The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 63rd Anniversary Year
President - Kelly Ryan

May 2019

Have you ever been in a parade? No, in a parade, not standing on the shoulder waiting for the bands and
floats and clowns to come by, I’m talking about being a participant in the SHOW! Well, I never had
been, but on April 28, 2019 several members of our club, together with a member from the Gaithersburg
Corvette Club joined together (for a total of seven Corvettes) and we were in The Olney Day Parade. It
was fantastic weather and we had a great time. Corvettes were announcing their presence, kids and parents were cheering and the event was wrapped up in 45 minutes. And, we took second place in the motorized event category! Of course no event is ever complete without a post event gathering, and for this
event we chose the Brookville Farm Brewery. The consensus was that this was fun, not too time consuming and something that could be even more special if we could get a couple more generations of Corvettes to join us in next year’s parade. Something we’ll have to consider.
As for the current month and early June, check the next section of this newsletter for an upcoming Corvette car show (Saturday May 18) and a new event, the Spring cruise and lunch (Saturday June 1). We
also have May’s autocross (Sunday May 19) at our new location by BWI airport. Check the club web site
for starting times and other important details for these and other upcoming events. And while you’re
there, feel free to register.
This past month our webmaster (April) sent out an email to all members requesting recommendations
from members of qualifying charitable organizations you would like the club to support. The email included the guidelines and type of organizations we consider in selecting the charitable organizations we
choose to support. In the past, net proceeds from our Annual Car Show have been donated to local, qualifying charitable organizations. Most recently Caring Matters and the Wells/Robertson House have been
the recipient charities. These are both fine organizations. And both of these organizations have met the
club’s criteria in the past and continue to do so. However, the board believed it would be in everyone’s
best interest to solicit our membership to see if there were other qualifying charities the club should consider supporting. We have received responses from some of our members, and I thank them for taking
the time to respond. However, there are many more members whom we have not heard from and I’d like
to take this opportunity to let you know we really would appreciate your suggestions. Again, check our
web site for the guidelines and submit your recommendations to charities@vette-club.org.
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I encourage all members to join us in one of our many club activities. We are truly a much better club
because of our members’ participation. Enjoy life with your Corvette!
Kelly Ryan
CCA President
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Calendar - Upcoming Events & Reminders
www.vette-club.org/events
Brightview Fallsgrove Corvette Invitational (Saturday, May 18, 2019, 10:30AM – 2:00PM)
The staff at Brightview Senior Living, Fallsgrove invite you to share your Corvette and enjoy a
FREE cookout with the residents which will start at 11:30 AM. Arrive as early as 10:00 AM for coffee and donuts. There will also be a performer playing. Residents will vote on the Community Favorite Corvette, a panel of 5 judges will choose Best in Show, and trophies will be awarded at 1:30 PM.
Brightview Assisted Living Fallsgrove – 9200 Darnestown Rd., Rockville, MD 20850
RSVP to Jean Wade or on the website: vettehon@aol.com, 301-253-6074,
www.vette-club.org/events/317
May Double Autocross (Sunday, May 19, 2019, 8:00AM – 5:00PM)
Open to both members and non-members and all makes and models of cars. Volunteers needed!
New Location near BWI – 7210 Ridge Road, Hanover, MD 21076
More Information and Pre-Registration – www.vette-club.org/events/325
May Shop Night (Tuesday, May 28, 2019, 6:00PM – 9:00PM, arrive before 7:30PM)
Bring your Corvette in to Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring for a do-it-yourself shop night. Sport
Chevrolet allows us to use their vehicle lifts; however, you must bring your own tools, fluids, etc
Sport Chevrolet – 3101 Automobile Blvd., Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.vette-club.org/events/302
Spring Cruise & Lunch (Saturday, June 1, 2019, 10:30AM – 2:00PM)
Join the CCA for a local spring cruise to Leesburg, VA! CCA members will meet up in Gaithersburg,
MD and cruise to Leesburg through beautiful back roads where we will eat lunch at Lightfoot Restaurant. After, we will cruise back over Point of Rocks Bridge and stop for some dessert at Rocky Point
Creamery!
Cruise Meeting Spot at Safeway – 12251 Darnestown Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20878
Lunch at Lightfoot Restaurant – 11 North King St., Leesburg, VA 20176
Dessert at Rocky Point Creamery – 4323A Tuscarora Rd., Tuscarora, MD 21790
RSVP to Devin Streight or on the website by 12:00PM Wednesday, May 29:
devinstr8@gmail.com, 240-468-8190, www.vette-club.org/events/324
June Business Meeting (Tuesday, June 11, 2019, 7:30PM – 9:00PM)
This is the club's monthly business and membership meeting with the Board and is open to all club
members. Arrive by 6:30PM for dinner & discussion.
The Greene Turtle – 15660 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville, MD 20866
www.vette-club.org/events/291
Cars & Coffee and Cruise-Ins
Meet other car enthusiasts and share your love for Corvettes and the CCA!
www.vette-club.org/carscoffee-cruiseins
Event Planning
If you have suggestions for other events or are interested in planning your own event, see: www.vette-club.org/eventplanning
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

