The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 60th Anniversary Year

President - Bob Atwell

June 2016

Corvette Club of America Membership
Votes to Separate from the NCCC
Fellow members of the Corvette Club of America, in May a ballot was sent to every member of the
club both by Email and USPS asking you to decide if CCA stays or leaves the NCCC. The final vote
was overwhelming in favor of leaving the NCCC, 84 Yes 4 No.
I want to Thank Everyone who voted no matter Yes or No. The future of the Corvette Club of America
could not be brighter. We, as a club, have a lot of work to do before the end of the year. Leaving the
NCCC will give us many new opportunities as well as challenges. In the near future I will be asking
CCA members to be more involved in helping the club navigate these changes.
I want to share with you the News Release / Letter that was sent to the NCCC president, regional
executives and governors.
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The Corvette Club of America, Inc. separates from the National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc.
2016-06-20
Gaithersburg, Maryland - The Corvette Club of America, Inc. (CCA), established in 1956, has decided
to separate from the National Council of Corvette Clubs, Inc. (NCCC), which was established in 1959.
The membership of the club voted overwhelmingly to terminate the more than half-century relationship at the end of the 2016 calendar year. This decision was clearly not an easy one. In fact, the CCA
Board of Directors spent nearly a year investigating options before making a proposal which resulted
in the vote by the full membership in May of this year. The CCA feels that the NCCC has not kept
pace with the expanding needs of the clubs that support the organization and that it no longer represents the best interests of our members.
The CCA has been proud to hold membership in the NCCC as club ER-001 (East Region, club #1).
The club is proud of its number 1 position in the list of NCCC clubs and for having been a significant
factor in the formation of the NCCC by hosting the original organizational meeting at the Mayflower
Hotel in Washington, DC in 1959. Since 1956 the CCA has been a home for Corvette enthusiasts in
the Nation’s Capital metropolitan area. The club is honored to support local charities including Hospice Caring and the Wells / Robertson House as well as for the endowment it established at the University of Maryland for students in the School of Mechanical Engineering. The CCA holds a Lifetime, Club Level, membership in the National Corvette Museum and is a One Acre Club Member in
the new NCM Motorsports Park. This year the CCA will hold its 43rd Annual Car Show with the support of Sport Chevrolet, the club’s sponsor. The club is also proud of its partnership with Lincoln
College of Technology that facilitates teenage driver safety and skills training courses and supports
competitive automotive events including autocross and in particular the autocross school that it provides for beginners, whether or not they are members or own a Corvette. The club is honored to be
the steward for the Dick Thompson Award named for our club member who was one of the drivers at
the 1960 running of the 24 Hours of Le Mans – the first time that Corvette was entered in the endurance sports car racing classic. CCA founding member Dick Thompson, who passed away in 2014,
was elected to the National Corvette Museum Hall of Fame and the Le Mans Hall of Fame.
The CCA is celebrating its 60th anniversary this July and will continue to promote the Corvette culture
and to sponsor events to satisfy the needs of a diverse group of Corvette enthusiasts. We will also
continue to grow our relationships with, and support for, our local community and the National
Corvette Museum.
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I also want to reminded everyone that the 43th Annual Car Show has been rescheduled to Sunday,
July 10th and that the 60th Anniversary Club Photo and Picnic will be held the following Sunday,
July 17th.
Save the Wave!!
Bob Atwell
Corvette Club of America 2016 President
03vettebob@gmail.com
240-375-3716
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Membership Director - Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
New Ride for Jeff Perkins. He traded in his 2005 for a 2012 Grand Sport. Torch Red, Black Top and
Black int.
CCA license Plates for your Corvette or it can be your other car.
Gathering orders for July. Please contact Rich Roe. rick@rdroe.com or call 410-960-1368. All orders
must be paid in full before order is placed.
2016 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
CCA events coming up don’t miss out on all the fun !
June 25th Sat.
Theo Harris Home Town BBQ. See info. on web to register
free to attend.
June 28th

Shop Night At Sport 6:30pm-9:00pm

July 10th

CCA 43rd Annual Car Show - see flyer, be there!

July 17th

60th CCA founders day picnic. Held at Big Cork. Details in newsletter.

July 23rd & 24th

Autocross school on Sat, Autocross Sun. Details in newsletter. We need
workers.

Aug. 12th

27th Annual Corvette Cruise In (Manassas, VA) 2-6 pm 7787 Sudley Rd
Plaza. $5. Host ODCC Corvette Club. Flyer in this newsletter.

Aug. 26, 27, 28

Corvettes At Carlisle.

Oct 14th & 16th

Registration for Corvettes in Ocean City is open online at Free State
Corvette HERE.
Want to sponsor an event for the Club?
Please contact me so I can get the
word out and give you a hand. Looking
to cruise.
We are looking for new Corvette Owners to
join CCA. Please contact me and I’ll call
them for you.
Membership Jean Wade
2000 Red Coupe 1 Red Hot
vettehon@aol.com 301-253-6074
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

