
May 2015 

 

The World’s First Corvette Club 
The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi 

Happy Mothers Day to the Mothers past present and future. 

I would like to send a Speedy Recovery to Gary Maul who had emergency surgery Monday May 4th. I un-

derstand he is recuperating and getting better.     

The second autocross is going to be on the 17 of May and it will be in Manheim PA. We are teaming up 

with Lancaster County Corvette Club and looking forward to that race. I hope the weather is good, sunny, 

and cool. 

Paul from Radial Tire will be at the May 19 shop night 7:30 PM to give us information on what tires to use 

for what event and everyday driving. Also he will provide general information on racing tires.  I hope to 

see all.  

The trip to LaGrange Winery was very good. We had a nice group go to dinner and then the festivities at 

Scott and Tina Decker’s shuffle board and the hot tub. The weather was excellent. 

Everyone going on the Mosport trip to Canada received their Corvette Coral tickets can't wait. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 2 

It’s all about cars and people 
sharing their passions. 
 
Jim Parisi 
CCA President 
 
jp71234@gmail.com 
(410) 292-8722 

Lisa Merendino, Pat Roney, and I went to the hospice training on Saturday. The camp is on May 29th 

thru the 31st.  

Drive safely and enjoy your Corvette!   

mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New Members      Sponsor 
Troy Hummon Hampstead, Md. 15 GBE coupe   Sport 

Keith Jackson Bowie, Md.  15 BS coupe   Sport 

 

We are looking to see all our new members join in on the events and come to the meetings and 

Shop Nights.  

      

Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-938-2077, 301-253-6074 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md.  20872-2312 

 

2015 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts website.www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA events coming up. Don’t miss out on all the fun. 

 

May 12th 7:30PM CCA Membership & board meeting at the Golden Bull 

May 16th & 17th Second CCA Autocross and interclub social event - see flyer in this issue. 

May 19th 6:30PM Shop Night, Sport Chevrolet with special guest Paul from Radial Tire. 

June 7th  42nd Annual CCA Car Show @ Sport Chevrolet, see flyer. 

June 9th  7:30PM CCA Membership & board meeting at the Golden Bull  

July 8th - 14th            CCA first international cruise to Canada - visiting Niagara Falls and  

   Mosport for the IMSA Tudor and Continental Tire races.  

October 16th & 17th Ocean City Corvette Weekend 

 
 

Jean Wade 2000 Red Coupe  

 

 

mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

 

Finally, it is starting to really feel like winter is behind us and Corvette season has arrived at long last.  

This means club activity is picking up and I want to get a reminder out to all our members to make sure 

you keep track of the many CCA related events and show up as often as you can.  The club needs your 

support and you will be missing out on a lot of fun if you don’t participate. 

 

Be sure to check out the Competition Report this month.  We had our first autocross for this year in April 

and we were surprised and honored to have the University of Maryland Formula SAE Team show up to 

participate with us. Mark Nathason, the CCA scholarship recipient for this year, was among the students 

that showed up from UMD.  

 

Shop night is moved this month to May 19th (third Tuesday of the month rather than the fourth) and we 

will have Paul from Radial Tire as a special guest.  He will fill us in on all the latest tire news and be 

available to answer your questions.  The time remains constant so plan on being at shop night at 6:30PM 

and Paul will meet with us at 7:30PM. 

 

The NCM report includes information on a Le Mans Viewing Party that the museum is considering hold-

ing on the weekend of June 13th and 14th.  The only thing better than being at Le Mans for the 24 hour 

race would be to be at the NCM watching it all on the big screen in the Chevrolet Theater.  They also plan 

to have a live Skype link into the Corvette Racing pit. No final decision has been made at this time.  There 

is information on filling out a survey form if you are interested and I strongly urge you to consider it.  It 

would be great to have a CCA contingent at the NCM for this event.  Also, in NCM news, is the fact that 

they have opened registration for the September 3-4 HPDE event - and this will probably fill quickly. 

 

Related to the Le Mans race in June is an article this month on the 1960 race when Corvette entered for 

the first time.  You’ll find it on page 36 and I want to specially thank Van for locating it for us. The race 

was not only significant for Corvette but you’ll also find out it was very significant for the CCA.  Here is 

an interesting tid-bit to spark your interest.  One third of the drivers on the 1960 Le Mans Corvette 

team were from the Corvette Club of America.  How’s that for a bit of history?  

 

Check out the information on our combined autocross and social event with the Lancaster County Cor-

vette Club.  Be certain to check out the updated agenda information on page 23 in this edition.  You will 

also see several flyers for the event.  Please RSVP with Stephen Catlin if you plan to attend. 

 

Registration is now open for the CCA 42nd Annual Spring Car Show.  Check the flyer in this edition and 

REGISTER for the show!  

 

That’s about it for my “reminders” for this month. I’ll just close them out with another plea to have all of 

our membership participate in club events.  You will be missing out on a lot if you don’t. 

 

Ok, off to a different topic.  We often hear about Corvettes with very low mileage.  Some are show queens 

and some have sat forgotten in barns for years. You’ll often hear that Corvettes are made to be driven.  

