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President - Bob Atwell
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February was an unusually busy month for the club this year. We had to move our Annual Awards
Winter Dinner Party to the evening of February 6th at The Golden Bull Grand Cafe in Gaithersburg.
The food was very good. I believe that everyone that came had a great time with their fellow CCA
members and friends. Steve Catlin received the perpetual Dick Thompson Award for the member with
the most NCCC points in competition events. Thanks to Nita Armstrong and all of the other members
that helped make this a big success.
February 14th was the annual Valentines Day Brunch at Old South Mountain Inn. This was well attended with everyone saying the food and friends made for a great time. Thanks go to Jean Marie
Wade for organizing this outing.
Last, but not least, on February 28th we had the annual CCA Winter Karting event. A new location this
year was the AUTOBAHN Indoor Speedway in Jessup, MD. Pat Roney organized this event again this
year. Over 45 would be racers showed up and everyone went away smiling. It was a fun way to shake
off the Winter Blues thanks to Pat Roney!
March is a great time of year because you know that April is near. That means the start of the Autocross season, Car Shows and events at Carlisle just to name a few. Events and outings for just about
every Corvette owner are just around the corner.
I encourage all of Corvette Club of America members to attend our Monthly Membership Meeting March 8th 7:30 - at the Golden Bull Grand Cafe in Gaithersburg, as well as Shop Night at our great
sponsor SPORT Chevrolet, March 22nd, 6:00pm. The Corvette Club of America didn't get to our 60th
Anniversary without participation from it's members.
I promise if you get more involved with CCA, you will be glad you did.
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Save The Wave!
Bob Atwell
2016 CCA President
03vettebob@gmail.com
240-375-3716
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Membership Director - Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-938-2077, or 301-253-6074
24716 Tandem Dr.
Damascus, Md. 20872-2312
vettehon@aol.com
Welcome back Member Don App who is now living in Florida. He is recovering from his heart operation
and doing well. He has a 71 gold roadster. Don has been in the CCA since 1985.
2016 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
Every Member should now have their 2016 CCA membership card. If you paid for NCCC membership you should also have your NCCC membership card which was mailed by the NCCC.
If you renewed and do not have the cards, please contact me.
Thanks for making the Valentines Brunch at South Mountain a success. We had a great time. See
the photos later in this edtion!

CCA events coming up. Don’t miss out on all the fun.
March 8th

CCA membership and business meeting, Golden Bull, see notice on page 38.

March 19th

Mobil 1 64th Annual 12 Hours of Sebring, see notice on page 16.

March 22nd

Shop Night, see notice on page 38.

April 9th

Autocross driver’s school at Lincoln College, Columbia, MD.

April 10th

Double Autocross event at Lincoln College, Columbia, MD.
Register Online at www.corvetteclubofamerica.org

Jean-Marie Wade 2000 Red Coupe
1 Red Hot
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

