The World’s First Corvette Club
The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi

April 2015

Well I think spring has finally come to warm us up for a great start to the Corvette season. Let's get ready
and go.
I would like to express our deep sympathy to Jean Wade and family for their loss. Jim Wade and family
will be in our prayers always.
The St. Patrick's Day celebration was very nice and the food and spirits were very good. Thank you all for
the birthday wish. I had a great time in Atlantic City. Thanks Tina and Scott Decker.
Hospice is still looking for volunteers for the big buddy camp so keep that in mind. You can get in touch
with Elisa Merendino (ecarr724@aol.com) or Jim Parisi (jp71234@gmail.com). The registration forms
will be at the business meeting Tuesday.
Our first autocross of the 2015 season will be on April 12th with a class on April 11th. Hope to see everyone at the Lincoln Tech autocross track in Columbia MD. Remember to keep in mind the Dick Thompson
award for the most points wins the Trophy. Let the competition begin. Gentlemen Start your Engines and
enjoy the races.
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We have a tech night with the Sport Collision Center on April 28th shop night. I hope we have a good
turn out and that everyone asks questions about keeping the Corvette like new.
Paul from Radial Tire will be at the May 19 shop night at 7:30 PM to give us information on what
tires to use for what event and everyday driving. Also he will have general information on racing tires.
I hope to see all members at this event.

First Z06 delivered at Sport Chevrolet

It’s all about cars and people
sharing their passions.
Jim Parisi
CCA President
jp71234@gmail.com
(410) 292-8722
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Membership Director—Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Welcome New Members
Michael & Robin Meadows
Greg Minkoff
Edward Mikoloski
Don Hatch

Sponsor
Woodbridge, Va.
Bethesda, Md.
Sykesville, Md.
Arlington, Va.

‘63 blue C
‘15 black C
‘14 LRG C
‘15

Web
Google
On a plane
Sport

Special request: All new members coming into CCA MUST fill out an application. I can’t take a name
and phone number on e-mail. They get lost or deleted. Applications can be downloaded from our web site
and mailed to my address.
Members if you are not receiving your club e-mail with reminders and news information please contact
me ASAP.
Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-253-6074
24716 Tandem Dr.
Damascus, Md. 20872-2312
2015 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
CCA Embroidery Club shirts website.www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
CCA events coming up. Don’t miss out on all the fun.
April 11th & 12th
April 14th
April 28th
May 16th & 17th
June 7th
July 8th - 14th

First CCA Double Autocross of the season - see flyer in this issue.
Business Meeting, Golden Bull Resturant - see flyer in this issue.
Shop Night - see flyer in this issue.
Second CCA Autocross and interclub social event - see flyer in this issue.
42nd Annual CCA Car Show @ Sport Chevrolet, details coming.
CCA first international cruise to Canada - currently wait listed. Contact
Jon Thorn if you want to join us for an exciting time at Niagara Falls and
Mosport for the IMSA Tudor and Continental Tire races.
Save the date, Ocean City Corvette Weekend October 16th - 17th, 2015
Jean Wade 2000 Red Coupe
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Editor’s note:
Jean asked me to share this card with the club so I am including it here following her Membership
Article.
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The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