We have a CCA member with a 2004 Convertible that really has taken this to heart. I’m happy to share 

the following picture from Andrew Callimahos.  
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This is pretty darn cool!  Congratulations Andrew! 

 

For those of you on the CCA’s first International Cruise coming up in July, you should have received 

your Mosport Corvette Corral tickets by the time you read this. If they do not show up in a couple of 

days please contact me. 

 

Our hotel in Port Hope for the race has sold out for the first time that I know about.  There are no 

rooms left.  Among other things, this means we are going to have a terrific crowd of Corvette fans at 

the race.  Those on the list for the cruise will be hearing more from me on the plans starting in less 

than two weeks from now.  We are going to have fun on this trip!  The only thing I need to remind 

you about now is to make certain you know where your U.S. Passport is and that it will be valid 

through the end of July.  We don’t want any last minute Passport surprises. 

 

If you have any spare time you might check our closed group on Facebook.  Corvette Racing had a 

practice session at the NCM Motorsports Park this past week and we have some nice video posted in 

the group.  If you are not a member of the group you need to be!  You are missing out on a lot of fun, 

real-time, club communication by not being in this group. If you have any problem getting connected 

just let me know. 

 

Enjoy your Corvettes - and be safe out there! 

Save the Wave 

 

Jon Thorn 

Corvette Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

CCA had its first double autocross and school on the weekend of April 11-12. The weather was per-

fect both days and the turnout was great! We had 11 students on Saturday (including 3 students driv-

ing a beautiful C2 Corvette convertible) and averaged over 30 participants for our autocross events on 

Sunday. 

Here are some pictures from the April 11 school: 

Students hard at work studying…   The students first course walk 

Pat R. organizing the tech inspection  Instructors giving students a course ride 
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Some may question the need for an extensive tech inspection just to drive around a few cones. How-

ever, our inspections at this event uncovered a car with MULTIPLE not even finger tight lug nuts on 

multiple wheels! Thankfully this was caught and the car completed both days’ events without fail. 

 

Sunday April 12 was our double autocross. The weather was picture perfect and we had our biggest 

turnout ever! However, without a doubt the highlight of the day was the University of Maryland’s 

Formula SAE car brought to the event and run by UMD’s team of future automotive engineers, led by 

Mark Nathanson our UMD scholarship recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our president, Jim Parisi, with the UMD Engineering Students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMD car on course                                                         UMD car getting more attention in the pits  
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UMD car heading towards the finish line on its way to an FTD run. In fact, both of the UMD drivers 
ended up besting my time. Maybe I can borrow that big wing next event... 

The UMD car drew a ton of attention in the AM event, even in the pits while not running. So if you 

ran a Corvette or any other car for that matter, you were pretty much out of luck of getting a picture 

snapped on that day. However, I was able to find one Corvette picture to prove that at least one Cor-

vette also competed that day... 
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Unfortunately the UMD car had some electrical wiring issues forcing it to withdraw from the after-

noon event. However, we were assured that it will be up and running at future CCA events. We look 

forward to the UMD students coming back as their car was definitely a crowd pleaser...and be-

sides...I want a rematch for FTD! 

Our next autocross is this coming weekend (May 17) and will be a road trip event in Manheim, PA 

in conjunction with fellow Corvette enthusiasts from the Lancaster County Corvette Club. The fly-

ers for the events associated with this trip have been out for a while but you can still join our Satur-

day caravan up to Lancaster/Manheim or just come up on Sunday AM for the double autocrosses. 

An email to club members recently went out with details on the weekend. If you are interested, 

please RSVP me at catlin3@verizon.net. 

A lot of HPDE-related events went on in April/May that are reported on by Pat Roney. Hopefully 

I’ll find the time to attend a couple of these events myself in upcoming months.  

Until  next month.. .  

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director  

catlin3@verizon.net 

703-220-1136 

mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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NASA SPRING RUMBLE HPDE at Summit Point Circuit  
 

April 18 & 19, 2015 

 
By Pat Roney 

 
 

This was a well attended event with a few CCA’ers participating and visiting.  Congratulations to Tom 

A. for his first time instructing with NASA MA.  Bob C. and Gary N. came up to add moral support 

for us. 

 

I was more than a little concerned when I found my student with his Nissan 370Z with a huge wing 

and front splitter in the Novice group.  Even worse was that this was his first ever track day.  As it 

turned out, he was the best student I have ever had.  First day ever on track and I would have moved 

him to HPDE2 except that NASA does not allow changing groups at the same event.  Once he told me 

what he did for a living it made a little more sense.  He is a Secret Service Agent. 

 

As an aside, never go for a ride with someone you don’t know well.  My student went out for a ride 

with a friend that took him on a wild ride including a flip in the air before hitting a tire wall and end-

ing up on the roof.  My student got right back in the saddle and continued the rest of his sessions, 

knowing that it would be much harder if he didn’t do it right away. 

 

I had a little help on the handling characteristics of the Nissan Z from Liam Dwyer, seen below with 

his Nissan 350Z, which he was driving and competing in this weekend.  Liam can be seen on TV in 

the Grand Am series races in the #46 Miata.  Liam is in the Marine Corp and will be retiring soon. 
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Tom A was kind enough to give me a ride in his C7 Z51 Corvette.  As you may know, I am a big fan 

of the C7 and the ride with Tom was fantastic! 
 