I returned from my “vacation” to Portugal and Spain this month in time to make it to the May Business
Meeting for the club and I’m very glad that I did. We had a nice large turnout for the meeting even
though several members were at Watkins Glen for an HPDE in the cold and wet.
I just wish even more members could have attended the meeting. Jean Wade passed along updates from
the Wells/Robertson House and Caring Matters. These two local Gaithersburg organizations have been
beneficiaries of CCA chartable support for many years. If you attended the annual Winter Awards dinner
this year, or any year for the past decade, you have had an opportunity to meet the leadership and staff of
these two fine community support organizations and learn about the work that they do.
One thing that we can all be proud of as a club is that we are not just another purely social group. The
CCA has a lot of fun of course but we also give back a lot to the community, both local and across the
greater Corvette family. While we have made significant donations to the NCM and NCM Motorsports
Park, the Traffic Safety Education Foundation, and our endowment at the University of Maryland, we
also have members donating a great deal of their time as instructors at HPDE and autocross events helping members and non-members alike to become better drivers. Our efforts get noticed too.
The CCA was recognized this month in the newsletter of the Wells/Robertson House, which is the home
of the City of Gaithersburg Homeless Services Division. “The residents of Wells/Robertson House joined
thousands of others in recovery at the annual Narcotics Anonymous (NA) Convention in Ocean City,
April 12 - 14, 2019. This is an event the residents enjoy every year and it has so much to offer in regards
to fellowshipping and developing good social skills. The residents have the opportunity to attend uplifting 12 Step meetings, workshops and a dance with live music. The NA Convention is a highlight for the
residents, and to hear their testimony when they returned this year reminds us how important it is to have
these types of events as part of our program. Thank you to the Corvette Club of America for a donation that made this possible.” If you would like to check out this newsletter edition it is located here:
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1115545162202&ca=09720c44-8455-4888-81877c1682ef3c4c Look for the article titled “The City of Gaithersburg Homeless Services Division: What
We Celebrate!”
In addition, Caring Matters contacted Jean to let her know about this year’s Kids Camp for children who
have lost parents. It was held at a new facility this time, the “Bar T’ in Urbana, MD at the Mountain Side
Camp. They were able to handle nearly twice the normal number of children who have lost parents. Fifty
three children aged between 6 and 17 attended the camp. This is another example of CCA participation
where more than just money is involved. We have had CCA members go through the Caring Matters
training program to serve as camp councilors. But money is always important too. Caring Matters reported that thanks to the CCA donation this was the best and largest Kids Camp that they have held.
The next time you show up at a Cars & Coffee with your shiny Corvette or turn in a personal best on a
hot lap at the track, or even return from two plus weeks of eating and drinking your way through Portugal
and Spain, you can pat yourself on the back with the knowledge that this club, this group of people, is
very special and we make a genuine difference to those around us. I think the club’s founding members
who met on July 17, 1956 would be very proud of us today.
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Here are a couple of final notes for this month:
CCA MD License Plates
If you’re interested in obtaining Maryland CCA organizational license plates,
e-mail: license_plates@vette-club.org
Shop Amazon Smile & Support the NCM
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases to the NCM. Click this link and sign into
your Amazon account to get started: smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2519972/
Save the Wave!
Jon Thorn
CCA Corvette Courier Editor.
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Competition Director - Bill Sandusky