I made two more additions this month
to our Dick Thompson Award display
at Sport Chevrolet. There is now a
small table to hold the 3-ring binder
containing information on the award.
The binder is a work in progress and
currently has information on the criteria for winning the award, the story
behind the silver bowl, information on
Dick Thompson and his connection to
Corvette and the CCA, a brief history
of the CCA with information on joining the club and last but not least the
point standings for 2014 and information on our inaugural winner, Stephen
Catlin. I also donated a Mobil 1 folding chair that I won at last year’s Mosport race to give anyone who wants to look through the binder a
comfortable place to sit. Here is one more picture to go with the photos that were in last month’s Courier.
If you get a chance you should visit the display at Sport and see it for yourself. Thanks to the support of
Dick and Eve Lloyd Thompson as well as our sponsor Sport Chevrolet we have a historic and very impressive perpetual trophy encouraging competitive motorsports within the CCA and NCCC.
I am going to close out my Rambling this month with a personal observation that amounts to an editorial
comment on the current state of the Corvette Club of America. As you all know by now Jim Wade lost a
long health battle in March. Cancer can be a terrible disease and it certainly was in Jim’s case. I am confident he is in a far better place now. But it was also a horrible disease for Jean Wade, our Membership
Director, to cope with. I am sure that everyone agrees with Jim Parisi’s statement this month that Jim
Wade and family will be in our prayers always. I just want to add a comment that I was really heartened
by participation of our membership at the Burial Mass. The club was heavily represented. Here are a couple of pictures from the service for Jim.
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For many of us the CCA has become an extended family.
Jean has given so much to the club over the years and now
is a time when the club can and will provide her with some
comfort. The CCA is a very special group of people and it
is far more than just about a car. Times like this make that
clear to me. We have a club that is very special. That’s my
“State Of The CCA” message.
We have a new Corvette Season approaching as the
weather improves. If you are one of the less active members of the CCA, I strongly encourage you to become more
involved with the club. Time is short and you are missing a
lot by not being tightly connected to this club.
Jon Thorn
Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

It looks like snow is behind us and spring is on the horizon. Our first autocross event is this weekend
and based on online reservations a lot of people are getting the dust off our Corvettes and preparing
them for some fun. My report on this event and school will be in next month’s report.
It’s also time to be seriously thinking of attending our autocross road trip next month to Manheim,
PA on May 16-17 to meet up with fellow Corvette enthusiasts from the Lancaster County Corvette
Club. The flyers for the events associated with this trip follow this article. Please send in your
RSVPs to me soon for both the autocross and Saturday night social (preferably by email so I can
add you to the CC list and send out updated details to the attending group) and start booking a hotel.
Bill Sandusky and I have both booked rooms at the Days Inn & Suites. Just your basic motel/hotel,
but reasonably priced and centrally located. As more people RSVP we can plan the caravan ride up
and more. However, for now I was shooting for arriving in Lancaster by noon and meeting at Lancaster Brewing Company for lunch and a drink. There are plenty of Amish attractions close by,
shopping, and wineries for the afternoon. A couple of us will be helping LCCC set up the course
from 4-6:30PM, and then we will be meeting at Bube’s Brewery in nearby Mt. Joy, PA for dinner
and drinks at 7PM. Then it’s a double autocross on Sunday at Manheim’s expansive parking lot!
Until next month Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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SCCA Performance Driving eXperience (PDX) at Summit Point Circuit
March 14 & 15, 2015
by Pat Roney
The weather finally cooperated and let us get our season started after having to cancel our first event
at VIR 2/28 & 3/1/2015 due to 8 inches of snow on the track. Even though Saturday started off with
rain, it started to clear up after lunch and we managed to get in some good track time. The rain gave
us a chance to work on the basics at a slower speed and it paid off for the rest of the event. Paul Q.,
fellow CCA member was out for his first SCCA track event and he did great. Paul picked up the line
quickly and made my job easy. By the second day we were working on fine tuning which usually
takes 6 or 8 days to get to that level of expertise. I thoroughly enjoyed working with Paul and know
he is hooked and will be back.

Paul with his 2006 Corvette Z51. Check out that smile.
Fellow CCA’ers Bob C. and Gary N. came up to help CornerCraver Naris N. with his Stohr P1 race
car, as he gets ready for the SCCA Competition School in a couple of weeks. Bob, Gary, Tom A. and
myself will be Naris’s pit crew for the Comp School. Sorry I didn’t get a picture of Bob and Gary
working on the Fly Guy, but here is an old picture of Naris’s car “Fly Guy” taken from my car as he
was headed out on track at VIR..
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Talk about seeing some beautiful Corvette’s out on track. Check out this beautiful 1965 Corvette
staged to go out on track.

This beautiful Corvette is owned by brothers Sal & Bob Piccione and it has quite a history which can
be viewed at:
http://registryofcorvetteracecars.com/ee/index.php/site/view_cars/1202
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Sal and Bob bought the car a couple of years ago. They also own a 1965 Corvette Roadster and a
1966 Corvette, which are NCRS Top Flight and Bloomington Gold

It would be hard to not be smiling while sitting in this beautiful 1965 Corvette track car at the race
track. Sal is living the dream.