You may have noticed that there was no May edition of the Corvette Courier. The last time that I missed
a newsletter deadline was August of 2013 when I went on a 30 day, 12 state, 6159 mile cruise in my Corvette out to Montana for a family cousin’s reunion. Prior to that there had not been a miss in a monthly
edition back to 2006. So it is a fairly rare event to skip a month. Many in the club know, but certainly
most of the members do not know, that in January I was diagnosed with prostate cancer. After a lot of
consultation it was decided that surgery would be the best solution. Evelyn and I had a trip to France
scheduled at the beginning of May and we did not want to miss it. Surgery was scheduled for May 20th,
two days after our return from France. The recovery period was projected to be six to eight weeks and I
am well into that process now. The prognosis is excellent and I am working toward a full recovery. My
message to everyone is keep an eye on your heath. I was very lucky in that it is a slow progressing form
of cancer and it was caught early. Needless to say however, it has rearranged the first half of 2016 for
me. As a result, I had to skip the May newsletter and this June edition will be quite a bit larger than normal. I can already tell that the July edition will be huge because our club has so much going on. The June
newsletter is being published about one week late since our normal plan is to have it available by the date
of the business meeting. The July issue will also be about a week late. It should be available on July 19th
or 20th. While the delay is unfortunate, it does mean that the Founder’s Day Picnic will be included in the
July newsletter.
Changing gears, as you have now seen, the club is going public with the news of our decision in May to
separate from the NCCC. Both Bob and Jay have information on this in their articles this month. Since I
am Rambling along here I do want to make a couple of comments. First, we really needed to make a decision. We were in a serious bind on the club insurance and the Board along with several additional
members looking at the issues determined that the risk was simply too great. If insurance was the only
issue, we probably could have found a solution but there were a significant number of additional issues.
The conclusion of all who looked closely at the set of problems was that we needed to end a 50+ year
relationship. Wearing my Parliamentarian hat, I felt that it should not be a decision made by the Board,
or even at a regular business meeting with the Board and members that show up routinely. All involved
supported my request that we have a vote of the full membership. I am happy to say that with the help of
a lot of people, really the full membership, the process went very smoothly. It required a massive communication and education effort but, as you know the decision was nearly unanimous. The way everyone
pulled together on this really makes me proud of this club. The second item I want to touch on is that
now that the decision has been made our work is just starting. We get to steer our course by ourselves
now but it is more important than ever that we have active members supporting the club. If you have ever
wanted to show up at a business meeting this would be a great time to do it. A number of committees will
be formed to work on bylaws, reshape our competitive events, and many other areas that will need attention. This would be a great time to help out your club.
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Originally I had intended to include a short summary of the 24-Hours of Le Mans since the race just
completed while I have been working on this edition of the news letter. However it appears that Ford
was not satisfied with First and Third place on the podium in GTE and they have filed protests about
the second place Ferrari. To keep things interesting, Ferrari and Aston Martin have filed against Ford
claiming that they violated the “7 percent” rule about maintaining a performance gap between classes.
That gap is in place to allow safe passing by cars of different classes. Trophies that were presented at
the winner’s ceremony have been collected by the ACO. We will need a couple of more days to sort
all this out and in the meantime I am just sitting here enjoying some popcorn while I watch the show.
The Corvette story did not go smoothly this time. Even the last minute BoP change by the ACO was
unable to get us on a level playing field. Tommy Milner was involved in a serious accident. Happily
the many P&M safety features saved him from serious injury. While he was able to walk away from
the car I am certain he is aching all over as I write this. According to WEC timing and scoring Ricky
Taylor crossed the finish line in the #63 in seventh place. It was really nice that he got a chance to
drive the surviving car across the finish line at Le Mans. With or without a win it is a great memory to
have. While we were not on the podium, Corvette Racing did a terrific job. Jake remains a little
miffed at some of the details of the race and of course BoP, but there is no one more loyal than Corvette Racing Fans. June 2017 will be here before you know it.
CCA President Bob Atwell attended the NCM Le Mans Viewing Event. Perhaps I will be able to talk
him into providing us with a short article on his trip. I’d still like to see the Le Mans Viewing Event
become a major club outing in the next couple of years. It would be great to have a long line of Corvettes headed to Bowling Green to watch the world’s greatest endurance sports car race and spend a
couple of days at the NCM, Motorsports Park, and Factory seeing everything that the NCM has to offer.
Closing out for this month, let me remind you at that in July we have our rescheduled 43rd Annual Car
Show along with our Founder’s Day Picnic. It would be fantastic if the whole club could show up for
these two major events of our 60th Anniversary Year. Check the flyers for these events later in this
newsletter. Contact Nita Armstrong if you can offer to help with either or both of the events.
Save the Wave!
Jon Thorn, CCA Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Director - Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - June 2016

2nd Autocross – Lincoln College May 15, 2016

Our 2nd autocross of the season is now in the books. Thanks to everyone for coming out to play in the
“near” warmth. Although cooler than usual for late May at least this event had sunshine!
We had a strong field with 27 drivers running in the AM event and 25 drivers running in the PM
event. Thanks to continuing efficiencies at both timing and registration we were able to again give
some extra runs—this time 4 runs in each of the AM and PM sessions.
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Photographic highlights of this event are courtesy of CCA member Dr. Steve Woods! Thanks for
taking and compiling the pics giving a nice pictorial of the people and cars at the event. This event
had our usual variety of cars, with several non-Corvettes coming out to play. Top competitors in both
the Vette and Open classes had some good close battles for top honors, and were rewarded with CCA
Beer glasses at our awards ceremony after the event.
A big congrats to our overall FTD and open class winner Adam Crane in his Blue Focus ST, who
bested me with a clean last run of 47.277 to my best clean run of 47.590. I did have a slightly quicker
raw time, but alas took out some dreaded cones on that run trying to get used to my radically altered
race alignment specs on street tires.
Top Vette times were:

1st - Stephen Catlin
2nd - Tom Ressin
3rd - Andrej Balanc
4th - Denise Parsons

47.590
49.300
50.015
51.849

Top Open class times:

1st - Adam Crane
2nd - Pat Martin
3rd - Cody Burrier

47.277
48.560
48.736

A full listing of the results has been posted to our Facebook page and is available on our website.
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A special thanks to all of our club volunteers and course workers. Without you we could not host this
type of event!
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We hope to see even more CCA club members attend our remaining autocross events on July 23 rd
(beginner school), July 24th (double autocross), and September 18th (double autocross). Note that our
fall event has changed from the 11th to the 18th so we don’t conflict with Bel Air Corvette Club’s event
taking place on September 10th-11th at the historic Cumberland Airport in Cumberland, MD (more on
that venue later). If you have never been to a high speed autocross you should come on out to that
event as well. I plan on being there.
In the Pits Radio Interview with Tommy Milner – Centerville, VA June 1, 2016
I was fortunate enough to hear about a local Tommy Milner event happening at Red Rocks Cafe &
Tequila Bar in Centerville, VA (only a couple miles from work) so I couldn’t pass up the opportunity.
The venue is host to IN THE PITS-racing radio, a popular weekly program known throughout the motorsports industry that is broadcast live on site and streamed live on www.inthepitsmedia.com every
Wednesday evening from 6:00pm to 8:00pm eastern at Red Rocks. They cover all topics motorsports
related, both local and nationally. Info on upcoming and past guests and interviews (and other things)
can be found on their website.

I was unaware of special upfront “Corvette” parking that day and of course was driving my truck instead of my Vette. Tommy, however, received a “Corvette” parking exemption for his black Silverado
truck (far left of pic).
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Tommy gave a nice and informative interview in which he discussed everything from coming there
after a day working at the farm, his racing history and how he got to be a premiere driver for Team
Corvette, what it was like racing and winning both the Daytona 24 and Sebring event this year, an
interesting “behind the scenes” take on the Corvette team decision to “let the 3 and 4 race” to that
spectacular 1-2 finish at the Daytona 24, and his plans and routine for the upcoming Le Man’s race!
Go Jake!

Tommy casually chatting with the In the Pits radio hosts.
After his interview, Tommy took a quick break to check on his dog being attended to outside. After
that, he talked with several Corvette enthusiasts and other racing fans in the crowd. Tommy is a very
down to earth guy and hasn’t let being a factory driver go to his head! He just enjoys all things cars
and was so gracious to just hang and talk with anyone wanting to talk to him at the event.
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To go with my autographed 1/64th scale C7R hot wheels car, I now have an autographed Corvette C7R
poster.
This particular week, besides interviewing Tommy, they had an up and coming local stock car kid
Timmy “Mini” Tyrrell, who is tearing up the local scene at Shenandoah Raceway and the new Dominion Raceway at the spry age of 11. You heard that right 11! He’s been racing since 4, switched to full
size late models before 10, is the youngest late model stock car driver in the world to win an event,
and currently leads the points in the ADULT division!
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Cumberland Historics Autocross – Cumberland, MD June 11th-12th
I recently attended a two-day autocross put on at the historic Cumberland Airport. For those who are
not aware, Cumberland was an early home to American amateur sports car racing starting in the 1950s
and into the 1970s. Those old traditions have been recently renewed by National Road Autosports,
who again hosts several autocrosses yearly on the airport tarmac, and also hosts a Polish Mountain
Hill climb event yearly.
As taken from the current host’s website (www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html), at Cumberland
“[i]t was the grand era of American amateur sports car racing. Each May from the 1950s through the
early 1970s, the likes of Carroll Shelby, Briggs Cunningham, Roger Penske, Dick Thompson and
Bob Holbert would trailer (or drive) their rides into the Maryland mountains for the annual Cumberland Airport Nationals Sports Car Race. This event, sanctioned by the Steel Cities Region of the
SCCA, featured the greatest cars of the period - Birdcage Maserati, Ferrari Testa Rossa, D Type Jaguar, Porsche 356 Speedster, Cobra, Mustang, Camaro, Sunbeam Alpine, Austin Healy 100, the Howmet Turbine Car.”

Vintage picture from the 1969 event at Cumberland.
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And for Corvette fans, in particular Corvette Club of America members, here is another interesting
piece of racing trivia taken again from National Roadsport’s archives:
“1957---The entry list for C production was dominated by the XK 120 Jag, but the Corvettes took 1,
2, and 3 with Dr. Dick Thompson getting the victory lap. This was the first win for an American
built car at Cumberland.”
For more information on this historic racing venue, and a large collection of archived historic photos,
check out www.nationalroadrally.com/tradition.html and the Historic Photos link.
So...it only seemed appropriate as the current Dick Thompson Award recipient for the club that I too
brought a Corvette to the fabled site to battle with other Corvettes, vintage Shelby Cobras, Lotuses,
and other makes and models where the preeminent Corvette racer and CCA club member Dick
Thompson is in the record books!

My C6Z which bested the near 70 “car” field on Sunday!
Besides sporting CCA logos on my front wheel wells and rear bumper, I also gave some exposure to
our club sponsors Radial Tire Co. and Sport Chevrolet on the car!
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Some of the field competing...
The Saturday course celebrated the old historics “long-course” event. It also was in honor of Wade
Chamberlain, the “King of Cumberland,” who passed away too soon this year at only 47. In recognition of his prowess with his XP22 Shelby Cobra and more importantly the many people whose lives
were touched by him in the racing community, his car number and heat slot were permanently reserved so he will be here in spirit.

Wade “The King of Cumberland” Chamberlain
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Due to Saturday’s course length (with runs from 72 to 100 seconds), each of the 75 cars was given
only 3 runs. My coned 72.3 sec 2nd run was the 2nd quickest raw time of the day, but my clean 3rd run
only netted me a top 10 time. Jay Parsons, another CCA club member, posted a blazingly fast top 4
time with his D-prepared Miata.

