The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 60th Anniversary Year

November 2016

President - Bob Atwell

Corvette Racing at the Simeone and More CCA Events
A group of 8 Corvettes and 12 members of CCA took off on Friday morning October 21st for Corvette
Racing at the Simeone Foundation Automobile Museum. Jon Thorn lead the group up 95 North to the museum just outside Philadelphia, PA. The Simeone is a very special automobile museum because it does
such a great job of celebrating so many different makes, models and years of automobiles. The draw to this
weekend was "Corvette Racing" which featured 2016 Team Champion Driver - Tommy Milner, Team
Manager - Doug Fehan, GM VP Head of Design - Ed Welburn and Corvette Racing Team Photographer Richard Prince as well as NCM Board Member and Simeone FAM supporter Wes Wong. It was a fantastic
event and I encourage everyone in the club to try and make it next year. I have been in touch with Wes
Wong who assures me that next year will be bigger and better!
Last Saturday, November 12th, was CCA's Annual USMC Toys for Tots this time held at a new location The Stonehouse Grill in Gaithersburg. Dan Girardi was the chair for this event that has always been so successful and this time was not an exception. The new location was very welcoming and the weather was almost perfect. We had a very good turnout and I want to thank everyone involved in this very worthwhile
event.
In the near future we have:

Assemble Bicycles at Sport - 12/11 - Time to be announced
December Membership meeting at the Golden Bull- 12/13
Santa gives out the Bikes for Tykes at Sport 12/15 - Time to be announced
December Shop Night - Sport 12/20
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*** SAVE THE DATE ***
Febuary 4th will be CCA's Annual Awards Dinner - more details to come!
*** SAVE THE DATE ***

Save The Wave,
Bob Atwell
2016 President - Corvette Club of America
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Membership Director - Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Welcome New Members:
Rufus & Julia Blackwell
Donna & Kim Lewis

Silver Spring, MD
Queensland Australia

66 blk C/86 sil. conv web
58 red conv.
web

Rufus is looking to join in on our activities. He has been a Corvette owner for 45 years.
Donna Lewis our first international member from Queensland Australia. Her Husband Kim bought her
the Corvette and membership in CCA is part of her Christmas present. He bought shirts and a hat. So exciting.
Membership now is only $40 dollars and includes insurance coverage when attending our events. If adding your spouse $50.
We still have lots of Renewals that have not been paid. We want to have all paid by the end of November.
Don’t have me chase you down. If you prefer mailing me a check, my address is at the bottom. Please include any change in address, phone, e-mail or Corvette details.
New Membership cards will be handed out at meetings and events. If I don’t see you by the end of January I will mail them to you.
CCA License Plates. rick@rdroe.com Orders must be paid in full.
CCA events coming up don’t miss out on all the fun
December 11th
December 13th
December 15th
December 20th
February 4th, 2017

Bike assembly at Sport Chevrolet, watch your email for the time.
7:30 Membership and Board meeting Golden Bull, Gaithersburg, Md.
Bikes for Tikes at Sport Chevrolet, watch for an email from Santa with the time.
6:30-9 Shop Night Sport Chevrolet, Silver Spring.
CCA Annual Awards Dinner - Save the date! More information soon.

Want to sponsor an event for the Club next year 2017. Please contact me so we can discuss your ideas.
Jean Wade, Membership Director
24716 Tandem Dr.
Damascus, Md. 20872
2000 Red Coupe 1 Red Hot
vettehon@aol.com 301-253-6074
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

