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Spring is Finally Here...I Hope! 
 

 
As we all know March and April can deliver very unpredictable weather. I am crossing my fingers that we 

are passed the snow and ice part and into the warm sunny days. We need the good weather for our first 

Autocross of the season on Sunday, April 23rd at Lincoln Technical College in Columbia, MD. You can 

check on our website - www.vette-club.org to get all of the information  for this and all CCA events. 

 

April 20th, 21st and 22nd is Spring Carlisle. I have met up with friends at this event for years and really en-

joy it. For me it is a sign that winter is gone and the car season has returned! 

  

May 6th and 7th is the return of Tire Rack Inc. sponsored "TRSS" Teen Driver Education at Lincoln Tech. 

This is supported by BMWoA, NVCC and CCA. Please look for the flyer in  this edition of the "Corvette 

Courier".  We will also need volunteers for this activity. Sign up to help if you can. 

 

May 21st is our next Autocross at LTC.  Remember to "Preregister" for these events.  When you 

"Preregister" you not only save money but you enable the people running the events - Think Car Show - as  

well as AX to anticipate attendance. Give it a try! The new web site makes it easier than ever. 

 

Speaking of the Car Show, our 44th Annual Car Show is scheduled for June 4th at our Fantastic Sponsor 

"Sport Chevrolet". As always we will be needing volunteers to move cars on Saturday. Sunday the club 

members are really needed for many positions including: Registration, Placing the cars in the lot, Check In 

and others.  Oh!! and we also need CCA's beautiful Corvettes for the show!! The Flyers and Posters will be 

available shortly after Easter. 

   

Corvette 
Courier 

file:///D:/Users/Jon/Documents/CCA/CCA%20Newsletter/2017/April%202017/Background/www.vette-club.org
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Please keep these dates on your calendar: 

 

April 11th - Membership Meeting - New Location, The Greene Turtle in Burtonsville, MD. 

 

April 23rd - AX at Lincoln Technical College, see page 17. 

 

April 25th  - Shop Night at Sport Chevrolet 

 

May 6th & 7th - Tire Rack Street Survival Teen  Driving School, see page 18. 

 

I  ask all of the CCA membership to Participate and Enjoy the good people of the Corvette Club of 

America! You will not have any regrets! 

 

Keep the Drive Safe and Enjoy Your Corvette, 

 

Bob Atwell   

2017 President, Corvette Club of America 
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Membership Director - Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

Welcome our Happy New Members:      Sponsor: 

 

Scott Garieri   Stubridge, MA 15 red cp c7   web 

Tim & Sharon Friesen  Cloves, CA  03 Anniv. burg C    web 

Ted Krensavage  Portsmouth, RI Looking   web 

Leslie Lemish   Great Falls, VA 07 C6 conv Atomic orange web 

       59 C1 Conv. Crown Saffire 

David Smail   Staunton, VA  16 C7 black Z51   Roney 

Grafton Dietz   Woodbine, MD 13 C6 white Conv.  Facebook 

Lawrence Miloscia  Waynesboro, PA Looking   Web 

 

Tim Friesen has own 6 corvettes. Previous sold the others to raise family. 

David Smail has owned 16 Corvettes. 

          

Membership new pricing $50.  All renewals will be $50 whether it is one or two persons.  

 

 

CCA License Plates. rick@rdroe.com  Orders must be paid in full.   

 

CCA events coming up don’t miss out on all the fun 

 

April. 11th Business Meeting. 7:30 New location Greene Turtle 15660 Old Columbia Pike Burtonsville, 

 MD 20866. Golden Bull has Closed.  See page 39. 

April 23rd Autocross 8am-4pm flyer in this edition on page 17. 

 

April 25th Shop Night at Sport. 6:30-9:00  See page 39. 

 

May 6th & 7th Tire Rack Street Survival Teen Driving School, see page 18. 

 

May 6th 10-4, Rain Date May 13th Annual Jacob Dennis Memorial Car Show 

 Clarksburg High School, 22500 Wims Rd.  

 All makes $20 entry fee.  Walk in free. 

 Top 50 trophies and dash plaques to the 1st 100. 

 

Jimmy Cone Cruise-in 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. 

 6:00 PM until dark. Mt. Airy, MD. Parking lot of Jimmy Cone and Southern States. 

 

Cars N Coffee Bethesda near Montgomery Mall. Corner Bakery parking lot.  

 8am - 10am Every Saturday. Free coffee. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rick@rdroe.com
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Katies Cars & Coffee Cruise-In Village Center, 760 Walker Rd, Great Falls, VA 

 Arrive by 6:30am to get a parking space. 

 

 

Want to sponsor an event for the Club? Please contact me so we can discuss your ideas. 

 

Jean Wade, Membership Director 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 20872 

vettehon@aol.com 301-253-6074 

2000 Red Coupe 1 Red Hot 

mailto:vettehon@aol.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn 

 

 

CCA members, we have two events coming up that certainly can benefit from some additional volunteer 

help. The first event is our April 23rd Autocross Test and Tune. Among other things, we can use help 

with course setup and take down. Depending on registration we may even need help at the corner sta-

tions. This will be a little different than our standard autocross events because the focus will be on pro-

viding more runs. Timing will be available but the focus will be on practice and testing so we will not be 

crowning “winners”. If you can help out please contact Stephen Catlin, competition@vette-club.org  The 

flyer for this event is on page 17.  The second event that you could help us with is the Tire Rack Street 

Survival Teen Driving School on May 6th and May 7th. Experience is not necessary but if you have 

worked a previous Teen Driving School we really could use your help again. The flyer with full informa-

tion is on page 18. It has a link to sign up students and another to sign up as a volunteer. 

