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The World’s First Corvette Club 

President - Bob Atwell 

Celebrating our 60
th

 Anniversary Year 

CCA 43rd Annual Car Show  

and  

60th Anniversary Founders Day Picnic 

On July 10th the Corvette Club of America had its 43rd Annual Car Show at Sport Chevrolet. Yes, the T-

shirts read June 5th! It was a very successful car show! The weather, which caused the rescheduling of the 

June date, could not have been better. We had 108 cars registered. New style acrylic trophies were handed 

out to the winners of the different judged categories. We had an area put together by a group of CCA hot 

shoe's encouraging everyone that you don't need a Corvette to enjoy autocrossing and even track time at 

locations like Summit Point! The Corvettes in this display were fine examples including Steve Woods C-5 

Z06, Rich Taylor's C-5 Z06 "SuperCar", Steve Catlin's C-6 Z06 and Tommy Armstrong brought his "Built 

for Racing Only" C-5. I think it was a great idea that should be repeated in future shows. We also had some 

award winning Chevy's brought down by our friends from "Bay County Region VCCA". 

I want to thank Gerry Ryan, Lee Shirley and their staff at Sport Chevrolet for the continued support they 

give to the CCA in so many areas. I had no idea until I was in the middle of it this year. Amazing people!!  

I also want to thank all of the CCA members that worked long and hard to put this show on...Twice! Nita, 

Rich, Jean Marie, Frank, Terry, I could go on and on. Thank you all! 

On Sunday, July 17th, at BIG Cork Vineyards, 47 CCA members came out to celebrate our 60th year as the 

Corvette Club of America. The setting was beautiful and relaxing at BIG Cork Vineyards in Rohrersville, 

MD.  See the photos and article later in this issue of the Corvette Courier. I want to thank the many mem-

bers that made this event so memorable: Elisa Merendino who was responsible for the fine food we all en-
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joyed, Jon and Evelyn Thorn for assisting me in so many ways ( as always), Rich and Van for push-

ing me to find a new location and many more including my wife Stefa, who put up with me for the 

last three weeks! Thank you. I think that the staff at BIG Cork could not have been more helpful. I'll 

have another event with them any time! 

In closing I want to remember the passing of Gus Bartoli on July 7th. I didn't know Gus as long as 

many of you. What I do know is that he was a great guy with a sense of humor that I appreciated. 

Safe traveling to all this summer and Save The Wave, 

Bob Atwell 

2016 President  Corvette Club of America 
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Membership Director - Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

Welcome New Members:        Sponsor 
 Hector & Lourdes Lopez  Odenton, MD  ‘16 red coupe  Sport 

 Bill & Faith Zei   Ellicott City, MD ‘13-C yellow  Show 

 Daniel Perlin & Cindy Berman Potomac, MD  ‘15-C gray  Web 

 Richard Root    Pipersville, PA ‘76 sting orange Friend 

 Frederick T. Martin   Columbia, MD ‘96 red coupe  Web 

 Albert Marcus   Baltimore, MD ‘93 red coupe  Web 

 

Looking forward to seeing our new members at our events! 

 

New Ride for Tom Cowan - he sold his ‘80 and ‘96 and now has a 2016 Sunset Orange Coupe. 

 

CCA License Plates: Please contact Rich Roe. rick@rdroe.com or call 410-960-1368. All orders must be 

paid in full before order is placed. 

  

2016 NCCC Governor: Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com 

 

CCA events coming up! Don’t miss out on all the fun. 

August 13th The 27th Annual All Corvette Cruise-In (Manassas, VA) 2-6 pm 7787 Sudley Rd Plaza. Host 

is ODCC.  Info on web at: http://www.olddominioncorvetteclub.org/allcorvettecruisein.asp  Flyer in this 

issue. 

  

August 26th - 27th - 28th Corvettes At Carlisle.  Be sure to register as the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

 

September 11th  Final CCA Autocross of the year and on September 10th we have the final autox school. 

 

October 1st  NVCC - CCA Fun Show at Walter Reed supporting the All Warrior Transition Brigade and  

their families.  Hold the date.  More information to follow.  Flyer in this issue.  

  

October 14th -16th Ocean City Corvette Weekend. Registration for Corvettes in Ocean City is open online 

Free State Corvette 

 

October 21st  Corvette Racing Party with Doug Fehan and Tommy Milner at Simeone Foundation Auto-

motive Museum.  Bob Atwell, Jon & Evelyn Thorn are attending.  Join us!  Flyer in this issue. 

 

Want to sponsor an event for the Club? Please contact me so I 

can get the word out and give you a hand. Looking to cruise. 
 

We are looking for new Corvette Owners to join CCA. Contact me 

and I’ll call them. 

  

Membership -  Jean Wade 2000 Red Coupe 1 Red Hot 

vettehon@aol.com 301-253-6074 

mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
http://www.olddominioncorvetteclub.org/allcorvettecruisein.asp
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn 

As you can see from Bob’s article on page 1, July was a fun packed, history making, month for the club.  

We held a very successful 43rd Annual Car Show.  This was the first one in anyone’s memory that was 

postponed due to weather.  It had originally been scheduled in June but the change obviously did not 

scare off any registrants or spectators.  You’ll find an article on the show with some photos later in this 

edition and Steve also has some car show highlights in his Competition section of the newsletter.  In ad-

dition to the car show we held our annual Founder’s Day Picnic.  This one was very special because it 

marked the 60th anniversary of the club and we held it on the exact day, July 17, that the club was 

founded.  There is also an article later in this edition on the picnic and I hope you enjoy the photos. 

 

Another significant club activity was supporting Corvette Racing as loyal fans.  Eleven club members 

made a trip to Watkins Glen for the IMSA Weathertech Race and by all accounts everyone had a blast.  

Unfortunately many of the younger “kids” are still working or had other plans and had to head home af-

ter the race but Evelyn and I enjoyed killing time with a week in the Finger Lakes area of New York and 

the Kingston, Ontario area. We then headed over to Mosport for a second IMSA Weathertech Race and 

spent a few delightful days hanging out with Canadian friends that we met during our previous four trips 

to Mosport IMSA races.  I’ve included a short summary of this trip too. 

 

The one dark cloud for us all this month was the passing of Gus Bartoli. If I am not mistaken, Gus has 

been a member of the CCA since January of 1973. Over those many years he was a very strong contribu-

tor to the club.  Besides being the CCA President multiple times, I think he held nearly every CCA Board 

position at least once.  He was also a lifetime member of the NCCC. All of our thoughts are with his 

wife, Tilly. The family requested contributions in his memory to the St. Katherine Drexel Building Fund 

and the Board voted to make a contribution in the CCA name. I’m sure that very many members have a 

“Gus” story. He was always helpful and he certainly seemed to be always present. I credit him with my 

rapid learning curve in the Corvette culture. I learned more from him at Shop Nights than any other way. 

He not only attended all Corvettes at Carlisle shows, he seemed to be a fixture at the events.   

