
February 2015 

 

The World’s First Corvette Club 
The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi 

I would like to thank everyone for attending The Winter Dinner /Awards Event. I also want to welcome 

our new NCCC governor Jay Srivatsan, our new Secretary Pale Vale, and our new Vice President Richard 

Taylor to the CCA Board. I look forward to working and having fun with you all. 

I would also like to keep Jim and Jean Wade and family in our paryers. 

The trip to Canada is moving along fast so if you are interested please let Jon Thorn know so he can get 

you up to speed .The itinerary for the trip is still in the works and getting better everyday. The rooms are 

almost sold out so hurry and get your room ASAP. The Corvette Coral tickets are on sale now so don't 

wait. 

Hospice is still looking for volunteers for the big buddy camp so keep that in mind . You can get in touch 

with Elisa Merendino or Jim Parisi. The registration forms will be at the business meeting Tuesday.  

The weather is now very cold and snowy so please drive carefully. 

The Winter Party/Awards Dinner was a fun filled event. The Dick Thompson award was won by Steve 

Catlin. CONGRATULATIONS AND WELL DONE! We had several attendees from our club sponsor, 
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It’s all about cars and people 
sharing their passions. 
 
Jim Parisi 
CCA President 
 
jp71234@gmail.com 
(410) 292-8722 

Sport Chevrolet, including Gerry Ryan, General Manager; Randy Chiswell, Service Manager; Steve 

Coleman, the top Corvette Salesman; and Keith Clemmer, Senior Corvette Advisor. Penny Gladhill 

Director Of Hospice Caring joined us for the event. Mark Nathenson, University Of Maryland Engi-

neering Scholarship recipient also attended. From Lincoln College of Technlogy we had Glenn Johan-

nesen, President; and Mike Mosher, Supervisor of Technical Support. 

We all look forward to the Valentine Brunch on February 15th.  Contact Jean Wade if you have not 

already signed up. 

The Karting event will be on February 21st. Contact Pat Roney to sign up. It will be at Allsports Grand 

Prix in Dulles Va. It is indoors so the weather is not a problem and it is always a lot of fun. There is a 

flyer for the event later in this issue.  

We all are looking forward to Spring and our first autocross of the year!  

First Z06 delivered at Sport Chevrolet 

mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New Members       Sponsor 

 

Mike & Sarah Garcia  Wash. DC  90 Green C  Web  

Ray & Kelly Day   Columbia Md.  81 Burg. C  Web.   

 

 

Members if you are not receiving your club e-mail with reminders and news information please contact 

me ASAP.  

      

Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-253-6074 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 

 

 

New 2015 NCCC Gov. Jay Srivatsan in Silver Spring, Md. 719-251-9403 jaysrivatsan@gmail.com 

 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts website.www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA events coming up. Don’t miss out on all the fun. 

 

*Feb. Sun. 15 11am CCA Valentine Brunch.  Snow date Feb. 22nd 

** Feb. Sat 21 11am Allsport Grand Prix Karting event. 

 

*RSVP by Feb. 13th Jean Wade 301-253-6074 or vettehon@aol.com 

Brunch at The Elkridge Furnance Inn 

       5745 Furnace Av. Elkridge Md.  

    See flyer in this newsletter 

 

** Kart racing Allsport, Dulles, Va. 45915 Maries Rd. # 170 

            RSVP Pat Roney Proney42@verizon.net 

       Flyer in this newsletter 
 

Jean Wade 2000 Red Coupe  

 

 

mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
mailto:Proney42@verizon.net
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

I want to start off this month with a request from CCA member Phil Canal.  He is looking for secure stor-

age space for his antique Lincoln in the Olney, Maryland area.  If you can help him out or have a sugges-

tion, please contact him. Also see page 32 in this newsletter for more information. 

Planning continues for the First (Annual?) CCA International Cruise to Ontario, the Niagara Area, and 

the Canadian Tire Motorsport Park for the Mobil 1 Sportscar Grand Prix.  That is a mouthful but it can 

be shortened to “The CCA is going to Canada in July!”  Right now we have eleven Corvettes and twenty 

members that will be enjoying a week long cruise from July 6th through July 12th. I’ve mentioned several 

times that if you want to go with us you need to contact me immediately. Even though July seems like a 

long way away we have already been working on this trip for three months. Housing in the area is the 

key issue because of the crowds that will be coming to the Mosport track. Thanks to the efforts of sev-

eral people we still can take a few more CCA members on this IIC (Inaugural International 

Cruise). If you have delayed because you cannot spend a whole week on this event you might consider 

meeting up with us at the track and skipping the pre and post race cruise. You can make this trip in as 

little as three days if you are short of time. It would require a long drive on a Saturday and another one 

on Monday but you could attend the race with only one day of vacation. The trip would be more enjoy-

able if you could add an extra day of course. My message here is that even if you cannot take an entire 

week to join us for the whole cruise you can still attend the race which I can promise will be almost as 

memorable as going to Le Mans. You will be able to stay at a very nice Comfort Inn close to the track. 

