The World’s First Corvette Club
Celebrating our 60th Anniversary Year

President - Bob Atwell

February 2016

It looks like most of the snow from the January 23rd storm has melted away. There seems to have been
some sort of strange luck working for us because we had to give up that date for our Annual Awards Dinner. Good deal for the club in the end.
My son and I left the barely passable streets of Silver Spring on January 27th for South Carolina to pick up
family and head to Daytona Beach for the Rolex 24 Hours. Great Trip, Great Weather and Fantasic Racing!! Corvette Racing, along with the rest of the field, had very poor qualifing times because of the heavy
rain on Thursday for the Saturday/ Sunday 24 hour race.
Friday was clear, high 60s and the BMW Performance -200 race ( 2.5 hrs ) was quite exciting. Suprisingly
there were no Camaro's in the field. There was a great battle for the lead between two Porsche's and three
Mustangs. The number 15 Shelby GT350R-C ended up taking control at the end to get the Checkered Flag.
Saturday and Sunday were the same as Friday, perfect weather for racing! The race started on time at 2:40
pm. The talk of the weekend was all about the new Ford GT. First time out for this team but, a lot of hype.
They had typical new car problems thru the night and of course presented little real threat to Corvette Racing. There were eight of us in the group I was with and we left the track about 5:30 pm Saturday evening
and returned about 11:00am Sunday morning. Both # 3 and # 4 Corvettes were on the race course and doing well. You have to remember that a lot can happen in 24 hours. The lead changed many times between
the Corvettes, # 912 Porsche, # 68 Ferrari and #25 BMW. In the last many hours they were all on the same
lap! Exciting Racing!! In the last half hour it was both Corvettes and the Porsche fighting for the lead.
Corvette Racing over took the Porsche one by one to have 1st and 2nd in class secured. Then they started
racing between themselves! Amazing!! There is a lot of excitement when you see Corvettes 3 & 4 come
side by side down the last straight into Sports Car Turn 1 at Daytona. I wish all of you could have been
there. What A Great Warm Weekend! The Racing Season has Started!!
February 14th is the Valentines Brunch at South Mountain Inn at noon. Check the flyer for additional information. It is always a good way to shake off the winter blues and enjoy a good afternoon. Next on the
calendar is the Monthly Membership Meeting Tuesday, 2/16 at the Golden Bull Restaurant in Gaithersburg. (This was rescheduled from 2/9 due to weather.)
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Shop Night will be, as usual the 4th Tuesday of the month, Tuesday 2/ 23 from 6:00 pm to 9:00pm at
our great sponsor Sport Chevrolet.
The 7th Annual Winter Karting Event is Sunday 2/28 at 10:00 am at Autobahn Indoor Speedway,
8521 Preston Court Jessup, MD 20794. Check the flyer for more information.
It won't be long before Spring and we are settting up cones for another exciting Auto Cross season. I
can't wait.
Finally, I would like to encourage all of my fellow Corvette Club of America members to come to a
Meeting , a Shop Night or any of the many social events we offer. I know you'll make new friends
and have a great time with people that have as much passion for their Corvette as you do.
Hide your Snow Shovels and Keep It Safe,
Bob Atwell
2016 CCA President
03vettebob@gmail.com
240-375-3716
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Membership Director - Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-938-2077, 301-253-6074
24716 Tandem Dr.
Damascus, Md. 20872-2312
vettehon@aol.com
2016 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
Every Member should now have their 2016 CCA membership card. If you paid for NCCC membership you should also have your NCCC membership card which was mailed by the NCCC.
If you renewed and do not have the cards, please contact me.

CCA events coming up. Don’t miss out on all the fun.
Feb. 14th

Valentine’s Brunch Old South Mountain Inn
6132 Old National Pike Boonsboro, Md. 21713 301-432-6155
RSVP to Jean Wade before Feb. 11th. Contact info above.
Arrive at Noon - $18.95 each one pays their own check.
oldsouthmountaininn.com
See flyer on page 17.

Feb. 16th

CCA membership and business meeting, Golden Bull, 7:30 pm, notice on pg 33.

Feb. 23rd

Shop Night, see notice on page 33.