 
 

Here is Tom A standing beside his packed trailer ready to head home after a long weekend at the track 

instructing and driving. 
 

 

 

NCM MOTORSPORTS PARK ONE ACRE CLUB EVENT  
 

April 22, 2015 
 

Thanks to Jon Thorn for reminding me to sign up and represent CCA with Art Bell for the NCM One 

Acre Club Event April 22nd.  I had already planned to be there for the NCM MSP HPDE event the fol-

lowing 2 days so it worked out great.  I contacted Matt Busby to see if he needed any help with the 

event and was happy to hear that he did. 

 

When I arrived on the 22nd, along with several of our CornerCraver buddies, we were paired up and 

put in several of the NCM’s Z06’s to give Touring and Hot Laps.  I was paired with John Heinricy in 

a C6 Z06 and we did a few laps to re familiarize ourselves with the track.  As you might guess, I let 

John do the driving as I was sure I could learn more from him than he could from me.  Later, we chose 

to use our own cars. 
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Here we are lined up to give Hot Laps to One Acre Club members.  We did a half hour of hot laps and 

then a half hour of touring laps.  We had several NCM board members that we took out on track. 

 

 
 

During one of the slow periods, John took me out in his personal C7 Z51 Corvette.  Definitely a ride 

that I will remember for a long time. 
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The touring laps started out slow, about 50 mph, and then got faster as the day went on.  After the first 

few sessions it seems that several of the group just kept lining up over and over.  As they got a better 

feel for the track, we picked up the pace and by the end of the day, they were ready to do hot laps with 

us the next two days. 
 

 
 

One Acre members lined up for the touring laps. 
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Leading a touring group down the front straight. 

 

 

The Michelin Tire guys joined me for lunch and we had a good discussion about tires for track and 

street.  Below is the Michelin engineer responsible for coming up with the best tires for the Corvette 

for street and racing.  Also at the table with us was the test driver for Michelin. 
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Here is a photo of the chart that is used to show the improvement in characteristics from the old Mich-

elin Pilot Sport PS2 ZP (red) to the new Pilot Super Sport ZP (blue).   

 

Basically it says that the improvements are: 

Braking 2.4% better, Cornering +7%, Track Wear +25%, Highway Wear +11%, and Lateral Accelera-

tion improved from 1.04G to 1.1G.  This all helps to support what I have been saying about how im-

proved the C7 Corvette is over past models. 
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NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM HPDE AT THE NCM MOTORSPORTS PARK  

 

APRIL 23 & 24, 2015 
 

The weather cooperated and we had a great couple of days on track.  This is one of my favorite 

events with Track Events Manager Matt Busby and Chief Instructor Mike Newlander and crew going 

out of their way to make this a great event.  Check out the October 2014 newsletter to see how much 

fun we had last year. 

 

Art B. and his pit crew chief, Dan are pictured here with myself and potential new CCA member 

Dennis and his awesome C2 Corvette Vintage race car.  Of course the #10 Corvette is Art’s pride and 

joy, and if you could hear this beast going down the front straight or be out on track with him, you 

would understand why Art is so proud. 
 

 
 

Dennis and his car were in our October 2014 newsletter also as I just love seeing these historic cars 

out on the track.   You might notice the name on Dennis’s trailer.  He was friends with the founder of 

the other Corvette Club of America, who as I understand passed away a couple of years ago.  I think I 

convinced Dennis to join “the” Corvette Club of America since he already had the name on his 

trailer.   
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I am trying to get a video of Art and Dennis out on track put up on our website to show just how awe-

some Art’s and Dennis’s cars are on track.  It was tough getting the video since trying to keep the 

group together with other cars on track is difficult.  Art hung with us for a few laps and then quickly 

pulls away from us as he gets up to his normal fast speed. 

 

As you can see from the picture below, the garages are progressing.  The masonry work was getting 

under way here. 
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Here we are out to dinner after the first day of the HPDE.  Our gracious host and Chief Instructor 

extraordinaire Mike Newlander is in the blue shirt in the middle, with Art Bell and Dan to his right.  

In the red shirt and blue baseball hat is Matt Busby, track event manager, classroom instructor Chuck 

Hawks in the yellow baseball cap.  Several CornerCravers are sprinkled though out and to the left of 

Mike Newlander is Gerry Wright, retired GM HR/OD Performance Car Team Manager.   Gerry and I 

had a discussion about how they got the engineers involved at the NCM track events with Roc Lin-

kov to make the C7 the great car it is today.  We are hoping to have an article in one of the future 

Corvette Courier newsletters. 

 

The picture below says it all for me.  The pot of gold at the end of the rainbow is a Corvette C7 Z06.  

We were ending our first day at the track and looked up to see Mike Newlander’s new C7 Z06 with 

the rainbow right behind it 
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The season is just getting started so stay tuned for more action in the coming months.  We will be at 

Watkins Glen in May with Chin Motorsports, at VIR June 1 & 2, and many more events along the 

way.  If you would like to hear more about what we do, please feel free to ask any of our group of 

track guys and girls. 