The hotel is annually taken over by race fans. For this event we have a chance of filling the hotel with 

fans from just the Corvette Corral. IMSA Tudor races are famous for allowing fan access to the race 

teams but the friendly Canadians that we will be with take this even a step further. You would expect 

nothing less from a track that has Ron Fellows as a major partner. Even if you take a shortened version 

of this trip you will have the same sort of detailed directions that those who went on the 2014 NCM 

Caravan received and you will 

benefit from having very inexpen-

sive housing at a very friendly 

hotel. So do not let not having a 

whole week ruin your chance to 

enjoy a bucket list experience at 

the most Corvette friendly track 

in North America. We are rapidly 

running out of time though. Con-

tact me right away if you want 

to join us - even if you cannot 

take a whole week for the trip. 
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This is for those members who could not join 

us at the Annual Awards Dinner. Later in this 

issue you will find photos of the event but I 

want to take advantage of my “Rambling Plat-

form” to make a few comments on the Dick 

Thompson Award. Most of you know, but we 

need to make sure that everyone knows, that 

the CCA along with the enthusiastic and fabu-

lous support of Dick and Eve Thompson set up 

the Dick Thompson Award in late 2013. It is 

the brain child of members Tom and Nita Arm-

strong. The award is based on NCCC points 

from competition events other than car shows.  

It is intended to encourage competition within 

the CCA and with other clubs but you must be 

a CCA member to win the award. It is a per-

petual award that will be given annually. The 

first winner, Stephen Catlin our Competition 

Director, was honored this year as the inaugu-

ral recipient of the award. At the left is the 

plaque that Steve received as well as the per-

petual trophy which will be on display at Sport 

Chevrolet in a display case that Sport has pro-

vided for us.   

The silver bowl was won by Dick Thompson 

in July of 1957 as the over all winner of a se-

ries of eleven races that were held at Marlboro 

Raceway. This was the very first national event 

hosted by the Washington Region of the SCCA. The event was covered by Sports Illustrated and we 

have a copy of the original article on the race. The Thompsons not only provided us with the center 

piece of our award display but they also insisted on having the bowl freshly re-plated for us. The next 

time you are at Sport head over to the Corvette showroom and check out this impressive award. The 

bowl was won by Dick almost exactly a year after the club was formed and as a result I am certain that 

this is the oldest artifact that the club possesses.  

As you all know, Dick Thompson passed away in September. From the earliest times that we were in 

discussions with him about the award he wanted to be able to present it to the initial winner. Follow-

ing Dick’s passing, Eve wanted to be able to make the presentation. We had plans and reservations all 

made to have her as a surprise guest at the Awards Dinner but at the last moment some health issues 

prevented her from making the trip. She sent along the following comments which were read when 
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the award was presented to Steve: 

 History is repeating itself! Dick and his colleagues started an organization of interested 

 “sporty car” owners, drivers, and friends, etc. Everyone who wanted to Go Fast! The group 

 named themselves the Lavender Hill Mob, and Dick like you, was the very busy Competition 

 Director. The “Mob” established Marlboro as “their” racetrack, and again, like you, encour-

 aged drivers from everywhere to compete at their events. Dick won your Pot Hunter trophy as 

 the high point winner. He commented last year how pleased he was that the trophy was having 

 a new life. Like you, Dick won a lot because he drove at other tracks, and along the way made 

 many friends. He was very pleased to be a member of the CCA.   

 All the best, 

 eve 

Be sure to check out this very special award the next time you are at Sport. And be sure to congratu-

late Steve if you have not already. He has some great plans for this year. We are going to have a com-

bined autocross event with the Lancaster County Corvette Club that will be both a competition event 

and a social event for the two clubs. We will need a lot of support to make this a successful.  So, even 

if you don’t want to run your vette around cones be on the lookout for information on the event and 

plan on showing up to support your club. It is going to be a fun weekend! 

Much sooner will be our Valentines Brunch. Be sure to check out the flyer in this issue and contact 

Jean with your RSVP. The location this time is a great one! So sign up and show up! Here's some in-

teresting background on the site of the brunch:  

The complex itself comprises approximately 16 acres in the eastern corner of Howard County. It is graced by beautiful 

Linden, Holly, and Magnolia trees. The dramatic height of the main structure offers vistas of the Patapsco River from the 

second and third floors. A feeling of peacefulness exudes from the spacious patio and tent as well as the river overlook. 

The entrance to the main house features fine transitional Federal/Greek Revival detailing and consists of double leaf doors 

with five panes each flanked by narrow sidelights within a broad architrave. 