Feb. 28th

Karting Event at Autobahn Indoor Speedway in Jessup, Md. See flyer on page
19. Pat Roney is organizing the event, proney42@verizon.net

Jean-Marie Wade 2000 Red Coupe
1 Red Hot
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The Corvette Courier Editor – Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

Well, January certainly was a mess. I’ve seen enough snow for a couple of years. In the center of the
photo below is a bobcat trying to clear our street. Because of the depth of the snowfall, the drifting, and
the fact that my cul-de-sac is on a hill it turns out that plows did not stand a chance of clearing the road.
It took the bobcat almost 12 solid hours of work to cut us a path out. I’m ready for Spring now.

In another bit of weather related news, we rescheduled the February business meeting from the second Tuesday to the third. So, the meeting this month will be held on
Tuesday February 16th. Please come out and join us at the Golden Bull in Gaithersburg. More information is available on Jean’s member’s page and on pg 33. I can
promise you that these meetings are not all business. Come on out and enjoy a brief
evening with members of our great club.
If you missed being able to attend the CCA Annual Awards Dinner on Saturday February 6th you missed
a great event. I included a few pictures later in this issue but there was so much going on I took fewer
than normal. In addition to a large turnout from the club, we had guests from our great sponsors and
some of the charities that we support. It was a fun evening and a really nice way to break up the winter.
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If you have somehow managed to miss the news, this year is the 60th anniversary of the Corvette Club
of America and your Board of Directors and fellow members intend to make it a very special year. A
great way to stay in touch would be to come out to our weather delayed business meeting on the 16th
and see for yourself why this is such a fun club. We normally have 20 - 25 members at the meeting
but this is such a small fraction of the club it would be nice to have more represented.
One last note on staying informed: if you are on Facebook you certainly should frequently check into
the CCA private group. We have daily posts (sometimes hourly) covering Corvette and club related
topics. It is probably the closest thing we have to real time communication. If you have never looked
into our group, just do a search in Facebook for “Corvette Club of America” and request to join.
Members will promptly be given access.
Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Editor
jthorn44@msn.com
H: 301-963-4864
C: 301-518-6257
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Competition Director - Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

I hope everyone survived the first good snow of 2016! With Punxsutawney Phil's prediction of an
early spring it shouldn’t be long before the Vettes come out of winter hibernation.
In fact, many already have. Several club members headed down to Florida recently to run a Chin
track day event at Sebring. I attended a Summit Point circuit cross (Refrigerator Bowl Series) back in
January and am attending another one on Super Bowl Sunday.
Refrigerator Bowl- Summit Point January 10, 2016
I attended a double circuit cross event (autocross on a road course) at Summit Point on January 10.
The AM and PM events couldn’t have been any more different! The AM event was held on the Washington Circuit (old Go-Kart track) in the heavy fog and rain with a very twisty course. It included several very tight 180s, a downhill off-camber corner on sealed pavement that felt like driving on ice, and
a slightly uphill straight to the finish. With little traction from the sealed track and deep water it took
lots of willpower to put down a respectable lap. My 2nd lap tested the limits of grip and resulted in a
nice (but slow and very wide) on-throttle drift around the bottom and a finish that bounced off the rev
limiter in 3rd (lots of wheel speed and quite a bit less actual car speed). Conclusion...Put the notion of
using 500+HP away today...practice restraint to go fast.

It was river-cross near mid-course…

Sprinting to the finish (#s still intact)
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Stepping out the rear and powering through the slick turn...note the steering angle!
Although the AWD and FWD cars cleaned house in the AM rain session, I managed to eventually
get down to a respectable time good enough for 2nd fastest of the 37 RWD entries. After a lunch
break we moved to the new part of the Jefferson Circuit for the PM session. By now the rain had
stopped and the track started drying. The layout was enjoyable and consisted of uphill esses, a blind
lefthander uphill, a flat top section, a very late apex decreasing radius downhill left turn, and some
more esses to the finish.
Contrary to what people expected, the PM sessions in drying conditions were more eventful than
the heavily sogged and slower AM sessions, with several cars spinning or doing some off-road rally
style runs. Here are some highlights...