I’m going to start my Ramblings this month with a reminder that we have our annual Bikes for Tikes
event coming up in December. On December 11th we will be assembling the bikes at Sport Chevrolet
that will be given away to deserving kids. I will be sending out an email with the details as soon as we
know when Sport wants us there. Then on December 15 we are invited to help Santa with getting the
bikes distributed and making sure that they are properly adjusted for each child. As in past years, the
CCA will be providing helmets for each child receiving a bike. This is always a fun, emotional, and
satisfying event. Be watching for an email with more details and show up if you can help. You will be
glad you did.
Next, I want to brag a little bit. We had a fun shop night this month and one of the things that made it
fun was the fact that I won the 50-50 drawing! If you know about my level of luck you know this was
special and very unusual !!! Besides my being lucky, we also had a few members actually accomplishing
some work. Pat R. and Kelly R. did brake changes and April and I got a chance to share some ideas on
the website that is currently under development by our Website Committee. Here are a couple of pictures from this past Tuesday.
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If you have attended a business meeting lately you know that the club’s bylaws are going through a
revision process. The last time this happened was 2012 and the main reason we are doing it again now
is our departure from the National Council of Corvette Clubs at the end of the year. We are removing
references to the NCCC from the bylaws and changing some areas that are no longer required now
that we will not be a NCCC club. The CCA Board and several members who regularly attend the business meetings have been involved in making the changes. As the club’s Parliamentarian, I have been
leading the project and trying to keep things moving. I want to make sure all members know this project is going on. At our current pace I expect to have a final draft for acceptance in early January hopefully in time for the business meeting. The bylaws will have to be approved using the procedure
outlined in the current (2012) bylaws. This requires notifying all members of the changes at least 10
days before having a vote. The vote will probably occur at a regularly scheduled business meeting and
it will most likely be the February meeting unless we get very lucky and are ready by the January
meeting. Acceptance of the new bylaws will require approval by 2/3 of the members present at the
meeting called for the vote. The bylaws are a legal document that need to be filed with the State of
Maryland as part of our incorporation as a non-profit.
Finally, I am going to set aside some of my “space” here to welcome our newest members - Donna
and Kim Lewis. As you probably noticed in Jean’s article, Donna and Kim are located in Queensland,
Australia so they are our first international members. As a way of providing an introduction I want to
share some messages that have gone back and forth to them. This is a bit of a change for us but it will
be an experiment for both Donna, Kim, and the club. We have never had official members from half
way around the world so part of the challenge will be making them feel like they are as much a part of
the club as our local members.
This is from Kim:
We have purchased my wife’s love of her life as far as cars go, a 1958 corvette. The
restoration had been started by the previous owner who owned it for the past 25 years, the car
itself was last on the road in 1971. Close to a new car, you can nearly smell the new
upholstery, just kidding… when you see the attached photos.
Our intention is not to molest it but bring it back to how it looked off the showroom floor,
which was one of the best looking cars ever produced, well that is our opinion anyway. Is it
possible to become long distance members of the oldest Corvette club in America, if yes I
would dearly love to give the membership to my wife for her Xmas present.
Kim & Donna Lewis
From ‘The Land Down Under’
Australia
And here is a later message from Kim:
Thank you very much Jean for your response
Donna & I live at Paradise Point, a suburb of the Gold Coast Region in Queensland,
Australia. My comparison to the USA would be a smaller version of Miami, Florida. I would
like full membership for Donna, she will love reading all the newsletters & correspondence
that is available on the internet associated with your club. I will email you what my next move
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will be so as all is completed by xmas, do you have club ‘T shirts’ for women that I could also
purchase as part of the xmas gift?
Very excited
Kim Lewis
Here are some photos that Kim provided us.
The Mustang in the photo at the right is Kim’s car and I suspect it will give you an idea of the quality
that will result from the Corvette restoration! It is going to be fun following this!

Jon Thorn, CCA Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Director - Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - September 2016

Dick Thompson Award Update
The 2016 autocross season has officially wound down and we have a new Dick Thompson Award
winner for 2016. Drum roll please...it’s our own club President Bob A! Bob finished with 99 points
and competed in 12 events including all of our CCA events, a Bel Air Corvette Club event held in
Cumberland, MD., and a Cumberland Valley Corvette Club event held in New Cumberland, PA (I see
a city theme here). Jay S. finished in second with 73 points, followed by me in distant third with 66
points.

Bob A. running at the big open airport lot at the Cumberland event
Congrats to Bob for being a great ambassador for CCA and earning this award! We hope to see more
CCA club member participation next season!

The Corvette Courier

November 2016 Page 8

Free State Corvette’s 30th Anniversary Corvette Weekend - Ocean City, Maryland

I’m providing my own “competition” take on this event by recognizing and presenting an honorary
Club Ambassador Award to the CCA member who I believe went above all others in representing
CCA at this huge East Coast event. That person is unknown to most club members as she is very
new to our club. However, her enthusiasm and passion for Corvettes and our club was only outshined by her car this beautiful weekend!