Circa 1800 the Inn was purchased by James and Andrew Ellicott, Jr. The Ellicotts modernized the iron smelting furnace 

and constructed an elegant home for their family, attached to the existing tavern. The Inn complex as it stands today is 

comprised of the owner’s house, company store, and tavern. 

The internal architecture also provides a glimpse of Maryland history. The woodwork, mantelpieces, and stairway show-

case the craftsmanship of the 18th and 19th centuries. The stairway is graced with tiger maple spindles and walnut cap 

rails. The floors are the originals and are constructed with longleaf pine, a very slow growing pine which gives the char-

acter of hardwood. Dogwood motifs in the moldings can be viewed throughout the house and reflect a popular post colo-

nial style seen also in the U.S. Capital. The interior rooms have been lovingly restored from colonial days, each by an in-

dividual designer, thereby giving The Elkridge Furnace Inn both a uniqueness and richness to the main structure. 

Today, The Elkridge Furnace Inn houses an elegant restaurant, as well as a gourmet catering company specializing in 

weddings, corporate events, and celebrations. 
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I want to end my Rambling this month with a special reminder to check out the flyer later in this issue 

for our annual karting event at Allsports which is going to be held on February 21st. This is always a 

lot of fun so be sure to contact Pat Roney and let him know that you will be joining us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Thorn 

Corvette Courier Editor 

jthorn44@msn.com 

 

mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

Welcome to February. The 2015 competition season is inching closer every day. So please start check-

ing the NCCC and CCA calendars, get your cars ready and plan on competing for the Dick Thompson 

Award in 2015! Our autocross season opens the weekend of April 11-12 at Lincoln College. Several 

track day events are also fast approaching. For those of you who can’t wait I have a couple sugges-

tions. 

First, the CCA is having its annual go-karting event at All Sport on February 21st. Please contact Pat 

Roney at proney42@verizon.net to signup for the event. The official flyer and additional details are in 

this newsletter. It should be another great event and a good primer for the racing season! 

Second, for those who enjoy online “sim” racing, its hard to beat www.iRacing.com. Several club 

members including myself and Tom Armstrong have subscriptions and run online, including with a 

small Corner Cravers league that races on weekends. The more the merrier! All you need is a decent 

computer, a good steering wheel/pedal combo such as the Logitech G25 or G27, and a few minor ac-

cessories. Besides the fun of racing head to head with other online racers, or playing solo for time 

trials or practice, it’s a great learning tool for track day enthusiasts. Log as many laps as you like with 

no gas expense, no repair expense, and no car maintenance. The sim has very realistic laser modeling 

of many North America race tracks, including Summit Point, VIR, Watkins Glen, Road Atlanta, Se-

bring, Laguna Seca, Charlotte, Daytona, Mosport, just to name a few, complete with landscape and 

buildings to learn visual track cues and line. There are also numerous cars from Miatas to C6R Cor-

vettes and Ruf Porsche 911s to open wheel Indy cars and even NASCAR to chose from. It’s a great 

way to learn a new track before you attend a track day if you are contemplating running any new 

tracks this year. It is also a good refresher for tracks you haven’t been to lately. if you have questions 

feel free to contact me or Tom. 

The annual Karting event is coming up sooner than you think –by Pat Roney 

 

Please keep Saturday, February 21st on your calendar for our annual Karting event,  This has become a 

very large event within our club and fun for all.  Lap times from qualification laps will be used to 

group all drivers.  This will assure that you are racing with people of your same skill level, or you may 

choose to be in a non race group where you just enjoy a session or two on the track.  Either way, 

mailto:at_proney42@verizon.net
http://www.iRacing.com
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please come out and join us for this very fun event.  If you are interested please contact me at 

proney42@verizon.net so that I can put you on the list.  All safety equipment is provided for you by 

the track. 

 

Remember the fun from last year! 

 

Our Arrive and Drive Gentle group went very well with all participants coming off track with big 

smiles on their faces. 

mailto:proney42@verizon.net
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CCA Tracking Group has several “Down Time” Projects keeping us busy. 
 

CCA Competition guys still busy during winter months.  Bob C. has a new Corvette C5 Z06 fully set 

up race car this year and we are working on getting it ready for the season.  Below is Bob wrapping 

up the installation of the new racing SKF wheel bearing/hubs and braided steel brake lines. 
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         Bob C., Dan W. and Gary N. discussing the install with Gary’s race car in the background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich T and our buddy Naris N. (famed surgeon) ready to fix Tom A.’s busted knuckles.  Good thing 

we had some workers like Tom to help get this job done.  John D. was also on hand to help and I was 

the runner to pick up the pizza. 

 

We wrapped things up around 7:30 and the few remaining of us got to hear Bob fire up his beast.  

Awesome! 

Until next month... 

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director 

catlin3@verizon.net 

703-220-1136 

mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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NCCC Governor — Jay Srivatsan  

NCCC Report 

Rocky Mountain High! 