 

This is a “Gus” story from our Board Secretary, Paul Vale.  Here's a picture of Gus Bartoli, on the right, 

at Carlisle in 2014 with my friend Carlos 

Aponte (the former owner of my red Cor-

vette). We ran into Gus while we were 

looking for the CCA tent. Gus invited Car-

los and me to join him for lunch in the ven-

dors' tent.  Everyone knew him, and people 

were constantly coming up to say hi to 

him.  But as you know, he didn’t play the 

celebrity, he was always genuinely glad to 

see these people and would take the time to 

introduce them to Carlos and me and share 

an anecdote about how he had bought a car 

from them (or sold them one of his), and 

recite the virtues of the car involved. Lots 

of people will miss him. 
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Gustave "Gus" J. Bartoli, passed away on July 7, 2016 after a brief ill-

ness. He was the son of the late Pasquale and Vanda (Benvenuti) Bar-

toli. Born in Lucca, Italy on November 27, 1938, he came to the U.S. at 

16 months old and spent his childhood in Amherst, Massachusetts. He 

was a graduate of High Point High School in Prince George's county 

and attended the University of Maryland. While serving in the U.S. 

Army, he became a cartographer and later worked for the Army Map 

Service and the Department of Interior at the Interpretive Design Center 

in Harper's Ferry, WV. He loved going to car shows, flea markets, and 

working on old cars. He was a member of Council #14011 of the 

Knights of Columbus and the Corvette Club of America of which he 

was a board member for several years. He is survived by his wife of 40 

years, Clotilde "Tillie" of Frederick, MD; two sons, Christopher and 

wife Christine of Laurel, MD; and Robert and wife Jeanne of Myers-

ville, MD; grandchildren Jacob Harper, Ryan Bartoli, and Sophia Bartoli; a brother, John and wife 

Penny of College Park, MD. The family will receive friends at Stauffer Funeral Home, 1621 Opos-

sumtown Pike, Frederick on Thursday, July 14th from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be offered at St. John, the Evangelist Catholic Church, 116 East 2nd Street on 

Friday, July 15th at 11:00 a.m. with Monsignor Rob Jaskot presiding. Interment will be at Resthaven 

Memorial Gardens. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the St. Katharine 

Drexel Building Fund, 8428 Opossumtown Pike, Frederick, MD 21702, or a charity of your choice. 

Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.  

Published in Print in The Frederick News-Post on July 10, 2016 - See more at: http://

www.legacy.com/obituaries/fredericknewspost/obituary.aspx?n=gustave-

bartoli&pid=180607794#sthash.YIpwCDSO.dpuf 

 

 

In closing out my Ramblings this month I would very much like to pass along a message from Past 

President Jim Parisi. He called me while I was finalizing the newsletter this month and wanted me to 

be sure to include a message to the CCA Board and the full membership with thanks for the CCA 

Club Jacket that he received. It is clear that he really appreciates the gift. It turns out that a new posi-

tion at work is keeping him really busy but he hopes to get the time to get involved with CCA activi-

ties again. He does expect to be able to make it to Carlisle and Petit Le Mans this year. It was very 

nice hearing from him and having a chance to catch up with him again. We hope to see you at an 

event again soon! 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/fredericknewspost/obituary.aspx?n=gustave-bartoli&pid=180607794#sthash.YIpwCDSO.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/fredericknewspost/obituary.aspx?n=gustave-bartoli&pid=180607794#sthash.YIpwCDSO.dpuf
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/fredericknewspost/obituary.aspx?n=gustave-bartoli&pid=180607794#sthash.YIpwCDSO.dpuf
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Competition Director -  Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report - July 2016 

CCA’s 3rd Autocross – Lincoln College - Columbia, MD - July 23rd and 24th, 2016 

Our third autocross of the year was held on the fourth weekend of July. Unfortunately, it was so close 

to the publishing deadline for the newsletter that we do not have the results ready yet. The details will 

have to wait for the August issue but there is some news that cannot wait.   

On July 23rd we held another of our regular autocross schools which are open to members and non-

members as well as both Corvette owners and non-Corvette owners. On July 24th we held a double 

autocross. Two things made this weekend different from past events.  First was the heat which all par-

ticipants will remember for quite a long time. Saturday reached 99 degrees and Sunday reached 97 

degrees. This limited the turnout to about half of our normal amount and for many of us it made the 

competition a question of simply surviving the heat. But the most important news is that this was the 

first event on the newly paved lot at Lincoln College. The club has been looking forward to this for 

nearly two years. The old surface was not much more than loose gravel in some spots. Everyone pre-

sent agreed that the newly paved lot was a tremendous improvement. Our next autocross will be held 

in September and it will hopefully be much cooler. 

 

 

Starting the layout of the auto-

cross school course for the first 

time on the newly paved lot. 
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Recent Happenings 

As reported on last month, I attended a local June 1 IN THE PITS racing radio event 

(www.inthepitsmedia.com) where Tommy Milner was being interviewed. The interview gave a be-

hind-the-scene look into Corvette Racing and it’s 1-2 sweep at the Rolex 24 at Daytona, including the 

team’s decision to “let them race!” Other topics included 1st place wins by the team at the 12 hours 

of Sebring and Long Beach, and insight into Tommy’s and the team’s preparations for the (then) up-

coming Le Mans race. 

Unfortunately, Le Mans did not go so well for Team Jake and the #3 and #4 cars...sigh. However, the 

subsequent Mosport event saw a much improved 2nd and 3rd place finish and the terrific 1st and 2nd 

place finish at Lime Rock! Cheer on Team Jake at upcoming Road America and VIR events on Au-

gust 7th and August 28! 

http://www.inthepitsmedia.com
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Cumberland Historics Autocross – Cumberland, MD June 11th-12th 

As there were no CCA hosted autocross events since May, I thought I would recycle parts of last 

month’s article as “bookends” showing the historical significance of this fabled racing venue to CCA 

club members in this our 60th anniversary as a club! 

For those who are not aware, Cumberland was an early home to American amateur sports car racing 

starting in the 1950s and into the 1970s. Those old traditions have been recently renewed by National 

Road Autosports, who again hosts several autocrosses yearly on the airport tarmac, and also hosts a 

yearly hill climb. 

As taken from the current host’s website (www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html), at Cumberland 

“it was the grand era of American amateur sports car racing. Each May from the 1950s through the 

early 1970s, the likes of Carroll Shelby, Briggs Cunningham, Roger Penske, Dick Thompson and 

Bob Holbert would trailer (or drive) their rides into the Maryland mountains for the annual Cumber-

land Airport Nationals Sports Car Race. This event, sanctioned by the Steel Cities Region of the 

SCCA, featured the greatest cars of the period - Birdcage Maserati, Ferrari Testa Rossa, D Type Jag-

uar, Porsche 356 Speedster, Cobra, Mustang, Camaro, Sunbeam Alpine, Austin Healy 100, the How-

met Turbine Car.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Vintage picture from the 1969 event at Cumberland. 

http://www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html),
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And for Corvette fans, in particular Corvette Club of America members, here is another interesting 
piece of racing trivia taken again from National Roadsport’s archives: 

“1957---The entry list for C production was dominated by the XK 120 Jag, but the Corvettes took 1, 

2, and 3 with Dr. Dick Thompson getting the victory lap. This was the first win for an American 

built car at Cumberland.” This win took place within the 1st year of our club’s July 1956 establish-

ment. For more information on this historic racing venue, and archived historic photos, check out 

www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html and the Historic Photos link. 