 
 

Andy Pilgrim and The Parent Driving Zone 
 

While on the subject of safe driving on the street please remember to be a good example while driv-

ing as those around you will pick up any good or bad habits.  Andy Pilgrim makes a lot of good 

points in his video on safe driving, including a comment from a 5 year old about her mother always 

yaking on the phone while driving.  After watching that video, I have made a big effort to not be set-

ting bad examples for my kids and grandkids.  If anyone would like to see the video, I would be 

happy to loan it to you. 

 

 

Please remember to keep it to the speed limit on the road and stay alert.  If you want to see how your 

car can perform please bring it to the track where you can exercise it in a safer environment. 
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan  

NCCC Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Autox School of the season. 

 

The first autocross of the year was the weekend of April 11-12.  We had a great turnout and the weather 

was beautiful.  It was very encouraging to see the growing interest we have from Corvette owners and 

the surrounding community.  Participants included everything from a 1966 classic to a Scion xD (once 

we tightened his lug-nuts and removed the baby seat, he was good to go!).  Our new walkie-talkies 

worked great and got a lot of use, as the course was technically very challenging for the drivers. 

 

Upcoming local events to be aware of include: (May 17th is a popular weekend!) 

May 16 – East region awards show and banquet hosted by County Corvette Association 

                 Hometown Family Restaurant, 1 North Londonderry Square, RT 422 Palmyra, PA 17078 

May 17 – CCA and LCCC joint autocross. 

                 Manheim Auto lot in Lancaster county, PA 

May 17 – Corvette Fun Show hosted by YCCC 

                 Thornton Automotive, 1793 Whiteford Rd, York, PA 17402 

May 17 – People’s Choice concours hosted by NVCC 

                 Page Chevrolet, 6500 Little River Turnpike, Alexandria, VA 22312 

May 23 – People’s Choice concours hosted by USA-1 Corvettes 

                 Stocker Chevrolet, Inc, 701 Benner Pike, State College, PA 16801 

 

To repeat some information from earlier:  the NCCC convention is in the Poconos this year and there are 

many activities planned for those interested in attending:  http://www.corvettesnccc.org/

Convention2015.html.  The Convention package costs $190 and is required to participate in events, day-

trips, picnics, and evening activities.  A day pass is $35. 

 

At the convention, each registered NCCC member receives 15 national points for attending and 5 na-

tional points for each competitive event entered in a Corvette regardless of finish in their class. Each club 

receives 15 national points for each member registered.  Points shall not be awarded to members who 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2015.html
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2015.html
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cancel or are only “Day Passes”.   

 

The 2015 NCCC convention chair is Dave Walter.  If you have any questions or information regarding 

the convention or sponsorship, he can be contacted at david.j.walter@verizon.net .  The tentative 

schedule for the week is posted here: 

https://93075438.domainhost.com/2015Convention/conv2015_schedule.pdf 

 

The east region governor’s meeting is May 16, and the next autocross is the same weekend so I will 

have more information to share next month.  We are looking forward to our first joint autocross with 

the Lancaster County Corvette Club at the Manheim Auto lot. 
 

Jay Srivatsan 

mailto:david.j.walter@verizon.net
https://93075438.domainhost.com/2015Convention/conv2015_schedule.pdf
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/lemans2015
http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/ncm-hpde-motorsport-park-motorsports-996700#.VVATtflVhBd
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Joint Autocross and Social weekend with the  

Lancaster County Corvette Club 
 

Editors note: 

Here is an update on the agenda for the May 16-17 weekend with LCCC.  The following four pages 

contain more information on the event.  Please RSVP to Stephen Catlin if you can attend. 

 

 

Hey, for those of you who have already RSVP'd (and those who may still be considering this trip), I 

have a revised agenda for our upcoming road trip.  I'm also having Rick send out an eblast tonight to 

attempt to get more participants. 

  

Registration for our afternoon event is still open on our web site.  Registration for LCCC's morning 

event will be day of event.  Please let me know if you plan on attending either or both autocrosses so I 

can have an approximate head count of CCA participants.  I may still need a couple volunteers to 

work Sunday's event so also indicate whether or not you can volunteer.  Tentatively I'd like to have 

Rich work Tech along with Bill, John assist LCCC with Registration in the AM and timing in the PM, 

Jay and I will help with course setup Saturday afternoon and fit in where needed Sunday. 

  

The caravan plan is to meet at 9:00AM at the McDonald's next to Criswell Chevrolet (83 Bureau 

Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20878) for optional breakfast. As it takes between 2-2.5 hours to reach 

Lancaster via the scenic route (up I-270 to Rt. 15 to Rt. 30), we will leave by 9:30AM sharp to drive 

up to Iron Hill Brewery (781 Harrisburg Ave., Lancaster, PA 17603) for lunch at around noon 

(this is a new itinerary location since my previous choice had woeful parking and was too crowded 

when I checked it out on a Saturday recently).  You can then spend the afternoon at your choice of lo-

cal attractions (there are many wineries, Amish attractions, outlet malls, etc. nearby) while at least Jay 

and I assist with course set up at the Manheim Auto Auction lot (1190 Lancaster Road, Route 72, 

Manheim, PA 17545).  We will then meet up later that evening around 7:00PM at Bube's Brew-

ery (102 North Market St., Mount Joy, PA 17552) in their outside beer garden (ask for the Corvette 

Club reserved section) for dinner and drinks, then off to our respective hotels/motels in preparation for 

Sunday's autocrosses.  