About 1/10th of the Saturday “long” historic course
Sunday’s course was much shorter, flowed better, and we each got 6 runs! With a little Dick Thompson “spirit” in the air on Sunday, I bested a near 70 car field of 10+ Corvettes, a couple Porsche 911
GT3 RSs, a slew of Shelby Cobras, a couple Lotus Super 7s, a Lotus Esprit Turbo, a slew of Miatas,
and others.
I set FTD with my 3rd run time of 43.6, but technically did get beat later by 0.4 seconds by a single
Formula Continental (which I’m claiming isn’t a “car”) on its 5th run. The closest “cars” to me were
higher 43 second runs by an LS3 swapped Miata and a GTM Supercar, a couple low 44 sec laps by
Corvettes and Cobras, and CCA club member Jay Parsons was right there with a very respectable 44.6
in his D-Prepared Miata and again inside of the top 10 overall. CCA club member Denise Parsons also
ran strong in the family Miata, but was wishing she could have brought out her C7Z06 to play!

The Parsons’ Miata known as “Tic-Tac” sporting huge wing and Hoosiers!
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Thanks to Paul @ our great club sponsor Radial Tire Co. for mounting up my new set of Hoosier A7s
purchased in part with Paul’s gracious $1000 gift certificate I won at our annual holiday party! Please
stop by and say hi to Paul next time you have tire needs and remember to ask for our special CCA
club discount!
Until next month...
Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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HPDE UPDATE by Pat Roney
SCCA INSTRUCTOR CLINIC at SUMMIT POINT SHENANDOAH CIRCUIT
April 16th, 2016
We had a good turnout for the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) Instructor Clinic at Summit
Point’s Shenandoah Circuit. Eight Instructor Candidates were invited to the clinic and eight Senior
Instructors worked with them. Mhyar Alzayat, SCCA Chief Instructor, led the event and presented
the classroom instruction.

Mhyar Alzayat presenting to the class.
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Stewart F., NVCC, packing up after the event. Stewart was one of the senior instructors helping to
teach the instructor candidates was also one of my early mentors with the Teen Driving School.

Tom R., York County Corvette Club, was one of the successful instructor candidates.
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And here we have Brandon K. with his Lotus. Congratulations to Brandon for passing the instructor
clinic. I worked with Brandon and he did a good job instructing me around the track.

BSR FATT at SUMMIT POINT CIRCUIT April 22, 2016
Another good event with 4 CCAer’s participating and I was lucky enough to work with both Rich T.
and Bill S. We started out with rain in the morning and the track was as slick as I have ever witnessed. Weather worked with us better after the morning sessions with a dry track for the rest of the
day.
This was Rich’s first time back on track since 2012 and I was impressed with how well he did. He
definitely did SUPERCAR and CCA proud. Bill S. has run with several groups and is usually in the
Advanced group but since this was his first time with FATT he had to start out in the 1b group, which
is between the novice and advanced groups.
During our 3rd session on track Bill was working on setting up the turns and going to early throttle and
doing a great job at it. We were taking it easy in the straights. There was a Lamborghini Huracan behind us and he would gain a little when Bill let up in the straights and then fall back in the corners.
After the session the driver of the Lamborghini came over to ask Bill what he had in it. He said he
could gain a little in the straights but that Bill lost him in the corners. Bill is a good solid driver and
the Lamborghini driver had only done a few track days. After about 30 or 40 more track days the
Lamborghini driver may be able to better keep up with Bill in the corners. We all have to have seat
time to learn this great hobby.
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Chris White, who runs the Summit Point Mototsports Park for BSR is currently working with the
Trans Am series racing with hopes to bring Trans Am racing back to Summit Point in 2018. This will
be a huge success for SP MSP. Chris has done a great job of making safety upgrades to their track
based on input from all of the organizations using the track. Great job Chris in all that you have done
to make the track safer and now looking to make it even more exciting. There is even a rumor that
there may be a repaving of the track in 2016.

Our smiling CCA group posing between Bill S. GTO and Rich’s Supercar. Bill left his C7 Corvette
home for this event.
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Another big first for CCA is that our own Tom A. is the classroom instructor for the FATT. I sat in on
one of his classes and Tom did a great job. He has taken a couple of Instructor Clinics lately to get up
to speed quickly including the BMW’s instructor clinic. He has nothing but praise for the BMW program. Tom has never been one to sit back patiently and wait. If he is in to something, he is “all in”.

NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM HPDE at the NATIONAL CORVETTE
MUSEUM MOTORSPORTS PARK April 28 & 29, 2016
What a great month, with 2 trips to the NCM MSP this month, it is enough to make anyone’s month. I
was here the beginning of April with Chin Motorsports, the largest single host of track days in the
USA. Chin has just scheduled its 3rd event for this year here. When Chin Motorsports jumps in this
quickly you know this track is a winner.
This is quickly becoming everyone’s favorite track due to the great job that Matt Busby, Mitch Wright
and their staff do to make sure that we all have a great time. And it is even better when it is the NCM
that is putting on the event. Chief Instructor Mike Newlander, Co Chief Instructor Pat Sullivan, Grid
Marshal Ted DeVit and the rest of the staff focus on a safe event that is fun for all. These NCM
events are my favorites and I make sure to be there for all of them.
To make it even better, the Holly Control Tower classrooms are in use and are heads and shoulders
above any facilities that I have visited. The control tower and observation deck are first class also.
Josh Tompson, Facilities Supervisor, and his crew are busy working out the last few finishing touches
with the contractors. Josh takes this job seriously and has been known to interrupt his dinner for an
issue with the facilities. He, as well as all of the NCM staff, take a lot of pride in these world class
facilities.
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The National Corvette Museum’s board of directors, under the leadership of Wendell Strode, has put
together a great board of directors for the Motorsports Park, including a couple of world class racers,
Andy Pilgrim and John Heinricy, and many great business leaders. Among this board of directors is
our own CCA member Art Bell, and Mike Newlander, the Chief Instructor for the National Corvette
Museum events at the Motorsports Park. It is no coincidence that 5 of the NCM MSP directors were
here for this event and spent a lot of time on track as well as talking with the participants.