 

Since performance driving is limited in the winter, it’s a 

good time to do some fact-finding and get answers to ques-

tions that have been tossed around.  One question that came 

up since I began position as Governor involved insurance 

coverage at autocross events and specifically non-NCCC par-

ticipants.  These would include our friends with Miatas, Su-

barus, etc.  Who is covered?  What if this happens?  What if 

that happens?  What if the car does this?  What if a spectator 

spontaneously combusts from all the excitement? 

 

OK, for all you fans of the movie Spinal Tap, spontaneous human combustion has been known to occur.  

I very recently was directed to a link that answers many of these questions, and encourage all event par-

ticipants to look at it: http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Insurance/insurance_lin_faq-01-01-2015.pdf 

The coverage offered to NCCC members (membership has its benefits) is broken down into 5 categories, 

including  General Liability, Umbrella, Crime, Director and Officer (D&O), & Participant Accident 

[Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D)].  The specific amounts of coverage are included in the 

link. 

I was previously informed that NCCC sanctioned events covers the event and all participants.  That may 

have been in the past, but according to FAQ #10 and #12, this is not currently the case.  Insurance cov-

erage applies to NCCC members ONLY. 

 

One of my goals as new governor will be to attempt to streamline the NCCC membership process and 

maintenance.  It is currently a multi-step process involving multiple people and very labor intensive.  

Much of it is still on paper!  This issue would require approval and implementation at the national level. 

 

On the local CCA club level, we have proposed setting up an auto-renewal payment system so that mem-

bership renewals go more smoothly and on-time.  This would be a significant goal for the year. 

 

I was recently sent some information from Bloomington Gold that may be of interest to some members: 

 
I encourage all of our members to participate in club activities and get out there and have some fun! 

Jay Srivatsan 

Register 5 or MORE members of a Corvette Club for: 

 An exclusive parking area (Clubs Only) 

 Convenient access to the center of the show 

 Reserved area for your club members to park together 

 Check out the Air Conditioned UP Suites available for  your club with catering options and a view of the track   

JOIN THE FUN!   

Awards are presented for: 

 The Club with the MOST members present and 

  The Club that travels the FARTHEST distance   

 

http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Insurance/insurance_lin_faq-01-01-2015.pdf
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.motorsportreg.com/events/ncm-hpde-motorsport-park-motorsports-198756#.VNbY4_nF98F
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CCA Valentine Brunch 
  The Elkridge Furnace Inn 

5745 Furnace Ave. 

Elkridge Md. 21075 

 
 
Sunday Feb 15th 11am 

Snow Date Feb 22nd 

Cost including tax and Tip $42 ea. 

 

We have a private room upstairs Carroll/Patapsco rooms. 

Everyone pays individually either credit, or cash. 

 

RSVP by Feb. 12th to Jean Wade 

vettehon@aol.com or 301-938-2077. 

 

The Elkridge Furnace Inn is a Historic Mansion dating back to 1744. Located in 

Howard County. Nestled on the Patapsco River. The Inn is part of the Civil War Trail. 

Please check their web site for more info. Google for directions.  

www.elkridgefurnaceinn.com 

 

Looking to see you there, Jean Wade 

mailto:vettehon@aol.com
http://www.elkridgefurnaceinn.com
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The Elkridge Furnace Inn 
 

Private Brunch Buffet for CCA 

Menu 
 
Fresh Fruit Display 
Fresh Seasonal  

 
Pastries, Muffins & Scones,  

 
Bagel Slices with Gravlax & Cream Cheese 
Gravlox house-cured, served on half a butter bagel w/dill-lemon 
cream cheese, shopped red onion & hard-boiled egg with cucumber 
salad 

 
French Toast Casserole Warm Maple Syrup,  

 
Scrambled Eggs  

 
Cheesy Grits with Shrimp & Creole Sauce  

 
Potatoes Dauphinoise, Gruyere 
Scalloped potatoes with Gruyere cheese  

 
Bacon, Pork Sausage, Turkey Sausage 

 
Assorted Soft Beverages, Iced Tea & Coffee 

 
Cash Bar -  
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THE CORVETTE CLUB OF AMERICA INVITES YOU TO THE 6th ANNUAL 

WINTER KARTING EVENT TO GET READY FOR RACING SEASON 

2/21/2014 11am at Allsports Grand Prix, Dulles, Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Corvette Club of America would like to invite all race enthusiasts to a Karting 

event at Allsports Grand Prix in Dulles, Virginia on Saturday, February 21th starting at 

noon. This is an event we started several years ago and is being brought back again this 

year by popular demand.  Spouses and young adults with a valid driver's license are 

welcome to participate in this event.  We are planning on having both Micro Grand Prix 

and Arrive and Drive sessions.  There are a limited amount of spots available so please 

sign up as soon as possible.  

