The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 63rd Anniversary Year
President - Kelly Ryan

June 2019

Since the last newsletter, club activities have included a car show, HPDE events at several locations, an
autocross competition at the new venue and an incredibly entertaining Corvette cruise event. My own
thoughts on the cruise event are included below; other members’ thoughts on the other events are included, I’m sure, elsewhere in this month’s newsletter. And coming up in the near future will be a member cruise to the NCM for viewing of the Le Mans Race, our 46th Annual Car Show at Sport Chevrolet
and this season’s second autocross. Check the next section of this newsletter or the club’s website for
more information on the dates and times of these events.
I’d like to encourage all members to consider attending this month’s upcoming business meeting where
we will be discussing the creation of a new board position (Event Director), as well as continuing discussion on the charitable organizations the club members are considering to support. With the growing number of activities and membership the board has recognized a need for an individual to serve as a contact
point and coordinator for club events. Responsibilities of the Events Director will also include soliciting
suggestions for new events and activities from club members and presenting plans to the board. We will
be seeking additional thoughts and comments from other members as we attempt to define the role and
responsibilities of this new board position. As usual, the meeting will be the second Tuesday of the
month (June 11) at The Greene Turtle in Burtonsville.
I’ve been on several club cruises in the past. The club has organized cruises to Mosport (Canada), Watkins Glen (New York) and of course to the NCM (Kentucky). Matter of fact, there will be two cruises to
the NCM this year: the Le Mans viewing cruise and the 2019 National Corvette Caravan. There have also
been several day cruises to local car shows and restaurants. These cruises have really been all about the
destination and not so much the route getting there. But the Spring Cruise & Lunch this past weekend
was different. The idea was to gather together a couple members, meet in a parking lot and cruise the
back roads to the Lightfoot Restaurant in Leesburg Virginia. So there we were, 21 Corvettes of all different types and generations gathered together at a supermarket parking lot, ready to begin the adventure. A
drivers meeting was held, two way radios were distributed and maps were handed out. Shortly thereafter
twenty corvettes headed out to the predetermined destination. The drive was planned to minimize separations and left hand turns. It was a beautiful morning and there was a well thought out route through west-
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ern Montgomery and southern Fredrick County. There was a slight modification to the original
planned route because of an unanticipated road closure. No problem, we’re Corvetter’s and we’ll figure this out. About 25 miles into our cruise, as we’re proceeding along our alternate route we began
running into some complications. The alternate route was turning into a small one lane gravel road. A
gravel road, with an 18 degree center crown which wasn’t being real friendly to Corvettes with splitters, and which required very slow and diligent navigation. Worse yet, checking WAZE, the whole
caravan was suddenly registering as a traffic jam on this remote isolated road in Frederick County! At
this point there may have been sixteen Corvettes remaining together. We stopped, discussed our options and quickly backed up onto a farm driveway. Plan B was initiated and we all agreed to reroute
to the quickest and most efficient way to the destination. Of course, there really wasn’t consensus on
exactly what this route might look like so the caravan separated into three (maybe four or five
groups) (mini caravans?).
Ok. So I’m leading one of the mini caravans along a route which will take us across the Potomac on a
ferry. Question comes over the two way radio: “Aren’t we going to crush our splitters going onto or
leaving the ferry?” “Don’t know. This is an adventure. Let’s find out.” Was the response. Several of
the ZO6’s and ZR-1’s didn’t like the thought and discovered alternate routes. Turns out the ferry was
much kinder than the gravel road to splitters and there wasn’t any problem.
So, we’re now across the river and in Virginia and only about an hour late for the luncheon date. We
quickly head towards a main highway with access via a traffic light. There’s no way we’re all going
to make it through the light together so we breakup and rejoin further down the highway where several of the Corvettes have pulled over. Reserved parking had previously been arranged at a firehouse
near the restaurant and we were the first contingent (mini caravan) to arrive. As it turned out, there
were only five of the original twenty one Corvettes that actually parked at the firehouse. We
promptly made our way to the destination and had a great meal. Better yet, there was a lot of sharing
and discussion among a lot of people, most of whom had never met before. After lunch, the adventurous of us (about nine Corvettes) made their way to a creamery for ice cream located back in Maryland. Unfortunately, we did lose two more members who made a left when they should have made a
right. And, remember that twenty first Corvette that didn’t make it out of the supermarket parking
lot? Yeah, he was the first to arrive at the creamery.
All in all a great day, a lot of fun with good people. Thanks to Devin Streight for masterminding this
memorable and enjoyable cruise. For those of you who missed this one, relax. There will be others so
check the web sight for dates and locations. Until then enjoy life with your Corvette!