As you all should know by now, Dick Thompson was a CCA member and our annual Dick Thomp-

son Award is given in his honor as a pioneer in Corvette racing. So it only seemed appropriate as the 

current Dick Thompson Award recipient that I too brought a Corvette (my #17 C6Z06) to the fabled 

site to battle (nearly 60 years later) with other Corvettes, vintage Shelby Cobras, Lotuses, and others 

where the preeminent Corvette racer and CCA club member Dick Thompson went into the record 

http://www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html
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Saturday’s “long” historic course was of epic proportion (FTD of 72 seconds with some times over 

100) so each driver only got 3 runs. The above picture is about 1/10th of the course! Sunday’s course 

was much shorter, flowed better, and we each got 6 runs! 

On Sunday with a little Dick Thompson “spirit” in the air (and sporting a new set of Hoosier A7s), I 

bested a near 70 “car” field with a time of 43.6! The field includes 10+ Corvettes, a couple Porsche 

911 GT3 RSs, a slew of Shelby Cobras, a couple Lotus Super 7s, a Lotus Esprit Turbo, a slew of 

Miatas, and other makes and models. 

Although slightly edged out for “true” FTD by a light and nimble Formula Continental (which I’m 

claiming isn’t a “car”), the next closest “cars” to me were higher 43 second runs by an LS3 swapped 

Miata and a GTM Supercar (mid-engine with Corvette running gear), a couple low 44 sec laps by Cor-

vettes and Cobras, and fellow CCA club member Jay Parsons was right there with a very respectable 

44.6 (top 10 overall) in his D-Prepared Miata. CCA club member Denise Parsons also ran strong in 

the family Miata, but was wishing she could have brought out her C7Z06 to play! 

The Parsons’ Miata known as “Tic-Tac” sporting huge wing and Hoosiers! 
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Capital Driving Club – Winchester, VA – June 18, 2016 

I also attended a local autocross last month hosted by Capital Driving Club (CDC) at James Wood 

High School. CDC is a local autocross-centric car club that hosts nearly 20 yearly events open to all 

makes and models, with several of its members running nationally and having national titles to their 

credit. This event I took true FTD as well as top PAX (indexed time) honors with a time of 44.77 sec-

onds in the 75 car field (which included a Shelby Cobra, a new Mustang 350GTR, a new Chevrolet 

Z28, and an assortment of Corvettes, BMWs, Evos, Miatas and other makes and models). 

CCA Car Show – Sport Chevrolet July 10, 2016 

In celebration of our club’s 60th anniversary, this year’s club car show had a little added twist. A 

“racers” section of track-capable cars progressing from pure daily driver→ streetable track car with 

brake pad and tire upgrades→more progression with race seats, harnesses and fire extinguisher→to 

fully caged and gutted dedicated track car with rear wing and aero→full blown race car (and vintage 

to boot)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The hit of the show… a fully restored 63 Corvette Z06 racecar with lots of racing history! 
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Steve Woods’ trackable street car showing necessities for a successful track day! 

More trackable cars in the show included Tommy Armstrong’s caged C5Z (left), my C6Z 

(center), and Pat Roney’s fully streetable C6 (right)...with about 100 track days and counting on 

its extended GM warranty! 
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Upcoming Months...  

In upcoming months I will finally be getting back on the track! I had hoped to try out the new (and 

local) Dominion Raceway by now, but unfortunately it has had a rocky start getting the road course 

section of the venue fully operational. However, I am looking forward to my first trip to Bowling 

Green in August for a visit to the NCM Museum and a couple track days at NCM Motorsports Park! 

LOTS of details to follow. 

Until next month... 

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director  

catlin3@verizon.net  

703-220-1136 

mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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HPDE UPDATE by Pat Roney 

 

BSR FATT at SUMMIT POINT CIRCUIT June 3, 2016 
 

Another good event with 3 CCAer’s participating.  Tom A had his Corvette C5 track car here and he 

was also doing the classroom instructing.  Art B, pictured below, is getting to be a regular at the 

events that I attend.  I guess that Art is serious about knowing all he can about HPDE’s as part of his 

responsibilities as a Director at the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park. 

 

We had beautiful weather for this event. 
 

 

 
 

The rumor that there may be a repaving of the track in 2016 is getting stronger.  They are also still in 

talks to bring TransAm back to Summit Point.  Thanks to Chris White for these exciting happenings, 

as well as continuing to make safety improvements to the track. 

 

 

 

CHIN MOTORSPORTS at VIR June 6 & 7, 2016 

 

Chin Motorsports put on another safe and fun event at VIR.  With several of our members doing up-

grades to their track cars, I was the only one from our club here. 

 

This was a very full event as is usually the case with Chin events.  Chin does limit the amount of  

drivers in every group.  Monday I was tasked with doing checkout rides for drivers wanting to  
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solo or to move up to the next group.  Tuesday I took over a student for an instructor that wasn’t feel-

ing well. 
 

 

I seem to be leading more and more parade laps on track.  My job is to monitor the speed based on the 

parade lap driver’s ability to keep up at a speed equivalent to highway speeds.  I have to adjust when 

drivers try to slow down to get some space so that they can get up to a faster speed. 

 

 
 

There are usually some pro drivers that run in the Chin Advanced group.  This event it was Robin Lid-

dell who drives the #6 Stevenson Motorsports Audi R8 LMS GT3 in the Weathertech Championship 

GT Daytona class, and is the reigning 2015 IMSA CTSC GS Champion .  Here Robin is driving the 
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This Porsche 944 sports an LS3 motor and pulls very strong.  The driver is an Advanced driver that 

was new to VIR and I was asked to work with him to show the line.  I spent a couple of sessions and 

then had him ride with me as I led the parade laps. 

 

 

 

NASA at Summit Point June 11 & 12th 

 

Bill S and I represented CCA at this event.  Bill was getting his Corvette C7 ready for a cross country 

rally so he brought his Pontiac GTO.  
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I parked up near grid with both of my students on either side of me.  The Corvette C7 Z06 on the right 

of my car was David S, one of my CornerCraver buddies who was doing his first track day ever.  The 

Corvette C5 Z06 on the left was a NASA worker doing his 3rd weekend on track and his first at this 

track.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running behind the Shelby Cobra is my student David S. 
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CCA member Bill S and his son Jeff with their GTO’s.  They seemed to be having a great time run-

ning in the advanced group. 
 

 

David S. with his Corvette C7 Z06.  We had a great time working together. 
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NCM at VIR June 27 & 28th 

 

This is a must do event with an excellent group of people and always a well run event under Matt 

Busby and Mike Newlander’s leadership.  For this trip we had 7 CCA members joining the fun.  Bob 

C, Tom and Nita A, Art B, Jim W, Gary N, and myself.  Bob C, Jim W, Gary N and myself had a nice 

uneventful caravan down to VIR Sunday.  Tom A headed down early to help with tech in. 
 

 

After tech in and registration we headed to the track to set up the command center for the event.  We 

were framed by the beautiful motor homes of Pat S and Art S with plenty of tents to keep the sun off 

and plenty of water to keep us hydrated.  
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Check out some of the beautiful Corvettes at our compound. 