 

We are in the process of increasing the CCA presence on both our Facebook Closed Group (search in 

Facebook on Corvette Club of America) and our open Facebook Page (search in Facebook on Corvette 

Club of America, Inc). If you participate in Facebook, please check out both of them. If you are a CCA 

member and are locked out, please request admission to the closed group. 

 

Our Web Team is doing a fantastic job on the new website. If you have not looked it over recently you 

really should. Be sure to see April’s Webmaster Report to get the latest news on the changes and im-

provements. This month she has a request that you update your profile. Check it out on page 16. 

 

Save the Wave ! 

 

Jon Thorn, CCA Corvette Courier Editor 

newsletter@vette-club.org 

 

 

mailto:competition@vette-club.org
mailto:newsletter@vette-club.org
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Competition Director -  Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report - April 2017 

Our first autocross event of the season is just around the corner. For those of you like me whose car 

has been hibernating all winter it is time to sign up and come out to our test and tune on April 23rd at 

Lincoln College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asphalt smooth enough to bring out the show car and compete! Too bad this year Denise P. 

swapped her FTD-  

Flyers for our 1st Test & Tune event on April 23rd and our 1st official Autocross event on May 21st are 

attached to the newsletter, and online registration is open on our new website at www.corvette-

club.org. The flyers and registration links can also be found on our new website on the calendar page. 

Just click on the links, check out the details and sign up! Note that we have streamlined car classifica-

tion this year to the following. Please register under the appropriate classification. 

 

 

http://www.corvette-club.org
http://www.corvette-club.org
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CCA AUTOCROSS CLASSIFICATION 2017 

C3 -Any C1-C3 Corvette 

C4 -Any C4 Corvette 

C6 -Any base C5-C6 Corvette 

C7 -Any base C7 Corvette 

CZ -Any C5-C7 Grand Sport, Z06 or ZR1 Corvette 

OF -Open Class non-Corvette Front Wheel Drive Cars 

OR -Open Class non-Corvette Rear Wheel Drive Cars 

OA -Open Class non-Corvette AWD Cars 

Finally, to better ensure that these events have less snafus than last year several of our Board members 

again went out to Lincoln College on April 9th to set up our next course and test out the timing equip-

ment with both new directional antennas attached. The testing was a success! We hope to see a large 

contingent of our CCA members come out and attend our events this year! 

Until next month... 

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director 

catlin3@verizon.net  

703-220-1136 

mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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HIGH PERFORMANCE DRIVING EVENTS     by Pat Roney 
 

 

Summit Point Friday At The Track    3/24/2017 
 

Freezing rain is a terrible way to start off a FATT or any other HPDE day. 

 

Tom A., Bill S and I represented CCA at this event.  Many other regulars were smarter and stayed 

home and warm.  The weather did work with us after lunch and it turned out to be a nice day.  This 

was the first time for the new 5 group format and it ran pretty smooth thanks to the efforts of the BSR 

team. 
 

 
This picture of an instructor under his umbrella in the freezing rain with a brave Corvette driver ven-

turing out for some fun. 
 

 
A group of hardy instructors braving the weather to help drivers improve their bad weather driving 

skills. 
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I worked with a driver in a Ford Focus ST and he did well.  The car was great for the track, especially 

in the freezing rain. 
 

 
Bill and I stopped off for a snack on the way home. 
 

 

AUDI CLUB NORTH AMERICA POTOMAC/CHESAPEAKE DE   

March 25 & 26, 2017 
 

Cool, but much better weather than yesterday morning for the FATT event. 

 

Theo, between instructing students, was driving his Ford Focus ST on Saturday and his Corvette C7 

Z07 Sunday. 
 

  
Adam R, Sean F, Brad B, Nick C, Bob C, Theo H and myself after the drivers meeting.  Bob C, Theo 

H and myself are CCA members and Nick C is in the process of joining our club now. 
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The Audi Club was short on instructors so Bob C came up to help out.  It sounds like he had a good 

time working with a student in an Audi R8.  Theo, Nick and Sean were also instructing for this event. 

 

 
Sean’s camp with a few of the Corvettes parked. 
 

 
A very nice Porsche GT3 Cup car heading out on track.  There were several of these beautiful cars at 

this event. 
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One of Goldie’s trademarks is handing out cold beers to the drivers coming off of the track after the 

last session when the track is closed on Saturday. 

 
Goldie and his assistant handing out cold beers after the last session of the day. 
 

 
More cold beers after a hard day on track. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier April 2017    Page 12 

 
Nick C in his new Corvette Grand Sport.  Nick is in the process of joining CCA.  Nick does a lot of 

track days instructing for many groups.  He is a top notch instructor.  Check out the September 2016 

newsletter page 22 where Nick was photographed doing a brake job for his student in order to keep 

them both safe.  Nick is way above the norm. 
 

 
David C and David S with their Remington Sanford Racing Corvette.  They are both becoming CCA 

members.  Check out avid S’s smile behind those sun glasses.  Sure enough he had been up to his 

tricks again as I found the “R” in blue tape on the back of my car.  Do you think that David could have 

been involved with the “RUNNER” blue tape on my car at NCM? 
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Finally, someone older than me at the track.  Bruce was a pilot in Viet Nam and flew the famous Puff 

the Magic Dragon plane that got many of our troups out of trouble with its incredible fire power. 