 

Please respond to proney42@verizon.net to let me know if you are interested and which 

event you are interested in from the following list:  

 

ARRIVE AND DRIVE – 8 minute session on the track. $26.50 for 1st session and 

$20.00 for any additional races.  

 

MINI GRAND PRIX – 10 lap qualifier and a 25 lap race for $55. 

  

Allsports Grand Prix 

45915 Maries Road #170 

Dulles, Virginia 20166 

Ph. 570-434-9566 
info@allsportsgp.com 
 

Thanks for your interest,  

 

Pat Roney 

Proney42@verizon.net 

mailto:info@allsportsgp.com
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Editors note:  This month we continue coverage of historical Corvette racers with a story on the 1962 

Gulf One Corvette and the 1963 Gulf One Z06 Sting Ray. Of course this ties in with the CCA Dick 

Thompson Award which was presented to Stephen Catlin last month at our Annual Winter Awards 

Dinner. Thanks to Van Vander Haar for locating this article. 

 

Gulf Oil ’62 Corvette Racer “The Most Successful C1 Racer?” 
 

Million Dollar Classic Corvette Racers – Intro to Part One and Two. 

 

Race cars, for all their glory, often times are quickly forgotten as a result of faster, more modern, more 

outrageous race cars. Corvettes are just the same. By the end of the first generation of live-axle Cor-

vettes, Chevrolet’s fiberglass sports car had become a solid competitor in sports car racing. When the 

C2 ‘63 Z06 Corvette Sting Ray racers were unleashed, there was a mad dash to the new independent 

suspension car. The Fuelie Sting Rays yielded to the big-block Vettes, and the adventure just rolled 

on. 

 

62 and 63 Gulf One Racing Glory 

 

But in the process, two of the winningest Corvette racers faded into racing history – the ‘62 Gulf One 

Corvette and the ‘63 Gulf One Z06 Sting Ray. Their racing glory came thundering back into the lime-

light in August ‘08 and January ‘09 when both cars were auctioned off for well over $1 Million dol-

lars at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance and the Mecum Muscle Cars & More auctions. Sure, 

there have been lots of cars to sell for much more than a million dollars at auction. But anytime a car 

goes for over the magical $1 Million mark, it’s an event. 

 

Where are the Old War Horses? 

 

When we look at race cars from the early ‘60s, they are amazingly stock. Racers bought new Cor-

vettes optioned out with all of the racer goodies Zora Arkus-Duntov offered, took their new cars back 

to their shops, and added racing safety gear, and some minor performance enhancements. After the 

teams finished the season, many were sold off as used up, old racers, or converted back to street Cor-

vettes and sold. Who knew that two used racers, would someday sell for over a million dollars. Many 

a race car owner from those early years wish they had held on to their old war horses. 

 

Gulf One Racers Part One and Part Two 

 

The Gulf Oil ‘62 and ‘63 Corvettes are arguably two of the winningest Corvette racers of all time. Part 

1 looks back at the Gulf One Grady Davis ‘62 Fuelie Corvette. In Part II we have a look back at the 

Davis ‘63 Z06 Sting Ray. In their day, these cars had first-class racing preparation. Today they have 

been beautifully restored. Driver Dick “The Flying Dentist” commented at the auction of the ‘63 car, 

“It sure looks a lot better than when I was racing.” 

Lets take a blast into Corvette racing past… 

 

Part One 

 

Illustrated Corvette Series No. 153 – Gulf Oil ’62 Corvette Racer “The Most Successful C1 Racer?” 
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Here’s the story… 

 

Successful Racer 

 

After years of watching limited-production high-performance Corvettes sell at auction for hundreds of 

thousands of dollars, we’re now seeing old Corvette race cars take off where the exotic street Vettes 

peaked. 

 

 
 

Last month, we talked about the Grady Davis ’63 Z06 racer that sold for $1,113,000. As amazing as 

that figure was, sellers were expecting more, in part because the Gulf Oil ’62 featured here had gone 

for $1,485,000 a few months earlier. 
 

 
 

While low-volume performance vehicles can be quite distinctive, there’s nothing like the one-of-a-
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kind status of a successful race car. 

 

85.7 Percent Win Rate 

 

While the Gulf Oil ’62 doesn’t have the high profile of many other racing Vettes, it is arguably the 

most successful single Corvette race car ever. In 1962, the car competed in the SCCA’s A/Production 

class with Dr. Dick Thompson behind the wheel and won 12 out of 14 races-an 85.7 percent win rate. 

We’re not slighting the success of the C5-R or C6.R Corvettes. Corvette Racing’s best season was ac-

tually 2004, with a 100 percent win rate, but those victories were achieved by a two-car team, with 

each car winning five races. 