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - May 2019

As most of you are aware we had a couple of setbacks with renting a lot for our autocross program
and had to cancel the April event. We have ironed out all the issues and are looking forward to our
May event.
Our first event of the season will be May 19, 2019. Check the website for registration, location and
volunteer signups. Since we are at a new site, there will be a few hiccups setting up and running the
event. This is why we could use a good turnout of volunteers, even if you don’t want to autocross.
You might discover how much fun this kind of driving can be and want to try it. If not, we still need
and appreciate any volunteers. All volunteer tasks are easy and do not require any experience. In particular, anybody who just wants to volunteer and has a pickup truck would be greatly appreciated to
help move equipment from our storage location nearby to the event lot.
Earlier this month I participated in another autocross hosted by our friends at PCA at Bowie Baysox
stadium. The topic of a CCA - PCA autocross challenge was initiated for sometime in the future,
probably in 2020. More on that later.
One last item, on June 2nd, I will be helping instruct an adult driving program similar to the Teen
Street Survival Program at George Mason University. As more details become available I will pass
them along in the event you may be interested in improving your own street driving skills.
Bill Sandusky
Competition Director
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by Pat Roney

As I arrived at NCM MSP I met up with a group of my NCM buddies that were there for a surprise
party for Myra Devit’s 29th birthday. It was good seeing them all and catching up. Some were staying
for the NCM HPDE and some were just in for the party.

The hang out was Pat and Evelyn’s new trailer.

And here is Myra with her birthday present, a new “one of one” 2019 Corvette ZR1. Ted is quite the
showman as he provided a wonderful surprise birthday party in the dome at the National Corvette Museum. Ted presented Myra with a jewelry box with a velvet bag in it. When Myra squeezed the bag
the lights flashed under a car cover in the distance. As that happened, Kirk Bennion, Corvette Chief
Exterior Designer, pulled back the cover as he described how special this Corvette was that was made
especially for Myra.
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April 27 & 28, 2019

CCA was well represented at this event with 4 members making the trip and enjoying a couple of
beautiful track days. This was a sold out event with more track time than most could handle, except
our own Karl B. who was out in all of his sessions and Happy Hour. Karl said the only thing that
could have made it better was if there was a couple of rain sessions to drive in.

CCA members Karl B., Art B., Pat R., and Brian N.

Austin Self, Chin Trackdays newest Event Manager, standing tall here, briefs participants on the day’s
activities. I was honored to be Chin’s Chief Instructor for this event.
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In the back is Matt Busby, NCM MSP Track Manager, briefing us on the track rules.

And guess who was the classroom instructor? It went a lot easier than I had initially thought.
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Here is a good group of drivers
that enjoys hanging out on track
together. The black Corvette C7
Z06 (#007) was missing from
last months newsletter picture of
the McLaren and the Dodge Viper ACR so I wanted to get it
this month. Unfortunately the
Viper had issues and was already
in the trailer for this picture.

NCM at NCM MSP

April 28 & 29, 2019

CCA had a good turnout of members at this event. Members from L-R: Becky S., Gerry W., Carter S.,
Karl B., Ray D., Mike N., Andy Pilgrim (pro racer and a perfect gentleman. Even though not a CCA
member Andy accepted my invite to be in the photo with us), Pat R., Pat S., Brian N., Tom A., Ted &
Myra D. and Gobel N. Missing Art B who left early due to a tire problem.
The NCM group is one big happy family and their events are a must for me every year. These events
are the most fun and I have made every one of them since my first one in 2009.
Thanks to Tom Armstrong and his drone for this great photo of the group!
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Our NCM registration team Justin and
Paula.