  

Registration opens at 8:00AM on Sunday, but I'd like us all there by 7:15 (tentative time until I con-

firm with Clyde from LCCC). 

  

Please RSVP again for the caravan and/or evening social and/or Sunday autocrosses so I can have an 

updated head count of participants for each.  If you have any questions or are running late that morn-

ing, please contact me at 703-220-1136. 

  

Thanks and I hope to see you participate.  Its a nice venue and a good excuse for a road trip. 

  

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director 

catlin3@verizon.net 

703-220-1136 

mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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The Winery at La Grange 

Car Show and Wine Tasting 
Presented by The Old Dominion Corvette Club 

May 2, 2015 
 

Editor’s note: 

Many thanks to Bill Bachman for providing photos of this event. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 31 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 32 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 33 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 34 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 35 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier May 2015    Page 36 

Editor’s note: 

With the 24 Hours of Le Mans coming up on June 13th and 14th, it seems like a look back at Cor-

vette’s initial entry in 1960 would be great background for the coming race.  This was an important 

race for Corvette and an important race for the Corvette Club of America, Inc.  At the top of page 38 

you will see a reference to two drivers on the 1960 team that were assigned to Corvette #2.  Thompson 

and Windridge were, of course, our own Dick Thompson and Fred Windridge - both were members of 

the CCA.  In fact, the club’s minutes of the period record the authorization of purchasing a CCA car 

badge for the #2 entry to be used during the race. 
 

I’d like to thank Van for locating this article for us.  It is from the www.conceptcarz.com website. A 

link is provided at the end of the article.  Books and articles have been written on this race but this is 

a particularly nice background summary. 
 

 

 

 

1960 24 Hours of Le Mans: An Innovator's Touch 
 

After a brief period with one of the most dominant and formidable sports car teams in all the world, 

John Fitch would be presented an opportunity that would have seemed like an insult to one's intelli-

gence. The prospect was more than a challenge. Yet although the prospect seemed certain to be filled 

with very little in the way of success but flush with heartache, Fitch would revel in the challenge of 

making the Corvette an elite sportscar. And, by his leadership, pedigree and presence, a dominant leg-

acy would be born. 

 

In 2001, the Corvette Racing Team would complete a one-two victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans fin-

ishing 8th overall and enjoying a margin of victory of more than 25 laps. Corvette had re-emerged at 

the top after its last class victory around three decades earlier. But, that one-two finish would turn into 

two-straight one-two victories at the famed 24 hour race. It would also lead to a level of dominance 

within the class that only some of the prototypes could ever claim. 

Battling against Aston Martins, Ferraris, Porsches and numerous other sports cars, it would be the 

American car that would come out on top at a race that had been dominated by some of the rarest 

breeds of manufacturers in the world. The common had overcome the elite. 

 

But it wasn't as though it hadn't happened before, and with Corvette. In fact, the similarities from that 

first class victory for Corvette to its return to dominance in the new millennium would be quite simi-

lar. 

 

The one thing the latest Corvette Racing Team had going for it was the simple fact that it had been 

done before. So the team had proof it had been done. They just needed to emulate the same things that 

brought about the initial success for the marque. What they really needed to do was emulate the man 

that helped to make it possible. 

 

John Fitch had only started racing in 1949, but, by 1952 he would already have a national champion-

ship to his name and would be a part of one of the most dominant sports car teams in the world. Victo-

rious in the 12 Hours of Sebring in 1953 and earning a class victory at Le Mans that same year, Fitch 

would be a man dearly sought after. And, by 1955, he would be signed to drive for the formidable 
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Mercedes-Benz factory team full-time. 

 

Although this was the opportunity of a lifetime, the tragedy at Le Mans meant it would well and truly 

be cut short. Despite being with arguably the best team of the period, the only real highlight Fitch 

would earn while with the team would be a victory in the Tourist Trophy race at Dundrod while being 

partnered with Stirling Moss. 

 

In spite of the lack of success, Fitch's ability as a driver was unquestionable and kept him in high de-

mand. But, there was really only one that garnered that much of John's attention would be fellow racer 

and amateur yachtsman, Briggs Cunningham. 

 

Finishing the Targa Florio with Mercedes-Benz in 4th place overall, Fitch's career with the German 

team would be at an end. John would then return to the United States and would be presented with 

what had to be considered one of the most outlandish and taxing propositions ever, given from where 

he had just come. 

 

Another chief designer, this time for Chevrolet, would take notice of Fitch and would approach the 

man about heading up a Corvette racing program and that the intention was to take part in the 12 

Hours of Sebring just a few months away in late-winter, 1956. 

 

This would be a tough proposition for Fitch considering he had just finished his time with Mercedes 

and that the Corvette program seemed far from race-ready. This seemed like a losing proposition, or at 

least one that would be a long time in coming. Nevertheless, Fitch would agree to the proposal and 

would be a part of a three car effort. 
 