On the slim chance that you have not heard the news, this year is the 60th Anniversary of the Corvette
Club of America. That is quite an accomplishment for any social club. As part of our anniversary year I
plan to have a few articles looking back at the club’s history. Thanks to acquiring the minutes of club
meetings from the very early days we have an accurate record of events back to 1957. This month I’ve
written an article on our club’s role in the founding of the National Council of Corvette Clubs.
Check it out beginning on page 17 of this edition of the Courier. I promise you will be surprised.
We received the early CCA meeting minutes about a year ago. I plan to have several more historical
articles during this year but the big effort behind the scenes has been on organizing and preserving these
documents for the future. We received four large binders of minutes which had been sitting in a box in a
garage for decades. Each page is carefully scanned and entered in a digital library that the CCA Board is
maintaining in a Dropbox account. The pages are then carefully placed in heavyweight secure sheet protectors and added to new binders in chronological order. It is taking awhile to accomplish all this but
when it is completed we will have an amazing record of the first 20 years of the club.
A big March event is of course the Sebring race. There is a lot of history here too but more on that
shortly. Corvette Racing had a totally fantastic finish at the 24-Hours of Daytona and they are looking for
a win in the second event of the Triple Crown on March 19th. If you are not one of the lucky ones like
Jim Parisi who will be at the race, then you will want to follow the race from home. To make that a little
easier I have a “flyer” on page 16 that provides everything you need to know. This year is the 64th running of what is now called the Mobil 1 12-hours of Sebring. I consider myself very lucky to have been
able to attend the 60th anniversary of the race. But going back a little further - to the first one in 1952 the CCA is honored to be able to say that future founding member Dick Thompson finished in 8th place
in his daily driver, a MG TD. Racing was a little different in those days. He and a friend drove to Florida
from Washington, D.C.; ran the 12 hour race; and then drove the car home. It is hard to even imagine the
logistics now. No car hauler. No trailer. No support team. No Interstate 95 (and no Interstate system at
all). No cell phone. No GPS and just paper maps. Be thinking about this on March 19th while you are at
home cheering for Corvette Racing and watching the race on TV and perhaps checking Timing & Scoring on the Internet.
The monthly CCA Business meeting is Tuesday, March 8th at 7:30PM. Details are on page 38 of this edition. We have a lot going on this year as part of our anniversary celebration and it would be great to
have more members participating in meetings and aware
of the club’s plans. One thing the club has done is commission a car badge to mark the anniversary. While it can
be mounted on your Corvette like car badges from the
days of old, it also has many other decorative uses. The
badge will be available soon and will be delivered in a
display box. We just received the first sample from production and it will be available for inspection at the meeting on Tuesday. The badge is stamped from a 3 inch diameter, 1/8 inch thick, brass disc. The brass is gold plated
and then impressions in the brass are filled with enamel
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paste which is then fired in a kiln just like badges from 100 years ago. Show up at the meeting and
take a look at it!
Please be sure to check Jay’s NCCC Governor’s Report. There is a common theme between our two
organizations. We are both trying to make sure that we can contact every one of our members with
important information. The CCA is currently making an effort to update our email list. Many of you
have already been contacted by the club and have responded. This is going to be an exceptional year
for your club and when you receive a request for your current email address please respond as soon as
you can. If we cannot reach you by email we will be contacting you by U.S. Mail.
Facebook is another method that we are using to distribute information. If you use Facebook, make
sure to check out our private closed group by doing a search for “Corvette Club of America”. Request
to join the group and you will be admitted as soon as we verify your membership in the CCA. We
have a second Facebook Page at “Corvette Club of America, Inc.” and this one is open to the public.
Interest in this page has been growing regularly and in fact our most recent post on the introduction of
the C7 Grand Sport has almost 3000 views.
Until next month, Save the Wave !!
Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Editor
jthorn44@msn.com
H: 301-963-4864
C: 301-518-6257
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Competition Director - Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report - March 2016

We are inching closer to spring, and I am just now getting my car into the shop for much needed repairs. Hopefully it will be completed and ready to run by our first autocross.
Speaking of which, our 1st autocross school will take place at Lincoln College on Saturday, April 10.
We will be holding a double autocross on Sunday, April 11. Additional autocrosses are scheduled for
May 15th, July 24th and September 11th. Get signed up and enjoy a day with the club!

Refrigerator Bowl- Summit Point February 7, 2016
While many of you were attending pre-Super Bowl parties, I ran with Go Fast Events on the Shenandoah course at Summit Point with my Yvette.

My car getting a little air hopping out of the Karussel.
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It was a rather cold, but at least dry, event. However, the track was still quite slick and had patches
of ice, forcing a change of event order to run the Karussel first so that the pistol grip section could
thaw a bit.

A beautiful C7 Z06 out for a brisk run through the esses.

David Savage brought his white C7 Z51 down from Pennsylvania for the event.
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With the cold track I couldn’t put any power down and had to baby the throttle. The reverse course
flowed fairly well, with most cars getting some (or a lot) of air hopping out of the Karussel. The
walls and safety barriers weren’t as forgiving in this direction though as we had a near miss in
David Savage’s C7 doing a 4-wheel off excursion very near the wall and a Mustang 5.0 that did
lose its battle with a wall. I chose wisely today, erring on the side of caution. Although I ran slower
than I wanted to run (losing my clutch along the way didn’t help) I brought the car back in one
piece and still managed to place 3rd overall, getting beat by an AWD Subaru and a turbo Scion
track car that had much more forward bite than my torque monster off the line.