The view from Matt Busby’s office. Matt’s office is right next to the Control Tower, making it
convenient to service any needs of event providers.

The view from the Observation Deck in the Holly Control Tower where you can see most of the track.
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The classroom, with Matt Busby, the Track Operations Manager, briefing participants. This classroom can be divided into 2 rooms for multiple events. Window curtains are coming to help keep participants focused on classroom rather than the cars on track. And yes, that is John Heinricy up front in
the red shirt helping with the meeting.

Chuck Hawks preparing students for their upcoming track session. Over the years, many of us have
been helped by Chucks technical instruction.
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My student had just asked me to take him out on track in his Corvette C7 Z06 and show him how awesome it is when Andy Pilgrim walked up to say hello. As it turned out Andy had some free time and
agreed to take Bryan out in his Corvette. That was a ride that Bryan will not forget as the C7 Z06 is a
great track car and Andy Pilgrim is a great driver. By the way, this 8 speed automatic had no problems after Bryan and I had just come in off track before Andy took him out on track for most of a session. Having these professional race car drivers being so available is one reason these events are so
great.

Andy Pilgrim taking Bryan F out on track in Bryan’s Corvette C7 Z06. The next morning Bryan won
the raffle to have John Heinricy take him out in John’s Corvette C7 Z51. I mentioned to Bryan that
this would be the day to play the lottery.

The after hours command center hosted by Pat and Evelyn Sullivan was a big hit. Evelyn made sure
that all were fed and well taken care of. Evelyn does a great job here. She is a champion motocross
racer and you can often find her on her motocross bike around the pits, usually with Myra DeVit who
is part of the event staff. Myra is usually out on track making sure we all behave.
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CCA’s own Art Bell relaxing at the Sullivan compound and talking over the days events with Matt
Busby, Chuck Hawks, Mike Newlander and Kyle from Fall Line Racing.

Here is a picture of 2 gentlemen that have been big supporters of Corvette, NCM and our HPDE
events since the beginning, Jim Painter and Art Bell with Jim’s track Corvette C7 Z06.

The Corvette Courier

June 2016

Page 27

If you would like to give thanks for how great the C7 Corvette came out, especially
for us track enthusiast, these would be the top 3 gentlemen.

Art Spong, retired GM Brand Quality Group Manager for Corvette, Gerry Wright, retired HR/OD
Manager Performance Car Design, and Kirk Bennion, Chief Exterior Designer of the C7.
I was lucky enough to be invited to the surprise birthday party for our Grid Master Extraordinaire Ted
DeVit, put on by his lovely wife, and track enthusiast and driver, Myra. Ted is a great guy that gives
back to the NCM and the HPDE program every year by volunteering to keep us all in line on track.
The guest list for Ted’s birthday party was impressive and it was at this celebration that I got the opportunity to get these 3 gentlemen together for a picture. These leaders encouraged their engineers to
come to the track and be part of the great experience that Corvette enthusiast enjoyed. These team
leaders and engineers had such a passion for the Corvette that is evidenced by all that have had a
chance to drive one. Also playing a big part in this was the National Corvette Museums HPDE event
manager Roc Linkov, now retired and living in Florida, who did all he could to encourage this participation. By the way, Kirk Bennion was a very successful SCCA racer.
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Another reason that I am always happy to make the 10 hour trip to the National Corvette Museum is
my son Patrick and family live in Louisville, KY, a short ride from the NCM. Here is my son Patrick
with my granddaughter Hazel Lucille sporting her Corvette Club of America hat.
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CHIN MOTORSPORTS at WATKINS GLEN May 16 & 17, 2016
Speaking of favorite groups to enjoy a High Performance Drivers Event, I was back with Chin MS at
Watkins Glen this month for a great time.

Mark Hicks, Director of Chin Motorsports bringing the
drivers meeting to order with the familiar conch shell horn.

An attentive group of participants catching up on the agenda in the Watkins Glen garage.
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One of the perks of instructing is when the student asks you to drive his car on track. In this case it
was Renato C’s Audi R8 A10 with an aftermarket wing. What a fantastic track car this was. To make
it even better, he asked me to take his girlfriend with me on track. I asked Renato if he considered the
thought that with such a great car and beautiful girl, that maybe I wouldn’t come back. LOL
On track, I asked how she was doing she enthusiastically answered “GREAT”. When I asked if I was
going too fast for her, she answered “NO, FASTER”, She was a real sport. Renato did a good job of
listening and learning the basics and was very fast by the end of his first track day. We had a great
time together and are already looking to schedule another track day to continue the fun.

This Audi R8 was a great track car and handled very well on track. The automatic transmission
worked great in automatic mode, upshifting and downshifting flawlessly. With the help of the big
aftermarket wing it held to the track like glue. I was truly impressed.
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As we were leaving the IMSA groups were coming in to practice for the upcoming Sahlen’s 6 Hours
of the Glen coming up the beginning of July.

Just a few of the trailers lining up outside the garages.