 

Bright and early Monday morning we had our instructor meeting followed by an all hands meeting, 

where we met our students.  I had worked with my student, Kevin C, before and was happy to be 

working with him again.  He brought his new Camaro Z28 for this event and did a good job putting it 

through its paces.  Kevin asked me to take his buddy that came down with him out for a ride on track 

in the Z28 and I gladly agreed.  This was the 2nd Z28 that I had taken out on track and I was very 

pleased with the handling and power. 

 
During the meeting Mike Newlander introduced John Spencer, Manufacturing Integration Manager 

for Corvette.  John says hello at the morning drivers meeting and lets us know that his new ride is the 

long awaited Grand Sport and he had it here for us to check out.  There was a good group of GM Cor-

vette engineers at this event and Mike welcomed them all. 
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Checking out the new Grand Sport is my student, Kevin C, GM at a Chevrolet dealership in Maryland.  

Kevin is hoping to make it out for the August 27th and 28th HPDE at the National Corvette Museum 

Motorsports Park.  As I understand, the red tail lights is one of the ways to tell the Grand Sport from 

the C7 Z06, which has clear tail lights.  The vents on the hood are also different with only one row 

rather than two. 

 

These NCM HPDE events seem to be good for seeing the new models.  It was here that I first saw the 

new ZR1 Corvettes. 

 

Check this out.  A Corvette ZR1 came in from the track and someone noticed that there was pad smear 

on the rotors.  Well Art Spong jumped right on the problem and as you can see, recruited a few help-

ers.  Notice John Heinracy giving some moral support.  John also spent some time working on Tom 

A’s car to figure out an oil breather problem.  You just don’t get this at any other events. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier July 2016    Page  22 

And of course Mike Newlander shows up with his clip board to make sure all procedures are being 

followed.
 

 

 

 

I got a chance to ride with Jim W in his beautiful C7 Z06 the last session of the event.  Jim is doing 

really well with his track driving.  The C7 Z06 is one great automobile. 
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Below is a picture of Jim in his car passing under the bridge. 

 
 

 

And the truth comes out.  Our fearless leader is really a closet waxer.  How did your car do on track 

Mike? 
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 A little relaxation after the event was in order as we were all worn out.  From left to right are Dave 

and Sally W. from Cumberland Valley Corvette Club, and our own CCA members Bob C, Tom and 

Nita A. 
 

The Luau Party for the staff hosted by Pat and Evelyn S. 

 
Pat and Evelyn S. organized and put on a party along with many volunteers that was just out of sight.  

We all signed up to bring food and drink with the theme being a Hawaiian Luau.  This event was over 

the top as can be seen in the pictures below. 

 
Gerry W getting the ceremonial lay. 
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The Chef Goldie (blue shirt) 

and his helper. 
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Grid Marshall Ted and Myra.              Pat S. and John Heinricy trading secrets. 

 

Wes Wong and Gerry Wright.         Our own Art Bell. 
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Our fearless leader balancing the pineapples and check out the Jaws watermelon. 
 

 

Complete with a blue Hawaiian fountain. 
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At the back end of this picture under the canopy are a couple of the GM Corvette engineers. On the 

right rear is Eric. Eric and his wife Laura have been coming to these events for a long time and talking 

to participants. This is one of the reasons that the C7’s are so great. And congratulations to Laura, who 

is now the Program Manager for the Cadillac Racing Team. 

    
 

   Awards and speeches were plentiful. 
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Tom A. and NCM MSP Director Wes Wong reminiscing about the 

days events.  
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Cassidy and Amanda N. of the Northern Virginia Corvette Club enjoying time with Wes Wong. 

 

It just keeps getting better and better, and stay tuned because you haven’t seen anything yet.  Mike 

Newlander has promised to outdo Pat & Evelyn S. Luau party next time, which I guess will be the Au-

gust 27 & 28th event at the National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park.  I can hardly wait. 
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CHIN MOTORSPORTS at the NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM 

MOTORSPORTS PARK  

July 2 & 3rd, 2016 
 

Here we are back again to the NCM MSP with Chin Motorsports.  This is my 3rd event this year here 

and I always have a great time.  I am getting use to the 10 hour ride from Maryland. 

 

The first thing I noticed was the new Winding Road Racing shop in the Holley Building.  They have a 

nice selection of racing apparel, tee shirts and some car parts like baffles for your exhaust if you can’t 

pass the noise specs. 
 

 
 

It is really exciting coming to the NCM MSP as there is something new every time. 
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Being the 4th of July weekend the NCM MSP staff was having a cookout.  This is a great group of 

people and Danny J and his lovely wife handling the bbq duties.  The food was out of sight. 
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After dinner we enjoyed fireworks from the NCM MSP Observation deck. 

 
Thanks to all for including me in the festivities. 
 

 
 

The turnout was light for this event which gave us a pretty open track to practice what ever we liked. 

 

In the background you can see the NCCC national autocross.  As I understand, there were 21 auto-
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John and Diane D were here trying out John’s new engine. 

 
Fellow CornerCraver Oleg P was here trying out one of his Miata’s while also instructing on this chal-

lenging track.  Oleg found out pretty quick that you have to respect this track as it is very technical. 

 

Stay tuned for more excitement as we visit the following tracks in the next few weeks: 

 

August 20th SATT at Summit Point Shenandoah Circuit 

August 27 & 28th NCM at NCM MSP 

 

Please remember to stick to the speed limit on the street and if you want to try high perform-

ance driving talk to any of our high performance drivers about how easy it is to learn it in a 

safer place.  
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan  

NCCC Report 

   

 

 

 

 

      

 

Appropriate Message 

 

These were my plates in Colorado.  The message is appropriate at this time.  2015 was a busy year for 

several of our core members who were actively involved in getting all the information needed for the 

May 10, 2016 vote on separation from the NCCC.  Many issues arose, including our long history with 

the national organization, insurance, member opinion, and club values.  The CCA owes an appreciative 

“thank you” to Jon Thorn, your club’s parliamentarian, for all his hard work in setting the facts straight 

and for personally leading the membership poll. 

In the end, the Corvette Club of America’s members spoke loud-and-clear.  The vote was almost unani-

mous to discontinue our relationship with the NCCC after this year.  Beginning in July we will secure 

our own insurance policy through K&K for Directors and Officers coverage and event insurance.  This 

will allow for some overlap prior to the end of the year before the next membership drive. 

As explained in the Board’s letter to our members, separation will grant us more autonomy as a club and 

to serve our members and participants better.  Less than 1% of our club members have any interest in 

participating in national events like the NCCC convention or in “chasing NCCC points” at other clubs’ 

shows or autocrosses.  The CCA is largely a social and charitable club and its members receive little 

benefit from paying NCCC dues. 

Many CCA members may be wondering how this will affect them.  It is important to note that your 

relationship with the CCA will not change! Questions that may arise over the next few months: 

 

1)  What happens to my dues? 

You will continue to pay the CCA annual dues but it will be LESS.  This is because we will no longer 

collect the $25 portion of your annual dues on behalf of the NCCC. 