Notice the remaining snow in the background off the course.
After a short lunch break we regrouped for a try at the pistol grip section of Shenandoah (in the unusual clockwise rotation). The course was interesting for me as I had numerous track days here but
never ran it backwards! Again the track was slick, with a couple corners that still had minor ice and
left over salt.
By now my smoking and dead clutch seemed to cool down and regain a little grab, but the ailing
clutch may have been a blessing as it forced me to focus more on line and braking and really prevented me from overdriving too much by having to short shift and roll the throttle to avoid slip.
I felt more comfortable with this course, even though the walls and snow were much closer, notching quicker and quicker times with each run. As with the AM course, there were a couple corners
where patience and throttle modulation were keys to success.
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This time I managed to finish 2nd overall, just a tenth or so out of 1st, closely followed by the Subaru again, and got home in time to clean up and watch the Super Bowl (it wasn’t as exciting).

Again note the snow off line.

CCA Karting – Jessup, MD. February 29, 2016
Pat Roney again coordinated and setup this year’s go karting event. It was a great time had by all of
the near 50 participants and spectators. The event was run this year at Autobahn Speedway in Jessup, MD in electric carts. A complete rundown of the event is being provided by Pat. On behalf of
CCA, myself and my boys who attended, I’m giving a big shout out to Pat for all the hard work in
single-handedly organizing and putting on this great event! I also have to give a big shout out to my
son Tyler for finishing 3rd overall (and for passing me in a heat race and beating his brother Zack).
I think we will have to consider doing this more than once a year!
Until next month…
Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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The Corvette Club of America’s 7th Annual Karting Event at
Autobahn Indoor Speedway
by Pat Roney
The 7th annual Corvette Club of America’s Karting Event is in the books and it was a big success
with smiles everywhere. Autobahn Indoor Speedway in Jessup, Maryland did a great job meeting
and exceeding the expectations of our event. Our format is a little different from most and Sean
Maher, GM of Autobahn Indoor Speedway, was able to make it work for us. Sean and his staff are
very professional and go out of their way for all of their customers to assure a great experience.

We managed to get 31 of our 44 participants into the picture this year.
This years event had 44 participants ranging from our High Performance Driving Instructors and
road racing wheel to wheel drivers to our gentler Arrive and Drive participants and new this year,
the Junior Racers.
I am thrilled with the addition of the Junior Racers as it gets our kids and grandkids involved. The
Junior Racers are between the ages of 8 and 12 and must be at least 48 inches tall. I am particularly
happy that 2 of my grandkids fall into this category and were able to participate in this event.
The Arrive and Drive Race allows family members that are not as involved in the racing scene to get
out on the track and have some fun. This is another group that I am thrilled to see developing nicely
and providing fun for all of our members. I am especially thankful for the enthusiasm that A & D
participant Elisa Merindino brings to the table to get us even more excited about this fun event.
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First place in our Karting event went to our own Steve Catlin. I am so happy that Steve joined
our club as we now have someone that can beat the Northern Virginia Corvette Club guys for the
top spot. Also on the podium is Steve’s son Tyler with the 3rd place trophy and our own Jean
Wade’s son Doug, who captured the second place trophy. Actually, Doug and Tyler had identical
lap times of 22.988 seconds. Do you know how hard it is to match times to 1,000’s of second?