 

Prepped by Don Yenko’s Team 

 

It’s amazing how close this car is to a street Corvette. When Gulf Oil executive Grady Davis ordered 

it, he specified four options that formed the foundation for a competitive racer. RPO 582 got him the 

327/360hp fuelie engine, while RPO 685 added a Borg-Warner T-10 four-speed transmission. RPO 

687 added the heavy-duty (racing) brakes and special steering, and RPO 675 brought a Positraction 

rear. 

 

The total cost for a car such as this was around $5,300-a lot of money in ’62. After the car was assem-

bled in St. Louis, it was driven to Yenko Chevrolet for race prep. It was quite common back then for 

cars such as this to be picked up at the factory and then driven to an owner’s shop. Don Yenko’s team 

was experienced in turning Corvettes into race cars, so the car was well prepared. Almost all of the 

prep work was bolted on and easily removable, as we’ll see later. 

 

Off to the Races 

 

Davis’ Corvette got the standard prep treatment. The front and rear bumpers were removed, and vents 

and a deflector were added to the hood. A 37-gallon fuel tank was added, and the rear glass was modi-

fied to accommodate a quick-fill gas cap. Plexiglas replaced the side windows, and an aluminum rac-

ing seat was installed in place of the stock bucket. A full complement of Stewart-Warner gauges were 

added, along with a Motorola two-way radio. A roll bar was installed, and the interior carpeting was 

replaced with rubber mats. 

 

Chromed-steel lift bars were added to the front and rear to assist in pit stops. The engine was essen-

tially stock, with the factory cast-iron exhaust manifolds connected to 2-1/4-in exhaust pipes that ex-

ited just ahead of the rear wheels. Koni shocks were used, and Goodyear Blue Streak 7.00-15 tires 

were mounted on the stock steel wheels. FIA-required marker lights were added to the roof and pas-

senger side, and the stock Ermine White body was treated to a blue racing stripe that ran over the cen-

ter of the car, from front to back. The side coves were painted with the same blue paint. From there, it 

was off to the races. 

 

Winning Record 

 

At its first race, at Daytona in January, the Gulf Oil Corvette came in Second. The next month, the car 

took First Place at the Daytona Continental. In March, the team took another First Place win at Se-
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bring. 

 

At the Washington Marlboro Governor’s race, the car did not finish. Then, from the Virginia Interna-

tional President’s Cup race in April to the final race of the season at the Watkins Glen Grand Prix, the 

Gulf Oil ’62 fuelie won every time to take the A/Production Championship. 

 

Restored to its Former Glory 

 

With the arrival of the much-improved C2 Corvette, Davis sold his champion ’62 fuelie to Tony Den-

man in favor of a new Z06. But the ’62 was still potent enough to take the pole position at Daytona in 

January of 1963. Denman raced the car a few times, then converted it back to a street car and sold it as 

a big-brake ’62 fuelie. For the next 16 years, the car’s owners didn’t have a clue that they were driving 

a former A/Production champion. 

 

That is, until Reverend Mike Ernst bought the Vette off of a used-car lot for $3,500 in 1979. Ernst no-

ticed a few unusual things about the car, researched its past, and discovered what he’d purchased. For-

tunately for Ernst, Tony Denman had saved most of the race-car parts, and he was willing to sell them 

so Ernst could restore the car to its former glory. 

 

Sold for $1,485,000 

 

Since then, the car has had several owners and a few restorations. In August 2008, at the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance, the Gulf Oil ’62 Corvette sold for $1,485,000. It’s worth noting that Davis actu-

ally purchased two identical Corvettes in 1962 and raced both. The second car was not as successful, 

but, like its more famous sibling, it was ultimately converted back to a street Vette. So where is that 

car today? No one knows. – KST 

 

Million Dollar Classic Corvette Racers – Intro to Part Two. 

 

Corvette 1963 Gulf One Z06 Racer 

ICS 152 by K. Scott Teeters 

 

By the end of the first generation of live-axle Corvettes, Chevrolet’s fiberglass sports car had become 

a solid competitor in sports car racing. Race cars, for all their glory, often times are quickly forgotten 

as a result of faster, more modern, more outrageous race cars. Corvettes are just the same. When the 

C2 ‘63 Z06 Corvette Sting Ray racers were unleashed, there was a mad dash to the new independent 

suspension car. The Fuelie Sting Rays yielded to the big-block Vettes, and the adventure just rolled 

on. 

 

62 and 63 Gulf One Racers 

 

Two of the winningest Corvette racers faded into racing history in the process – the ‘62 Gulf One Cor-

vette and the ‘63 Gulf One Z06 Sting Ray. 

 

In August ‘08 and January ‘09 when both cars were auctioned off for well over $1 Million dollars at 

the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance and the Mecum Muscle Cars & More auctions, their racing 
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glory came thundering back into the limelight. Sure, there have been lots of cars to sell for much more 

than a million dollars at auction. Anytime a car goes for over the magical $1 Million mark, it’s an 

event. 

 

Where did the Old War Horses go? 