Instructor Extraordinaire, Gerry W.
getting ready to help teach a driver how
to enjoy the track.
Before retiring Gerry was the Executive Coach for GM and the Corvette
Division. Gerry, who owns the maroon
C7 Corvette Z06 (which is my favorite)
is one of our newer CCA members.
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A small section of the pits.
NCM has some excellent seminars as seen here with Pro Driver Andy Pilgrim giving us some good
information about his career and the NCM track. If you get a chance to attend one of his classes, do it.
There are so many interesting aspects including the history of how Andy got into motorcycle racing in
the UK and how that led to his pro racing career. Additionally, Andy gave us insight on how to drive
the NCM track.
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Laura Klauser, Cadillac Racing Program Manager, giving us the inside story of Cadillac Racing’s
Daytona Prototypes team.
Laura coordinates the multi-team campaign in the IMSA Weathertech Prototype class to showcase
Cadillac competitiveness. She works with Dallara (chassis builder) and ECR Engines (engine builder)
to maintain competitive vehicles and ensure team support for competitiveness.
Cadillac Racing achieved the Manufacturers’ Overall and Endurance Cup Championships in 2017 and
2018 as well as Drivers Overall and Endurance Cup Championships in 2017 and 2018 with multiple
teams.
They won the Rolex 24 race in 2017, 2018, and 2019.
Laura represent Cadillac in the IMSA Manufacturers Council for balance of performance and future
racing discussions.
She grew their program to include two additional teams in 2019.
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Laura and her husband, Eric are regular participants in the NCM HPDE program as evidenced here in
this photo from the 2017 NCM HPDE at VIR with their C6 Corvette Grand Sport. I first met Eric at
the NCM at the Sebring event in 2014. He was driving a Chevy Cobalt and I made it a point to say
hello and compliment him on his driving. I think Roc Linkov had a lot to do with Eric and Laura getting involved in HPDE.
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Part of this experience at these events is listening to the pro drivers’ stories. During a discussion of
who lifts in the uphill esses at Watkins Glen, which we all admitted that we probably were not full
throttle all the way to the Bus Stop, I asked John Heinricy if he lifted. His answer was no, and then he
related the story from the 1993 IMSA 6 hour race at Watkins Glen. Heinricy was coming through the
top of the esses over 140mph and saw Johnny O’Connell diving over the guard rail. Johnny O was
driving a Nissan 300ZX Turbo and as he got to the top of the esses at about 140 to 150mph and his
teammate, Steve Millen, in another Nissan 300ZX Turbo, was blocking the track after a crash leaving
Johnny no option but to hit him full speed. It was an awful crash with Johnny’s car catching on fire.
Johnny managed to get out of the car and was trying to get to safety just as Heinricy came around the
corner. To make things even worse, a Porsche almost hit Johnny, forcing Johnny to jump over the
guard rail. I am certainly happy that flagging and safety on tracks now is much better. John Heinricy
was teamed with Andy Pilgrim in the #94 Corvette C4 ZR-1 and they went on to win their INV GT
class.
Here is a link to the crash:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98En4P1dyl4
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We broke away for a dinner with friends including Danny and Linde J.

I worked with Carter a few years ago here at the NCM track and since then Carter has had a couple of
half day sessions with Andy Pilgrim training him. Here are the fruits of working with Andy as I am
checking out Carter in the Advanced group. Carter is doing great on track and is now an Advanced
driver with the NCM group.
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I was honored to
pose with Becky and
Carter by their
bench in front of the
Holly Control
Tower Building.

Shannon T. with his
Dodge Hellcat enjoyed all 4 days on
track with us. I first
worked with Shannon at Barber Motorsports Park a couple of years ago.
Shannon is planning
on coming up for our
Chin event at Summit Point.
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And the reason I am so happy to come out to Kentucky several times a year. My granddaughter Hazy
Lu. I spent a few days before the event in Louisville visiting with my son and his family. Hazy Lu
likes to stop for ice cream after school.

And my son and I had some quality father-son time putting a roof rack on his tricked out Toyota 4
Runner.

The Corvette Courier

May 2019

Page 19

I got a chance to watch my son do a live tv show preparing a dish that he will be serving at one of the
Ashbourn Farms Kentucky Derby events. Quite a coincidence, the young lady on the right is Annie
Cobetto, niece to Chris Cobetto, NASA Mid Atlantic Regional Director. Patrick is the Executive Chef
at Ashbourn Farms, a high end destination event facility in LaGrange, KY.