Robin Koogler’s wild C3 ride
after the blind uphill lefthander

Not to be outdone, wife Teresa’s wild ride in
synchronous form with same spot and car
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Justin Crenshaw’s Ford Fiesta showing us all the rally cross “line”
Despite cold temps, a damp track and Michelin street tires the car did well, the car stayed on track,
and my 1st heat times held up all day for overall FTD besting a C7Z06, several other Corvettes, a
plethora of AWD Subarus including a couple national-level drivers, a feisty Fiesta driver, and even
besting multi-time national SCCA autocross champ Sam Strano (both AM and PM sessions)...although to be fair to Sam he was driving his VW GTI instead of his usual C6Z06.

Happier with my PM performance (sans static #s yet again). Overall FTD!
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All-in-All it was a nice, safe and fun event! No cars were harmed. In fact all of the shown off-track
cars remained intact and were back to run again (with some added grass and mud accessorizing).
Thanks to Jon Felton and his Get Fast Events/Twitchy Racing crew for organizing and putting on
this great off-season event at a wonderful location for a circuit cross.
Jon has put on several great circuit cross events over the years...I couldn’t help but think back to a
similar off-season circuit cross at VIR Jon put on back in 2007. My son Zack and I both attended
and yep...that’s my son Zack (pic below) at what may have been his initial foray into “drifting”
when he decided to hotdog it around the last corner, lost control, and did some nice off-roading
with my Camaro SS. Fortunately, after a re-alignment the car was back on track later in the day and
made the drive home from VIR. And as a reward Zack got an infamous YouTube video from a fellow driver sitting in grid watching and taping it all on his dash cam...and both his car and mine got
roll cages.

Refrigerator Bowl- Summit Point February 7, 2016
While many of you are attending your tailgating and pre-Super Bowl parties, I’m going to be running the Shenandoah course at Summit Point with my Vette, along with several others including
Andrej Balanc from NVCC who will be driving his new daily driver Camaro instead of his usual
T1 Corvette (no race cars allowed this event). I’ll report the event in next months’ newsletter, but it
should be fun getting to run the pistol grip section and Karussel sections clockwise instead of the
usual counter-clockwise I’m accustomed to running (so yet another section of my lower air dam
can get shredded by the drop into the high banked Karussel)!
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Tommy Armstrong Sighting
A couple fellow CCA members wanted to see Tommy’s new project track car (in print), which replaced his beautiful C7 Red Stingray, and will be out and about at numerous track days this season.
Well, this is what I found. You can ask Tommy for more details, but I know he has gotten it caged,
installed a rear wing, Lexan windows, and a few other goodies to go with the stealth matte black
paint. This looks to be a fun and fast addition to see at CCA outings this year! Congrats Tommy!

Until next month….
Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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CHIN MOTORSPORTS AT SEBRING INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY
January 30 & 31, 2016
by Pat Roney
After having almost 3 feet of snow dumped on us over the weekend we decided to leave a little
early and allow 3 days to get to Sebring. It was another great trip with Bob and I solving many of
the world’s problems. Now if we can only get the politicians to clean up their act and implement
our solutions.

We arrived early Friday afternoon and checked in to our room at the track. Above is
Bob smiling for his first visit to this great track.

Bob adjusting the camber on his race car before the event.
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The view from our room, turn 7 which is one of my favorites at Sebring.

Jim Brazzi, Chief Instructor of the year for Chin MS, giving Bob a personal tour of the track.
Jim was my ace in the hole when I was here in 2014 with the NCM.
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Our camp with a Viper, a Porsche GT3 car, a Corvette C6 Z06 Hybrid, and Bob’s car behind
the trailer. This group which we have become friends with over the years, is among the fastest
on the track usually. They had stiff competition this time as there were many GT3 race teams
practicing for a big race coming up.