 

 
Sean heading home after a hard weekend of tracking. 
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Please remember to keep it to the speed limit and stay alert on the street as, in my opinion, it is much 

more dangerous at the speed limit on the street than on the track at speed.  If you would like to hear 

more about the tracking experience, please feel free to ask myself, or any one of our tracking group 

about how easy it is to give it a shot. 
 

Tracking Schedule 
April 1&2    Chin Motorsports at NCM MSP. 

April 8&9  Chin Motorsports at Barber Motorsports Park. 

April 17 & 18  Hooked On Driving at Watkins Glen 

April 27&28  NCM at NCM MSP 

May 5   FATT at Summit Point Main 

May 15 & 16  Chin at Watkins Glen 

June 2   FATT at Summit Point Main 

June 5 & 6  Chin at VIR 
 

 

 
Pat Roney 

Corvette Club of America 

Runner??  It was a victory lap. 
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/joint-fundraising-event-nets-over-13000-for-trooper-island-camp/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/corvette-cave-in-exhibit-opens-on-two-year-anniversary-of-museum-sinkhole/
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Webmaster - April Hussey 

Webmaster Report 

If you haven’t done so already, please sign into your account on the website and update the questionnaire 

on your membership application. Instructions are in the Webmaster Report in the March Newsletter and 

on the website. There are four check boxes in the first section of the membership application which allow 

you to hide certain personal information in the member directory. Selecting “Hide in Search” hides all of 

your personal information including your name and I recommend you leave this box un-checked. You 

may opt to check any of the other boxes to separately hide your home address, e-mail address, and/or 

phone number. The member directory is only visible to fellow CCA members who are signed into the 

website and no one from the general public can see this information. Therefore, in an effort to keep the 

directory private, you are required to set a secure password when you first sign into your account. This is 

to protect both your personal information and that of other club members. 

 

When registering for an event or paying membership fees, you have the option to pay online by selecting 

the “PayPal or Credit Card” payment option. When you select this option you are automatically redi-

rected to PayPal’s website since we use PayPal to process both forms of payment. If the e-mail address 

you provided on the CCA website form has a PayPal account associated with it, then you’ll see the Pay-

Pal log-in page, but you still have the option to skip log-in and pay with a credit card instead. If the e-

mail address you provided is not associated with a PayPal account, then you’ll see a page asking for your 

credit card information, but you still have the option to sign into PayPal with another e-mail address or to 

create a PayPal account. You do not need to create or sign into a PayPal account if you simply want to 

pay by credit card. 

 

April’s Member Spotlight features Bill S. who recounts his experiences traveling across the northwestern 

states during the Rally North America Big Sky Rally in July, 2016. 

If you want to be featured in the Member Spotlight, send me an e-mail with your story and 1-5 pictures 

before the first of the month. Your story can be anything about you and your Corvette: your membership 

with the CCA, when you first met your Corvette, events you participated in with your Corvette, how you 

came to love Corvettes, or projects you’re working on. 

 

Since the new website went live on February 23rd, we’ve had ten new members join by completing the 

online membership application! 

 

Reminders 

 The new website can be accessed using any of these three URLs: 

 www.corvetteclubofamerica.org (not .com!) 

 www.vette-club.org 

 www.vette-club.com 

 Club e-mails are now sent from mail@vette-club.org instead of corvetteclubofamerica@yahoo.com. If you have not re-

ceived any CCA e-mails in the past month or are getting them too late, let me know. 

 Pre-registration for the April 23rd and May 21st autocross events are also open online and can be accessed by locating 

these events in the calendar.Send me your technical/DIY/how-to articles as well as any recommendations and resources 

for Corvette-related parts and services to put in our member’s only section of the website. 

 If you’d like to contribute written descriptions, recaps, or photos for upcoming or recent events, please e-mail me. 

April Hussey,  CCA Webmaster, webmaster@vette-club.org   

https://archives.vette-club.org/newsletters/2017-03.pdf
https://www.vette-club.org/articles/2017-03-e/
https://www.vette-club.org/articles/2017-04-spotlight/
https://www.vette-club.org/events/month/
mailto:webmaster@vette-club.org
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Tire Rack Street Survival 
Teen Driving School

Northern Virginia Corvette Club, the Corvette Club of America
And the BMW National Chapter Club welcome you on

Saturday May 6th & Sunday May 7th
8:00 AM - 5 PM

Lincoln College, 9325 Snowden River Pkwy, Columbia, MD 
RAIN OR SHINE

PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS:  What you need to know to participate
• At least ONE parent or guardian MUST stay with their young adult driver.
• Please be on time; those who are late will NOT be able to participate.
• No pets are allowed….   Other requirements can be found in the registration information.

What is a Tire Rack Street Survival School ?         Sign up: www.streetsurvival.org. 

Students, sign on to http://streetsurvival.org and search for Upcoming Street Survival Schools for May 6 and May  7, 2017
You will be given detailed directions to the site after you register. 

Event Volunteers can sign up at: http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/trss-bmw-nvcc-cca-volunteer-signup-may-17-
events-lincoln-college-of-172460 Parents are more then welcome to help with cones, etc.