Audi Club HPDE at Summit Point
March 21 & 22, 2015
There were plenty of Corvette’s at the Audi Club event at Summit Point. Below is Sean F. with his
beautiful new Corvette C7 Z06. Sean is a fellow instructor and Cornercraver and really knows how to
make these high powered Corvettes perform on the track. I have been out with Sean many times in
his Katech Corvette C6 Z06 as well as his C7 Z51 Corvette. At this event Sean gave me my first ride
in a C7 Z06, 7 speed manual and was I impressed. This rocket has more torque than anything I have
been in and the handling is fantastic. What a pleasure to be able to get a ride from such a good driver.
Speaking of good drivers, Phil A. the co chief instructor for Audi and well know racer, was kind
enough to give me a ride in his new Corvette C7 Z07, 8 speed automatic which proved to be every bit
as capable as the manual transmission. I would have a tough time making a decision on whether to go
manual or automatic with the C7 Z06. A word of caution, be very careful with the throttle on these
beasts as they can get away from you very fast, and be very aware that taking the nannies off is only
for the seasoned driver and should be approached with great caution.
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My student for this event was driving a Corvette C7 Z51 with the stock brakes and pads. I am amazed
at how great the stock C7 is at braking and handling on the track. I wish I could afford to upgrade to a
C7 as it is as fine a track car right from the dealer as I have had the pleasure of being on track with.
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Another nicely set up track car is fellow CornerCraver Army Sergeant Major Jason L who was kind
enough to give me a ride in his Mustang. Jason is a good driver and has been making big improvements to his car setup over the past couple of years.

SCCA Competition School
March 28 & 29, 2015
CCA had 4 of its members pit crewing for Dr. Naris N. at the SCCA Competition School. Gary N,
Bob C, Tom A and myself worked together to make sure that Naris’s car was ready to go when it was
track time. We overcame a few obstacles and worked on developing a good procedure for coming
events. Tom A made suggestions for better communications and documenting procedures that will
help in the future. Gary N had his scanner radio and could hear the corner workers communications
and pass it on to Naris while he was on track. Bob C and Gary N designed a fix for a broken front
splitter and Gary fabricated the part overnight and he and Bob installed it the next day. All in all, I
would say it was a pretty good start for Naris’s pit crew.
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Gary and Bob checking the car out as Naris comes off track.

Naris giving the thumbs up to his pit crew.
I know that John D. was at VIR mid March trying out his new track car but don’t have any pictures or
much detail. Maybe John will post some pictures and let us know how it went.
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The season is just getting started so stay tuned for more action in the coming months. As a matter of
fact, we will be going out to the National Corvette Museum track later this month for a 2 day event
on the 23rd and 24th. This is one of my favorite events with Track Events Manager Matt Busby and
Chief Instructor Mike Newlander and crew going out of their way to make this a great event. Check
out the October 2014 newsletter to see how much fun we had last year. We will also be at Watkins
Glen in May with Chin Motorsports, and many more events along the way. If you would like to hear
more about what we do, please feel free to ask any of our group of track guys and girls.
Please remember to keep it to the speed limit on the road and stay alert. If you want to see how your
car can perform please bring it to the track where you can exercise it in a safer environment.
While on the subject of safe driving on the street please remember to be a good example while driving as those around you will pick up any good or bad habits. Andy Pilgrim makes a lot of good
points in his video on safe driving, including a comment from a 5 year old about her mother always
yaking on the phone while driving. After watching that video, I have made a big effort to not be setting bad examples for my kids and grandkids. If anyone would like to see the video, I would be
happy to loan it to you.
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan

NCCC Report

Spring at last !!! Snow tires officially stored away.
The first autocross of the year is this weekend April 11-12 and the weather is supposed to be beautiful.
We are anticipating a great turnout and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone participate and to meet
new members and visitors.
Many thanks to Ron Hamrah, who substituted for me at the last regional governor’s meeting while I was
on vacation. I will provide a summary of NCCC events and topics based upon the minutes.
A decision was made to trademark the NCCC logo, and a vote taken on the Teen Driving School sponsored by Tire Rack/BMW safety school appears to have passed, with 8 Yes, 7 No, 2 abstain. As the program evolves, I will provide updates so those with younger drivers in the household may take advantage
of the benefits of a safe driving program.
The NCCC convention is in the Poconos this year and there are many activities planned for those interested in attending: http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2015.html. The Convention package costs
$190 and is required to participate in events, daytrips, picnics, and evening activities. A day pass is $35.
At the convention, each registered NCCC member receives 15 national points for attending and 5 national points for each competitive event entered in a Corvette regardless of finish in their class. Each club
receives 15 national points for each member registered. Points shall not be awarded to members who
cancel or are only “Day Passes”.
Just a reminder to provide your NCCC number if ordering parts at Eckler’s. This gives national a 10%
rebate and regional 5%.
Jay Srivatsan

The Corvette Courier
NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464

April 2015

Page 16

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 17

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 18

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 19

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 20

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 21

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 22

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 23

Editors note: This month we continue the coverage of a historic Corvette racer that was first covered
in the March 2015 issue. This car is now up for bid at an auction that will be held by RM Sotheby’s in
Fort Worth on May 2nd. Due to the strong connection of this car with Dick Thompson some of our
members may want to chip in to buy the car. It would look great along side our Dick Thompson
Award display case at Sport Chevrolet. Emphasis within the article provided by the editor.

1962 Gulf Oil Corvette Racer to be Sold at RM Sotheby’s Texas Auction
by Mitch Talley on April 2, 2015

Paul Andrews and his son, Chris, have spent years building one of the world’s best collections of classic vehicles.
Now they want to sell off many of their prized cars to whittle their impressive collection down to a
more manageable 15 to 20 cars that they can focus on and enjoy with their family.
Some 75 of their cars and a wide assortment of memorabilia will be auctioned off May 2 in Fort
Worth, Texas by RM Sotheby’s.
One of the cars to be auctioned is their 1962 Corvette Gulf Oil race car – with no reserve. Estimated value of the car is $2 million to $2.75 million. It’s called one of the most significant of all
Corvette racing cars, according to the auction website.
Who can argue?
It was the 1962 SCCA A/Production champion and was driven by the legendary Dr. Dick
Thompson for Grady Davis’ Gulf Oil Racing.
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But that’s not all.
It was the winner of the first-ever NCRS American Heritage Award and comes with extensive documentation and has been authentically restored and beautifully maintained.
This special Corvette has a 327 engine producing 360+ horsepower with Rochester mechanical fuel
injection, four-speed manual transmission, 37-gallon fuel tank, independent front suspension with upper and lower A-arms, unequal length wishbones, coil springs, an anti-roll bar, and tubular shocks,
live axle rear suspension with semi-elliptic leaf springs and tubular shock absorbers, and four-wheel
heavy-duty drum brakes.
The car also was of just 246 Corvettes in 1962 equipped with the highly capable RPO 687 package,
which put the car in virtually race-ready condition “as-is,” as it added heavy-duty brakes, suspension
with special rear shocks, additional air scoops for the brakes, and a quicker steering ratio.
Don Yenko Chevrolet sold the car to Grady Davis’ Gulf Oil Racing team, who got it ready for the
1962 SCCA A-Production series.
Dr. Thompson drove the car to wins in 13 races, including Watkins Glen, Road America, and
Virginia International Raceway, cementing his reputation as not only one of the greatest Corvette drivers in history but also one of the best SCCA drivers ever.
But while this Corvette enjoyed a meteoric rise to the top, it just as quickly vanished from the racing
scene in 1963.
It was changed back to street specs and spent the next 20 years with four owners apparently not realizing they owned a piece of racing history.
Finally, a Lutheran minister/Corvette expert, Rev. Mike Ernst, discovered the car being used as a daily
driver by a college student completely oblivious to its pedigree.
Ernst was able to reunite the Corvette with its original engine block, cylinder heads, exhaust manifold,
Yenko heavy-duty suspension, Stewart Warner gauges, and roll bar. It hit the show scene in 1987 and
has been a major star in the Corvette world ever since.
Now someone new will have a chance to own this truly one-of-a-kind Corvette.
http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2015/04/02/1962-gulf-oil-corvette-racer-to-be-sold-at-rm-sothebys-texas-auction/
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at the Killarney House
March 14th 2015