Kelly Ryan
CCA President
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Calendar - Upcoming Events & Reminders
www.vette-club.org/events
June Shop Night (Tuesday, June 25, 2019, 6:00PM – 9:00PM, arrive before 7:30PM)
Bring your Corvette in to Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring for a do-it-yourself shop night. Sport
Chevrolet allows us to use their vehicle lifts; however, you must bring your own tools, fluids, etc
Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.vette-club.org/events/303
Drive Your Corvette to Work Day (Friday, June 28, 2019)
Mid America Motorworks has proclaimed Drive your Corvette to Work Day be celebrated on the Friday closest to June 30th, the day the first 1953 Corvette rolled off the assembly line in Flint, Michigan.
June Double Autocross (Sunday, June 30, 2019, 8:00AM – 5:00PM)
Open to both members and non-members and all makes and models of cars. Volunteers needed!
New Location near BWI – 7210 Ridge Road, Hanover, MD 21076
More Information and Pre-Registration – www.vette-club.org/events/328
July Business Meeting (Tuesday, July 9, 2019, 7:30PM – 9:00PM)
This is the club's monthly business and membership meeting with the Board and is open to all club
members. Arrive by 6:30PM for dinner & discussion.
The Greene Turtle – 15660 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville, MD 20866
www.vette-club.org/events/292
46th Annual Car Show at Sport Chevrolet
Join the Corvette Club of America (CCA) at the 46th Annual Car Show. Cash and trophies to be
awarded. Food and automotive vendors on site. T-shirts & dash plaques to the first 100 registrants.
Now open to all makes and models. See the flyer on page 28 for more details.
Sunday, June 14, 2019, 9:00PM – 2:00PM (Rain Date July 21)
Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904
Pre-Registration – www.vette-club.org/events/322
Cars & Coffee and Cruise-Ins
Meet other car enthusiasts and share your love for Corvettes and the CCA!
www.vette-club.org/carscoffee-cruiseins
Event Planning
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see: www.vetteclub.org/event-planning
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

The club is into the busy time of the year so I guess I’ll start off with a few reminders in my Rambling
this month. You ought to frequently check the website calendar and events area or you will miss out on a
lot of fun! More importantly you may miss out on the chance to support your club. With so much going
on we can certainly use some help. The current calendar is here: https://www.vette-club.org/events/
month/. While you are there, be sure to check the following month too.
The big thing coming up of course is the annual car show. If you can help, I am pretty certain that the
club can find a chore to keep you busy. See the flyer on page 28 and contact Nita or Kelly. If you want to
volunteer, you can simply send a message to carshow@vette-club.org . One other way you can help the
club is to register your Corvette in the show. Registration is now open.
The newsletter filled up very quickly this month. When it gets over 40 pages it begins to tire out the editor and he gets worried that people will not have time to even read it. I did not get a chance to cover the
Brightview Fallsgrove Corvette Invitational back on May 18th. We’ve done this event for a couple of
years now. The residents of the assisted living facility love to see us show up with our Corvettes, and
even the occasional Viper. They roll out the red carpet for us and provide lunch for us. If you have not
attended, you should add it to your calendar for next May once the date is set. Check this year’s event
page to get an idea what it was like and be sure to click on photos to get the pictures. https://www.vetteclub.org/events/317/
If you have been following the CCA private group on Facebook (search for “Corvette Club of America”), then you know that things have been going smoothly for Corvette Racing as we approach the 24
Hours of Le Mans race. This is the 20th consecutive year that Corvette has been in the race and it will be
the last year for the C7.R since next year we will have the C8. I will be at the NCM with over 150 other
cheering fans for the viewing of the race on the 28 foot screen of the Corvette Theater. I’ll probably be
doing a little posting in our FB group during the race so check it if you are interested. This will be my
fourth time for viewing the race at the NCM and I’ve enjoyed every time.
Two weeks after I return from Bowling Green I will be in Ontario for the IMSA race at Mosport. With
all this travel I need to find the time to do a check out of the vette. Since I will be leaving for Bowling
Green in three days I really do not have a lot of time left.
For some reason my year has been like this. Busy and everything squeezed in at the very last minute. I
doubt if it will be necessary but if we ever run out of material for the newsletter I can always do an article
on my vacation in May to Portugal and Spain. We saw a lot of things on the trip but never saw a Corvette!
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Here are a couple of final notes for this month:
CCA MD License Plates
If you’re interested in obtaining Maryland CCA organizational license plates,
e-mail: license_plates@vette-club.org
Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to the NCM. Click this link and sign into
your Amazon account to get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
Save the Wave!
Jon Thorn
CCA Corvette Courier Editor.
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Competition Director - Bill Sandusky