 

2)  How will the new insurance affect me? 

K&K will be our insurer for club and event insurance.  All club members will be covered at CCA busi-

ness meetings and club-sponsored social events through their dues.  Events like the car show and auto-

cross will require day insurance which will be paid through participation fees. 

 

3)  Can I still participate in other clubs NCCC sanctioned events? 

Yes, but our club insurance will not cover you there. 
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4)  Can I still stay with NCCC if I want to? 

Continuing NCCC membership would only benefit those that participate in sanctioned events and are 

interested in points.  Your NCCC membership can either be transferred to another club or you can be-

come a “Member-at-Large”.  Transferring to another club would require paying their dues and follow-

ing their rules.  Some require mandatory attendance at meetings/events or points to remain in the club.  

They would collect the $25 NCCC dues from you.  If you choose to become a Member-at-Large, then 

you would pay the NCCC directly. 

 

5)  What if I want to do a high-performance driving event (HPDE)? 

Neither the NCCC insurance policy nor our club policy will ever provide insurance for this type of 

event.  You are responsible for obtaining your own insurance. 

 

There will be more work to finalize our new course in the upcoming months, but I look forward to the 

opportunities that will open for us.  We are closing a chapter in the history of the Corvette Club of 

America and will create new ones.  Volunteers will be needed to revise the webpage, re-write the by-

laws, generate a competition rulebook, and market our newfound independence.  Please volunteer for 

a committee.  I hope to see our members at the many events for our 60th anniversary. 

 

News from the NCCC: 

1) NCCC will not share members information with anyone. Therefore, concerns for email spam 

should be dispelled. 

 

2) Due to cost concerns, NCCC will not correspond by snail mail any more. 

 

3) The new Director of Charity for the NCCC is Michele Cantelmo from the East Region.  The ma-

jority of clubs voted to support St. Judes Children’s hospital. 

 

4)  After announcing that the 2017convention was cancelled, the NCCC resumed planning for the 

2017 convention at Bowling Green.  The East Region has contributed $9000 of the money it owes for 

one acre at the Motor Sports Park.  The track has tentatively been reserved for an East Region event 

on the Friday before convention. 

 

The Lancaster County Corvette Club is holding a raffle for a brand new Corvette to benefit the Chip 

Miller Amyloidosis Foundation and Clare House.  Tickets cost $100 each and are limited to 1000 tick-

ets.  Details can be viewed at:  http://www.lcccpa.com/ 

 

Have fun, be safe and participate! 

Jay Srivatsan, Governor CCA 

http://www.lcccpa.com/
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.motorsportspark.org/new-high-performance-drivers-introduction-offered/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/mim-1-lap-of-kentucky-2016-tour-1/?instance_id=359
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/ncm-motorsports-park-holds-ribbon-cutting-for-holley-control-tower-and-winding-road-race-shop/
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Old Dominion Corvette Club 

All Corvette Cruise-In  

Manassas, VA 

August 13, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pre-Registration* available online 

27th Annual All Corvette Cruise-In 

Event Date August 13, 2016  (2pm - 6pm) 

Dash plaques to the first 200 Corvettes 

Door Prizes, Raffle, and 50/50 

Music provided by  oldies collection. 

Great food and beverages available at local restaurants  

Participant Admission is $10 per Corvette at the gate and includes 1 raffle ticket  

Spectators admitted FREE - donations encouraged 

*Participants who pre-register will have faster entry access to the event and will be entered to 

win a special door prize. 

 

No Alcoholic Beverages Allowed 

http://www.allcorvettecruisein.com/
http://www.mrdj.gomylocal.com/
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Save the date!!  Saturday October 1
st
, 2016 

 

The Northern Virginia Corvette Club and the Corvette Club of America would 

like to invite you to a fun car show supporting: 

All Warrior Transition Brigade and their families.  

 

Location: The Walter Reed Medical Center Campus, Bethesda, MD. 

When: Saturday, October 1st, 2016 (please add to your calendars now) 

Time:  12:00 to 3:30 PM   (set up team to arrive at 11:00 AM) 

Cost:  $10 per Corvette 

 

Advanced Registration will open Saturday August 5th - limited to 50 Corvettes. 

Formal Registration (requires formal base visit request form) opens September 

2nd. 

 

More information and a MotorsportsReg site link will follow.  For now mark the 

date. 

 

Bob Atwell will be our initial contact for more information on this event. 
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OCTOBER 21-22 2016: SIMEONE MUSEUM HOSTS  

CORVETTE RACING WEEKEND  

WITH DOUG FEHAN AND TOMMY MILNER 
 
Attention all Corvette fans: Mark your calendars for October 21-22, 2016.  The Simeone Foundation 

Automotive Museum is excited to once again welcome Corvette Racing Program Manager Doug Fe-

han, and 2-time Le Mans winning driver Tommy Milner for a 2-day celebration dedicated to Corvette 

Racing. Under Doug’s leadership, Corvette Racing has earned nearly 100 race victories, 10 team 

championships, 9 driver championships and 8 victories at the 24 Hours of Le Mans since 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY 10/21 EVENTS & SCHEDULE: 

 

The weekend kicks off at 6:30 PM with a Corvette Racing Party with Doug and Tommy. The duo will 

recap the 2016 Corvette Racing season during a buffet dinner which will start at 7:00pm. The evening 

will close with an autograph session. Friday tickets are $60 for General Admission, and $50 for Sime-

one Museum members, both of which include an open bar with beer & wine. Purchase of a Friday 

ticket also includes free admission to Saturday’s events, including Demo Day. 

 

Please note that tickets for Friday’s dinner event must be purchased in advance, and walk-up tickets 

are not available. Ticket sales for the dinner end on Wednesday 10/19 at 12:00 noon. 

 

6:30 Reception with Doug Fehan and Tommy Milner 

7:00 Buffet Dinner 

9:30 Autograph Session 

6:30 – 9:30 Auction item preview (items TBD) 

 

SATURDAY 10/22 EVENTS & SCHEDULE: 

 

On Saturday, the Simeone Museum’s 1963 Corvette Grand Sport #GS002 will roar to life at 12:00 

noon for a driving demonstration during the Museum’s famous “Demo Day” program. Doug and 
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Tommy will return to to host an auction of Corvette Racing memorabilia to benefit the Simeone Foun-

dation and to share stories about the history of Corvette Racing and their own racing careers. General 

Admission tickets are $12 for Saturday. 

 

Grand Sport Ride-along Raffle: 

 

On Saturday we will have a raffle for the chance to win a ride in our 1963 Grand Sport Coupe. Tickets 

are $20 each and go on sale Saturday at 10:00 am. All tickets must be purchased in person. The win-

ner will be selected and will take his/her ride during the Demo Day. Bring earplugs just in case you 

win – this is the loudest car in the entire museum collection! 