First place in our Arrive and Drive Race group went to Steve Woods, with second going to
Audrey Bagdon. 3rd place went to Sunil Ratnam, nephew of Jay Srivatsan, who had to leave
before the awards presentation.
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And now for the best part. Here we have the winners of the Junior’s Race. First place went to
Ian Swanson, with a close 2nd going to Bryce Dalessandro, 3rd place to Maddie Swanson and 4th
place to Gabby Witte.
These juniors all did great and came off the track with big smiles on their face. Ian and Maddie
are my grandkids, Bryce is a good friend to Steve Woods, and Gabby is the daughter of Goldie
Witte. Goldie is one of the chief instructors for the Audi club.
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Pictured here is Autobahn’s David Smith on
my left, working with me to make a change to
the format. This young man was amazing at
jumping through hoops to accommodate our
different format.
Stay tuned for more High Performance Drivers
Events this month. We are heading to the following HPDE’s:
March 5 & 6th Virginia International Raceway with Chin Motorsports.
March 12 & 13th Summit Point Circuit with SCCA
March 18th Summit Point Circuit with BSR FATT
There is a Tire Rack Street Survival event being put on by Northern Virginia Corvette Club and
Corvette Club of America and the BMW-CCA April 24th at Lincoln College of Technology. At
this event we teach teens an accident avoidance course that will help them if they have to deal
with a crisis on the roads. The link to find more about this great program is:
http://streetsurvival.org/
This is a link to sign up for our event:
https://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/register.trss/uidEvent/37BE93F9-F7A5-D5E73CC434D4CBB37099
Please remember to stick to the speed limit on the street and if you want to try high performance
driving talk to any of our high performance drivers about how easy it is to learn it in a safer place.
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan

NCCC Report
I can’t take credit for the cartoon but I would like to add an
extra stick figure checking emails on a cellphone while getting hit by a bus! I think it’s an accurate reflection of communication in our time. With the advent of social media
and the internet, it’s possible to let the whole world know
what is being done at any given minute. Why then is it so
hard for our club to contact its members?
The Corvette Club of America is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. There will be many new and exciting
things happening and it is imperative that we be able to
communicate with our members. There will be plenty to do
as we plan for our picnic and annual car show. Volunteers
will be needed.
If you are not receiving email from the club, please check your Spam folder. In addition to the
events calendar which is on the CCA webpage, we are considering notifying members of upcoming
events via email to encourage participation.
Communication was the theme of the NCCC national meeting as well:
1) Statistics show that only 46% of the members have an email address listed on their database
profile page. The NCCC President will be sending out some very important emails shortly and
we would like to insure his message is reaching a much higher percentage of the membership.
2) Recently Eckler’s sent out a 2016 calendar to NCCC primary members. Apparently not all primary members received the calendar, which led to many complaints. If you want to get promotional email and mail from companies like Eckler’s, Corvette America, etc. please notify me so
that I can update the NCCC database with your preferences. Similarly, if you want to opt-out
and not share your personal information, let me know.
3) There were several clubs that had NCCC membership packets returned due to incorrect addresses. This did not affect our club. Many thanks to Jean, our membership director for her
hard work in keeping track of people.
4) The Family Helping Family directory that is currently published is up to date. http://
www.corvettesnccc.org/Family/index.html If you are travelling or would like to volunteer for it
and need the username and password, please contact me.
Have fun, be safe, and participate!
Jay Srivatsan
Governor, CCA
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report
Congratulations to CCA member Art Bell on his
election to the NCM Motorsports Park Board of
Directors. You can read more about Art and John
Heinricy here:
http://www.motorsportspark.org/ncm-motorsportspark-adds-two-new-board-members/

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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CCA Members !!
Be sure to watch
CORVETTE RACING
as they take on the
second event of the
Triple Crown
March 19