If you have any questions about this event, please email chiefinstructor@nvcorvetteclub.com

CLASSROOM
Short presentations – Car dynamics, correct seating positions, typical distractions, plus an 
overview of the day’s activities 

THRESHOLD BRAKING
Students are taught proper techniques of car control while  braking  in a straight line and 
while the car is in a turn.

SLALOM
Medium speed serpentine course through safety pylons laid out to highlight car control 
methods, eye - hand movements, “ocular driving skills” and car control in reverse.

SKID PAD
A wet, slippery circular course used to educate students on loss of traction and 
demonstrate front and rear skid recovery techniques.  

CAR CARE
Basic identification of the dip stick, where to add oil, how to check radiator caps, 
windshield washer fluid levels, brake and power steering reservoirs.  Includes  discussion 
of v-belts vs serpentine belts, tire inflation, brake pads, what a car jack looks like, and an 
important exercise for properly setting side and rearview mirrors.

Tire Rack Street Survival® is open to licensed and permitted drivers ages 15 – 21. 

Forms, schedules and more information can be found online at www.streetsurvival.org. 
Look for the two labeled “Lincoln College of Technology”.  The cost is $75 per student and 
some insurance companies offer premium discounts to graduates.
The program is in its 15th year having trained 19,600 new drivers. 100 schools were 
completed in 2015 and the goal for 2016 is over 125 nationally.
For the 10th year, Michelin North America is supporting the Street Survival program by 
providing funding for pavement rental for each school throughout the United States. That 
is no small task, given that this year the Tire Rack Street Survival schools plan to offer its 
training to teens all across the U.S.

The TRSS event is a whole day of excitement that provides young adults with hands on, real world driving experiences 
within the safety of a closed course environment.  
Our highly experienced instructors ride with each student and a parent in your car to provide one-on-one instruction for 
specific car control exercises.  This individualized coaching allows students to learn at their own pace and drive within their 
comfort level.

Why we do this? 
Inexperience is the number one cause of auto accidents in young adults. The following exercises are conducted to 

provide car control experience that is directly transferrable to everyday driving.

http://www.streetsurvival.org/
http://streetsurvival.org/
http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/trss-bmw-nvcc-cca-volunteer-signup-may-17-events-lincoln-college-of-172460
mailto:chiefinstructor@nvcorvetteclub.com
http://bmwccafoundation-trss.cmail20.com/t/t-i-djtdgy-l-y/
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A Trip of a Lifetime 
 

For a Corvette Racing fan there is really no other way than the title to describe a trip to Le Mans for 

the famous 24-hour race. Evelyn and I went on the first NCM Museum in Motion event to the Le 

Mans race in 2011. The tour has been growing in popularity since the beginning. This year, I am 

happy to say that the tour is already sold out. This is not a trip that you really want to do on your 

own. Just obtaining Le Mans tickets is an issue because the ACO opens sales to members first. Then 

there is the issue of housing, transportation, parking (if you are there with a car) meals, and just 

knowing what is going on. It will take you two or three trips on your own to be comfortable and get 

the most out of the experience. What makes it so difficult? For the couple of weeks surrounding the 

race the town population grows by about a quarter million people. To put this in perspective, the local 

population more than doubles. It really is best to attend with a bunch of Corvette fans and let the 

NCM handle the logistics. In addition you will have unparalleled access to the Corvette paddock. 

 

This is not something you do on the spur of the moment. June will be here shortly so I am going to 

take a little space in this edition to run an article by Cary Thomas describing the 2016 MiM trip to 

Le Mans. I hope it will get you interested in making the trip with the NCM in the next couple of 

years.  

 

I’ve done a little reformatting of Cary’s article for our newsletter. You can find the original here: 

http://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2016/12/remembrances-of-le-mans-2016.html  Many thanks to 

Charley Robertson for sending the article out to her C7RCENTRAL mailing list. 

 

Remembrances of Le Mans 2016 
 

2016 was the year that I was able to go to the Mecca of sports car racing, Le Mans. Since Corvette 

Racing began winning races there back in 1960, I have dreamed of going to see the ultimate automo-

bile endurance race. Thanks to my wife, Nancy, and the National Corvette Museum, I can finally 

check off this bucket list item. But the trip to France was so much more than watching a race – it in-

volved experiencing Paris, northern France, Corvette legends, Corvette fans, and a new cadre of Cor-

vette friends. And I learned something of significance. 

 

The National Corvette Museum (NCM) tour was chronicled in an earlier post and retold in the NCM 

Magazine, “America’s Sports Car”. 

 

50 NCM patrons made the trip to Le Mans, and each one of them has their own Corvette story. I want 

to share a few of them with you. 

 

The Le Mans track is huge – one circuit around is about 8 1/2 miles. The Grandstands are mostly cen-

tered at the start/finish line, but there are bleachers throughout the complex. Tickets are sold on a 

general admission basis (no reserved seats) or admission with seats in assigned grandstands. Al-

though other events are held at the Le Mans track throughout the year, the 24 Hours race is the pre-

mier, significant event. Races have been held here since 1923 making it one of the oldest continu-

ously operated endurance tracks in the world, similar to our own Indianapolis 500 dating back to 

1911. 