FATT at SUMMIT POINT MAIN

May 3, 2019

CCA had a respectable showing at the May 3rd Friday At The Track (FATT) with 4 members attending, 3 of us instructing for the event. Karl B., Bill S. and myself were part of the instructor team,
while Southey worked on improving his track driving skills. I had the pleasure of working with
Southey which made the day even more special for me. Southey did well and is close to moving up to
the top group. It was a beautiful track day all the way up until late afternoon when the skies opened
up and the lightening forced the closing of the track.
My photo skills suffered as I focused on track and instructing. This being my 5th track day out of the
past 7 days, which included a 10 hour drive back from Bowling Green, KY, was wearing me down. I
need a track photographer.
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Bill S. under cover and out of the rain while we waited to head out.
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May 4, 2019

This was a spur of the minute event for me as I was showing the effects of too much fun. An old
friend of mine wanted to see what it was like on the track and this was the last time I would be able to
do it for awhile locally. Thanks to Mhyar A., Joe O. and Kim D. of the SCCA team for making this
happen. I especially want to thank Kim for all of the extra effort registering Becky at the event.
CCA had a good turn out for this event also with 5 members attending. April was manning the Flag
Station at turn 1 while her other half Paul, was getting some track time. I was working with my friend
Becky and Paul passed us several times. Paul really takes tracking seriously and it shows in his driving.
We had 4 members instructing for SCCA. Pat S., Nick C., Karl B. and myself. Unfortunately, I didn’t get any pictures other than my student which leaves out a big part of these events where we hang
out at the Pat S. compound and catch up. I enjoyed catching up with my buddy Nick C. as it has been
a while since we have been at the same event. Karl B. has been with me at all of the events over the
past 8 days.

Baron M. is doing an excellent job preparing the novices for the track.
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The Pat S. compound shown here where we all hang out between sessions.

You can see that Becky is excited to get out on track and have some fun. She did all 4 sessions and
improved throughout the day. She had a ball putting that Lexus through its paces.
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Becky seemed to like the Corvette better on track. I took her out on track for a couple of sessions to
reinforce the line and smoothness.
Here is a link to the event on our club schedule.
https://www.vette-club.org/events/311/
Here is the first half year of HPDE events:
May 13-14
May 17-19
May 25-26
May 27-28
Jun. 3-4
Jun. 7
Jun. 8
Jun. 14-16

Chin at Watkins Glen Pat R., Bob C., Tom A., Art B., Michael E., Michael M.
NASA at VIR
Vic O.
Chin at Pitt Race
Karl B., Ray D.
Chin at Mid-Ohio
Karl B., Ray D.
Chin at VIR
Bob C., David C.
BSR Seat Time at Summit Point Ckt.
Marko B.
Mercedes Benz at SP Shenandoah
Karl B.
PCA at Watkins Glen
Vic O.
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NCM at VIR Bob C., Pat R., Karl B., Jim W., Michael E., Steve C.,
Tom A., David C., Southey M.
FATT at Summit Point Ckt
Pat R., Karl B., Marko B.
TrackDaze at Summit Point Ckt
Karl B.

Aug. 10-11 Chin at Summit Point Main Pat R., Bob C., Bill S., Karl B., Jim W., Steve C.,
Paul D., April H., Vic O. This is our yearly CCA track event.

VISIT OUR CCA HPDE PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE
Our Website team led by April has been working their magic on our CCA website and has upgraded
the HPDE page. She has added a schedule of events our members are planning to attend as well as a
list of tracks and videos that our members have done. I am really impressed with the excellent job she
has done. Thanks for all your hard work and creativity April.
Here is a link to the new page:

https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/

WANT TO TRY YOUR CAR OUT ON TRACK?
Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, and experience, it is much more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed. If you
would like to hear more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of our
tracking group about how easy it is to give it a shot.

Tracking Schedule (Keep an eye on this schedule as it will be updated regularly). Let us know if
you would like to do one of these track days with us.
https://www.vette-club.org/hpde-track/schedule/

Pat Roney
Corvette Club of America
KEEP IT TO THE SPEED LIMIT ON THE STREET!
THE TRACK IS A MUCH SMARTER PLACE TO SEE WHAT YOUR CAR CAN DO..
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Tom’s April NJMP Track Event
By Tom Armstrong
Nita and I went to New Jersey on April 12-14 for a couple of reasons. Visit old friends and finally pay
BMW IMS back for my Instructor qualification school by instructing on Thunderbolt course at NJMP.
I had an advanced student in a prepped M3 and a new student in a brand spanking new M2 Competition.
I can’t say much for NJMP paddock. Not the best I’ve been to. Little did I know my trailer uses high
voltage to power it.
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One thing about New Jersey, there is NO easy way to get anywhere. We stayed with our friends near
Atlantic City. We visited a favorite seafood restaurant and during the conversation, it came up that our
friends father had never been on a racetrack. I of course, offered a ride if they came up. He was all in.