 

10:00 AM Grand Sport Ride-Along raffle begins 

12:00 PM Demo Day with 1963 Corvette Grand Sport #GS002 

Grand Sport Ride-Along drawing 

12:30 Corvette Racing Memorabilia Auction (items TBD) 

1:30 Doug and Tommy Presentation and Autograph Session 

4:00 Simeone Museum closes 

 

Full Information and Ticket Purchase: 

 

http://www.simeonemuseum.org/museum-news/october-21-22-2016-simeone-museum-hosts-corvette-

racing-weekend-with-doug-fehan-and-tommy-milner 

 

About the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum: 

 

Located in Philadelphia, PA, the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum is one of the world’s 

greatest collections of racing sports cars. Through our theme, “The Spirit of Competition”, we cele-

brate the history and evolution of these magnificent machines. Assembled over 50 years by Dr. Fre-

derick Simeone, the Museum contains over 65 historically significant cars including Ferrari, Alfa Ro-

meo, Bugatti, Mercedes, Jaguar, Bentley, Porsche, Aston Martin, Corvette, Ford and more. The Sime-

one Foundation Automotive Museum is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization. 

 

 

CCA members Bob Atwood and Jon Thorn will be attending this event.  The Simeone Founda-

tion Automotive Museum is close to the Philadelphia Airport. If you are interested in attending 

with the club please coordinate with Bob or Jon.  If you decide to join us for a couple of days of 

both modern and historical sports car racing discussion, education and plain old fashioned fun, 

please order your tickets soon so that you are not disappointed. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.simeonemuseum.org/museum-news/october-21-22-2016-simeone-museum-hosts-corvette-racing-weekend-with-doug-fehan-and-tommy-milner
http://www.simeonemuseum.org/museum-news/october-21-22-2016-simeone-museum-hosts-corvette-racing-weekend-with-doug-fehan-and-tommy-milner
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Le Mans 24 Hour Viewing Party at the National Corvette Museum 

June 18th & 19th 

As Viewed By  - Bob Atwell 

 

I am a long time Sports Car Racing enthusiast. When Jon Thorn came back from the NCM last June 

after watching the 24 Hours of Le Mans at the Chevrolet Theater, I had to go if it was available again. 

And it was !! 

First, a little back ground. I can't afford to go to France to see the race. Going to the NCM is as close 

as I will ever get to being in the pits with the Corvette Racing Team.  

I drove from Silver Spring, MD to Bowling Green on Thursday the 16th.  When I arrived in BG every-

thing got better. Friday I went to the NCM about 10:00am and found Bryce Burklow, who I had met 2 

years ago for an NCM Motor Sports Park event, great guy!  Bryce will always take care of you at the 

NCM. Later that day I had my first "Tour of the Factory".  Very interesting, Amazing! When I 

checked in I received all of the badging needed to get in and out of the NCM at any time during the 24 

Hour race.  After a while people were asking me questions as if I was employee. (Nice work if you 

can get it.)  I ask Bryce if I could meet with Wendell Strode - Executive Director of the NCM - some-

time before the end of the race, because I had a 60th Anniversary Medallion from CCA to give him. It 

gets better! 

We, the paid viewing visitors, were asked to be at the NCM by 7:00am CT or I believe 2:00 pm 

France time. They provided morning coffee, fruit, assorted goodies, water, sodas you name it, most 

everything other than a hot breakfast. No problem. The Chevrolet Theater a little more than I ex-

pected: The 28' Screen with 1 of 3 direct continuous feeds from LeMans. The others were Berlin and 

Tokyo  - 24 hrs + of Non Stop Coverage of The Race. In addition to the 28 foot screen they had 2 

large screens at the lower left hand side, one each with a live cam in cars 63 and 64!!  At the right of 

the stage was a much larger screen that was used for Direct Skype from the Corvette Racing Pits!!! It 

was impressive and very enjoyable. We could ask questions of people like Doug Fehan, Ron Fellows, 

who still gets excited about past races that he and the team have won at Le Mans, and Tommy Milner 

every couple of hours. Amazing, you can't do that even if you are at the race. As I have experienced in 

Mosport and Watkins Glen, Corvette Racing aims to keep the Corvette Fans HAPPY! Even if they 

don't win. 

So about 4 hours into the race I spot this gentleman that I recognize from the Rolex 24Hr in Daytona 

this past January. -  Foot Note, Corvette Racing came in 1 and 2 with only door panels separating 

them after 24 HOURS of Racing. A First!! - I introduce myself, I had my red - CCA-Bob Atwell- shirt 

on. As I said nice gentleman, his name is Wes Wong. He is a NCM Board of Directors Member, has a 

special place with the Simeone Foundation / Museum outside of Philadelphia, PA but most of all he is 

a really cool car guy. It was a pleasure talking to him and watching the end of the race with him. You 

had to be there!! 

About 10 - 11 hours into The Race, after bugging Bryce too much i'm sure, I found Wendell Strode or 
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was introduced. It was dinner time at the NCM, Cash Bar, good chicken and other reasonable fair. 

( Food is not the NCM's strong suite. You were free to come and go as you wish to find other any-

thing.) He was there with young family members and having a great evening. Then I show up, intro-

duce myself as President of the CCA and that I have a 60th Anniversary Medallion for him. He didn't 

miss a beat. "Bob, Pleasure to meet you. How about you make a presentation down at the stage?" Who 

was I to say NO??  I hit the bar, get a beer and wait...because I will be the only one to address the au-

dience, let alone Mr. Strode, the entire weekend.  Wow! Bob and CCA are on a different kind of map.  

We have a Skype with Doug Fehan, ask some questions. He doesn't see the end of The Race being 

good, but there is another 12 plus hours to go! Keep it Positive!! Skype goes away, lights go up and 

the man at the mike asks for "Bob Atwell would you please come forward". Holy Molly!  I tell the 

attended Corvette fans that I am Proud to be the President of the "Corvette Club of America" for our 

60th Anniversary Year! I tell them that we, the CCA may not be the oldest Corvette Club on the 

planet, but the Corvette has been in production for 63 years and we have been a club for 60 continuous 

years, a "1-Acre Club" and Life Time NCM Member Club!  I ask for Wendell Strode to stand and 

come to the stage so that I can present to him our 60th Anniversary Cloisonne Car Badge. Wendell, 

not a small guy, comes to the stage, shakes my hand and I present him with The Corvette Club of 

America's 60th Anniversary Cloisonne Car Badge. Cameras are flashing, people are clapping, stand-

ing, applaulding. It was quite a moment. Then, to my surprise, Wendell pulls out from his back pocket 

a CCA hat from when some member, about 1997, gave it to him when the C5 was introduced. He is 

really a friend and supporter of the CCA . 

I go back to the hotel to get 6 hours or so of sleep. I return to the NCM to find the #64 in Car Cam 

blank, Tommy Milner put 64 into the tires - Long Story - and the Ford GTs were running like they 

were under a completely different set of rules than the rest of the LMGTE -Pro class. I met up with 

Wes Wong again. He is a very interesting gentleman. 

I call my brother Don that lives in McCormack, SC that I would be there by dinner on Sunday instead 

of Monday.  I made my way back to Silver Spring on Tuesday and found the traffic to be a little cra-

zier the closer I got to home. But I was smiling no matter. I knew I was going back to the NCM for the 

next "24 Hours of Le Mans" in 2017! 

 

Editor’s note: This is a photo of 

Wendell receiving the CCA 

60th Anniversary Car Badge 

from CCA President Bob 

Atwell. We did not have a pic-

ture to go along with the article 

so I contacted Bob Bubnis and 

he came through as always. 