Watch Live Timing & Scoring @ www.imsa.com
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CCA and the NCCC
Our Club History is Not Necessarily What You Think
by Jon Thorn
Most CCA members will say that our club was a founding member of the NCCC. This has been a part
of the club’s view of history for many decades. Two things have prompted me to put this article together. First, we were able to obtain the original CCA Board Meeting and Business Meeting minutes
dating back to 1957. And second, this is the club’s 60th Anniversary year and it seems like an ideal
time to take a look back at the early years of the club.
The official founding date for the club is July 17, 1956. This date occurs repeatedly though all of the
club’s literature. John Ralph and Charles Eyre organized the first meeting on this date at a Chevrolet
dealership in Arlington, Va. As with the formation of most clubs, there is no written record of this
first meeting. Given the events that follow, I believe that it is most likely that the dealership was
Rosenthal Chevrolet. It is also very likely that some club activity occurred before this “official” first
meeting date but the leadership at that time (Ralph and Eyre) chose to use July 17th as the founding
date and this has passed down through all of the club’s history. We will see that July has been an important month for many significant CCA events over the years.
Currently we have no written record for activities of the club during much of the first year. In the beginning there was no name for the club. Sometime late in 1956 or early 1957 the club began using the
name Capital Corvette Club. By mid 1957 there was a strong desire to formally establish the club and
a meeting was held on July 17, 1957 to work out the details. We have a written record of this meeting. Volunteers were requested to fill club officer positions until an election could be held. The volunteers were: John Ralph (President), Jack Davis (Vice President), Barbara Davis (Secretary), Frank
Brassfield (Treasurer), Fred Windridge (Events Committee), Jim Bain (Events Committee). A Bylaws
Committee was formed consisting of Bob Rosenthal, Jack Davis, and Jim Welch. One of the founders,
Charles Eyre, was not at this meeting and in fact his name does not appear again in club records. Very
interestingly, the minutes report that a Mr. Bell, promotion salesman for Corvette in the WashingtonBaltimore area, was in attendance at the meeting. He stated that “with the increasing interest in the
Corvette and the current sales record of the Corvette Division that Detroit is very interested in the formation of clubs such as this.” He further stated that “this club would be the first of its kind in the
country and that in due time the organization could become national with this club as the charter organization.”
Other interesting business items at this organizational meeting included a statement that the club
would need a name. While Capital Corvette Club appears to have been used from time to time, the
heading for the minutes simply said “Corvette Club.” No decision on a name was made at this meeting. A motion was passed that dues would be $10 per year. A motion passed to hold meetings every
month on the second Wednesday. No permanent meeting place was established but Bob Rosenthal
offered his dealership until a permanent meeting place could be found. A discussion was held on
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whether the club should be open only to Corvette owners but no decision was made. John Ralph stated
that Bark Henry, Dick Thompson, and Fred Windridge would be available to help owners interested in
competition driving. This meeting adjourned at 9:55PM and a movie, “Big Winner” was shown.
We are fortunate to have the meeting minutes. Not only do they provide a major piece of the story of
the earliest days of the CCA but they also provide some interesting background on the formation of
the NCCC. As you know, the first organizational meeting for the NCCC was held in 1959. The following is a timeline for some of the CCA history leading up to that first organizational meeting of the
NCCC.
August 14, 1957
Charter CCA members would be those as of Sept 11, 1957.
September 11, 1957 Bank account established. Bylaws approved. Club name changed to Corvette
Club of America. Motion passed that the club would NOT bear a regional
name. First club rallye date set for September at Rosenthal Chevrolet.
October 9, 1957
Bank balance of $360.50
Nominating committee formed.
Corvette Magazine committee formed.
December 11, 1957 CCA President and Vice President invited to address the Chevrolet Dealers Association.
January 8, 1958
Point system for events proposed and adopted. A letter from the CCA to the
Chevrolet Dealers Association was forwarded by the association to Detroit.
February 12, 1958
The Baltimore Corvette Club proposes association under the CCA name.
The CCA is assigned responsibility to develop rallye timing equipment for the
Greater Metropolitan Area Sports Car Council whose members include the
SCCA, PCA, MG Car Club, QSCC, and Triumph Association.
“It was moved and seconded that CCA set April 1, 1958 as the final date acceptable for a positive move by the Chevrolet Division to grant us a charter and
national recognition. The motion was defeated.”
March 12, 1958
Proposal made to start publication of a club newsletter instead of a more expensive periodical. A motion was passed that the Corresponding Secretary would
contact each Corvette Club in the U.S. to see if they are interested in forming a
National Club. “There was much discussion as to whether the Club should
make a donation from the Treasury to the joint Sebring enterprise of Thompson
and Windridge. It was decided to give $50 from the Treasury and pass the hat
for personal contributions.” Ev Gardner of the Washington Daily News and Ray
Michael of WRC were granted Honorary Membership.
April 9, 1958
Timing Committee Chairman reported that the Gymkhana timer would be ready
for the June event. Fred Windridge reported on the experiences of the Sebringentered Corvette’s crew in the Florida race. Bob Petersen suggested establishment of a driving-school to improve the driving skill of members. Fred Windridge agreed to help provide instruction.
May 14, 1958
The Publicity Committee distributed the first copy of the “Corvette Courier.”
The Badge Committee announced they were ready to place orders for badges,
jacket patches, and lapel pins. A motion was passed that a committee be appointed to look into the possibility of holding a sports car show to raise money.
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August 10, 1958

