240)375-3716 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:president@vette-club.org
mailto:vicepresident@vette-club.org
mailto:secretary@vette-club.org
mailto:treasurer@vette-club.org
mailto:membership@vette-club-org
mailto:events@vette-club.org
mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
mailto:parliamentarian@vette-club.org
mailto:vendorrelations@vette-club.org
mailto:webmaster@vette-club.org
mailto:pastpresident@vette-club.org
mailto:newsletter@vette-club.org