The Corvette program would be thrown together at the last minute. And though the team would enter 

three cars in the race, neither one really had all of the necessary parts for a 12 hour race, nor the time 

on the track to really determine what it needed to do to be competitive. Amazingly, under Fitch's lead-

ership, and as a result of his abilities as a driver, he and Walt Hansgen would manage to bring the 

number Corvette home to a 9th place overall finish and 1st in class. One race, one victory. 

 

This would be an incredible result given the lack of preparedness within the team. It would, however, 

be a great source of encouragement to the effort and would serve as an encouraging foundation upon 

which to build. This would be quite necessary, however, as the Corvette Racing program would strug-

gle after that. But then came the 1960 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

 

It had been five years since Fitch managed to lead the Corvette racing program to a surprising class 

victory in the 12 Hours of Sebring. However, after that, the Corvette program would experience lim-

ited success as Fitch worked with his friend Briggs Cunningham to turn the Corvette into a perennial 

contender. Though not an official 'works' team, GM would invest in the program a good deal and this 

would enable the team to make important improvements. And, in 1960, Cunningham and Fitch would 

determine it was time to make an assault on the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

 

Ever since its first running in 1923, Le Mans had been considered the ultimate in motor racing. At-

tempting the rare balance between performance and reliability, cars, teams and drivers would be put 

through perhaps the most grueling and toughest of all tests in motor racing. And, as a result, this 

would attract some of the best manufacturers in the world to the race in order to showcase their crea-
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tions in the most demanding of all experiments. 

 

Cunningham would first make the decision to send a car over for the test days at Le Mans just to get 

an idea of the performance of the car given the updates and evolutions over the last five years. When it 

was all said and done, Cunningham would come to know just what he was wondering. This would 

lead him to making the decision to send even more than a single car to take part in the actual race. 

 

The cars would make their way by ship over to Le Havre and would be unloaded and driven the short 

distance to Le Mans. Cunningham would enter three cars for the race receiving numbers one through 

three. A fourth car would be entered by the Camoradi U.S.A. RT team. Cunningham and Kimberley 

would be at the wheel of car number 1. Thompson and Windridge would be driving car 2. John Fitch 

would be partnered with Bob Grossman and would be entrusted with car number 3. Lilley and Gam-

bles would be driving the Camoradi Corvette, car number 4. 

 

Coming into the race, Corvette's main challenge would come from a number of sources. Ferrari, Ma-

serati and even Porsche would consist of the main challenge and these European teams would some-

what scoff at the notion of an American Corvette being entered in the same class. In some respects, 

the disbelief in the car's ability would be justly deserved. Much heavier and bulky than the European 

sportscars (heaviest car in the field), the Corvette seemed out of place, almost like a saloon competing 

against a little sports car. But the car would have an advantage—its engine. 
 

Practice would see Corvette deal with some issues including one of the cars loosing a wheel while 

traveling down the Mulsanne at over 150mph. Still, the driver would manage to hold onto the car and 

would return to the pits to have the trouble addressed. 

 

Because of Fitch's experience around European race tracks, he would be an invaluable asset to the 

team throughout the course of practice and during the race. He would have an idea of the nature of the 

race, the rules and even some of the ways to take advantage of situations. 

 

Despite the belief the Corvette didn't entirely belong, the cars would attract a whole lot of attention all 

throughout the race weekend, especially by other manufacturers. A good reason for this would be the 

engine used to power the car, but also, the fact the car most closely resembled a car that could be pur-

chased at a local dealership. 

 

The white with blue stripe livery adorning the cars would look a stark contrast to the many other 

adorned in Italian red or British green. Prepared for the start of the race, the officials would seal the 

gas tank and the water and oil filler caps to ensure that conformity to the regulations. One of those 

regulations that would come into the play during the race would be the rule that would prohibit the re-

filling of water or oil within a 25 lap period. This was not easy on a team that had a car that was over-

heating and would cause many teams a bit of trouble unless they used a little ingenuity. The Cunning-

ham team would end up having to do just that. 

 

Estimates of more than a quarter of a million people would assemble all around the circuit in prepara-

tion of the start of the race. The skies would be overcast and would seem certain to have some rain in 

store for the race, as is normal for Le Mans. The drivers would line up for the usual start, meaning the 

drivers would line up across the road from their respective car. When the flag would drop to start the 

race, the drivers were expected to sprint across the track to their cars in order to make the fastest get-
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away from the pits as possible. 

 

Being positioned at the head of the line due to the numbering of the entries, the Corvettes would get 

away well up toward the front of the field. The roaring grumble from the Corvette engines had come 

to life and the crowd would know they were coming without any need of any other kind of warning. 

 

The Maseratis and Ferraris would be fast right away but would not be matched by reliability. All four 

of the Corvettes would carry on during the early going without a problems whatsoever, despite the 

opinion of others that the heavy weight of the cars would wreak havoc on the brakes at the tight cor-

ners, like that at the end of the long Mulsanne. 

 

The greatest battle the Corvettes would face during the early part of the race would be with the Por-

sches. However, the sheer pace of the Corvette, due to the massive engine, would allow the American 

cars to pull away into the distance. Besides the Porsches, the Corvette team would also have to deal 

with the Ferrari coupes. Not only were the Ferraris fast, but they were also much more reliable than 

some of the other manufacturers, like Maserati. But though the Ferraris were fast, the seemingly-

handicapped Corvettes would prove to be just as fast. In fact, over the whole of the race, the 4th fast-

est speed would be achieved by the Corvette, a grand-touring coupe. 