A favorite of many of us, the Wayne Taylor Racing group with their Corvette Daytona Prototype.
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A LITTLE WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY HISTORY.
As I have mentioned many times before, at the Chin events you will rub elbows with a lot of people
that have been there and done that. I have met Peter Argetsinger several times over the past few years,
and it is always a pleasure. Peter, whose dad, Cameron Argetsinger, was the founder of the Watkins
Glen race and also the race track, has a very impressive driving career also.
Peter has more than 300 starts as a racing pro
with an enviable win record.
Peter has had thousands of private clients,
including former World Champion Damon
Hill, and Williams/McLaren driver Juan
Pablo Montoya. He’s also worked with Jackie
Stewart on corporate driving programs at
Brands Hatch, where Peter was the Chief Instructor.
Peter was relating a story about Sir Jackie
Stewart to us just before this picture.

Peter Argetsinger with Chin Chief Instructor
Jim Brazzi.
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Speaking of stories of the good old days of Watkins Glen is our favorite WG Grid Marshall, Gary Atkins. Gary is a local boy that has been a real sports car racing enthusiast since he was a kid. I told a
story about Gary a few years ago in our newsletter about how he got caught being at the Watkins Glen
race, against his fathers orders back around 1950. There was a serious accident and the local newspaper snapped a picture which had Gary right in the middle of the picture. Not much you can say when
your picture is on the front page of the local newspaper, so Gary accepted the consequences. Gary has
many more stories about the early days of Watkins Glen Sportscar racing.
I asked Gary how the “Inner Loop” got to
be called the “Bus Stop” which most of
us refer to it as. He said he thought it
was started by the car clubs that rent the
track over the past couple of decades,
that were comparing it to the Daytona
International Speedway Road Course Bus
Stop.
The Inner Loop was added around the
mid 1990’s after several serious accidents, to slow down the racers before the
sweeper now known as turn 5. He added
that it was designed based solely on Brett
Bodine driving through it until it felt
right.
Gary knows a lot about the Bodines as he
used to get into their local track free at
the mechanics entrance. He met a girl
that he liked and took her to one of the
races. When they got there the girl
walked right up to the front gate and
Gary was thinking “great, now I have to
pay for her”. As it turns out the girls last
name was Bodine, and her family owned
the track. Thinking this was meant to be,
Gary married her and they are still into
the racing scene.
Gary, at 81 years old, when not at the
track, spends his winters working as a
Ski Patrol at a local ski resort.
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Jim Brazzi offered to show me the original Watkins Glen race course so we headed out after the track
day was over and we had cooled down with some cool liquid refreshments. We drove to the starting
point where they had the following guide showing the course. After having driven the course I was
impressed that they didn’t all die on this course. Of course, the roads today are better paved and easier
to navigate. Many were dirt roads back in the beginning, At one point you are going down a steep
curved hilly road with a sharp bend on to a stone sided bridge. The stone sides were only about 2 feet
high and did not stop cars from going over the side. There is a railroad crossing on a straight where
the cars would get air, and then towards the end as you are entering back into the town there is a steep
downhill left turn with a building to meet you if can’t make the turn.

Here is a picture of the display information at the start of the old race course.
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This picture is from the display at the start of the old race course and it shows many of the famous racers that have competed on the Watkins Glen Race Courses.
Jim Brazzi and Peter Argetsinger both suggested that I visit the museum in town that has a nice video
of the history of racing at Watkins Glen. Peter’s mother founded the museum and Tom Weidemann
is the Executive Director of the museum.
Tom was nice enough to show me around the museum and spend a little time with me talking about
the history. I would recommend this stop for all racing enthusiast that visit Watkins Glen.

Tom Weidemann, Executive Director of the International Motor Racing Research Center.
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Here are a couple of my favorite pictures of club members representing our club
well.

Tommy Milner with one of his pit crew, CCA member Tony Kreafle, at the Baltimore Grand Prix.
Tony crewed for Corvette Racing at both of the Baltimore Grand Prix’s and also at the Petit Le Mans.

Our own CCA member Bob C at a NASA awards ceremony with his second place TTA award.
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CCA/NVCC/BMW TIRE RACK STREET SURVIVAL
April 23 & 24th
Corvette Club of America has been supporting the Northern Virginia Corvette Club’s Teen Driving
School for years and we have both joined in with the BMW Club and Tire Rack to put on the Tire
Rack Street Survival Event (TRSS). BMW has been very helpful providing us with insurance for the
event as well as technical assistance. As it turns out, the NVCC Teen Driving School and the TRSS
program are so close in format that the program works well together.
I want to thank all of the volunteers that helped make these events a success. Without your help we
would not be able to do these events. I also would like to give a shout out to Lincoln College of Technology for their partnership and commitment to this program.
This program is designed to teach the new driver to control their car in unpredictable situations based
on its handling limits. They master the application of driving physics using their car. They learn how
to make good driving decisions and react more quickly. They become more aware and learn how to
begin anticipating the actions of other drivers.
They spend a total of about two hours in three different classroom sessions. The rest of the time is
spent in their car with a coach. When driving, the student is put though a collection of exercises based
on real world scenarios while driving their own car. They work on skid control on a wet skid pad; go
through lane change/accident avoidance maneuvers; perform threshold braking/ABS exercises; and
drive a slalom course to learn about weight transfer. In the classroom, they learn about proper seating
position and hand positions, mirror placement, the concept of the contact patch of their tires, the theories of weight transfer, the use of long distance vision, and situational awareness. We talk about the
challenges of distractions to the driver, be it the radio, iPods, phones for talking or texting or just the
simple cause of too many teens in the car. We also may explode an air bag to reinforce what they
learn in class about hand placement on the steering wheel.

Students car being teched before the event.

Registration for workers and students.
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Skid pad teaching steering corrections.

Lunch with a presentation by Lincoln College.