 

When we look at race cars from the early ‘60s, they are amazingly stock. Racers bought new Cor-

vettes optioned out with all of the racer goodies Zora Arkus-Duntov offered, took their new cars back 

to their shops, and added racing safety gear, and some minor performance enhancements. After the 

teams finished the season, many were sold off as used up, old racers, or converted back to street Cor-

vettes and sold. Who knew that two used racers, would someday sell for over a million dollars. Many 

a race car owner from those early years wish they had held on to their old war horses. 

 

Gulf One Racers Part Two 

 

The Gulf Oil ‘62 and ‘63 Corvettes are arguably two of the winningest Corvette racers of all time. In 

Part 1 we looked back at the Gulf One Grady Davis ‘62 Fuelie Corvette. In Part II we have a look 

back at the Davis ‘63 Z06 Sting Ray. In their day, these cars had first-class racing preparation. Today 

they have been beautifully restored. Driver Dick “The Flying Dentist” commented at the auction of 

the ‘63 car, “It sure looks a lot better than when I was racing.” 

 

Lets take a blast into Corvette racing past… 

 

Part Two 

 

Here’s the story: 

Illustrated Corvette Series No. 152 1963 Gulf One Z06 Corvette - 

“‘The $1.113 Million Sting Ray” 

 

It’s an Exciting Thing 

 

If you’re ever in the mood for some cheap fun, go to an automotive auction. The auctioneer’s sing-

song delivery is designed to get the audience excited, and it works. At these events, it’s not the cars 

that get revved up; it’s the crowd. In January 2009, attendees of the Mecum Muscle Cars & More 

Auction got to witness the historic ‘63 “Gulf One” racing Z06 Corvette sell for $1.113 million. While 

that’s not the highest price ever paid for a Corvette at auction, it was more than enough to drive the 

audience wild. After all, any time a 46-year-old car that cost approximately $5,975 new sells for over 

a million dollars, it’s an exciting thing. (You can watch an 8-minute video of the auction on You-

Tube). 

 

In addition to the sale, there were three surprises that came out of the auction itself. 

 

The first came in the form of the man who probably spent more time behind the wheel of the car than 

any other driver, 88-year-old Dr. Dick “The Flying Dentist” Thompson. Thompson is a man of few 

words, and when asked about his time with Gulf One, he simply said, “I enjoyed driving this car very 

much. It sure looks a lot better now than when I was racing. A little work’s been done on it. I had 
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hoped to drive this car at Le Mans, but it didn’t work out that way. It would have done real well, I 

think. It was a great car to drive.” 

Pardon us, Dr. Thompson, but did you say, “Le Mans”? That was the second big surprise. Z06 author-

ity Eric Gill presented a newly discovered internal Chevrolet document indicating that the Gulf One 

Z06 was slated to be raced at the French event in 1963. In the end GM decided to enforce its ban on 

racing, killing the trip. 

 

ICS II 152 63 Gulf One Racer 

 

The last surprise was the car’s selling price. While the reserve was met, the owners were hoping for 

much more. After all, in August 2008 the Gulf One No. 2 ’62 racer sold at auction for a whopping 

$1.485 million. Still, the ‘63 Gulf One car was the first ’63 Z06 to sell for over $1 million. And con-

sidering that the seller bought the car in August ‘04 for $467,000, I’d say he made out okay. 

 

‘63 Z06 option was a “racer kit” 

 

Let’s have a look at what made this car so special. The ‘63 Z06 option was a “racer kit” and was never 

intended to be used on the street. But like the L88 kits from 1967 to 1969, I’m sure a few of these cars 

were used mainly as street drivers. Of the 199 Z06s built in 1963, only 124 had the radio/defroster de-

lete option, and only 63 had the oversized 36-gallon fuel tank. Then there was the issue of price. The 

base price of a ‘63 coupe was $4,257. The Z06 option added $1,818, bringing the total to $6, 075. By 

comparison a ’63 SS Impala could be purchased for around $3,200. Later in 1963, it was discovered 

that the Z06’s new cast-aluminum knockoff wheels were having problems holding tire pressure. They 

were removed from the package, lowering the option’s price to $1,293. 

 

Corvette chief engineer Zora Arkus-Duntov designed the Z06 package to take advantage of the Sting 

Ray’s new chassis and four-wheel independent suspension. The option provided a platform upon 

which a racer could, with good preparation, have a competitive Corvette race car. It included the 

360hp L84 “Fuelie” 327 engine, an M-20 four-speed transmission, higher-rate front and rear springs, 

heavy-duty shocks and stabilizer bars, a 36-gallon fuel tank, and finned aluminum knock-off wheels. 

Most elaborate was the braking system, which included finned aluminum drums, internal cooling fans, 

vented back plates, cerametallic linings, and a dual-circuit master cylinder. 