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - June 2019

First Autocross Huge Success !
Well we finally got to hold our first autocross event of the year and everything seemed to go as
planned. The weather was just great with plenty of sun and pleasant temps, although by the late afternoon it approached the high eighties.
We set a new record for entries with 55, (I think that is correct), so the one worry we had about losing
people had no effect. We are however raising the limit from 50 entries to 60. Any walkup registrations after 60 entries will only be for the afternoon session.
We had a good turnout of volunteers and I want to thank all of you for the tremendous effort. Without
you the event would have been a disaster. Once again, thank you Bob A, Jon, April, Paul D, Nita,
Kelly, Van, Neal A, and Stephen C.
Club members Craig R, Bill S, Tom M. won in the the corvette classes. Craig R. also took 2nd FTD.
My son, Jeff, came out in his 2006 GTO and won the other domestic rear wheel class (ORD).
The coordination with United Karting also went well. We had their CEO give a nice representation on
what they have to offer and ran a kart through our course, but I don’t think they were as fast as some
of the cars. I think we could hold a club event with their arrive & drive karts in the future.
Our next event is June 30th and I hope we set another record for entries!
This July 7-11th Team Stingray will once again hit the rally trail from Erie, Pa to Old Orchard Beach,
Me to raise money for another great charity, Camp Sunshine. The money raised will send children
with life-threatening illnesses to camp for a week. I thank those in the past who have supported me on
these rallies and if you can help with a tax-deductible donation, use the link below. I should have
plenty of pics and articles of the rally for the August and September issues of the newsletter. Here is
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the link:
http://events.campsunshine.org/site/TR/Events/General?team_id=3925&pg=team&fr_id=1420

Rally North America’s New England Rally II
Team Stingray
Bill Sandusky
Competition Director
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by Pat Roney

I want to give a shout out to Tony and his crew at Tony’s Corvette Shop. They have bailed me out
several times to save a track event. Below is Tony with Ed, his transmission mechanic. Ed retired
from AAMCO and Tony convinced Ed to come to work for him. Below Ed is checking out my transmission and getting it ready for a 10 hour drive to the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park for
4 days on track. The transmission worked great and got me back home also. Ed used a secret ingredient to help keep the transmission from overheating that did an amazing job.

Eddie has worked
for Tony for years
and is one of the
true mechanics
that has a talent for
figuring out tough
problems. GM
regional has used
Eddie to solve the
tough problems
that no one else
could figure out. I
can attest to
Eddie’s expertise
as he figured out
where the short
was in my Corvette in less than a
half hour after I
had spent 40 hours
trying to find it
myself. It is great to have a resource like Tony’s Corvette Shop around when you need it.
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May 13-14, 2019

We headed out around noon from the Park and Ride in Urbana with Bob C., Tom & Nita A., Michael
M. and his father Charles for a very wet ride to Watkins Glen. Art B. is missing as his car was still
being worked on. We made it to Watkins Glen International Raceway in time to tech in some of the
participants for tomorrow before heading out for a nice dinner.

Here is a photo of several of us during a lull in the action. Michael M., myself, Bob C., and Tom A.
are trying to keep dry and warm. Somehow we missed Nita A. and Michael E. and his wife Mary in
this photo.
Michael E. in his car heading out to the track and then on track.
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I had the pleasure of working with fellow CCA club
member Michael M.
Michael prepared well for
this event and it showed in
his performance. Michael
drove in every session even
with all of the rain, very
often heavy with streams
running across the track.
Michael got a good workout in car control.

Chin Event Manager Jim
Pomroy leading the morning drivers meeting.
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Our regular crew for
Watkins Glen, Diane
& John D., Steve F.,
Bob C., and NVCC’s
Andrej B.

I was the classroom instructor and my presentation had a big focus on driving in the rain since that
was the weather we were dealt for this event. I evidently did a good job of talking up rain driving as
all but one of the novices were driving in the rain. When you think of it, we all drove up to the Glen
in the rain, so why not drive on track in the rain. This was a great very interactive group of drivers. I
was proud of them all.
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Michael M. passing a Mustang on the front straight. You get some idea of how epic a track Watkins
Glen is just looking at some of the grandstands. Also in the picture is our Grid Marshall Gary Atkins
keeping an eye on our buddies on track.

Our own Michael E. spotted Jesse Lazare, who drives the McLaren 570S GT4 in the Michelin Pilot
Challenge-Grand Sport for Motorsports in Action. Jesse is in first place for points for 2019. Here is
Jesse with a couple of his fans, Michael E. and Bob C. Looks like Jesse will have a couple more fans
rooting for him this year.
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Here I am teching in
Stephanie Cemo, here to
practice for the Lamborghini Super Trofeo the end
of June. Stephanie drives
for Prestige Performance/
WTR.
Peter Argetsinger was
coaching Stephanie here.
Peter’s father, Cameron
was instrumental in both
the Watkins Glen Race and
the track.

I will be rooting for
Stephanie in the Lamborghini Super Trofeo race.
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The Lamborghini Super Trofeo is an international motor racing series. Lamborghini Super Trofeo
drivers compete in identical Lamborghini Huracán Super Trofeo Evo cars, based on the Lamborghini
Huracán LP 620-2 replacing the older Gallardo version.
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A couple of the other race cars we see on tv here practicing.