A motion was passed to have Mr. Tom Connolly of the Connolly Insurance
Agency discuss insurance for the club.
September, 10 1958 The Articles of Incorporation were read to the membership and the motion to
accept them passed.
The club has 102 members and a motion passed to give each member a permanent number.
October 8, 1958
Frank Horvath of Milwaukee requests membership in the club.
The Articles of Incorporation were read for the second time in accordance with
the bylaws. A motion was passed again to accept them. The CCA is now Incorporated.
It was suggested that the Board of Directors make up a booklet on chartering to
be sent to other clubs.
November 12, 1958 Announcement that the Manassas oval is available from 12/1/58 through 3/1/59
exclusively for the use of the CCA.
Dick Murphy, President of the Baltimore Corvette Club and several members
attend the CCA meeting to discuss setting up a national organization.
December 10, 1958 Letter to all Corvette Clubs on the East Coast inviting them to attend a meeting
to discuss Corvette Clubs in general and the possibility of going national.
A letter drafted by Bob Rosenthal to Ed Cole, VP and General Manager of
Chevrolet, suggesting a national rally, and national award to be sponsored by
Chevrolet and available to all clubs in the country.
February 9, 1959
Discussion on acting as host for an East Coast meeting of Corvette Clubs
around the time of the Regional Race at Marlboro.
Motion passed that Al Gore, Sr. and Ed Cole be made Honorary members.
March 5, 1959
As of this date 58 members had renewed for 1959. A significant drop.
A motion was made and seconded that a petty cash fund in the amount of $200
be appropriated and set aside for the use of printing the Courier. This amount
would be drawn in advance of each printing.
April 13, 1959
The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from Ed Cole thanking us for making
him an Honorary Member.
The editor of the Courier announced that the next issue would be completely
typed on an IBM Executive typewriter and that this issue would be released
after the Marlboro race.
A motion was made and approved that Dick Thompson and Fred Windridge be
made Honorary members of the club.
With this as background, now I will provide a timeline for the formation of the NCCC and the
CCA becoming a member of the NCCC. There are a number of surprises in this timeline that are
not well understood by the present day membership. But, thankfully, we have the original signed
and dated meeting minutes which confirm this record of events.
May 9, 1959