 

http://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2016/12/remembrances-of-le-mans-2016.html
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For people who are lucky or wealthy enough to rent accommodations near the track, or are pampered 

with huge luxury motor coaches, the experience is luxurious. Everyone else is relegated to the sur-

rounding area camping in fields and sleeping in rented tents. Prior to our trip, France had endured 

significant periods of rain resulting in a muddy, Boy Scout-like experience for the campers. Our 

group was happy that the NCM provided a deluxe hotel in Angers, bus service to transport us to and 

from the track each day, and an awesome Corvette Corral reception area. 

 

FRIDAY, June 17, 2016:  

Our tour group arrived at the track on Friday morning to experience the pre-race festivities. Our hosts 

included General Motors executives, the local Corvette Club (who furnished the Corvette Corral, and 

lots of food), and Corvette owners from all over Europe. We began the day with a visit to Pit Row. 

Upon entering the interior of the track the NCM group immediately encountered legendary Corvette 

driver Ron Fellows (who offers the Corvette Driving School in Pahrump, Nevada, where a surprising 

number of our tour group has gone for the Corvette Driving experience). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Ron Fellows poses with the NCM Tour Group at the Le Mans Track 

 

Along pit row, all the fans were peering into the garages of their favorite cars. We gathered at the 

Corvette garages watching the final preparations for the start of the race on Saturday. Nearby were 

the souvenir and apparel shops. The track was as crowded as Disneyland on a summer day. In the 

early afternoon we re-

turned to the Corvette 

Corral for a pre-race rally 

and to meet three of the 

six drivers. 
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   Meeting the Corvette drivers at the Corvette Corral 

 

Next on agenda was transportation to the town of Le Mans for the “Parade of the Pilots” a long-

standing tradition of the Le Mans Race. A few of us received grandstand seats with the dignitaries, 

courtesy of GM, affording us a close up view of the parade entrants and the TV personalities. Our 

greatest thrill was seeing Tommy Milner, Oliver Gavin, and Jordan Taylor interviewed on French TV 

at the reviewing stand. 
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  The streets of the town were mobbed as everyone wanted to be part of the  

  pageantry of cars and drivers. 

 

SATURDAY, June 18, 2016:  

Our tour group returned to the track early Saturday morning ready to witness the race. Our first stop 

was to see the "museum" dedicated to American drivers and American race cars. The Briggs Cun-

ningham Corvettes were featured as part of early American history at Le Mans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our tickets, also courtesy of GM, were issued in a few groups occupying seats in grandstands be-

tween the Start/Finish line and Turn 1. After a few hours of race day shopping, we made our way to 

our seats filled with anticipation. 
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As the official Rolex clock approached the scheduled starting time the wind began to howl and tor-

rential rains began pelting the track and fans. The downpour continued past 3:00 PM, the scheduled 

start of the race. The race officials decided to start the race on time, but for the safety of the drivers 

under a full course caution with all the cars following the pace car around the track. The rain finally 

subsided after about 30 minutes. Then the real racing began. While the cards had been stacked 

against Corvette (and all the other GTLM cars by one deceitful entry), the result of the race was a 

foregone conclusion. Regardless, Corvette enthusiasts cheered on our favorite sports car hoping for 

some "race luck". 

 

What was the significance of this event to the NCM participants? Here are a few reflections that my 

Corvette-loving friends have allowed me to share with you. 

 

Greg and Zach Rupcic “Father – Son Team” (Michigan): Greg (father) and Zach (son) made the trip 

as the only father-son couple in our NCM group. Greg last visited Paris in 1966 when he took leave 

from his post in Germany while on a tour of duty with the US Army, just before he left for Vietnam. 

It was very cool for him to return to Paris 50 years later to take a photo with Zach on the Eiffel Tower 

on the same spot he stood in 1966. The photos below show the “then” and “now”. 
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Greg has loved Corvettes all his life. For eleven years 
he has been watching the Corvettes race at the Road 
America track in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. Conven-
iently, he only lives 87 miles from the track. But this 
was his first trip to Le Mans. Together, Greg and Zach 
stayed through the night to watch the entire race. 

Everyone has a “first ride in a Corvette” story, but 
Greg’s is special. “All my life I loved Corvettes but 
never even got a ride in one. Then my wife bought me 
a Corvette for my sixtieth birthday. My first and only. 
I ordered a blue coupe with the Z51 package from the 

factory. When the dealer asked if I wanted to take one out for a test ride I said ‘no thanks’. I wanted 
my first Corvette ride to be in my own car. A few of my friends were amazed I didn't take a Corvette 
out for a test drive to see if I'd like it. I said, ‘are you kidding? It's a Corvette, the car I loved and 
wished for all my life’. I'll always remember the feeling of driving home from the Chevy dealer with 
my new Corvette. I was totally amazed with the power and handling of this car!” 

Karen Renfrow and Mandy Ellingson “Mother – Daughter Team” (Kentucky): Karen (mother) 
and Mandy (daughter) made the trip as the only mother-daughter couple in our NCM group. Karen 
has been an employee of the National Corvette Museum for almost eleven years and, for this trip, 
was our official tour coordinator. Having an “insider” at the Museum was a real asset as we navigated 
all the complexities of taking 50 Corvette Fans to France. Mandy was a wonderful addition. 

Karen and her husband, Jimmy, own a 60th Anniversary Grand Sport Coupe. 
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When I asked Karen and Mandy what the Le Mans Trip meant to them, Karen said, “Trip of a lifetime. 
Unforgettable Experience!” 