IMSA Team Joest Daytona Protype #55 prepping for the track.
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No trip to the Glen would be complete without a story about Gary Atkins, the Chin Grid Marshall.
This visits story has to do with a health issue that Gary had where he had to have an aorta valve replaced. He was given a choice and chose to have a pig valve for a replacement. Now his grandkids
call him Pop Paw Oink Oink.

Kip Zeiter and Peter Argetsinger of the International Motor Racing Research Center showed up to sell
tickets to auction off this 1986 Ferrari 328 GTS.
To order tickets:
https://www.racingarchives.org/support-the-imrrc/annual-car-raffle-2/
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CCA members Karl B. and Ray D. participated in both of these events. Ray D’s student did well and
successfully passed the check out ride for the Intermediate group. Sounds like fun was had by all.

CHIN at VIR

June 3-4, 2019

I rode down to VIR with Bob C.. It was a nice ride down on a beautiful day with similar weather forecasted for this track event.

Austin Self, Chin Trackdays Event Manager for this event, preparing us for all of the fun we are about
to experience.
I am honored to be a permanent Chief Instructor for
Chin Trackdays. Here I am explaining how all will
be much better drivers if they come to my classroom
lecture. Not sure they all bought my spiel.
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Pictures of Bob’s Corvette C5 race car going out on track and in the pits.

Bob C. had Jade Beauford, IMSA Pro Road Racing Driver, drive Bob’s car to see where he was doing
something different from Bob. It turns out that Bob was doing a lot right but he picked up several
places for improvement. Bob knocked a couple of seconds off his lap time.
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After the morning meeting Bob is discussing
some points with Jade Beauford.

Bob does a good job of making sure his car is ready
for the track. Here he is checking out his brake pads
and bleeding his brakes between sessions.

Our group of buddies starting to gather towards the end of the track day to figure where we are going
for dinner and to share stories of our track adventures.
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Randy Pobst, pro road racing driver, was looking for bikes that he could borrow to do a track ride with
after the track was cold. Our own David C. was on top of it offering his bike. Here we have Randy
with the young lady he was coaching and David in the middle. Notice the green wrist band on his students left wrist. Randy had worked with her at different tracks but this was the first time at VIR.
Event Manager Austin Self checked her out the next day in the Advanced group and said that she was
running at the front of the Advanced group. Good job Randy and to the young lady also.
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Our morning Instructors meeting with Randy Pobst attending. You know you are with the right event
promoter when you have pro drivers in the driver and instructor meetings. I was very impressed with
Randy as he was friendly with everyone. He kind of reminds me of my hero Andy Pilgrim.
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Fellow CCA member David C. here with his student, James P. towards the end of the event. David
was very happy with James progress though the 2 day event. I think the big smile gives away how
James feels.

Ken Kozlowski, from KNS Brakes, hanging with Bob while he checks his brakes.
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Above: David C. heading into turn 4.
Below: Bob C. coming through turn 3.
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In the cool things you see at the track category, here is a 1959 Lotus getting checked out for an upcoming Vintage race. He was out on track doing laps during lunch.

The Chin Trackdays event at Summit Point is coming up on August 10 & 11. Please sign up soon as
this event is filling up quickly. Here is the link to sign up to drive:
http://chintrackdays.com/roster.aspx?q=5%2ff3L5y%2f3%2bw%3d
This is the big HPDE event for Corvette Club of America where we have a good field of drivers participating. For those that would like to see what a track event is like, please come join us. If you
would like to get a ride on track with one of our solo drivers, please sign np here:
https://www.vette-club.org/events/register/326/?submit=RSVP+Now
Here is a link to the event on our club schedule.
https://www.vette-club.org/events/311/
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Here is the schedule for upcoming HPDE events:
Jun. 14-16
Jun. 24-25
Jun. 28
Jun. 29-30
Jul. 6-7
Aug. 10-11

PCA at Watkins Glen
NCM at VIR

Vic O.
Bob C., Pat R., Karl B., Jim W., Michael E.,
Steve C. Tom A., David C., Southey M.
FATT at Summit Point Ckt
Pat R., Karl B., Marko B.
TrackDaze at Summit Point Ckt
Karl B.
SCCA at Summit Point Shenandoah Karl B., Pat R.
Chin at Summit Point Ckt.
Pat R., Karl B., Art B., Tom A. ., Paul D.
Stephen W

VISIT OUR CCA HPDE PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE
Our Website team led by April has been working their magic on our CCA website and has upgraded
the HPDE page. She has added a schedule of events our members are planning to attend as well as a
list of tracks and videos that our members have done. I am really impressed with the excellent job she
has done. Thanks for all of your hard work and creativity April.
Here is a link to the new page:

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/

WANT TO TRY YOUR CAR OUT ON TRACK?
Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and experience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed. If you
would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of our
tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot.

Tracking Schedule (Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly)
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/

Pat Roney
Corvette Club of America
KEEP IT TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON THE STREET!
THE TRACK IS A MUCH SMARTER PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR CAR CAN DO..
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Membership Director - Paul Donohue

CCA Membership Update
CCA Membership Update
We have 169 current memberships, including 116 local, 48 long-distance, and 5 honorary memberships.
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org.