That person can be none other than “Chrome Dana”
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As those who met her know, “Chrome Dana” is a flashy firecracker on the outside but such a sweetheart on the inside. She helped make CCA in our 60th anniversary stand out from the crowd at this
event attended by so many other car clubs. Here are but a few of the highlights of her weekend contributions after only joining the club this fall.
Like many of us, she was in attendance at our Bull on the Beach lunch on Friday, and also attended
Barry and Lana’s beach house party Friday night. During these events she enthusiastically talked to
many of us of her resurrection of a lemon 1987 Corvette by replacing “50+” parts. Don’t think of
“parts” as insignificant ones. Those “parts” included the engine, transmission, axles, brakes, wheels,
tires, much of the interior, body work, new paint job, and a super flashy “chrome” wrap on top of that.
Many of us also got to see her car for the 1st time (with neon lit rocker panel lights...of course).
Also, like many of us, Dana attended the car show. It was the first car show for her newly restored
Corvette. Her car with its laundry list of replaced “parts” was a huge hit all day. It may have been an
even bigger hit after the show when she was standing next to it. I’ve never seen so many people
clamor for their camera for a photo op. LOL I’ve also never seen so many people come up to it and
comment as we drove it out of the lot and to the Boardwalk staging area by the water tower.

Dana and her car were a huge hit at the car show.
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One of the Spina Bifida “kids” admiring Dana’s chrome beauty (or their reflection).
Also, like many CCA members, Dana participated in the Corvette Boardwalk Parade. Others of us,
me included, spectated and cheered on our fellow CCA member rides!

Dana also attended the Boardwalk parade where she again garnered attention.
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However, unlike any of us I am aware of, Dana also attended the Free State Awards Banquet Saturday night. Fortunately for our club she did!
Many of us, me included, forget that the main benefactor of this fun and exciting weekend is the
Spina Bifida Charity that Free State so passionately believes in. Besides the money raised for the
charity each year is the wonderful time each of the Spina Bifida “kids” gets to experience throughout
the weekend.
First, each gets to pick their favorite car at the Saturday car show for a trophy. Second, most or all get
to cruise the Boardwalk Parade inside of a Corvette. Last year Rick and Cecilia Roe were so humbled
to be selected by a young Spina Bifida girl and gave her the ride of her life down the Boardwalk in
their red C5. It was a memorable experience for all of them. Finally, each of the Spina Bifida “kids”
gets to present their car show trophy to the owner of their “favorite” car during the Awards Banquet.
This latter experience should not be overlooked as it is a big part of their weekend and the only time
they are singled out alone on stage with the lights shining on them. This year Dana’s chrome Corvette
was selected by Michael as his “favorite” Corvette at the show. As you can tell by the expression on
his face in the picture below, the fact that Dana was there at the Banquet to accept his trophy and chat
with him afterwards was a very special part of his weekend!

Dana at the Free State Awards Banquet where her car was chosen by
One of the Spina Bifida “kids” who this whole event is dedicated to.
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Also, our club sponsor Sport Chevrolet received an award at the Banquet. Again, Dana graciously
stepped up and accepted the award on their behalf (and our club’s behalf). Dana then promptly called
me (that same night) to let me know of the trophy and Sport Chevrolet acceptance. Dana was so honored to have her car picked!
I had breakfast with Dana and her friend Paul Sunday Morning. She continued to bubble with enthusiasm for the weekend, and for the CCA and its gracious members who welcomed her into our club.
She talked at length about the great fun she had, the friends she met, and looked forward to future
events with the club. It made me realize that this is exactly what the CCA is about and the kind of
new blood this club needs to sustain and grow the club to new heights in the future.
So congratulations to our “Chrome Dana” for being such a great ambassador (and fashion
model) for our club!
On this note, as a Board Member I feel our club may have dropped the ball a little on this event. Sure
this was another successful and fun “club” weekend event. But the event is bigger than just us and
our club. It is the biggest gathering of Corvette enthusiasts and competing clubs on the East Coast, a
huge charity weekend, and an opportunity for us to represent CCA in the best way possible to all of
the people of OC.
I feel strongly that in future years CCA needs to collectively ensure some club representation at the
banquet on its member’s behalf as club members often receive some award or trophy. For example,
besides Dana this year, last year our own Van won the John Kource Memorial Award, which he accepted at Free State’s November club meeting. This attendance not only shows respect for Free
State’s contributions and the Spina Bifida and other award presenters, but also casts the CCA in a
better light by providing a high standard of ambassadorship to the greater mass of Corvette enthusiasts represented by so many other clubs.
Teen Driving School – Lincoln College - November 4-5
I was out of town this weekend but several of our club members attended and will be
separately reporting on this great event.
In closing, as a club we continue to have great leadership, fun activities and worthy charities. With
several enthusiastic new members acquired this year I see a bright future ahead for our club as we
leave the known existence of life in the NCCC and venture out to boldly go where no man (or club)
has gone before! Live long and prosper CCA!
Until next month...
Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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HPDE UPDATE by Pat Roney
In a hurry last month to get the newsletter article out I forgot to congratulate John D for his award at
Palmer Motorsports Park from Chin Motorsports for having traveled 8k miles for tracking events in
2016 through Oct 2. John, I want to be you when I grow up.

NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM MOTORSPORTS PARK FEATURE IS ON
THE TIME WARNER CHANNELS IN KENTUCKY.
Michael Lattin, Executive Producer of the Secrets of the Bluegrass Chefs, has released his short feature presentation on the NCM MSP and it is airing on the Time Warner Channels in Kentucky now.
Michael regularly does cooking features on my son and at one of the filmings I had a conversation
with Michael on getting his hot Mustang on track. Five months later Michael showed up and did this
feature. He did a great job of promoting the National Corvette Museum track.
Check out the feature here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TwBHJBGD9w&feature=youtu.be
By the way, that is my son, the chef, driving my car.

Friday At The Track at SUMMIT POINT Circuit October 7, 2016
First I want to congratulate Greg Haas for his promotion to running the FATT program. Greg is a
great guy and I am sure he will do a great job. Meanwhile, this frees up Chris White to continue
making improvements to the track and working on bringing Trans Am back to Summit Point.
Greg Haas, new chief of the Friday At The Track, relaxing
after a hard day helping Chin Motorsports with their inaugural event at Summit Point. Greg has also traveled out to
the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park to help
us put on an NCM HPDE.
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What a beautiful day to be out on track and we sure took advantage of the weather with some great
laps in some beautiful automobiles. I was coaching in a C7 Corvette and a BMW M4. Both cars
were great on track and the drivers did well.
As usual, there were some very nice rides with us on track including this yellow Lamborghini Huracan. There are always a vast array of cars and drivers learning about this great hobby. Notice the
Mini Cooper and the Mustangs. There were plenty of 4 door sedans on track also. You definitely
don’t need an exotic car to have fun out on the track. As a matter of fact, I believe that the more
power the car has, the harder it is to focus on learning the basics.
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If you have $160k to put into a fun car, this Acrua NSX seems to be a fun ride also.

And here is Chris White, who runs the Summit Point track, smiling and giving a thumbs-up as he
prepares to go for a ride on the track in the Acura NSX.
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It has been a while since I have shown a picture of my very first instructor on track. I can’t help but
smile when I see Jim R. of the Lancaster County Corvette Club, and remember my first track experience. I still remember how patient Jim was with me. I had just come through turn 1 at Summit Point
and was so thrilled that we had made it through that I was smiling ear to ear and had eased off the
throttle when Jim said “quit congratulating yourself and get back on the gas. There is a line of cars
behind you.” Jim also has a C5 Corvette race car that he uses when he does the One Lap of America
event, and a Mazda Miata that he races. Driving a Miata on track improves your driving ability and
many of the fastest drivers have Miata track cars also.
CHIN MOTORSPORTS at VIR Oct 23 & 24, 2016
Bob C, John D and myself had a relaxed caravan drive down together with only a couple of bathroom
and lunch stops. We arrived in time to drive through the gates just as they opened and head to registration and tech. I helped with tech as I have for the past few events. We managed to get about half
of the cars through tech Saturday evening which made it a little easier on Sunday morning..
Wow! Another great Chin Motorsports event with great weather both days. I am having more than
my share of fun. Chin is the best at putting on these events as they put on 82 days a year of track fun
and I have never had a bad one. Another bonus was that Maria Hicks was running registration and
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student assignments. It seems that we have been missing each other at the Chin events and it was
good to see her again. Maria always makes sure that I get the best students.

I worked with Dan H in his Corvette C5 Z06 for this event and he did great. After some review of
flag stations and run off areas, I set Dan up for a checkout ride to move to Blue solo (Intermediate
Group). Dan passed with no problem and enjoyed the rest of the event solo.
And below we have Dan pushing another Corvette through turn 4.

Photo courtesy of Mason Bleasdell, Bleasdell Photography, LLC.
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Mason Bleasdell does some great track photography of these events and offers a wide range of top
notch products that anybody would be proud to hang in their office or garage. Thanks to Mason for
providing these photos.
I also had a chance to work with my buddy Tom M. I always have fun riding with Tom and catching
up. We have spent many days on track together.