Page 25

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 26

The Corvette Courier

April 2015

Page 27

Editors note:
In spite of the weather (a cold, wet day) the CCA had a great outing for our St. Patrick’s Day celebration. I think at all who attended will agree that we need to schedule another event at the Killarney
House very soon.
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Editor’s Note: The day of this crash the internet lit up with photos and posts on the accident. I made a
post in the private CCA group on Facebook with some information I had. I knew that Cal was at the
Gatornationals and I suggested that he “might” want to do an article with some comments for us. As
always, he came through with help for the Courier!

DRAGSTER CRASHES AT 280 MPH
by Cal (Tark) Milans
The Occasion: My wife Flora and I went to Gainsville, FL for the NHRA Gatornationals March 12 –
15. The trip was a Christmas present from her. Life's good!
The Wreck: Larry Dixon's top fuel dragster had a single vehicle, catastrophic accident on Saturday
afternoon. We were seated in the top row about half track, so we had a pretty good view as the car
came apart just to our right - at 280 MPH!
Drag race cars do have violent wrecks occasionally, but they are usually the result of engine explosions or tire failures at high speed. Not the case here – the frame of Dixon's dragster simply broke in
half! The front of the car shot skyward, well above the three story control tower, and the back of the
car, with Larry strapped in, also went air borne and flipped over. It tumbled around, landing hard
against the left lane retaining wall and then slid down the track – on fire – before coming to a stop
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near the finish line. Emergency crews were there immediately, extinguishing the fire and assessing
Dixon's condition.
The scene then turned almost surreal. Fatalities are very rare at drag strips, but they do occur, and the
crowd knew it. The track announcer was silent, the crowd was hushed, and everyone looked for the
medic helicopter to appear.
And then a huge surprise and a huge relief – Dixon was talking and getting out of what was left of the
car, and seemed to be okay! Incredible, given the violence and speed of the crash.
The Cause: NHRA immediately impounds any car involved in a life threatening or catastrophic event.
A series of inspections and tests are performed to determine the cause and implement new rules as appropriate. An official finding in this case has not been issued, but one of the technical inspectors indicated to me there may have been a small internal crack in the chassis tubing which led to the frame
failure. Others have theorized that tire shake (when the rear tires violently and repeatedly gain and
lose traction) may have cracked the frame, or something may have nicked the tubing in the shutdown
area or in the tow back to the pits from a prior run.
Top fuel dragsters are narrow and long – about 30'. There is no suspension, front or rear, so stability
and traction are governed by frame flex (which is desirable) and the 18'' wide rear slicks at 6 psi. Centrifugal force from the spinning slicks and the torque of the motor tend to lift the chassis upward. This
is countered by the downforce of the 'wings' on these cars which exert 3,000 and 6,000 pounds of
downforce, respectively, front and rear.
The net result is a chassis bowing upward in the center, yet 'planted' front and rear for steering and
traction. In this case however, the defective frame member – whatever the cause – apparently allowed
the upward force to split the chassis in half. Certainly a contributing factor is the bending of the tubing
whenever the frame arches up. This would lead to metal fatigue and eventual failure even if no precondition existed. The race teams change out the front and rear frame sections periodically for this and
performance reasons, but the Dixon chassis had less than 70 prior runs and was considered to be relatively fresh.
To appreciate how fast and violent this accident was, consider these facts:
*Top fuel cars make an honest 10,000 horsepower – over 1,000 per cylinder!
*They burn a gallon of fuel per second under power
*They accelerate from 0 to 325 MPH in less than 4 seconds
Once one part is compromised under such force, the remaining components fail quickly in progressive
sequence. But given the beating the frame members took when they returned to earth, we may never
have a definitive 'smoking gun' as the causal factor. If we do, I'll report that on the CCA Facebook
page.
To see some remarkable photos of the crash, go to
http://markjrebilas.com/blog/?p=21971
The Corvette: To tie this article to our favorite subject, the Pro Modified class at this race was won by
Bob Rahaim driving a 2015 Corvette, pictured below. (Well, it looks like a 2015 Corvette!) He ran a
5.95 at 244 MPH, and also won Best Appearing Car, a real accomplishment given the hundreds of
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cars contending for the award.