New Memberships
Name
Chris D.
Ryan & Mike H.
Nicolas C.
Ray D.

Location
Elkridge, MD
DC, Glenelg, MD
Las Vegas, NV
Middleburg Hts., OH

Corvette
1990 Black Conv.
2013 Silver Conv.
2017 White Z06
2013 Gray GS

Referrer
Join Date
Social Media 05/18/2019
Tom M.
05/27/2019
Other Website 05/29/2019
Pat R.
05/29/2019

Thank you to Nicolas C. for the additional donation!

New member, Ryan H. with Rylie, his 10 month
old red golden retriever in Ryan’s 2013 Corvette.
Some of you may know Ryan’s dad, Mike, from
his frequent participation in CCA autocross events
(#90 silver Miata). Mike joined as Ryan’s plusone. Mike has a long history with autocross starting in the early ‘70s and provided timing for many
autocross events put on by a wide variety of Baltimore-area car clubs. Both Mike and Ryan were
also very successful in the All American Soap Box
Derbies. We hope to see some friendly father-son
competition at an upcoming autocross event.

Paul Donohue
Membership Director
www.vette-club.org/membership
membership@vette-club.org
240-720-7816
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

The Corvette Store (270) 777-4555 https://corvettestore.com/

The NCM Spring Giving 2019 Campaign is
on! Support your NCM. Information here.

Not an NCM Member?
Become one!
Learn More!

National Corvette Museum Events Calendar and Registration is located here.
Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, ncmambassador@vette-club.org, 301-949-2464
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Corvette Club of America Philanthropic Support
A. James Clark School of Engineering Scholarship Luncheon - April 24, 2019
The “Corvette Club of America Student Award Fund” was started by the CCA in 1999 and the annual
investment income is awarded to Mechanical Engineering students based on merit or need. Every year
the Clark School of Engineering invites donors, faculty, staff, and students to a luncheon in April. The
luncheon is an opportunity to recognize the scholarship and fellowship donors as well as the students
who received these awards. Remarks by outstanding students and donors bookend a delicious threecourse lunch. This year, April Hussey (Webmaster), Paul Donohue (Membership Director), and Devin
Streight (Member), attended the event.
The impact of these scholarships is best expressed by Dean Dr. Pines and the 2018-2019 CCA award
fund recipient, Andrew Shannon, in the thank you letters found on the next two pages.
Please consider making a donation to the CCA endowment fund to support the CCA, the University of
Maryland, and high-achieving students in science and engineering. You can make a donation directly
to the fund by going here:
giving.umd.edu/giving/Fund.php?name=corvette-club-of-america-student-award-fund
In addition, come out and see the Terps Racing Formula ICE and Baja vehicles at the CCA car show
on July 14th.
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CCA - First autocross of the year, May 19th
Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Editor
Bill provided the details on our first autocross of the season in his article on page 6 and it was also our
first autocross at our new lot. Needless to say it was a major success. We have over 190 photos of the
event posted by 8 members and participants. I obviously cannot include them all here. I will provide a
few to give you an idea though. The full collection is available on the club website in the autocross
area which you can reach by going to: https://www.vette-club.org/autocross/ , scrolling down the page
under events and selecting the May 19th autocross. Our next event will be on June 30th and I hope you
can come out and help us set a new attendance record (again).

April’s simulation of a downed cone during the
driver’s meeting.

Our new lot is at the BWI airport which explains
the low flying Southwest Airlines plane.
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But they certainly are welcome!

Our highly efficient Timing & Scoring team at work. Entrants receive instant results of their runs on a
digital display at the end of the course and over the CCA website.
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Here is an oldie and a goodie regular
at autocross events. A fifty year old
vette hanging with the best of them!
It also provides an opportunity to put
in a public service announcement for
Corvettes at Carlisle! Lots of CCA
members will be there. You should
be too!
And of course, we love to see fellow
CCA members getting this kind of
recognition!
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CCA's Cruise to Lightfoot Restaurant and Rocky Point Creamery
Contributed by Van Vander Haar with addendum by Paul Vale
On Saturday, June 1, 2019, the Corvette Club of America, scheduled a cruise to Lightfoot Restaurant
in Leesburg, Virginia and Rocky Point Creamery in Tuscarora, Maryland. This event was set up by
Devin Streight, and was a most memorable event.

We met at the Safeway parking lot in Gaithersburg on Darnestown Road.

The drive in the rural areas of Virginia and Maryland were stunning.

We had a couple of setbacks due to the storm that came though the area on Thursday, May 20th. We
ended up on a gravel road to places unknown. We did end up turning around, meeting in a field and
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regrouping. We ended up on the ferry to cross the Potomac, which was very interesting.