Board of Directors meeting at Rosenthal Chevrolet to discuss plans for the May
16th meeting at the Mayflower Hotel. Attendance was expected to be 35 from
clubs in Baltimore, Cleveland, California, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Michigan, and
upstate New York. The club approved $200 towards the dinners and Bob
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Rosenthal agreed to pay the bar bill.
June 8, 1959
President John Ralph read the secretary’s notes from the National Corvette
meeting at the Mayflower Hotel.
December 19, 1961 Motion to join the NCCC discussed and tabled.
March 13, 1962
Discussion of holding an East Coast meeting at Marlboro in lieu of the NCCC
national meeting to be held on the West Coast. Baltimore Corvette Club is driving the idea. (Editor’s note: The Baltimore Corvette Club referenced in the minutes was later called the Corvette Club of Baltimore.)
April 10, 1962
Board of Directors Meeting. CCA National Affairs Committee contacted the
NCCC to get clarification on joining.
April 17, 1962
NCCC agrees to sponsor a beer party at the SCCA races at Cumberland on May
12 and 13 in the paddock area to which all Corvette enthusiasts are welcomed.
May 8, 1962
Board of Directors Meeting. The National Affairs Committee reports that “the
NCCC is not answering our letters but are sending us all sorts of other materials.”
May 15, 1962
National Affairs Committee reported that “Russ had seen the NCCC Vice President at Cumberland and had tried to get some answers to our questions about
joining the Council but things are still confused.”
June 12, 1962
Board of Directors Meeting. The National Affairs Committee reports that most
of the clubs that have joined the NCCC have paid $5.00 x 51% of the membership.
September 18, 1962 National Affairs Committee requested members to send or bring ballots regarding joining the NCCC to the next meeting. A show of hands by those owners
present was not in favor of joining.
November 13, 1962 Board of Directors Meeting. Russ reported that he has written again to the
NCCC trying to get answers to our questions but still no reply.
May 14, 1963
Board of Directors Meeting. Gunther Sadel read a letter from the NCCA outlining their activities. NCCA will be holding a convention in Baltimore at the
Holiday Inn, July 11-14. It was moved and seconded to send the President and
National Affairs Committee Chairman to the NCCAconvention. (Editor’s note
for clarification: The NCCA is the Northern California Corvette Association,
another very early Corvette Club. They formed the Western States Corvette
Council on July 2, 1965 and it was incorporated in 1968. This is an organization
that competed with the NCCC for members and both the NCCA and Western
States Corvette Council are still active today.)
July 16, 1963
Jim Hoppin, President of the NCCC, his wife, and Sparky Kalunky the Vice
President of the NCCC attended the regular meeting of the CCA to discuss
benefits of joining the NCCC. They said the CCA was the 50th club visited. If
the CCA joins it would be one of the largest clubs in the organization.
November 19, 1963 “Bob Tullius gave a fabulous talk on racing in a TR.”
August 18, 1964
Caren and Jim Evans have just returned from the NCCC Convention; had a fine
time; there were about 300 people attending from all over the country including
a contingent from Toronto. The NCCC is now International in scope since a
club has been formed in Toronto.
April 18, 1966
Charlie Manley received a letter from the Baltimore Corvette Club telling us the
NCCC convention will be July 13 – 16 in Baltimore.
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Stan Bell suggested that in order to get the 51% membership we need to have
club representation in the NCCC we should require members not only join the
CCA but the NCCC also. After much discussion it was decided it would not be
desirable because of the high cost involved.
Charlie Manley announced that the Corvette Club of America is now a member
of the National Council of Corvette Clubs, and a Governor will have to be
elected and be a member of the Council Board and carry on business for the
club. The next Council meeting will be in Ontario. Nominations were opened
and Ray Allen was nominated and elected.