A couple of pictures of cars on the Slalom course learning car control and the importance of looking
further ahead.
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Coaches working with students on how to check the cars fluids, and how to change a tire.
We all get a lot of satisfaction at the end of the event that we have indeed given these new drivers the
tools to be safer on the road.
We are planning on another of these events in the fall. Here is a link to the Tire Rack Street Survival
website where you can get more info on upcoming events.
http://streetsurvival.org/
Stay tuned for more excitement as we visit the following tracks in the next few weeks:
June 27 & 28th NCM at VIR
July 2 & 3rd Chin MS at NCM MSP
July 9 & 10th Chin MS at Barber MSP
Please remember to stick to the speed limit on the street and if you want to try high performance driving talk to any of our high performance drivers about how easy it is to learn it in a
safer place.
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan

NCCC Report

Appropriate Message
These were my plates in Colorado. The message is appropriate at this time. 2015 was a busy year for
several of our core members who were actively involved in getting all the information needed for the
May 10th vote on separation from the NCCC. Many issues arose, including our long history with the national organization, insurance, member opinion, and club values. The CCA owes an appreciative “thank
you” to Jon Thorn, your club’s parliamentarian, for all his hard work in setting the facts straight and for
personally leading the membership poll.
In the end, the Corvette Club of America’s members spoke loud-and-clear. The vote was almost unanimous to discontinue our relationship with the NCCC after this year. Beginning in July we will secure
our own insurance policy through K&K for Directors and Officers coverage and event insurance. This
will allow for some overlap prior to the end of the year before the next membership drive.
As explained in the Board’s letter to our members, separation will grant us more autonomy as a club and
to serve our members and participants better. Less than 1% of our club members have any interest in
participating in national events like the NCCC convention or in “chasing points” by attending other
clubs’ shows or autocrosses. The CCA is largely a social club and its members receive little benefit from
paying NCCC dues.
Many CCA members may be wondering how this will affect them. It is important to note that your
relationship with the CCA will not change! Questions that may arise over the next few months:
1) What happens to my dues?
You will continue to pay the CCA annual dues but it will be LESS. This is because we will no longer
collect the $25 portion of your annual dues on behalf of the NCCC.
2) How will the new insurance affect me?
K&K will be our insurer for club and event insurance. All club members will be covered at CCA business meetings and club-sponsored social events through their dues. Events like the car show and autocross will require day insurance which will be paid through participation fees.
3) Can I still participate in other clubs NCCC sanctioned events?
Yes, but our club insurance will not cover you there.
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4) Can I still stay with NCCC if I want to?
Continuing NCCC membership would only benefit those that participate in sanctioned events and are
interested in points. Your NCCC membership can either be transferred to another club or you can become a “Member-at-Large”. Transferring to another club would require paying their dues and following their rules. Some require mandatory attendance at meetings/events or points to remain in the club.
They would collect the $25 NCCC dues from you. If you choose to become a Member-at-Large, then
you would pay the NCCC directly.
5) What if I want to do a high-performance driving event (HPDE)?
Neither the NCCC insurance policy nor our club policy will ever provide insurance for this type of
event. You are responsible for obtaining your own insurance.
There will be more work to finalize our new course in the upcoming months, but I look forward to the
opportunities that will open for us. We are closing a chapter in the history of the Corvette Club of
America and will create new ones. Volunteers will be needed to revise the webpage, re-write the bylaws, generate a competition rulebook, and market our newfound independence. Please volunteer for
a committee. I hope to see our members at the events for our 60th anniversary.
News from the NCCC:
1) NCCC will not share members information with anyone. Therefore, concerns for email spam
should be dispelled.
2) Due to cost concerns, NCCC will not correspond by snail mail any more.
3) The new Director of Charity for the NCCC is Michele Cantelmo from the East Region. The majority of clubs voted to support St. Judes Children’s hospital.
4) After announcing that the 2017convention was cancelled, the NCCC resumed planning for the
2017 convention at Bowling Green. The East Region has contributed $9000 of the money it owes for
one acre at the Motor Sports Park. The track has tentatively been reserved for an East Region event
on the Friday before convention.
The Lancaster County Corvette Club is holding a raffle for a brand new Corvette to benefit the Chip
Miller Amyloidosis Foundation and Clare House. Tickets cost $100 each and are limited to 1000 tickets. Details can be viewed at: http://www.lcccpa.com/
Have fun, be safe and participate!
Jay Srivatsan, Governor CCA
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report
National Corvette Museum HPDE at VIR
June 27th and 28th.
As always, our program is about three things
- Education, Safety, and Fun! Students are
separated into groups based on experience,
with most being assigned experienced driving
instructors to help teach and enhance driving
ability in a controlled, safe atmosphere.
Along with the on-track instruction, the program offers second to none classroom sessions, to fine-tune the technique and theory of
high performance driving. Along with our
HPDE curriculum, we also have touring laps
available at lunch – Convertible Friendly,
helmet off, pace laps with tops speeds limited
to 75 MPH.
Registration ends on June 22, 2016 11:59
PM EDT
Registration information

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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CCA Founders Day Picnic
(and member/car photo shoot)

July 17, 2016
CCA Members:
Save the date! Mark your calendars for July 17th. We will be
holding a gathering for the 60th Anniversary of our club. We
hope to be able to take some group photos that include lots of
members and lots of cars! We plan on having lots of fun.
You are going to kick yourself if you miss it!
MORE DETAILS WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON: Mark the Date for now !
LOCATION: BIG Cork Vineyards
4236 Main Street
Rohrersville, Md. 21779
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Old Dominion Corvette Club
All Corvette Cruise-In
Manassas, VA
August 13, 2016