When we arrived in Leesburg, Terry P turned right
towards the restaurant and I followed. Lo and behold, there were two parking spaces behind the
building. Go figure the odds of that!
We did finally made it to the restaurant, where we
all had very wonderful meals and had a chance to
visit with each other other and commiserate about
the event so far.
A bit of history regarding the Lightfoot Restaurant:
Lightfoot Restaurant is the creation of sisters and co-owners Executive Chef Ingrid Gustavson and
General Manager Carrie Gustavson Whitmer. Their vision and good taste have made Lightfoot one of
Leesburg’s most beloved restaurants with locals and visitors alike.
The restaurant was named in honor of Francis Lightfoot Lee, a member of the prominent Lee family
in colonial Virginia. He moved the colony in the direction of independence and represented Virginia
in signing the Declaration of Independence.
Lightfoot opened in 1999 after serving as the People’s Bank for a half-century. The Romanesque
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revival–style building was completely renovated and a large
addition was added to the back of the building to include our
largest event space, the Sheridan Room. Reminders of its
former life, from the bank vault doors to the woodwork and
ceilings, can be seen throughout the dining room. Handpainted silk Venetian chandeliers and vintage Parisian posters complete the look. During the holidays, Lightfoot is
transformed with exquisite Christmas decorations.
The former People's National Bank building still retains the
magnificent architectural details -- from the massive Corinthian columns and elaborate fireplace surround to the intricately carved friezes and the brass and wood railings. Vault
doors are now part of the decor and reflect the previous use
of the Romanesque revival style building. In fact, there is a
vault door in the men's restroom. This was something of a
surprise to me. That's not something you would expect to
see.
In 2018, the Lightfoot Restaurant won Leesburg's 2018 Business Heritage Award Heritage Award -which celebrates a
thriving business or organization that has made a long-term
commitment to preserving the integrity and character of
Leesburg’s Historic Downtown. This category may include building design and construction consistent with the historic architecture or a business whose practices or programs augment the authenticity
of Downtown Leesburg.
While we were waiting for our orders to arrive, I looked
around the room and saw many photographs of the
WWII era. Across the room was a painting of a very
distinguished gentleman, obviously a 4-star general in
his uniform. Further investigation revealed a common
individual in the photographs along the wall where we
were sitting. Every photo showed someone named Marshall. This was General George C. Marshall, and we
were having our event in the Marshall Room. The Marshall Room is named in honor of longtime
Leesburg resident Gen. George C. Marshall, who created the historic Marshall Plan in 1947. The room
features a commissioned portrait of the general. It is adorned with flags of the United States, Virginia,
the US Army, and Gen. Marshall’s Star. An inviting fireplace, intricate millwork, and a high ceiling
add to the stately setting. Also, along the wall are many photos of General Marshall during WWII and
his position as Chief of Staff and Secretary of State. Photos were with Dwight D. Eisenhower, Chaing
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Kai-chek, Winston Churchill and other world leaders during that period.
https://lightfootrestaurant.com/about/ 312 E. Market St, Leesburg, VA 20176. Open Monday - Thursday: 11:30 am - 11 pm; Friday – Saturday: 11:30 am – Midnight; Sunday: 11 am – 9 pm.
George Catlett Marshall was Army Chief of Staff, a special envoy to China, Secretary of State, President of the Red Cross, Secretary of Defense, and namesake of the Marshall Plan. His home, the Marshall House, is a historic landmark and historic house museum at 217 Edwards Ferry Road in Leesburg. He lived there until his passing on October 16. 1959. We did not visit the home, but, I believe, it
would be worth the visit.
The significance of this home resulted in several of the residents in Leesburg being concerned that it
may be demolished after the Marshall's daughter decided to sell the property. These Leesburg citizens
urged the town of Leesburg to purchase the property which proved to be impossible. The citizens
formed the George C. Marshall Home Preservation Fund and purchased the home for $2.3 million.
Also, to protect the views from the Marshall House, they purchased 11 surrounding properties which
generate revenue to support the organization. The grounds have been restored to their Marshall-era
appearance of the 1950's. The Marshall's owned the home from 1941 until his death in 1959.
The Marshall House is unique in that over 90% of the furnishings and memorabilia were owned and
used by the Marshall's and were obtained from Mrs. Marshall's heirs. There are reproductions of a
painting by Sir Winston Churchill in 1951 and given to the Marshall's in 1953; a reproduction of a
painting by Russian artist Vassily Baksheyev that was a gift to General Marshall from the foreign
minister of the Soviet Union in 1947 in appreciation for Marshall's efforts in WWII. There is also an
original black and white lansdcape painted by the wife of Chaing Kai-chek. Also, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower had sent a watercolor print of Mount Eisenhower with a handwritten note to Marshall's
wife two months after the general's death for Christmas 1959. Many other memorable items are on
display in the home.
The Marshall House was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1996.
https://www.georgecmarshall.org/ Open: March-December, on Saturday, 10am – 4pm, and Sunday,
1pm – 4pm.
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After the luncheon at Lightfoot, we meet up at a middle school north of town and ventured off to the
Rocky Point Creamery near Point of Rocks. They really had their act together. We moved through the
line to obtain our ice cream desires quite rapidly. There were around four or five folks taking our orders, and it went quite smoothly. The creamery has 80 flavors of homemade ice cream, along with
milk, brown eggs, cheese, and beef. They milk 180 Holstein dairy cows and raise 700 acres of corn,
soybeans, wheat and hay to feed their animals. Each year a beautiful 1.5 acre sunflower field is
planted and flowers are available for sale in July and August, with 100% proceeds donated to St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital. Their Vanilla Milkshake was a delightful end to our adventure, and Bev
enjoyed her single scoop of Almond - Caramel ice cream in the Party Room with the rest of our group.
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Seven enterprising dairy farmers got together and formed Maryland's Best Ice Cream Trail, of which
Rocky Point is affiliated with. The Rocky Point Farm has been in the family since 1883. The 4th generation milks 174 Holstein cows and farms 700 acres. They opened the Ice cream store in the spring of
2012 and offer 80- flavors year round. They never use antibodies or hormones and rely on the land to
make their living. It is well worth the trip to enjoy these, most delicious of ice cream products.
https://www.rockypointcreamery.com/about-us 4323A Tuscarora Road, Tuscarora, MD 21790. Open
Tuesday through Sunday, 11:30 AM to 8:30 PM
Editors note:
Through a scheduling issue that is probably ultimately my fault, we actually ended up with two
articles on this momentous cruise.
This is a truly rare occurrence for the Corvette Courier. It is so rare that I do not recall it ever
happening in the 11 or 12 years that I have been the editor. Normally there is more effort required by the Editor to get member submitted articles. Not wanting to discourage or slight anyone I decided to take Paul Vale’s excellent suggestion to include his article as an addendum.
The focus of each article is different enough that I think you will enjoy both. I also believe that
the historical record of this event is stronger with two points of view.
Paul’s story of the day begins below. I’d just like to close here by saying I am always looking
for member submitted articles. This is an all volunteer publication put out by an all volunteer
club. The Corvette Courier is only as worthwhile and useful as everyone makes it. I also want
to point out that Paul serves dutifully as the club Secretary and is locally famous for his view of
the club’s Meeting Minutes. It would be nice having more articles from him, hint - hint.