Larry Dixon accident photo credit: Mark Rebilas, USA Today Sports / Reuters
Bob Rahaim photo credit: NHRA and Nate Van Wagnen / DragIllustrated.com

Editors note:
The following two “after” pictures of Dixon’s dragster were taken by Cal:
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Editor’s note: I would like to thank Van Vander Haar for collecting this information from the internet
on a company that has been associated with the Corvette as long as the car has existed. This is an interesting story for certain.

MFG’s Role in America’s Most Beautiful Automobile

1954 Corvette Introduced at Motorama NYC
Robert Morrison, founder of MFG, is renowned for the creative development of the molded fiber glass
(MFG) process for Corvette's fiberglass body. In 1954, the Chevrolet Corvette became the first production automobile with a molded fiber glass reinforced plastic body after Morrison convinced General Motors that reinforced plastic had a use in the automotive industry.
Glen Warner, a 30-year MFG veteran recalls the legendary "elevator incident." Morrison had come to
Detroit to discuss what his company could do to support GM, but the two purchasing people he was to
meet were locked in discussions with suppliers about steel body components. As Morrison departed,
the elevator opened upon Purchasing Director Elmer Gormesen, who announced that the decision
went down the day before to make the car of steel. He explained that GM was hesitant about fiberglass because it anticipated 10,000 units, and no sufficient fiberglass capacity existed. Morrison assured Gormesen that MFG and Owens Corning could come through.
Morrison had other business in Detroit that day and didn't return home to Ashtabula, OH until 1:30
a.m. the next day. That's when he learned from Gormesen that GM had made a turnabout decision to
go with fiberglass!
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First Fiberglass Corvette Body Parts from MFG
When Chevrolet agreed to proceed, Morrison initiated all of the necessary financing, production facilities, engineering support, tooling and production personnel to make it happen. He partnered with automotive engineers as well as raw material suppliers to resolve Chevrolet's concerns about a production
site, equipment and scheduling.
As the cooperative process developed, the basement of Morrison's home became an impromptu design
center for the 1953 Corvette fiberglass parts. MFG employees and GM's engineers worked side by
side on a ping-pong table until suitable business space was established.
Recalling those days in a memoir written around 1980, Morrison observed: "I believe, but cannot
prove, that Chevrolet would have completely cancelled the Corvette if the Ford Thunderbird had not
been such a big success."
MFG has continuously produced fiberglass composite parts for the Corvette since 1954. In 2003,
Robert S. Morrison was posthumously inducted into the prestigious Corvette Hall of Fame.
Narrated by MFG Sr. Executive VP Dave Denny, this video shows some of the most gorgeous classic
cars, including the original Corvette. Concours d'Elegance Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xnaDZyz7QX8
The Mastermind of the Corvette's Fiberglass Body, fascinating video that recounts the story of how
the founder of MFG pursuaded GM to go with a fiberglass body.
Link to the video: https://vimeo.com/moldedfiberglass/review/54631107/05227d05e9
Richard Morrison, CEO of Molded Fiber Glass Companies, recounts the story of how the late Robert
S. Morrison changed the future of the Corvette. In 1953 Morrison convinced Chevrolet to use his
newly created molded fiberglass body for the Corvette Concept Car displayed at the 1953 GM Motorama. The acceptance was overwhelming and from that point on the Corvette body was made out of
Fiberglass Reinforced Plastic (FRP), otherwise known as fiberglass. MFG has continuously produced
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fiberglass composite parts for the Corvette since 1954. In 2003, Robert Morrison was posthumously
inducted into the prestigious Corvette Hall of Fame.
Entire article from: http://www.moldedfiberglass.com/about-us/corvette-story
Stingray Test Fleet Swings by MFG
Fall 2013 / 10.01.2013