Bob was nice enough to take a couple of my friends out on track. On Bob’s left is Bill, a high
school friend of mine, and Tom, on Bob’s right, is a family friend. They both were smiling
when they came back from the ride. They couldn’t believe how tame it looks on tv compared to
how it really is on track.
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I must be living right as I had a pair of students with Corvette C7 Z06’s. On Saturday my student
had a C7 Z06 A8 and a Corvette C7 Z07 M7 on Sunday. Both were excellent students and we had
a blast. I forgot to get pictures of these drivers with their beautiful cars. We get so focused on getting the most out of our track time training that I often forget about the pictures. Both drivers made
me proud.
My Saturday drivers car got a flat tire out on track and we were over 100 mph with a flat tire and
the car handled well. I was impressed with the performance of the run flats.
Bob’s car had mechanical problems so we headed home early missing the David Murry Track Days
on February 2 & 3rd.
Check out what we saw on our way home. Corvette Racing had just placed first and second in the
GTLM class at the Rolex 24 at Daytona. We gave them a big thumbs up as we passed them. It is a
shame that they couldn’t see Bob’s Corvette race car in his enclosed trailer. It would have made it
even sweeter.

Stay tuned for a lot more to come this season. We are looking at the March 5 & 6th Chin MS event
at Virginia International Raceway and an SCCA event at Summit Point March 12 & 13th. April is
filling up fast with a couple of trips to the National Corvette Museum, a NASA event at Summit
Point, and a Hooked On Driving event at Watkins Glen.

TEEN DRIVING SCHOOL at Lincoln College of Technology, April 23 & 24th.
NVCC and BMW/CCA are putting on a Tire Rack Street Survival school April 23rd and another on
April 24th. Now is the time to get your teen drivers signed up for this school before it fills up. We
will also need some instructors and workers for this event. Please let me know if you can help.
http://streetsurvival.org/
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan

NCCC Report

Our club’s NCCC Governor, Jay Srivatsan, is off on a ski trip this month so there will be no report. The
first meeting of the East Region Governors for 2016 will take place on Saturday, March 12th so there is
no opportunity for news at this time anyway. We hope you are having a great time Jay!
Photo credit goes to Jay but this was one of his pictures from last year!
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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CCA Valentine’s Brunch
February 14th at 12:00 Noon

Old South Mountain Inn
6132 Old National Pike
Boonsboro, Md. 21713
301-432-6155
oldsouthmountaininn.com
RSVP to Jean Wade by February 11th.
See page 3.
Brunch $18.95 Separate checks.
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In memoriam

Joe Vaeth
March 27, 1956

Link to Obituary

January 27, 2016
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A member’s ride...
Lee Hencshel

Lee has said that he hopes to become more active with the CCA again. So be sure to welcome him
back into the club. He has a special ride and here is the story.
“It's a 2008 Z06 with many mods to include a custom built LSX 7.0 (427 to keep Z06 heritage), custom rear mount twin turbo system, Pro EFI Engine Management System, custom widebody, C6.R GT
wing from Dan Binks, and etc...
I bought it with 6k miles and had it ever since 2009. I have multiple sponsors who use it for R&D and
marketing purposes. Currently on 19lbs of boost, it puts down little over 1100 RWHP on pump gas.
When on wastegate pressure for road course events, it has about 700rwhp. Majority of it's track time
was at NJMP Lighting.
If you need more info, please let me know. Thanks again for the opportunity to show the car!”
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February 6th, 2016
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first club
meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. By the end of 1957 the club
changed its name from the Capital Corvette Club to the Corvette Club of America since it was the intent
of the members to make the club a national organization. Before the end of the following year the club
had over one hundred members.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of America took the first steps toward forming a national
organization by laying the ground work for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group which
now includes 270 clubs with more than 17,500
members. Today the NCCC is the largest nonprofit, all volunteer Corvette organization in the
President
Bob Atwell
(240)375-3716
United States. The Corvette Club of America is
Vice President
Rich Taylor
(240)460-9797
honored to have been assigned club number one by Secretary
Paul Vale
(301)570-9348
Treasurer
Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922
the NCCC.
The Corvette Club of America is a very active club
with an excellent mix of competitive activities,
social activities, and giving back to the community
through charitable activities.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Member-at-Large

Jay Srivatsan
(719)251-9403
Jean-Marie Wade (301)253-6074
Steve Catlin
(703)220-1136
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368
Jim Parisi
(410)292-8722

Non-Board Member Positions
Courier Editor
NCM Ambassador

Jon Thorn
Terry Popkin

(301)963-4864
(301)949-2464

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885
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CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

February 16th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:

February 23rd
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and
the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find performance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for
whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you
in getting the most out of your tires and car.
9101 Brookville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-585-2740
http://www.radialtirecompany.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