Spring 2019 CCA Cruise to Leesburg, VA- A Cruise to Remember
By Paul Vale
The sun dawned on 3 June 2019 as it had on other June mornings- a beautiful day full of promise. Little did I know what that fateful day would bring. To be honest, I hadn’t planned on attending a Corvette Cruise that day. I had been participating in the planning of a trip out west to Las Vegas and Zion
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National Park. Being a guy, I had left as much of the planning chores as possible up to my wife, and
assumed she would have us leaving on a Saturday. When she alerted me to the fact that she had made
our airline reservations for Monday, thus freeing me up to join the Spring Cruise, I leapt at the opportunity to join my fellow Corvette lovers on a cruise along the scenic roads of Maryland and Virginia to
arrive in Leesburg VA for lunch.
I wanted to share my joy, so I invited Joe Gillis, the purchaser of my long-term-road-test Green C4 to
join the happy crew!
Joe and I caravanned to the meeting site in Gaithersburg, picking up another C4 along the way. Neither of them knew that I had not programmed the Gaithersburg Safeway into my GPS, having settled
on Quince Orchard High School (Home of the Cougars (!!??)) as a much safer solution based on there
being only one high school and several possible Safeways in the vicinity. After a couple of wrong
turns that endangered our timely arrival, we chanced upon the CCA adventurers staging for the departure in the appointed parking lot. What a conclave of Corvette connoisseurs awaited! There was a 57
Corvette piloted by Bill Conlon, a 69 with brilliant Grape Metallic paint driven by Dave Greenburg,
along with about 18 other examples of the marque from the fourth to the seventh generations. While
coupes predominated, the convertibles showed their appreciation for the idyllic weather by unanimously having their tops down.
As the organizer of this event, Devin Streight made some announcements and described the ground
rules, such as, “No burnouts longer than 20 feet,” and, ”If you get separated from the group, turn on
your headlights and wave the provided “FUNERAL Procession” windshield banner to circumvent
traffic lights and get caught up with the group.” No one paid much attention to the admonition that to
avoid driving on a [recently] closed section of our route, we would all turn left on Mt Ephraim Road
and follow it until it enabled us to return to our appointed itinerary, which was to end up at the
Lightfoot Restaurant in Leesburg VA. (At this time you are authorized to recollect the scene from
Rocky Horror Picture Show where Brad and Janet are checking a roadmap on a dark road and Brad is
preparing to leave the car and head to get directions, “Over at the Frankenstein Place.”) But I am getting ahead of myself.
Pretty soon the time to depart arrived (My HS English teacher would have corrected that clichéd
phrase, but she’s not here, so you’ll have to live with it). Accompanied by his dad, Devin hopped into
his Arrest-me Red Viper (Honorary Corvette-for-a-day, the family Vette having been laid low by a
fire, and now undrivable and in the midst of restoration) and proceeded to lead the 20 car entourage
through the Safeway lot and onto Route 28 headed west. In a stroke of luck unprecedented in the history of CCA cruises, the entire gang of Corvettes got onto the road in a single stream, unbroken by
non-V8 powered cars. Through traffic lights and over the sun-kissed hills of western Montgomery
County MD the fiberglass serpent snaked, enjoying looks from admiring automotive aficionados and
at least one other Corvette driver headed in the opposite direction, arm aching from waving at the long
line of Corvettes.
And then came Mount Ephraim Road. According to Wikipedia, Mount Ephraim is a steep mountain in
Israel where members of the Twelve Tribes would annually settle the issue of ‘Which tribe has the
fastest chariot’ on an uphill stretch of unpaved road. The Mount Ephraim Hillclimb is even mentioned
in Leviticus. (“And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the trophy return to the house of David”).
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As I followed the Corvette in front of me onto this road, I thought this will be a pleasant diversion
from the sunny main road. After all, the road was nicely shaded by poplar and maple trees. Moments
later, the “Gravel Alert” light came on at the top of my instrument panel. Would Devin have knowingly caused the tires of so many pampered machines to come into contact with gravel? What was a
dirt road doing in Montgomery County anyway? Are our taxes not high enough that we should be