Greg Tilton – Chris Basela - Pat
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Officials from the Corvette Stingray division of GM Chevrolet with a group of MFG teammates who
were involved with the 2014 Stingray program. (L to R) Ben Ruhala, assistant project manager for
GM Corvette; Christopher Basela, lead engineer for the Corvette body; Charles McMurray, project
manager from MFG; Keith Bihary, corporate sales manager for MFG; Phillip Minch, project engineer
for GM; Barbara Armbruster, Corvette project manager; Greg Tilton, chief operating officer for MFG;
Jeff Bates and Tony Zuccaro, both project managers for MFG.
The test fleet of four 2014 Corvette Stingrays with General Motors’ Corvette team swung through
Ashtabula to visit MFG Corporate headquarters on August 26th.
Christopher Basela, lead composites engineer for body structures on the Corvette, and other members
of the team were attending a Corvette gathering in Carlisle, Pa.
They decided to make a stop in Ashtabula to tour the operations to share the excitement of the stunning new Corvette with a major parts supplier. Sixty years ago (1953), MFG founder Robert Morrison
was instrumental in launching the first fiber glass Corvette and the company has since produced a
large number of parts for the Corvette including the newest model. According to Basela, MFG produces all of the structural components on this new vehicle. He explained that as a result of the composites technology contributed by MFG, the 2014 Corvette Stingray will be the highest tech composite
car in the world.
“MFG has been an amazing partner for us,” he said. “The workforce here is pretty well dedicated to
the Corvette.”
“We are so proud of our teammates’ commitment to the Corvette” said Greg Tilton, MFG’s COO.
“Corvette Stingray is a significant portion of our business in Ashtabula and our focus is on the launch
of this vehicle.”
From: http://www.moldedfiberglass.com/compositesage/2013/fall/stingray-test-fleet-swings-mfg
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2009 Calloway Corvette
24,000 Miles
$49,990.
CALLAWAY CHROME SUPERCHARGER 580hp Corvette C6. Metallic Cyber gray with contrasting buff aluminum-tone hood and wheels. What a flying dragon - photo finish with a ZR1 or
anything in this Exotic Class! Runs great, a real head turner on any street. 2nd roof tinted OEM (see
last pix) available; set of Nitto racing tires (used once) mounted on OEM wheels available. Upgraded interior red leather matches C6 logo. Front grille (OEM) interior-installed. All Callaway upgrades: listed on original sticker, e.g., incredible SHORT THROW stick, CALLAWAY WHEELS
w/ Michelins (5k mi. - in excellent cond.), and the full fabulous engine, brakes and Callaway amenities! The Callaway upgrade in 2009 added $20k+ to new-car price. Only 'Vette on the street this fast
at this price. Accident-free, always garaged, babied. This is a Jewel!
Email Vince at: maestrovincent@yahoo.com
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Wanted
CCA Member Phil Canal is looking for secure storage space in the Olney, Maryland
area for his antique Lincoln show car. If you can help him out or have a suggestion,
please contact him at 301-774-8069.

CCA member Cal (Tark) Milans is clearing out some Corvette parts, NOS and used,
mostly C1 and some C3. Can deliver to Business Meetings or Shop Nights.
For list, please email ct.milans@earthlink.net . Service Manuals (P. 5) are free to
CCA'ers with the equivalent year car. List is still being finalized and more being added
(eg. huge inventory of Chevrolet Technical Service Bulletins). Thank you!
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a subsequent
meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of America since
it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of
America took the first steps toward forming a national organization by laying the ground work for
the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group
which now includes 275 clubs with more than
17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the largest
non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in
the United States. The Corvette Club of America is
a proud member of the East Region of the NCCC.
As one of the founding clubs of the National
Council of Corvette Clubs, the CCA is honored to
have been assigned club number 1 in the organization.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Webmaster

Jim Parisi
Rich Taylor
Paul Vale
Nita Armstrong
Jay Srivatsan
Jean Wade
Steve Catlin
Jon Thorn
Rick Roe

(410)292-8722
(240)460-9797
(301)570-9348
(443)852-1922
(719)251-9403
(301)253-6074
(703)220-1136
(301)963-4864
(410)960-1368

Non-Board Member Positions
NCM Ambassador
Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Courier Editor
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

April 14th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:
th

April 28
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and
the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find performance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for
whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you
in getting the most out of your tires and car.
9101 Brookville Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-585-2740
http://www.radialtirecompany.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