I had two of the best rides ever at this event. Luke M, pictured below with his Viper ACR, took me
out for the fastest ride I have ever had at the VIR full course. He dialed it back a bit since he had a
passenger in the car and still managed a 1:58.11 lap. What a thrill that was. We met Luke a year ago
at VIR and have done Sebring, VIR and NCM events with him this year.
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Here we have a trio of Vipers in the section of the track know as the Roller Coaster. That is Luke in
the middle pushing one of the other Vipers through the corner.

Photo courtesy of Mason Bleasdell, Bleasdell Photography, LLC

I also rode with Mark V in his Porsche GT3, pictured below at the top of the Esses. We were playing
with another GT3 for a session including going into a braking zone at 155mph a half car length behind
the other Porsche. They stayed that close for the entire session while changing the lead. This ride
gave some real insight into how intense the races that we watch on tv really are. After these two rides,
I could not get the smile off my face for the rest of the day and am smiling ear to ear now as I recount
the experience.

Photo courtesy of Mason Bleasdell, Bleasdell Photography, LLC
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Chief Instructors Maria Hicks and Jim Brazzi, in the golf cart, visiting the participants at the end of
the day. A little cheering up here was good as both Bob C and John D were having problems with
their race cars. Sitting in front of the golf cart is Mark V, Porsche GT3 driver.

Another one of the great things that Chin does is the track walk with Chief Instructors. Jim Brazzi
and Jack Piho offered their lunch times to take us out for a track walk. We did one half of the track
on Sunday and the other half on Monday. It was amazing how different the track looks when you
have time to check it out on foot versus driving it at speed. Jim used a golf ball to show us how
much slope there is in the braking zones and corners.

The Corvette Courier

November 2016 Page 21

Turn 1 showing the cement turn in marker and looking toward the corner..

Turn 12, the Oak Tree turn with Jim Brazzi showing the proper way to take this turn. Notice our own
Bob C and John D front and center taking it all in.
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Relaxing after a couple of great track days and a nice dinner are Bob C, John D, and Steve F. Steve
is a long time CornerCraver that we spend time with several times a year.

And the Chin Motorsports staff come in for some much deserved relaxation after putting on another
great track event.
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Nov 3 & 4, 2016

This is a well attended event as TrackDaze is the only organization that I know of that offers the VIR
Grand course. The first day of the event, they do the Full course and the second day we do the Grand
course.
Bob C, Gary N and I were set to do this event, but due to some car/trailer problems, I ended up going
it on my own. Luckily my friends John OD, and the Viper guys invited me to enjoy the event with
them.

Here are a couple of pictures of our group of cars. Note the couple of Corvettes in the middle of 3
Dodge Viper ACR’s and a nice Porsche track car.
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Ralph Gilles and his lovely wife with their car loaded after the event. Notice the Michigan license
plate VOODOO. Ralph was one of the 3 Dodge Viper ACR’s in our group. He is an automobile designer and was the President and CEO of the SRT Brand and Senior Vice President of Design
at Chrysler until being promoted to Head of Design for Fiat/Chrysler in April 2015. Ralph regularly
tracks his Viper with the two Vipers in our group belonging to Luke and Gary. Gilles was also the
boss of the design team who created the 2014 SRT Viper. By the way, Ralph’s wife tracks an awesome Alfa Romeo.
I had a couple of students for this event and both did very well. Marty C was driving my car for his
first event of this type and he did very well, getting into some nice flowing laps by the end of the
event. David M was driving a Scion FR-S that was closing fast in the corners but was quick to point
by cars once into the straights.
I headed home right after the event as I was helping with the Tire Rack Street Survival event over the
weekend starting the next morning. Be sure to see Paul Vales article on that event.
COMING EVENTS
Nov. 19th Friday At The Track Instructor Appreciation Day.
Please remember to stick to the speed limit on the street and if you want to try high performance driving talk to any of our high performance drivers about how easy it is to learn it in a safer place.
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan

NCCC Report

“We Didn’t Start the Fire”
Billy Joel has a song called “We didn’t start the fire”. It’s a musical summary of significant events in
history from 1949 and 1989. I really enjoy it. It has a pop rhythm describing profound things such as
JFK, thalidomide, Woodstock, etc. I think if he were to write a follow-up to that song, there would be
enough significant events this year alone to use for material.
2016 will be remembered for: the RIO Olympics, Zika virus, BrEXIT, gun violence, the Black Lives
Matter movement, the deaths of Prince and supreme court justice Scalia, and one of the most memorable
Presidential campaigns in history. Although the campaign provided some hilarious parodies for SNL, the
fallout from the latter is still dominating the media. No, we didn’t start the fire but it’s almost like the
cosmos placed a fireworks factory next to a volcano.
On a local note, your CCA underwent many changes this year as well. With an almost unanimous decision by its members, the club successfully navigated its separation from the NCCC. This was accomplished in a much more peaceful manner than the Presidential election. Our reasons included: vague insurance coverage, limitations that restrict our club’s operations, and a difference in values and missions.
So, Democracy does work! We are now free to use our CCA club logo to support worthwhile charities
and participate in the much-debated Teen Safety Driving program.
Our club is fortunate to be able to contribute to this valuable program. The Tire Rack Safety School in
collaboration with the BMW Safety Foundation operates this one-day event in order to teach teenage
drivers the basics of vehicle control. These exercises include: braking, parking, skid, and course control.
The goal is to simulate real-world situations in a controlled environment so that students can learn the
physics and dynamics of their personal vehicle. The students spend time in the classroom learning theory, and each student is assigned an instructor for practical exercises.
The last TRSS was on November 5th and 6th. 30 students enrolled for Saturday and 18 for Sunday. I was
able to participate for the Sunday session with fellow CCA members Pat Roney, Tom Armstrong, Paul
Vale, and Bob Couse. It is very gratifying to observe the students build their confidence levels over the
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course of the day and know that we are helping to make them better, safer drivers.
Following our separation from the NCCC, the position of Governor will no longer exist since the role
as liaison between the CCA and NCCC will not be required. It has been an honor to serve on the
Board over the last two years. It made me realize how special our club really is and the dedication
that its members have.
Have fun, be safe and participate!
Jay Srivatsan, Governor CCA
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

It is not too
late to get Free
Shipping !!!!
Free Shipping
Special…
Spend $75 or
more, get free
UPS Ground
Shipping. Ends
November 27,
2016!
Some exclusions
apply, contiguous
U.S. only.
Minimum free
shipping total of
$75 is applied
after discounts
and does not
include shipping
costs.