Saturday was a wet start. Good day for car control clinic on the track. The BMW M cars are a great
wet track car.
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So it did dry out and we had a great day. On Sunday I solo’d my advanced student. Our friends came
by for their rides. First was Dad.
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I have a standing rule-I never drive 10/10 with someone in my right seat. Also I don’t want anyone
sick either. I start out at about 5/10. Through my communicator I ask, if you want to go faster. I also
tell them to give a thumbs up if you want faster. Every lap, Dad would give an enthusiastic thumbs up.
I timed some of the passing so that we could go wheel to wheel in a couple of corners. He had a huge
grin when we finally pulled in.
Oh, by the way, he is 90 years old.
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His daughter also got a ride. Lets just say 5/10 and a couple of laps was just fine for her.

Always remember to do your after track inspections. Never know what you’ll find.
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Membership Director - Paul Donohue

CCA Membership Update
We have 165 current memberships, including 114 local, 46 long-distance, and 5 honorary memberships.
If you have suggestions for me or the club, please send them to feedback@vette-club.org.

New Memberships
Name
John M.
Janny D. & Bryan G.
Joe & Sondra G.
Carter & Becky S.
Myra & Ted D.
Mike N. & Gerry W.
Joshua D.
Gobel N.
Mitchell O.

Location
Corvette
Daytona B. S., FL
2001 & 1985 Coupes
Norfolk, MA
2019 Black Conv.
Bloomsburg, PA
2019 White Coupe
Princeton, IL
2016 Z06, 2017 GS
Roswell, GA
1967 , 2007 Z06
Skokie, IL
2015 Z06, 2015 Z06
Delaware, OH
2019 Gray GS
Shepherdsville, KY 2007 Black Z06
Fort Washington, MD 2019 Black ZR1

Referrer
Join Date
Other Website 04/18/2019
CCA Website 05/01/2019
CCA Website 05/01/2019
Pat R.
05/02/2019
Pat R.
05/02/2019
Pat R.
05/02/2019
CCA Website 05/04/2019
Pat R.
05/05/2019
CCA Website 05/07/2019

Thank you to Myra & Ted, Mike & Gerry, and Mitchell for the additional donations.
Mike is the Chairman of the Board for the NCM Motorsports Park.
Gerry was an Executive Coach and Performance Cars Team Manager for GM.
Myra and Ted serve as Grid Marshall for the NCM events.
Carter and Gobel are excellent and well-respected drivers on the track.
Paul Donohue
Membership Director
www.vette-club.org/membership
membership@vette-club.org
240-720-7816
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

The NCM Spring Giving 2019 Campaign is
on! Support your NCM. Information here.

Not an NCM Member?
Become one!
Learn More!

National Corvette Museum Events Calendar and Registration is located here.
Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, ncmambassador@vette-club.org, 301-949-2464
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Editor’s note:
Here are a couple of useful notes from our sponsor RockAuto. Van provided these and it would be
great if he would keep up the good work! You can also check out their newsletter yourself at:
https://www.rockauto.com/Newsletter/
You know if you are a car guy or gal because the fridge in your kitchen will be covered with magnets
like this:

-Jon

Brake Fluid Trivia
Submitted by Van
Here's a tidbit of information I received from my monthly Rock Auto (one of our amazing sponsors)
Newsletter.
DOT 5 brake fluid has the advantage of not absorbing water, but it has a major drawback that led to
the formulation of DOT 5.1, another glycol ether based brake fluid like DOT 3 and DOT 4.
What is the disadvantage of DOT 5 brake fluid that limits its use?
A. DOT 5 brake fluid contains a polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon that quickly dissolves nylon and
other common, low cost thermoplastics used in brake system seals and parts.
B. Even a low pressure transfer pump can force hyponitrous oxide (laughing gas) distillates to separate from DOT 5 brake fluid and negatively impact mechanics' professional demeanor.
C. DOT 5 brake fluid is silicone based and cannot be used in anti-lock braking systems (ABS). The
rapid changes in pressure as ABS cycles tends to turn silicone fluid into a useless foam.
Answer: C. DOT 5 brake fluid is silicone based and cannot be used in anti-lock braking systems
(ABS). The rapid changes in pressure as ABS cycles tends to turn silicone fluid into a useless foam.
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Cracked Parking Brake Shoes (by RockAuto)
Submitted by Van
I thought this was relevant for Corvette owners because our parking brakes are contained within the
rear rotors. Obviously, we are not alone in that respect. Pretty much, any car with rear disk brakes
will have this arrangement.
After years suffering as a Hertz rental car and decades schlepping through rush
hour traffic, my wife's '93 Ford Tempo deserves a cozy garage and occasional
jaunts to car shows on sunny weekends. Instead, it gets to experience another
learners permit holding teenager behind its steering wheel. April's drivers education tip is do not drive with the parking brake partially engaged.
The extreme heat that builds up when the brake pads or brake shoes are constantly dragging can cause the pad/shoe metal backing plates to flex and the
brake pads/shoes to crack (see the photo of the brake shoes off my wife's '93
Ford). This destruction can happen in less than five miles (8 km) or about the time it takes to notice
you are pressing the gas pedal harder than usual and/or that something smells like it is burning.
The brake shoes on my wife's '93 Ford both stop the car and serve as the parking brake. Vehicles with
rear disc brakes often have dedicated parking brake pads/shoes. Those can heat up and crack as well if
the parking brake is left partially engaged.
Cracked brake pads/shoes are not a cheap way to get high tech
chamfers and slots. Chunks of cracked brake material can fall
off (see photo) leading to reduced braking performance, noise
and damage to the brake rotor or drum.
When replacing brake pads/shoes damaged by heat, it is a
good idea to inspect the brake rotor/drum for residue, cracks or
other damage. I also inspected the wheel bearings and applied
fresh grease (found in the "Brake & Wheel Hub" category of
the "Tools & Universal Parts" tab).
Also be sure not to dampen a budding car enthusiast's enthusiasm by fussing too much. If the Tempo can patiently keep on
going then so can I!
Tom Taylor,
RockAuto.com

The Corvette Courier

May 2019 Page 34

Sponsor Directory
The Corvette Club of America is indebted to our sponsors. Without their help and support the club
simply would not exist. We maintain an area on our website to recognize the help they provide to us
and we encourage you to review this information. If your needs for products or services align with
their offerings please be sure to check them out and let them know that you heard about them from
the CCA. Each one has our unconditional recommendation. Click on a logo for more information.

Charities
The CCA has a long history of philanthropic and charitable support. From the earliest days of the
club, there has always been a strong desire to give back to the community. The present day CCA
continues that heritage through a combination of direct donations to worthy charities and volunteering of member's time and effort. Currently our principle efforts are focused toward these nine organizations and activities. While the CCA occasionally provides support for other organizations,
many of these nine have been on our principal list for a decade or more. The “Charities” link above
will take you to detailed information on the CCA website.
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The Corvette Club of America is proud
to be exclusively associated with Sport
Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Contact Kyle Bacon, General Sales Manager for a new or used car - (240)560-5540

The Corvette Club of America was founded by
John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet
dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of
1957 the club changed its name from the Capital
Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America,
since it was the intent of the members to make the
club a national organization. Before the end of the
following year the club had over one hundred members.

President
Kelly Ryan
(240)601-6045
Vice President
Art Bell
(410)808-4000
Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
Membership Director
Paul Donohue
(240)720-7816
NCM Ambassador
Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Competition Director
Bill Sandusky
(301)801-7519
Parliamentarian
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Webmaster
April Hussey
(240)720-7816
Member-at-Large
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the
formation of the National Council of Corvette
Clubs which today has about 19,000 members and
is the largest non-profit association of Corvette Clubs in the United States. For a variety of reasons, the
CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 and was awarded club #1 for its efforts in establishing
the organization.
In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it would terminate its 50 year membership at the end of
the year. There were a number of factors but the CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the
National Corvette Museum would provide more benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and
charitable activities.

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed of individuals both male and female, young and old, that share
a common interest, America’s Sports Car - The Corvette!
The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885
Copyright 2019, Corvette Club of America, Inc.
Second Place winner of the National Corvette Museum Newsletter Contest: 2015, 2018.