relegated to driving on such primitive paving materials on our cruise? These questions and more
would soon be answered.
Well, let me start by saying we Corvette lovers do not view our steeds as fair weather friends. Everyone followed Devin onto the well worn dirt road that was to bypass Route 28 Construction. Imagine if
you will, the sight of 20 waxed and polished Corvettes proceeding slowly down a dirt road on a bright
spring morning. Imagine Devin’s burgeoning dread as the road stretches out with no paved section
revealing itself (and thus relieving his trepidation) around bend after bend in this twisty road. What
amazed this correspondent was that we passed intersecting dirt roads!! One road we passed was
Comus Road, and it was actually paved, after a fashion.
After a reasonable time, and with no paved sections of Mount Ephraim Road in sight, Devin stopped
the caravan and arranged for us to gather in a farmer’s field where Comus Road intersected Mt. Ephraim. Since we had been on a one lane road, this was no small feat, involving U-turns and backing up
with menacing brambles on either side.
While it had been Google Maps that misdirected us onto Mt Ephraim, it was Google maps that redeemed itself by showing us a new route to Leesburg using Comus Road and White’s Ferry. In Greek
mythology, Comus (Ancient Greek: Κῶμος) is the god of festivity, revels and nocturnal dalliances. Well, I don’t know about any nocturnal dalliances, but the group certainly deserved a little festivity after spending an hour stranded on a dirt road due to Google Maps’ twisted sense of humor.
Twenty Corvettes headed to White’s Ferry, and seventeen of them made it to the ferry on time for an
‘all Corvette’ crossing. The three who brought up the rear had their own adventure that added another
hour to their journey and ended with one abandoning the chase, but that will be saved for another
story.
The Lightfoot Restaurant in Leesburg is a gem. Housed in a former bank building, the restaurant has
a main dining room laid out around a spiral staircase, with additional tables on the second story landing of the spiral! We were seated in the Marshall Room, a private dining room on the second floor.
The menu was varied and elegant, with choices ranging from fish, beef and lamb to exotic salads. I
enjoyed one of the tastiest salads I had ever eaten, accompanied by great conversation from my tablemates.
The return to Maryland was via Point of Rocks, with a stop at a locally owned Ice Cream venue, the
Rocky Point Creamery, for a tasty dessert. After dessert, we all headed home to regale our families
with tales of our travels reminiscent of the “Tales of Brave Ulysses.”
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Sponsor Directory
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information.

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering of member's time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. The “Charities” link above
will take you to detailed information on the CCA website.
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The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with Sport
Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - (240)560-5540

The Corvette Club of America was founded by
John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet
dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of
1957 the club changed its name from the Capital
Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America,
since it was the intent of the members to make the
club a national organization. Before the end of the
following year the club had over one hundred members.

President
Kelly Ryan
(240)601-6045
Vice President
Art Bell
(410)808-4000
Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
Membership Director
Paul Donohue
(240)720-7816
NCM Ambassador
Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Competition Director
Bill Sandusky
(301)801-7519
Parliamentarian
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Webmaster
April Hussey
(240)720-7816
Member-at-Large
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the
formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and
is the largest non-profit association of Corvette Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the
CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing
the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that share
a common interest, America’s Sports Car - The Corvette!
The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885
Copyright 2019, Corvette Club of America, Inc.
Second Place winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018.