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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TireRack Street Survival School
5-6 November 2016
By Paul Vale
What’s the point of a Teen Driving School, anyway? Don’t kids take driver education courses as a legal requirement before they get their driver’s license? Well, if you asked my kids, they’d tell you that
Driver’s Ed consisted of a few hours of boring classroom instruction followed by riding around in a
car with a bored passenger (the instructor). Recognizing the abysmal level of proficiency that teens
exhibited in dealing with stressful real world driving situations, the folks at TireRack devised a program to give young drivers a chance to pick up valuable skills in a safe environment with experienced
coaches who cared passionately about making young people safer on the road.
So, in association with TireRack,
the Corvette Club of America and
other local car clubs (notably the
Northern Virginia Corvette Club
and local BMW and Porsche clubs)
about 30 caring adults converged
(on a weekend) on Lincoln College
of Technology whose faculty had
generously given their parking lot
and their classrooms over to this
noble cause. Saturday’s class consisted of about 30 teen drivers, and
Sunday’s class brought an additional 18 students. CCA members,
Pat Roney, Jay Srivatsan, Bob Couse, Tom Armstrong, Kelly Ryan, Bill Sandusky and Paul Vale
showed up on one or both days at 7:15 (remember, this is the weekend we’re talking about) to do a
tech inspection of the student’s cars, perform course work and provide instruction for the students.
In order for the students to get the most out of their all day sessions, they were split into two groups: half would get classroom instruction while the remainder would be out on the
course, and then they would trade places. The classroom instruction included lessons on how to adjust their car’s mirrors
for greatest safety (covering the ‘blind spots), and determining
safe following distances. The road course consisted of three
‘test tracks’ defined by orange cones. The first course allowed
them to learn how their anti-lock brakes worked to keep them
safe. For students whose cars didn’t have ABS, instructors
coached them on ‘threshold braking,’ a form of braking that
helps you stop quickly while maintaining control. Many students reported they had never experienced their ABS kicking in
and pulsating against the brake pedal. The second course was
a slalom, which allowed coaches to safely direct students to
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accelerate or brake while turning to apply the classroom instruction regarding their tires’ contact
patches. The third course was the most fun: a
skid pad which had water flowing across the
course. This gave students a safe place to experience what their cars would do in a skid.
The front-wheel drive cars uniformly plowed
in the skid situations, but the ‘rear drivers’ (there were 2 students in BMWs and one
in a Mustang) showed what it was like to oversteer, causing
some consternation from the students until they
learned how to
correct the skid with techniques learned from their coaches (no braking,
please!).
All students had a morning session on the track and one in the classroom.
Speaking of which, the classroom is the place where students got to hear
some great instruction and practical guidance that related to safety out on
the highway. From instructors like David DuBois, NVCC’s Chief Instructor, they learned lessons about the physics of automobile driving,
such as, ‘When your car is driving at 40 mph it has 4 times the kinetic
energy of a car driving at 20 mph.’ Other lessons related to distracted
driving, and the importance of paying attention to everything around your
‘bubble,’ such as drivers changing lanes, passing trucks, slowing traffic, changes in lighting or
changes in weather.
Then came lunch, courtesy of TireRack. Parents, who had been relegated to watching from the sidelines were invited to join students
and instructors for a recap of the
morning’s activities. While everyone was enjoying the break, Lincoln Tech faculty were showing
students the braking components of
cars so that they could get an appreciation of what was keeping them
on the road as they drove. This included a section on tire wear and
tire (suspension) alignment. Then
Lincoln Tech did something really
cool. They set off an airbag (with
great care) in the parking lot. Very
few people had ever seen that before!
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The deployment of the airbag only took a couple of thousandths of a second, but it was violent and
dramatic. They set up a second airbag so that when deployed, it would shoot up into the air. It went
as high as one of the tall light poles in the parking lot. That gave everyone a greater respect for a
safety device that was unavailable in cars when I was a kid!
Lincoln Tech personnel also demonstrated sensible car care
basics, such as checking fluids, tire pressure and oil levels.
They noted the importance of washer fluid, especially as winter approaches. Being able to see clearly is an important part
of Street Survival.
The afternoon session found the ‘street’ exercises changed in
subtle ways to reinforce the skills and instruction from the
morning session. The slalom was tighter featuring a decreasing radius turn, to make students focus on looking farther
ahead when driving, so they could anticipate dangerous situations. The skid pad added soapy water to make the course
more difficult, and the braking exercise added a lane change
element to give students a feel for how their cars responded
while braking and turning simultaneously.
It was a long day. The course lasted until 4:00, but the students were as enthusiastic at the end as they
were trepidacious at the beginning. They all agreed that the course was worth sacrificing a day of their
weekends for, and the volunteers that served as instructors and course workers concurred.
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Corvette Racing Weekend
at the
Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum, October 21– 22
By Jon Thorn
You probably noticed in Bob’s President’s Perspective article that a good sized group of 8 Corvettes
and 12 members went up to the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum for Corvette Racing Weekend this year. The first time this event was held was in 2014. I followed the event results on the internet and decided that I wanted to actually attend this year. I’m very happy to be able to say that I had a
lot of company from the CCA.
The Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum is dedicated to the evolution of the racing sports car.
Their exhibit covers over seven decades of racing history and is focused on the spirit of competition. It
is a wonderful facility for seeing the progression of endurance sports car racing over time. The museum houses about 70 cars, all of which have a significant place in the history of racing. Nearly every
car is not only in running condition but regularly exercised on a three acre lot behind the museum.
The museum is located near the Philadelphia International Airport and it is very easy to get to from
our area by just heading up I-95. It is worth a trip anytime, but Corvette Racing Weekend at the museum is the icing on the cake that makes the trip mandatory. This is the third year that Doug Fehan has
helped support the museum and the event has grown every year. I have a pretty strong feeling that the
CCA will be back again next year.
This year Corvette Racing Program Manager, Doug Fehan, brought along a few of his friends.
Tommy Milner, our two time winning 24-Hours of Le Mans driver was there. He also attended the
events in 2014 and 2015. In addition, Ed Welburn, designer of the C7 and the recently retired head of
all 13 global design studios for GM attended as well. For me, an extra treat was having Richard Prince
at the event. Richard has been the official photographer for Corvette Racing since two years before
their first race.
Friday evening we all enjoyed a catered buffet dinner at the museum. Tommy Milner reviewed the
2016 season from his perspective as a driver. Doug then talked about the Le Mans event this year and
provided a very candid look at how it was competing against Ford. These two talks alone would have
made the trip worth it in my opinion. Tommy went into far more detail than you will ever get from the
Corvette Racing website or any of the racing magazines. And Doug provided us with a real behind the
scenes view of Le Mans.
Saturday in addition to having more time to look at the many exhibits we had a chance to see the 1963
Corvette Grand Sport #GS002 being exercised on the back lot. I should also point out that Roc Linkov, formerly with the NCM and now with Revs Institute in Florida came up to join us for the weekend. It was partially a business trip for him because the Revs Institute for Automotive Research is very
similar to the facility run by Dr. Fred Simeone and in fact the two work together. It was great having
a chance to see him again and he knew so much detail behind the cars at the Simeone that it was just
like having our own docent.
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It was a real treat having Richard Prince provide comments about some of the many photos he has
taken of Corvette Racing over the years. In the past few years I have shared a lot of his posts in our
members group on Facebook.