 

Although the Corvette attack would be strong, it wouldn't be without its share of problems. Ferrari 

would be controlling the pace but the Corvettes wouldn't be all that far back. However, the rain would 

come around 6pm and would cause absolute chaos as the circuit began to flood. Kimberley would be 

one of those that would find the weather conditions difficult. Around White House, he would lose 

control of his Corvette and it would eventually flip and catch on fire. Unfortunately, because of the 

flip, flames would burn out the ignition on the car and would leave him stranded, unable to make his 

way back to the pits. This meant one of the Corvettes was out of the race. 

 

White House would seem to be the spot selected to give the Corvettes trouble, for, not long after Kim-

berley's troubles Fred Windridge would lose control and would bounce off the embankment lining the 

course. However, unlike the number 1 Corvette, the number 2 car would be able to limp back to the 

pits for necessary repairs to be made. Most of the damage would be to the right-front of the nose and 

at the rear of the car. A couple of hours later, the car would emerge, ready to head back into the fray. 

 

As darkness descended upon the course, the wet conditions would combine with the low light to make 

driving conditions absolutely terrible. The number 3 Corvette driven by Fitch and Grossman would 

make it through these conditions relatively unscathed and would even pit for special tires to handle the 

extremely wet conditions. While many of the other manufacturers had come to the race with open-top 

coupes, the Corvettes would be doing great in the rain while some of the others had gotten water on 

the inside of the windscreen, thereby making visibility even worse. 

 

Ferrari was still leading the way but Fitch would be behind the wheel of Corvette number 3. Experi-

enced in European road racing, and their weather, he would find the Corvette would handle just about 

as good in the wet conditions as in the dry, something the others could not boast. Therefore, Fitch 

would make best use of this advantage and would actually begin to push in the terrible conditions. 

Fitch would be going like mad behind the wheel of the Corvette and there wasn't anything the other 

teams could do about it. In just the span of about 4 hours, Fitch would make his way from 13th up to 
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7th, and this was after a number of hours of racing had already gone by. It was a tremendous amount 

of ground he had made up over the course of those 4 hours. 

 

By dawn on Sunday morning, the weather was already beginning to clear and the sun was beginning 

to shine brightly. The Corvette of Fitch and Grossman would also be running brightly. The car was 

still up around the top ten and looking strong. The number 2 Corvette also remained in the race and 

was being absolutely abused in an attempt to make up some lost ground. The number 4 Corvette 

would also continue to run but would still be a good distance down. 

 

Only four hours remaining in the race, there were still three Corvettes in the race with the number 3 

running highest. The car was running without problems and looking incredibly strong, still getting 

good speed down the straight. 

 

Three hours from the finish another Corvette would retire. The number 2 would finally drop out after 

the engine in the car let go. This left just two of the four Corvettes still in the race. However, the num-

ber 3 car was still running quite well. 

 

Ferraris remained in a strong position while all of the factory Porsches would be out. Fitch would 

bring the number 3 car in without about two hours remaining in the race. The stop was to be routine as 

the engine was running strongly and everything else was performing okay. Unfortunately, as a crew-

man checked the radiator on the car, all of the water would come shooting out of the radiator. It would 

take some time to replace what was lost and, as Fitch returned to the race, it was noticed the engine 

temperature would rapidly rise unlike before. This posed a problem for engine reliability. But there 

was an even greater problem in that the regulations prohibited oil and water changes except every 25 

laps. The temperatures were rising too high to give the team any confidence the car would even make 

it to the next 25 lap window. The car had a problem. The team faced a challenge. 

 

Most teams would look around the pits to see what they had to rectify a situation such as was befalling 

the number 3 Corvette. However, for the Cunningham team, the answer would be found behind the 

pits. Since the team couldn't add water except every 25 laps, the team would look for the next best 

substitute. The answer—ice. The team would steal buckets of ice from the catering tent behind the 

pits. Every three laps the number 3 Corvette would return to the pits to have those buckets of ice 

packed in around the engine. It would be an ingenious solution to the problem. Grossman would be 

behind the wheel then and would take care over the course of those three laps intervals to help ensure 

the car would make it to the end. This routine would continue every three laps. Still, it would work. 

The car would continue running and running well. Even the crowd overlooking the pits would get be-

hind the team. Appreciating the effort put in by the team, the crowd would erupt with clapping and 

cheering as the ice was packed around the engine. 
 

The effort would work. Twenty-four hours after starting the race, the number 3 Corvette would come 

flying up by the pits to cross the line and finish. The crowd would give the team an ovation for its in-

credible effort and never give up attitude everyone had exhibited in those later-stages. 

 

And because of the attitude to never give up, the team would be rewarded. As with Sebring in 1956, 

Corvette would take a class victory in its very first attempt at Le Mans. Overall, the car would finish 

the race an incredible 8th place, the very same result that would garnered by Corvette Racing in 2001. 
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John Fitch had helped to make Corvette a champion. He had helped to take the brand from being 

treated with a little contempt to being given an ovation. It would be an incredible achievement for the 

team in its first attempt at the famous endurance race. What's interesting is that only one other class 

victory would be achieved by a Corvette until the return of the full factory effort in 1999. 