Mandy echoed her sentiments, “Yes, Le Mans was definitely a trip of a lifetime, I would agree. I love 
absorbing different cultures, as well as being in the company of people with passions other than my 
own, so it was a great experience to be among Corvette enthusiasts! The entire trip with the muse-
ums, Normandy, with knowledgeable guides was a true experience I would never be able to recreate. 
I’m thankful to have the opportunity to be part of it and meet such a great group of people!” 

Eve Thompson (Florida): Of the 50 NCM Tour participants, only one had been to Le Mans – 
Eve Thompson, wife of legendary Corvette Driver Dick Thompson. Eve has been around racing, 
race tracks, and race drivers all her life. 

While Dick was inducted into the Le Mans Drivers Hall of Fame in 2013, he was unable to travel 
to Paris for the ceremony, and instead, was inducted in a small ceremony in his living room, with 
Eve, by a Le Mans Official. Later that year a tape of the presentation was shown to a very enthusi-
astic audience at the inaugural race meeting at the Texas Motor Speedway. Dick died on Septem-
ber 14, 2014. 

Don, Shirley, Nancy and I were blessed to be able to learn so much from Eve about Le Mans. Af-
ter traveling with her throughout Paris and France, it was great to finally get to the track. Eve 
joined us as we walked to the pits on Friday to tell us first-hand all about the track and the pag-
eantry. 
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Everywhere we went at Le Mans, Corvette celebrities would see Eve and stop to give her a warm 
greeting. Here is a typical photo – Ron Fellows, legendary Corvette Racing Driver, with Eve. 

Notice the way-cool matching jackets? Only the famous or lucky own these jackets! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don and Shirley Kingery (California): Nancy and I have no 
dearer friends than Don and Shirley Kingery, who live near us 
in Carlsbad, California! We share many passions including fly-
ing, classic Corvettes, new Corvettes, automobile racing, and 
good wine. Nancy was one of the first people who got wind of 
the proposed NCM trip to Le Mans in early 2016, and she im-
mediately contacted Don and Shirley to see if they would join 
us. Instantly they said, “Heck Yes!” Don and Shirley have trav-
eled the world with the airlines, and had been to Paris many 
times, but the four of us agreed that a trip to France and Le 
Mans together, especially with 50 Corvette Faithful, was an op-
portunity not to be missed! 

 

Don bought his first Corvette, a red 1965 roadster 327/350, 
while at the U.S. Navy Top Gun School in Miramar, California. 
Don has owned at least one model of every generation of Cor-
vette (except the C4) from his fully restored 1962 up to the 
modern cars. He currently owns two Corvettes: a beautifully 
restored 1967 Big Block Roadster and his newest Corvette, a 
2016 Shark Grey Stingray. An equally enthusiastic racing fan, 
Shirley has many fond memories of watching and meeting the 
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World’s best drivers. Together they have watched races all across the USA and in Europe, including 
Formula One. They took us to the Monterey Historic races last year and “showed us the ropes” for 
both the races and the auctions. Then in April, 2016, the four of us went with another friend to the 
Ron Fellows Driving School –what a blast! We always have fun with Don and Shirley, even though 
the energy consumed by the four of us sometimes leaves each of us exhausted! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I asked Don what this trip meant to him and Shirley, he said, “After following Le Mans most 
of my adult life, I finally got there. Definitely a bucket list event! In some ways the setting was 
more primitive than expected (tents and sleeping bags everywhere, muddy access roads) and some 
ways more sophisticated (crazy balance-of-performance science). One of the best parts was the ac-
cess we had to the teams, cars and drivers. This is the opposite of rigid and restrictive Formula 1 
races where you can't get close to anything!” 

 

Charley Robertson (Florida) and Janet Curran (California): You will never find a more de-
voted pair of Corvette Racing fans than Charley Robertson and Janet Curran. 

I had met Janet years ago when we both participated in the NCM “Jay Leno Tour”. Out of the 50 
NCM members on the Le Mans trip, Janet and I were the only ones who had done both tours. Janet 
is very active in arranging and conducting Corvette events from her base in Southern California. 
Janet owns a 2015 Corvette. 

Charley is best known to the Corvette community as the person who keeps Corvette news continu-
ously updated in social media (Facebook, email, 
Twitter, and more). She attends as many Corvette 
races per year as possible, traveling far and wide from 
her home in the Florida panhandle. Charley owns 
2009, 2011, and 2014. 

Charley and Janet met years ago at the creation of the 
C5 Registry, which evolved into a listserve and more 
social media. Although they lived on different coasts, 
they exchanged lots of Corvette Racing information 
by email and met face-to-face at NCM and other 
events. Charley planned to attend Le Mans with an-
other friend, but when she backed out, Charley 
thought she would be alone. But sure enough, Janet 
(and even more friends) signed up for the Le Mans 
trip. 
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Although neither Janet nor Charley had ever been to Le Mans, they were savvy enough to snag two 

passes to the Start/Finish Suites directly above the Corvette Racing Pits/Garage. Talk about the best 

seats in the house?! We were all envious at their wisdom and good fortune to be right there with the 

Corvette Racing Team on Pit Row! Then Eve secured seats in the same suite. Three lucky ladies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charley shared this thought with me recently, “I will never forget this trip and the people I have met. 

I love France and Le Mans and I think I left my heart over there. I want to go back so bad .... maybe 

in 2018.” 