A lot of interesting information can be gathered from this timeline. I am going to highlight a few items
that we should all be aware of as club members since this coming July is our 60th anniversary as a club
and 50th anniversary of membership in the NCCC. Consider it to be a “reset” for our collective knowledge of the club’s history. It is important to understand that we do not have the full story on the formation of the club or our connection to the NCCC. But we have enough documentation from the early
days as a result of the Board and Meeting minutes to be able to lay out a chronology of events that
provides a context for the full story. We were very fortunate to get the original copies of minutes for
meetings from July 1957 through the mid 1970’s. The documents are in fairly good shape and steps
are being taken to preserve the originals for the future. In addition, the documents are being digitized
and added to a digital library maintained by the club. My hope is that by putting this article together
our current day members will have a better understanding of the early days of the club and our part in
establishing the NCCC.
Here are some details of our history that I feel it is important for CCA members to understand. I will
just provide them as a numbered list to keep things simple.
1) Bob Rosenthal (Robert M. Rosenthal) played a key role in the establishment of the CCA. His government and GM corporate contacts combined with the geographical fact that the CCA was a
Washington Area club gave the club a level of visibility and influence in the early days that even
established clubs from other brands could not duplicate. His generosity and desire to see the CCA
become a substantial and influential club is evident.
2) By late 1957 and early 1958 the CCA made it clear to GM corporate that the club wished to be
sanctioned by GM as a National organization of Corvette Clubs. GM did not support that idea.
3) Between 1958 and 1959 the club lost approximately half of its members (102 down to 58) and this
appears to be a result of the major push from some of the club to be a national organization rather
than just a local club.
4) In late 1958 there seems to have been a shift toward supporting a national association of clubs
rather than being THE national association of clubs. This resulted in a December 1958 letter to all
East Coast clubs suggesting the formation of a national organization. I believe at this time that
many members still wanted to be that national organization but due to the drop in membership it
was finally clear that another approach would be necessary.
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5) Bob Rosenthal provided significant support for the Mayflower Hotel meeting on May 16, 1959
including picking up the bar tab for the entire weekend meeting.
6) There is a record of discussions on joining the NCCC first in December of 1961 and the discussion
was tabled. Very likely this was not the first discussion on the subject. There was clearly much
debate within the club on joining the NCCC. Also, the NCCC made many attempts to have the
CCA join eventually leading up to a June 1966 vote by the club not to join the NCCC.
7) Between June 21, 1966 and July 19, 1966 something major happened to resolve the differences.
On July 19, 1966 it was announced in the club minutes that the CCA was a member of the NCCC.
What should be clear from all this is that the CCA from the beginning wanted to be the center of a national association of Corvette clubs. Only when it became very clear that there was no possibility of
that happening did the club move to hold the famous meeting at the Mayflower Hotel. Following the
meeting at the Mayflower, it was seven years before the club joined the NCCC. What this means is
that, while the CCA played an instrumental role in the original organizational meeting of the NCCC,
there is no way that we could possibly be considered a founding member of the NCCC.
After seven years of votes not to join the NCCC and obviously a lot of political maneuvering, the remarkable thing is that we somehow ended up with club number one in the NCCC. It is also obvious
from the timeline that the NCCC wanted us as a member in their organization much more than the
club wanted to be a part of the NCCC. The speed of the turnaround from a negative vote on joining
made on June 21, 1966 to the announcement that the CCA was a member of the NCCC on July 19,
1966 is truly remarkable. Just coming up with the NCCC dues in a month would have been an issue. I
have no proof, but my very strong feeling is that Bob Rosenthal paid the first year’s club dues to the
NCCC.
We should also recognize that the CCA had two very strong supporters providing encouragement for
having a national organization in the early days. First of course was Bob Rosenthal, the initial sponsor
and benefactor for the club. The second was the Baltimore Corvette Club, as referred to in our club’s
minutes, which was later called the Corvette Club of Baltimore. The club is no longer active but there
is a Facebook page set up in memory of the club at “Corvette Club of Baltimore history”. The page
includes a lot of photos from the late 1960’s through the mid 1970’s.
While we can, and should be, very proud of our connection with the origins of the NCCC it is clearly
wrong to believe that we were a founding member or that the CCA was even anxious to join the
NCCC for the first seven years of the organization. This view of history is very different than the
folklore that has been handed down in the club over the years.
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Valentines Brunch
South Mountain Inn
February 14, 2016

Page 23

The Corvette Courier

March 2016

Page 24

The Corvette Courier

March 2016

Page 25

The Corvette Courier

March 2016

Page 26

The Corvette Courier

March 2016

CCA Winter Karting Event
Autobahn Indoor Speedway
February 28th, 2016
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club
meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club
changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America since it was the intent
of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club
had over one hundred members.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of America took the first steps toward forming a national
organization by laying the ground work for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group which
now includes 270 clubs with more than 17,500
members. Today the NCCC is the largest nonprofit, all volunteer Corvette organization in the
President
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
United States. The Corvette Club of America is
Vice President
Rich Taylor
(240)460-9797
honored to have been assigned club number one by Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
the NCCC.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club
with an excellent mix of competitive activities,
social activities, and giving back to the community
through charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Member-at-Large

Jay Srivatsan
(719)251-9403
Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074
Steve Catlin
(703)220-1136
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368
Jim Parisi
(410)292-8722

Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
NCM Ambassador

Jon Thorn
Terry Popkin

(301)963-4864
(301)949-2464

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

March 8th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:
nd
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and
the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find performance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for
whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you
in getting the most out of your tires and car.
9101 Brookville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-585-2740
http://www.radialtirecompany.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