 

When the Corvette Racing team reappeared at Le Mans around the turn of the new millennium it too 

would be somewhat looked down upon. It was obvious those that looked down upon a Corvette at Le 

Mans had forgotten their history and what had been achieved there in 1960. However, in a finish mir-

roring that inaugural effort in 1960, the Corvette Racing team would pay homage to the Corvette leg-

acy at Le Mans, to the aid John Fitch brought to the fledgling team and, as a result, would remind eve-

ryone that the Corvette was just as at home on the roads of Le Mans as any other sportscar. In fact, it 

would prove, in a short period of time, to perhaps be more at home there than some of its competitors. 

Each and every year Corvette continues to remain a favorite to win in its class. Such is the legacy of 

Cunningham, Fitch and the Corvette. 

 

By Jeremy McMullen 

http://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/z9082/1960-Chevrolet-Corvette-LeMans-Racer.aspx 

 

Sources: 

'Le Mans 24 Hours 1960', (http://www.racingsportscars.com/photo/Le_Mans-1960-06-26.html). Rac-

ing Sports Cars. http://www.racingsportscars.com/photo/Le_Mans-1960-06-26.html. Retrieved 10 No-

vember 2012. 

 

McCausland, Evan. 'John Fitch, Race Legend and Safety Pioneer, Dead at 95', (http://

rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-181989.html). 

Automobile. http://rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-

181989.html. Retrieved 10 November 2012. 

 

Corvette Le Mans 24 Hours 1960. Video. (2012). Retrieved 10 November 2012 from http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKf8wYda7vM 

 

http://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/z9082/1960-Chevrolet-Corvette-LeMans-Racer.aspxC:/Users/Jon/Documents/Amazon%20MP3%20Uploader
http://www.racingsportscars.com/photo/Le_Mans-1960-06-26.html
http://www.racingsportscars.com/photo/Le_Mans-1960-06-26.html
http://rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-181989.html
http://rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-181989.html
http://rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-181989.html
http://rumors.automobilemag.com/john-fitch-race-legend-and-safety-pioneer-dead-at-95-181989.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKf8wYda7vM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKf8wYda7vM
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2009 Calloway Corvette 
24,000 Miles 

$49,990. 
 

CALLAWAY CHROME SUPERCHARGER 580hp Corvette C6. Metallic Cyber gray with con-

trasting buff aluminum-tone hood and wheels. What a flying dragon - photo finish with a ZR1 or 

anything in this Exotic Class! Runs great, a real head turner on any street. 2nd roof tinted OEM (see 

last pix) available; set of Nitto racing tires (used once) mounted on OEM wheels available. Up-

graded interior red leather matches C6 logo. Front grille (OEM) interior-installed. All Callaway up-

grades: listed on original sticker, e.g., incredible SHORT THROW stick, CALLAWAY WHEELS 

w/ Michelins (5k mi. - in excellent cond.), and the full fabulous engine, brakes and Callaway ameni-

ties! The Callaway upgrade in 2009 added $20k+ to new-car price. Only 'Vette on the street this fast 

at this price. Accident-free, always garaged, babied. This is a Jewel!  

Email Vince at: maestrovincent@yahoo.com 

mailto:maestrovincent@yahoo.com
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Wanted 

CCA Member Phil Canal is looking for secure storage space in the Olney, Maryland 

area for his antique Lincoln show car.  If you can help him out or have a suggestion, 

please contact him at 301-774-8069. 

CCA member Cal (Tark) Milans is clearing out some Corvette parts, NOS and used, 

mostly C1 and some C3. Can deliver to Business Meetings or Shop Nights.  

 

For list, please email ct.milans@earthlink.net . Service Manuals (P. 5) are free to 

CCA'ers with the equivalent year car. List is still being finalized and more being added 

(eg. huge inventory of Chevrolet Technical Service Bulletins). Thank you!  

mailto:ct.milans@earthlink.net
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The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first 

club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the club char-

ter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a subsequent 

meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of America since 

it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of 

America took the first steps toward forming a na-

tional organization by laying the ground work for 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group 

which now includes 275 clubs with more than 

17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the largest 

non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in 

the United States. The Corvette Club of America is 

a proud member of the East Region of the NCCC. 

As one of the founding clubs of the National 

Council of Corvette Clubs, the CCA is honored to 

have been assigned club number 1 in the organiza-

tion. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Vice President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Jay Srivatsan (719)251-9403 

Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
mailto:paul.vale@gmail.com
mailto:nita_s_armstrong@yahoo.com
mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:tpopkin@mac.com
mailto:the_eagle_man@verizon.net
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 
 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

   May 12
th

 

Shop Night Location: 
 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

     May 19
th

 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

es
t 

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and 

the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find per-

formance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for 

whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you 

in getting the most out of your tires and car.  

 

        9101 Brookville Rd 

        Silver Spring, MD  20910 

        301-585-2740 

        http://www.radialtirecompany.com 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