 

Rebecca McCarty (Alabama) and Elizabeth (“Vereen”) Farrar (Mississippi): Equally passionate 

about Corvettes as Charley and Janet, we met a dynamic duo of Corvette ladies in Rebecca and  

Vereen. 

 

Rebecca loves fast Corvettes, and the faster the better. In addition to a 1975 Corvette, Rebecca owns 

the highly-coveted 757 Horse Power Callaway Z06 Corvette. The special paint treatment and bright 

red color inspired Rebecca to nickname her car “Lip Stick Z06” and the car sports a license plate to 

match (“LIPSTIK”). Her amazing car has been featured in Corvette Forum. 

 

Vereen bought her first and only Corvette in 2013 when she ordered a 2014 Torch Red Z51 coupe. 

Vereen nicknamed the car WolVereen (her favorite nickname). Rebecca and Vereen met on the Cor-

vette forum when Rebecca noticed that Vereen was an Auburn fan and that they live only a couple 

hours away from each other. They met in person at a car show in Gulfport, MS. Then they attended 

the Ron Fellows driving school together, then went to the 2016 April Bash at the National Corvette 

Museum, and finally were travel partners on the Le Mans trip. Their friendship is so close, they have 

attended a few Auburn games together, driving their Corvettes to the games (of course). 
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  Here is a photo of Rebecca and Vereen at the Louvre with Charley and Janet. 

 

Vereen says, “I absolutely had a blast during the Le Mans trip. It was a nice introduction for first-

timers in France, hitting most of the ‘must-sees’ in Paris, the fascinating D-Day beaches, and of 

course, the historic Le Mans race. But my most favorite memory about the trip: developing new 

friendships with some of the best people in world!” 

 

Tom and Judy Overmeyer (Ohio) and Mel and Mary Kay Hahn (Arizona): I also met two cou-

ples who are passionate multi-Corvette Families. 

 

Tom and Judy bought their first Corvette in 1996 and now own three: a classic 1961, a Resto-Rod 

1962, and the 60th Anniversary 427 Corvette (one of my favorite models). Mel and Mary own four 

Corvettes: a C2 1963 Stingray, a C3 1977, a C4 1994, and a C5 2009. 
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Tom and Mel met as members of the Glass City Corvette Club in Toledo, Ohio. Mel joined that club 

after moving to Toledo in 2006, quickly meeting Tom and they have become good friends, a friend-

ship that resulted in the couples traveling to Paris and Le Mans together. Although Mel and Mary Kay 

have since moved to Mesa, AZ, the couples still stay in touch. 

 

Mel didn't own his first Corvette until 2001, so he joined the Corvette fraternity late in life. Mel says, 

“I always thought Corvettes were special, but I was struck by how passionate Vette owners were, and 

how many people had one of these cars. And Corvettes always seemed so gorgeous!! So clean and 

shiny...like jewelry!! They always stood out, somehow. And I remember being amazed at all the parts 

that were still available for the older models.. .and at owners who restored their older cars back to like 

new condition.. not for the money.. .but just because they wanted to. Passion. The cars were unique.. 

.and so were the people. That's what drew me to the hobby.” Mel’s 1963 Corvette is quite original and 

he has been working to restore it to 'top flight' condition. The 2009 Z06 GT1 was the first of only 17 

black Z06s made in that GT1 Championship series, so it has a unique story and background.. 

 

Mel says, “For me, Le Mans was a chance to fulfill a bucket list dream of attending a Le Mans race 

and seeing the beaches of Normandy. We had actually been planning a trip to France that would in-

clude Paris, Normandy, and the 24hrs of Le Mans race!! Yes...the very same trip!!! I had even talked 

to Tom checking his interest in possibly joining us on a trip to France and the race, and he seemed in-

terested. So when NCM announced the very trip we were thinking of, it was a dream come true!! I 

called Tom right away and we both signed up. Paris was exciting and beautiful. The history… the art.. 

the monuments... the buildings/architecture… of course we all enjoyed it all. But I especially enjoyed 

Normandy as I have an uncle who landed there in 1944. He's 96 and still in good health. I took back a 

vial of sand from Omaha Beach where he landed and delivered it to him last Sept. He was very moved 

and very appreciative. Bottom line....being there with 50 other Corvette enthusiasts, organized by the 

Corvette Museum, to follow the Corvette Race team.... it doesn't get any better than that!!” 
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SATURDAY Night, June 18, 2016:  
The race was exciting enough through the afternoon. But early on it became apparent that one manu-

facturer had secured an unfair advantage. Realizing that the race officials had been completely be-

guiled, interest in the race outcome dissipated for pretty much everyone. What should have been a 

thrilling race degenerated into a publicity stunt. 

 

Losing interest in the non-race, by late afternoon many of the NCM tour group had drifted back to the 

Corvette Corral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There we enjoyed a car show of Corvettes that had come from all over Europe to be part of the 24 

Hours experience. Each of us was given a judging sheet and we inspected each car with enthusiasm. 

Our hosts held a raffle, and then served us a yummy dinner. We fared much better than the people in 

the tents! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Sun began to set, most of the NCM participants piled onto our tour bus to return to our hotel 

for the night. Some of us stayed all night to take in the full race experience. The cumulus clouds of the 

afternoon gave way to a full moon seen through a thin layer of high stratus clouds. As I walked alone 

back to our assigned grandstand seats I noticed that all the fans wanted to be as close to the action as 

possible, causing throngs to cling to the safety fencing. I felt stupid sitting all alone in the stands, so I 

joined the crowds looking for gaps that would give me a close up view of the race. I decided to walk 

as much of the track as I could. 
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I noticed that the private suites for the young, or beautiful, or rich had transformed into mini night 

clubs with food, drink and dancing. Except for the roar of the cars, you would never know that a race 

was in progress. 