Wendell is wearing the decades 

old CCA hat that is mentioned 

in the article. 

Photo credit: 

Bob Bubnis, NCM 
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Theo Harris' BBQ Bash - by Van Vander Haar 
 

 
 

Theo's 2nd annual hometown heroes fundraising BBQ Bash includes the sweet rock 

sounds of Mark Shapiro & Friends, bounce house, face painting, food and much more. 

 

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

 

Providence Volunteer Fire Co will be doing a series of live demos throughout the day in-

cluding fire safety talks/demos that are great for the kids. Demos will culminate with a 

live auto-rescue simulation where the firefighters will use rescue tools to extricate a 

victim from a “wrecked” vehicle. This final demo will be fun for kids and adults 

alike...don’t miss it! 

 

This event was held on Saturday, June 25, 2016 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM (EDT) at Theo's home at 

717 East Seminary Avenue, Towson, MD 21286. 

 

I spoke with Theo regarding the genesis of this event. Theo had moved to this neighborhood about a 

year and half ago. He wanted to find out more about the community and contacted the leadership, the 

local police force and fire department and a Maryland Senator. He found that the volunteer fire depart-

ment was manned by professionals that do not get paid for their efforts to keep their community safe 

and wanted to help them out. They needed a new fire truck, and there were many items not covered by 

the county. He came up with the idea to develop a fund raiser event. 

 

Theo signed up with their local community association, and the Theo Harris Real Estate Team along 

with Keller Williams Realty, assisted in developing this event. Their first year they had around 150 
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guests, raised $800 at the event and around $2,000 came in following the event. This year's event had 

around 70 kids and 130 adults, so it is gaining traction in the community. Next year's event will again 

be held sometime in June. 

 

A few of us met at the Glenwood High's and Larry lead us on a beautiful countryside drive to the 

event. The weather was perfect on this day, and it was an enjoyable ride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theo's Black C7 race car was on display. 
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This was a fund raiser for the Providence Volunteer Fire Department. 

 
The fire department was on hand and gave rides to the kids in their fire truck. This was a big hit. There 

were presentations by the fire department for the kids that were geared to being safe. The presentation 

above was to show the kids what kinds of gear the firemen wear when they are fighting a fire. 

 
MISSION BBQ catered the event with their amazing truck with a smoker on back for the Brisket, 

Pulled Pork & Chicken, Sausage, salad and drinks. Everyone enjoyed the food that was available. 

 
There was a live band and a Vendor's area for additional supporters of the event. 
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The main, intriguing event was the simulation of rescuing a trapped person in a partially crushed auto-

mobile by fire department personnel. They had a wrecked automobile on site, and the "Jaws of Life", 

"Spreader" and "Cutter" tools used to effectively allow for the safe removal of victims of a serious 

crash. 
 

 
 

They gave instruction to a couple of folks on how to accomplish this, and Theo dressed up in Fire-

man's gear and used the cutter equipment to demonstrate the removal of a vehicle's roof to "extricate" 

a "victim". 
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Donations to the fire department resulted in a few of the participants having the opportunity to cut off 

doors and roof pillars. It was an exciting process to watch and more exciting to be able to operate 

these live saving implements. 

 

Thanks to Theo and his efforts to pay tribute to the Providence Volunteer Fire Department and their 

fine members. This looks to be a great way to contribute to their efforts to keep and make the commu-

nity safe and effectively do the work of saving life and property in the event of sometime, tragic cir-

cumstances. Our thoughts and prayers that they continue their fine work, being safe and sound as they 

perform their daily, often dangerous, work.  
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Looking for a Corvette to Buy - by Van Vander Haar 

 

My 1979 Corvette had an engine problem and it was taking too long to get it repaired. My wife didn't 

enjoy riding in it; a bit too loud and too harsh a ride for her, so I was thinking I should purchase some-

thing a bit more modern, comfortable and quieter. 

 

I was considering a 1994 ZR1, owned by our Ambassador to the National Corvette Museum, Terry. 

Then I got a call from our Webmaster, Rick. He told me he had information regarding a nice C5 I 

should look at. It was amazing, looked like it was still on the showroom floor. It only had 48,000 

miles on it. It came with the Heads Up Display, 6-speed, Active Handling, Real Time Damping, 

Power Sport Bucket Seats, & Memory Package. It had a Corsa Sport exhaust system, Breathless Vor-

tex Rammer Cold Air intake, Red Z06 calipers, and the C6 chrome 5-Spoke wheels. 
 

 
 

As a courtesy, I called Terry to let him know I was considering a black C5 Corvette with chrome 5-

spoke wheels, a Corsa exhaust, a Vortex intake and Z06 calipers. He said that it sounded like his old 

car. He looked up his serial number, and amazingly, it was his old car, the one he traded in on his 

2006 Z06. 
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I came to find out it was originally purchased new in November of 1998 by our, then CCA treas-

urer, Cindy. She sold it to Terry in 2002 who traded it in on a 2006 Z06.  It was purchased from the 

Chevrolet dealer by a fireman who eventually sold it to Rob who sold it to me. Rob is married to 

our webmaster's wife's sister and our webmaster, Rick, was who called me to let me know about 

this amazing Corvette.  The phase "It's a small world" resonates in circumstances like this. It had 

only 12,000 miles accrued in the past 10 years since Terry had traded it in. 

 

My intent is to keep it as stock looking as possible and only make cosmetic changes to make it 

unique and not change the reliability or performance of the Corvette. 

 

I had purchased it in September of 2015, just in time to attend the Ocean City Corvette Weekend. I 

took it to the show, not expecting to win anything, and was pleased and honored to win the prestig-

ious John W. Kource Memorial Chairman's Choice Award. I later found out this award is given to 

someone who wouldn't have expected to receive an award. 

 
 

One of the first things it needed was new tires. I haven't been fond of the newer tread designs, and I 

wanted the BF Goodrich KDW tires. I found some sources on eBay. Every Chevrolet car I've 

owned had upgraded wheels and tires, so I decided to move the 18x9.5 rear wheels to the front and 

purchase 19x10's for the rear, and I got them from OE Wheels at an amazing price. Then I got 

275/35ZR18's and 285/35ZR19's KDW's and had Tony's Corvette Shop mount them. The car han-

dles even better now. 
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I recently added our new Corvette Club of America decal across the top of the windshield, chrome 

letters for the rear, a subtle rear spoiler, Hella fog lights and some LED interior lighting. 