Dinner on Friday evening - Photo by Andrew Taylor

From left, Tommy Milner, Doug Fehan, Ed Welburn providing great stories about Corvette Racing.
Photo by Andrew Taylor.
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The 1963 Corvette Grand Sport #GS002 rolling past a line of Corvette Fan’s cars behind the museum.
Photo by Andrew Taylor. (Yes, it was wet!)

Ed Welburn (left) standing with George Wintersteen in front of the Grand Sport. Photo by
Andrew Taylor. Yes, that is George Wintersteen’s name on the car. Check him out on Google for the
history.
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The autograph session was very popular. Here we have Tommy and Doug sitting. Standing to
Tommy’s left in the white shirt is Wes Wong who is on the NCM Board. Waiting for their signatures
are CCA members Bob A, Bill S, Elisa M, and Frank M.

Richard Prince sitting at the table on the stage while Doug makes some comments on Richard’s photo.
That’s Gary Claudio of GM in the photo who was instrumental in the formation of Corvette Racing.
Check him out on-line when you have a chance. The history is amazing. Oh, and by the way, he is
also in the NCM Hall of Fame.
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As fun as the two days were, the story would not be complete without a few pictures of one of our
newest members. Dana was mentioned in Steven’s competition article but here she is getting immersed in the culture associated with Corvette Racing at the Simeone Museum. Tommy wanted to
drive and that’s Doug in the Passenger’s seat.

She also had her own autograph signing session. I think we have the makings of a terrific fan!
I certainly am in favor of Stephen’s comment about making her the honorary Club Ambassador!
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CCA Annual USMC Reserve Toys For Tots Event
November 12th
The Stonehouse Grill, Gaithersburg, Md.
We had excellent participation and fantastic weather for this year’s Toys for Tots event. Event Chair,
Dan Girardi, with assistance from Nita and Tommy Armstrong arranged for a new location on short
notice and everyone agreed it was a great decision. Here are some photos from our busy afternoon.
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Toys For Tots Fun Show Winners

Sixth Place, Frank F.

Fifth Place, Denise P.
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Fourth Place, Dan G.
(sitting on the right, he was working too hard during the presentations to give one to himself!)

Third Place, Frank M.
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Second Place, Jim P.

First Place, Jim W.
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Marines Choice, Paul D. and April H.

Dan Girardi, CCA Toys For Tots Chairman, receiving an appreciation certificate from Paul Gunther,
Coordinator, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program for Montgomery County.
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club
meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club
changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America since it was the intent
of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club
had over one hundred members.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of America took the first steps toward forming a national
organization by laying the ground work for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group which
now includes 270 clubs with more than 17,500
members. Today the NCCC is the largest nonprofit, all volunteer Corvette organization in the
President
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
United States. The Corvette Club of America is
Vice President
Rich Taylor
(240)460-9797
honored to have been assigned club number one by Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
the NCCC.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club
with an excellent mix of competitive activities,
social activities, and giving back to the community
through charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Member-at-Large

Jay Srivatsan
(719)251-9403
Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074
Steve Catlin
(703)220-1136
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
April Hussey
Jim Parisi
(410)292-8722

Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
NCM Ambassador

Jon Thorn
Terry Popkin

(301)963-4864
(301)949-2464

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

December 13th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:

December 20th
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and
the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find performance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for
whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you
in getting the most out of your tires and car.
9101 Brookville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-585-2740
http://www.radialtirecompany.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