 

Without the advantage of a real race, the laps and hours droned on and on in ear-piercing monotony. I 

found entertainment by walking around the perimeter of the track to see the varied parts of the course 

and to watch how the drivers navigated the variety of turns. I felt the Corvettes had the most enjoyable 

sound, but loved the sound of the Aston Martins nearly as much. I was surprised that the independent 

Porsche and Ferrari teams out-performed their factory-sponsored brethren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At eight hours the Corvettes were running P8 and P10. By 12 hours (3AM) they had improved to P5 

and P9. At the 20 hour mark we were running P7 and P10, which was pretty depressing. Oddly at that 

point the Aston Martin cars were running P4 and P6, and if the performance adjustments had been 

fair, I feel 2016 would have been their year! 
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SUNDAY, June 19, 2016:  

 

The NCM bus returned to the track at 8AM when the freshly-showered connected with the all-

nighters. The realization that there would be no Corvette victory celebration gradually dawned on 

even the most optimistic Corvette fans. 

 

By 3PM, when the race was over, the mood of disappointment had dissipated. We comforted each 

other with the hope that when our team returned to the States we still had a shot at winning the IMSA 

championship (which we did -- with aplomb!). All of us also had the knowledge that Corvette Racing, 

and the Corvette brand, is a class act that has endured for 50+ years, and always will. 

 

As everyone knows, I’ve been a Corvette fanatic since I was 15 years old, and I cherish my Corvette 

friends as though they are family. But Le Mans taught me that Corvette People, from all over the 

World, are very special, and that we are blessed to share this passion for the one-and-only, continu-

ously-produced, America’s Sports Car – Corvette! 
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2014 Chevrolet Corvette Z51 3LT          $56,500 obo 
 

Like new 2014 Corvette Stingray Z51 with manual transmission now for sale! This car has almost 

every option: 3LT equipment group, dual roof package (carbon fiber and translucent), chrome wheels, 

magnetic ride control, multi-mode performance exhaust, and sueded microfiber seat inserts and upper 

trim. It also has an Xpel clear bra. Even better than all that is the low mileage--less than 4400, of 

which 750 were on the trip home from the dealer (I live in Indiana but purchased the car new in North 

Carolina). The car has been driven in the rain only once, and has always been garaged. The translucent 

top has never been used. The car is due for an oil change, which will be done by my local Chevrolet 

dealer prior to sale. Good luck finding a cleaner, more gently used car! 

 

Buyer responsible for shipping of vehicle, if applicable. Payment to be made via wire transfer prior to 

shipping of vehicle. 

 

Dan Jones dtjonesmd@gmail.com 

mailto:dtjonesmd@gmail.com
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The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club 

meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club 

changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America, since it was the intent 

of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club 

had over one hundred members. 

 

In 1959, the Corvette Club of America held an organizational meeting of Corvette clubs at the Mayflower 

Hotel in Washington, DC. The result was the formation of the National Council of Corvette Clubs which 

today has about 19,000 members and is the largest non-profit association of Corvette Clubs in the United 

States. For a variety of reasons, the CCA did not join the NCCC until July of 1966 and was awarded club 

#1 for its efforts in establishing the organization. 

 

In July 2016, the CCA notified the NCCC that it 

would terminate its 50 year membership at the end 

of the year. There were a number of factors but the 

CCA felt that focusing our limited resources on the 

National Corvette Museum would provide more 

benefit for the Corvette Community as a whole. 

 

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club 

today with a strong mix of competitive, social, and 

charitable activities. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest, America’s 

Sports Car - The Corvette! 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

Copyright 2017, Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

 

Contact Gerry Ryan, General Sales manager at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car - (240)560-5361 

President  Bob Atwell (240)375-3716 

Vice President  Kelly Ryan (240)601-6045 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

Membership Director Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  April Hussey  

Member-at-Large  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:president@vette-club.org
mailto:vicepresident@vette-club.org
mailto:secretary@vette-club.org
mailto:treasurer@vette-club.org
mailto:membership@vette-club.org
mailto:ncmambassador@vette-club.org
mailto:competition@vette-club.org
mailto:parliamentarian@vette-club.org
mailto:vendorrelations@vette-club.org
mailto:webmaster@vette-club.org
mailto:pastpresident@vette-club.org
mailto:newsletter@vette-club.org
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 
 The Greene Turtle Sports Bar & Grille 
 15660 Old Columbia Pike 
 Burtonsville, MD 20866 
 (301) 421-4012 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

   April 11
th 

 
 
(Note: With the closing of the 

Golden Bull we are looking for 

another meeting location. The 

Greene Turtle is one we will try 

but it may not be permanent. Stay 

tuned!) 

 
 

Shop Night Location: 
 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

    April 25
th

 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

es
t 

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and 

the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find per-

formance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for 

whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you 

in getting the most out of your tires and car.  

 

        9101 Brookville Rd 

        Silver Spring, MD  20910 

        301-585-2740 

        http://www.radialtirecompany.com 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
mailto:licenseplates@vette-club.org