 

I've put over 6,000 miles on it in the last 10 months, so this is no garage queen. We love traveling in 

this Corvette and look forward to many years of exciting excursions on vacations and Corvette/CCA 

related events. And I'm keeping it in the CCA family. 
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CCA 43
rd

 Annual Car Show 

July 10
th

, 2016 
  
In his opening remarks Bob Atwell mentioned the rescheduling of our annual Corvette and All GM 

car show at Sport Chevrolet in Silver Spring, MD. The reschedule was rare enough that no one in the 

club, that I have found, can remember it ever happening before. As Bob indicated, in spite of the date 

change, the event was very successful. The club would like to thank those who registered for the show 

and all the spectators who came out to see it. Here are a few pictures from the event. We have many 

more on the club’s closed group on Facebook so be sure to check them all out. 
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CCA Founder’s Day Picnic 

BIG Cork Vineyards 

Rohrersville, MD 
 

On July 17th CCA members gathered at the BIG Cork Vineyards to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 

the club. The original organizing meeting of the CCA was held on July 17th, 1956. We also used the 

opportunity to line up some Corvettes in the Maryland countryside to get some new group pictures for 

the club. It turned out to be a fantastic day of cars, companionship, and corks! The universal feeling at 

the end of the day was that we will be back there again before long. It really is a beautiful facility and 

the owners welcomed the club with open arms. Here are a few pictures from the event.  
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Watkins Glen and Mosport IMSA Weathertech Races 
by Jon Thorn 

 

A group of eleven CCA members attended the Watkins Glen race at the beginning of July. For many, 

including me, it was our first time to the Glen. We planned for this trip eight or nine months in ad-

vance by coordinating with Janet Grunwald-Polasek who takes care of a Can-Am group of racing 

fans. We usually all end up at the same hotel - and there is nothing quite like a hotel filled with Cana-

dian and U.S. Corvette Racing fans! This was my fifth year of attending races with Janet and the Can-

Am gang. Evelyn and I were the only ones to go on to the Mosport race the following weekend be-

cause the rest of group had other plans but it was our fifth time at Mosport with Janet. Last year the 

club did a little better at Mosport because we had enough CCA members at the corral to win the club 

participation award. Maybe we will be able to do it again someday. Here are some pictures from the 

two tracks as well as from the week that Evelyn spent in Upstate New York and Ontario between the 

races. 

 

The Corvette Corral tent at the Glen is 

the largest I have seen at any track so 

far. This was a very large turnout but 

everything ran smoothly. It was very 

well organized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a rumor going around a 

month or so ago that some Weathertech 

teams were being very protective of 

their cars and not allowing fans to get 

close for photos. Without mentioning 

any names it seems clear that the blue 

oval got the message because it was 

very easy to get close to their cars at 

the Glen. This car has so many charac-

teristics of a prototype that many fans 

think it belongs in a prototype class. 
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This is what Headquarters 

looked like at the Glen. It is 

the Corvette Racing com-

pound at the pit wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were well positioned to 

get good photos without even 

having to leave the Corvette 

Corral but everyone spent a 

lot of time moving around 

since it was our first time at 

this track. 

 

 

 

 

Back in the paddock this is 

the Corvette Racing location 

with their now famous inflat-

able bubble fastened to the top 

of two of the car haulers. 

They appear to have plenty of 

room under the Big Top to 

support a four car team if the 

day ever comes. 
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Beyond Corvette Racing I have a 

few personal favorites in the 

Weathertech series that I have 

been following for several years. 

 

At the top is the Deltawing. Half 

the weight, half the horsepower, 

and you need to see it up close to 

believe it. Given that this was the 

beginning of July they had the 

car’s livery well set up for the 4th 

of July celebrations. 

 

 

 

#10 the Wayne Taylor Racing en-

try. WTR has done amazing things 

with this car but 2016 is the last 

year for the current DP class cars 

so this trip was probably my last 

time to get close to the car. 

 

The drivers are Wayne’s sons, Jor-

dan and Ricky and they are real 

characters on and off the track. 

 

 

 

Another favorite is the Action Ex-

press Whelen entry. 
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You can find everyone at the open 

pit lane walk. In the center here is 

Scott Atherton the President of 

IMSA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fan favorite is the pit stop demo 

during the open pit lane walk im-

mediately before the race.  Here  

we have Action Express showing 

a quick pit stop for the #31 Whelen 

car.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Glen is a NASCAR track so 

there are lots of grandstands. One 

big difference with sports car rac-

ing at the Glen is that you have no 

problem at all finding a seat. 
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Being more than a little bit of a 

history buff, Evelyn and I hit 

Franklin St. in Watkins Glen 

after the race.  On the upper 

left I am standing next to a 

marker for the start and finish 

line of the original road course. 

The very first post WWII road 

race in the U.S. was held here 

on October 2, 1948. At the up-

per right Evelyn is standing 

next to the marker for Dick 

Thompson which is close to 

the start and finish line marker. 

Above is the marker for Dick Thompson in the sidewalk across Franklin St. from the court house. It 

was placed there in 2003 as part of the Watkins Glen Drivers Walk of Fame.  Dick was a founding 

member of the CCA and was elected to both the NCM Hall of Fame and the Le Mans Hall of Fame.  
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Between Watkins Glen and Mosport we did a little sightseeing. Evelyn is a big goat fan so we stopped 

at a goat farm in Interlacken, NY. I think she spent most of the time trying to figure out how to get a 

goat into the Corvette. We saw the Boldt Castle in Alexandria Bay, NY (upper left) and it included the 

most impressive boat house I have ever seen (lower left).  We stopped in Clayton, NY to visit the An-

tique Boat Museum (lower right). That’s a place where I could have easily spent another day. 

We also visited Fort Henry at Kingston, Ontario on the way to Port Hope, Ontario to meet up with our 

Canadian friends. Above on the right is a favorite photo from the trip. We bumped into Jan Magnus-

sen and Antonio Garcia just sitting on the pit wall and it seemed like Evelyn belonged in the picture! 
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Mosport is a favorite loca-

tion and this turned out to 

be a good day all around. 

 

Here, Evelyn is leaving the 

corral tent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                        My car was so dirty that I                      

          probably should not be

          pointing it out but it is the 

          black Z06 on the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were able to score a 

2nd and 3rd place finish 

against the Ford GT with a 

lot of great teamwork. 

 

Second place drivers Oliver 

Gavin and Tommy Milner 

are on the left of the po-

dium and third place driv-

ers Antonio Garcia and Jan 

Magnussen are on the right 

side of the podium. 
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The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club 

meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club 

changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America since it was the intent 

of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club 

had over one hundred members. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of America took the first steps toward forming a national 

organization by laying the ground work for the Na-

tional Council of Corvette Clubs, a group which 

now includes 270 clubs with more than 17,500 

members. Today the NCCC is the largest non-

profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in the 

United States. The Corvette Club of America is 

honored to have been assigned club number one by 

the NCCC. 

 

The Corvette Club of America is a very active club 

with an excellent mix of competitive activities, 

social activities, and giving back to the community 

through charitable activities.   

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

President  Bob Atwell (240)375-3716 

Vice President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Jay Srivatsan (719)251-9403 

Membership Director Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Member-at-Large  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

 

 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
mailto:03vettebob@gmail.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
mailto:paul.vale@gmail.com
mailto:nita_s_armstrong@yahoo.com
mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:the_eagle_man@verizon.net
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:tpopkin@mac.com
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 
 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

   August 9
th 

 

Shop Night Location: 
 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

    August 23
rd

 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

es
t 

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and 

the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find per-

formance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for 

whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you 

in getting the most out of your tires and car.  

 

        9101 Brookville Rd 

        Silver Spring, MD  20910 

        301-585-2740 

        http://www.radialtirecompany.com 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