Pre-Registration* available online
27th Annual All Corvette Cruise-In
Event Date August 13, 2016 (2pm - 6pm)
Dash plaques to the first 200 Corvettes
Door Prizes, Raffle, and 50/50
Music provided by
oldies collection.
Great food and beverages available at local restaurants
Participant Admission is $10 per Corvette at the gate and includes 1 raffle ticket
Spectators admitted FREE - donations encouraged
*Participants who pre-register will have faster entry access to the event and will be entered to
win a special door prize.
No Alcoholic Beverages Allowed
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May Shop Night at Sport Chevrolet
Here are photos from the May Shop Night at Sport Chevrolet. If you have not been to a shop night
you are missing a lot. While there is the obvious opportunity to get in some wrench time with your
car, it is not necessary that you come with the idea of actually getting any work done. It is a great
time to hang out with fellow club members and maybe watch someone else working on their car for a
change. Occasionally it is just a social evening but more often than not someone is doing an oil
change, brake pad replacement or maybe just hunting down a coolant or oil leak.
Shop Night is on the fourth Tuesday of the month (except for November and December) and members
usually start arriving at 6:30 PM depending on traffic. Sport provides us the shop space and lifts and
you bring your tools and parts for anything you want to do. Around 9:00 PM those who still have
time head around the corner to Don Ramon’s, the local Mexican restaurant, for some food and more
socializing.
If you are new to the club, or considering joining the club, Shop Night is a great opportunity to mingle
with CCA members and get to know us. CCA Business Meetings, held on the second Tuesday of
each month, are also a great time to meet with members but the pressures of business and the big
gavel carried by the President tend to make Business Meetings just a little more formal. You will find
more information on Business Meetings and Shop Nights at the end of the newsletter.
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Editor’s Note:
On the 14th to 16th of May CCA member Art Bell participated in the AMG Advanced Driving
Academy at Road Atlanta. He posted a summary on Facebook and I found it so interesting that I
suggested adding his description to our newsletter. He graciously agreed. Art is on the Board of
the NCM Motorsports Park and is well skilled at getting his C5 around a track in the least amount
of time.

AMG Advanced Driving Academy – May 14th to 16th Road Atlanta
By Art Bell
Last week Saturday through Monday I attended the AMG Advanced Driving Academy held at
Road Atlanta and got hours and hours on track driving the AMG GT S automobile and am still
grinning ear to ear! The car isn't just the best track car I have ever driven, it not only does everything you ask of it, the car is intuitive!! Somehow the car knows what to do before I do, this isn't
just a bunch of nannies to slow you down, it seems to learn the track and lean into it; you would
have to drive it to understand.
The coaches were excellent and did not ever ride in car, it was all lead follow and follow lead with
in car radios critiquing and complimenting. The student was always solo in car. By the second day
the lead stayed ahead no matter how much you tried to catch them. Contrary to my expectations
that AMG would limit your driving in their expensive cars, you could push the lead car and he
would just pull away letting me set the pace from behind, well into the triple digits so long as instructor was comfortable with your car handling. This was a return to Road Atlanta and I learned a
lot on one of my favorite tracks. I felt very much in control even when pushing to the edge of my
limits. The coaches were very helpful and the in car telemetry captured everything. A full session
with an engineer displaying multiple screens with graphics, data and synchronized video of your
lap was educational and humbling! I think all the fractions of a second I lost in one lap added up to
at least 5 minutes out of a 2 minute lap!! Twenty four students split into four teams were timed and
my team won! For pure education and track time this was the best I have had in ten years of track
events. The level of activity and driving experience was equivalent to Black/Instructor level HPDE
and at least a third of the students dropped out by the 2nd day either by not showing up or saying the
on track driving was beyond their skill level. AMG did screen applicants to the Academy and I had
to present a history of tracks I had run and driving schools I attended and the group levels I had run
with and anything else to demonstrate I was experienced enough for admission. After a phone interview I was admitted so I was surprised so many dropped out.
AMG assembled an elegant large portable facility divided into sections for seating, another for helmets and stuff, a dining area and electronics room. Breakfast and lunch were served buffet style
with multiple entrees and every bit as comprehensive a selection as the finest restaurant buffets
with helpful servers, real plates, silver and cloth napkins. An offsite dinner Monday night was at a 4
star restaurant, I know it was four star because I had no idea what two of the entrees were! Each of
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the four teams was identified by a color and the dining room tables were colored to match your team
color to encourage sitting together. The “WOW” factor hit us many times as AMG exceeded all expectations. Bravo to the AMG division of Mercedes Benz, an absolutely outstanding group of AMG
cars including the SLS and overall, a beyond first class event.
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club
meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club
changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America since it was the intent
of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club
had over one hundred members.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of America took the first steps toward forming a national
organization by laying the ground work for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group which
now includes 270 clubs with more than 17,500
members. Today the NCCC is the largest nonprofit, all volunteer Corvette organization in the
President
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
United States. The Corvette Club of America is
Vice President
Rich Taylor
(240)460-9797
honored to have been assigned club number one by Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
the NCCC.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club
with an excellent mix of competitive activities,
social activities, and giving back to the community
through charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Member-at-Large

Jay Srivatsan
(719)251-9403
Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074
Steve Catlin
(703)220-1136
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368
Jim Parisi
(410)292-8722

Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
NCM Ambassador

Jon Thorn
Terry Popkin

(301)963-4864
(301)949-2464

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:
th

July 12

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:
th

June 28
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and
the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find performance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for
whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you
in getting the most out of your tires and car.
9101 Brookville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-585-2740
http://www.radialtirecompany.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