 

The new Sting Ray with its racer kit was supposed to keep the Corvette in the winner’s circle the way 

it had been for the three previous years. But there was a problem in the form of the Shelby Cobras. In 

retrospect, the two cars should never have been in the same class, given the Cobra’s 1,000-pound 

weight advantage. 

 

Despite creditable performances in SCCA A/Production racing by the Grady Davis–campaigned Gulf 

One Corvette and others, the Cobras stole the Sting Rays’ thunder. But Duntov knew how to take care 

of his best racers. Of the 14 Z06 cars assigned by Duntov to be loaned to select teams, Davis received 

two. 

 

Thompson went on to score wins 

 

The Gulf One car illustrated here saw more track action than any of the other “assigned” Z06s. The 
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car’s first outing was at the 1963 Puerto Rico Grand Prix, where Thompson drove it to its first class 

win. In January 1963 it won at the Refrigerator Bowl in Marlboro, Maryland. The car was then pre-

pared for FIA rules, to race at the Daytona Continental and Sebring. Thompson drove it to Third over-

all and First in GT3 at Daytona, but the transmission broke at the Sebring race in March. Thompson 

went on to score wins at the SCCA’s President’s Cup race in Marlboro; in the A/Production class at 

Danville, Virginia; and at Road America in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. 

 

Like most race cars, the Gulf One ’63 was bought and sold many times. Interest in the ‘63 Z06s was 

pretty much gone until the moniker came back in 2001. Today, the Gulf One ‘63 takes its place in the 

survivors’ club of Corvette-racing history. – KST 

 

Mecum Auctions calls "Gulf One" the most desirable 1963 Corvette Z06 of them all! Delivered from 

Yenko Chevrolet to Gulf Oil's Grady Davis in October 1962, this Corvette Z06 was race prepared and 

rushed down to the Puerto Rico Grand Prix where it scored its first class win. With the "Flying Den-

tist" Dr. Dick Thompson at the wheel, the Gulf Oil sponsored Z06 became the most successful factory

-backed production racing Corvette of the C2 era. 

 

From: http://www.sportscardigest.com/le-mans-corvette-1960-car-profile/  
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Annual Awards Dinner  

January 24th 2015 
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2009 Calloway Corvette 
24,000 Miles 

$49,990. 
 

CALLAWAY CHROME SUPERCHARGER 580hp Corvette C6. Metallic Cyber gray with con-

trasting buff aluminum-tone hood and wheels. What a flying dragon - photo finish with a ZR1 or 

anything in this Exotic Class! Runs great, a real head turner on any street. 2nd roof tinted OEM (see 

last pix) available; set of Nitto racing tires (used once) mounted on OEM wheels available. Up-

graded interior red leather matches C6 logo. Front grille (OEM) interior-installed. All Callaway up-

grades: listed on original sticker, e.g., incredible SHORT THROW stick, CALLAWAY WHEELS 

w/ Michelins (5k mi. - in excellent cond.), and the full fabulous engine, brakes and Callaway ameni-

ties! The Callaway upgrade in 2009 added $20k+ to new-car price. Only 'Vette on the street this fast 

at this price. Accident-free, always garaged, babied. This is a Jewel!  

Email Vince at: maestrovincent@yahoo.com 

mailto:maestrovincent@yahoo.com
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Wanted 

CCA Member Phil Canal is looking for secure storage space in the Olney, 

Maryland area for his antique Lincoln show car.  If you can help him out or 

have a suggestion, please contact him at 301-774-8069. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2015    Page 33 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first 

club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the club char-

ter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a subsequent 

meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of America since 

it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of 

America took the first steps toward forming a na-

tional organization by laying the ground work for 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group 

which now includes 275 clubs with more than 

17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the largest 

non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in 

the United States. The Corvette Club of America is 

a proud member of the East Region of the NCCC. 

As one of the founding clubs of the National 

Council of Corvette Clubs, the CCA is honored to 

have been assigned club number 1 in the organiza-

tion. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Vice President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Secretary  Paul Vale (301)570-9348 

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Jay Srivatsan (719)251-9403 

Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
mailto:paul.vale@gmail.com
mailto:nita_s_armstrong@yahoo.com
mailto:jaysrivatsan@gmail.com
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:tpopkin@mac.com
mailto:the_eagle_man@verizon.net
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 
 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

   February 10
th

 

Shop Night Location: 
 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

     February 24
th

 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

es
t 

Since 1976, Radial Tire Company has provided the Washington D.C. area with quality tires and 

the finest service. We have earned a reputation as the premier specialist in hard-to-find per-

formance tire and wheel applications. We stock tires from all of the top manufacturers for 

whatever you drive, from small economy cars to SUVs and trucks. Our mission is to assist you 

in getting the most out of your tires and car.  

 

        9101 Brookville Rd 

        Silver Spring, MD  20910 

        301-585-2740 

        http://www.radialtirecompany.com 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

