
November 2014 

 

The World’s First Corvette Club 
The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi 

As we approach Veterans Day I would like to thank all the veterans who have given us the freedom we en-

joy everyday. I salute and honor the past present and future men and woman for their sacrifice, courage, 

and dedication to this great country. God bless them all. 

I would also like to wish everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving. Thank you all for being a part of the 

Corvette Club Of America. There are so many members that make it fun, exciting, and adventurous. Don't 

forget to eat as much good food as possible and enjoy all the great desserts. I will! 

We have a cruise-in at Mike's Crab House coming up on the 16 of November. I hope you all can come and 

enjoy fun food and drink. 

The October autocross was a great success thanks again to Steve and all the members who helped make it 

happen. The course was excellent and getting better with each race. I think Steve has a great talent for this 

and he also drives with great skill. Of course he does drive a Z06, what else can you say I am a little partial 

to that model.   
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It’s all about cars and people 
sharing their passions. 
 
Jim Parisi 
CCA President 
 
jp71234@gmail.com 
(410) 292-8722 

We are looking for volunteers for the upcoming Hospice Caring camp in June. Just think about some 

boy or girl who lost a loved one and needs your support for a weekend to help them enjoy life and deal 

with the harsh realities of losing a loved one. I felt a special place in my heart for these young children 

who need us. The CCA supports and gives the community a helping hand. That’s what makes the club 

a good place to be. 

As we approach the holiday season and look forward to the next year with many trips and races to at-

tend I hope to share all the good times with everyone.  

mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New Members       Sponsor 

Herlen & Margaret Bless Owings Mills, Md 2014 Conv  Web 

Andy Hus   Columbia, Md  2001 white coupe Web 

Matt Quattrociocchi  Weston, Ma  2006 coupe  Paul Q. 

Andrew Thorn  Chevy Chase, Md 2007 blk Z06  Jon Thorn 

Chris & Angela Von Stein Silver Spring, Md 1993 blue coupe Keith Clemmer 

 

2015 Membership renewals are due now and the renewal period ends Nov. 28th. 

Renew on the web at: http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/?page_id=395 

 

Basic Membership renewal includes CCA and NCCC    $55.00 

 Spouse already a NCCC member        $65.00 

*Want to include your spouse on NCCC       $65.00 

Vetteless and just want to stay a CCA member      $30.00 

Vetteless and have a new Corvettes on order basic membership   $55.00 

NCCC lifetime member CCA only       $30.00 

* NCCC Adding a spouse that has not been recorded don’t forget to include their name in the renewal. 

      

New members: 2015 hole punch on their membership cards No charge. 

 

Looking to have newly styled membership cards for 2015. New members will receive one also. I will 

have cards available at meetings and events. 

 

It would be so helpful and quick if you e -mail me any changes, in address, phone, e -mail or car for my 

database. vettehon@aol.com 

 

Jean Wade, Membership - Questions 301-253-6074 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 

 

NCCC Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts website.www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA events coming up don’t miss out on all the fun. 

 

Nov. 16th Noon Mike’s Crab House, Riva, Md.  RSVP to Jim Parisi, jp71234@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

Jean Wade 2000 Red Coupe  

http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/?page_id=395
mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

 

 

It is really hard for me to believe that it is November already. This year seemed to really fly by in a hurry. 

The leaves are coming off the trees like mad and the next thing you know I’ll be swapping out the rake for 

a shovel to move snow. 

 

We still have one big popular event coming up in November and it is the cruise to Mike’s Crab House in 

Riva, MD on the 16th. I hope you can join us at noon for what has become an annual event.  Email Jim 

Parisi at jp71234@gmail.com to let him know that you will be there with us. I can promise a great after-

noon with a large bunch of CCA friends. You won’t find a better way to mark the end of Corvette Sum-

mer. 

 

My important announcement for this issue of the Courier is that we will be running a 30-day fund 

raising campaign to raise some money for Andy Pilgrim’s Traffic Safety Education Foundation. The 

fund raising effort will run until December 15th. The campaign itself will be similar to what the club did to 

raise money for the NCM Motorsports Park in 2012. Rather than tap into the limited funds the club has 

available for our traditional charity efforts, we are making a direct appeal to our members. Just like with 

the contribution we made to the NCM One Acre Club, there will be a substantial 2 for 1 match to 

help encourage participation. More details are available starting on page 17 in this issue of the Courier.  

Please take a look at the article and check out Andy’s foundation on the web. Then grab your checkbook 

and write out a check to the foundation for whatever you can spare this time of year. Mail the check to me 

so that it arrives by December 15th. You will be helping an excellent and very important cause and Andy 

will certainly appreciate the help from the CCA. If you have any questions about the work he is doing, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

I have mentioned this many times before, but it is worth another try. If you have not joined our private 

group on Facebook (Corvette Club of America), then you are missing out on a really popular and, I even 

dare say, informative communication network. Even if you don’t like Facebook, it is worth the effort to 

join this group. We also have a public Facebook page (Corvette Club of America, Inc) that is available to 

anyone. We have hundreds of people checking out the public page each week but our private group is 

much more suitable for internal communications. Check them both out and join. You won’t be sorry. 

 

I will close out this month’s Rambling with a long range item for you to consider and put on your 

calendar. I am going to organize the CCA’s first international cruise. The date will be in the vicinity 

of July 12, 2015 and this will probably turn out to be about a week long trip. We’ll be headed to Canada 

for the IMSA/Tudor United Sports Car Race at the Canadian Tire Motorsports Park (Mosport) in Ontario. 

While at Mosport we will be staying at a Comfort Inn that gets taken over by Corvette Fans (largely Cana-

dian), so we will be in great company. This will be my fourth trip to this race. My introduction to the 

group was in 2011 when the NCM selected Mosport for one of their Museum in Motion tours and I have 

enjoyed each trip back to this race since then. Starting on page 19 of this issue you will find an article 

about this proposed trip as well as a reprint of the article on my trip to Mosport this year. Take a look 

through the information and let me know if you have any questions on the plan. I will coordinate with 

those that are interested in going on the trip and together we will work out a route and schedule that eve-

ryone will enjoy. 

mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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 If you decide that you would like to consider going on the trip, there are two important things to take 

care of first. One is to insure that your passport will be valid through next August. The second item is 

that there is limited hotel space in the vicinity of the track and we will certainly want to stay together 

and with other Corvette fans so it will be important to reserve hotel rooms by the end January at the 

latest. I discuss the hotel situation in the article. We have rooms blocked now but we will need actual 

reservations to hold the rooms and to get additional rooms blocked. The reservations can be cancelled 

so there really is no risk. One of the early things we will do as a group is secure hotel rooms for the 

stay at the track. There will be no minimum or maximum number of people invited on this trip. I am 

going anyway. If the entire club were to sign up I’ll work on finding space for them all. We want a 

huge turnout this year at the Corvette Corral and we will have help from Ron Fellows and our Cana-

dian dealership sponsor, Wilson Niblett Motors Ltd, to make sure there is room in the corral. It would 

be great to have more Corvette fans from the U.S. there than Canadians! BUT, this will be a difficult 

or impossible group to join at the last minute. Please keep this in mind as you consider the trip. You 

will be able to drop out of the cruise without losing your room guarantee deposit but you might have a 

very difficult time being able to join the group if we run out of blocked rooms. Look over the informa-

tion here and reserve three or four days on your calendars on each side of July 12, 2015 if you can. I 

will be in touch again in December with a poll to see how many want to join this excellent adventure 

<g>. 

-Jon Thorn, Corvette Courier Editor 

You run into the nicest people at Mosport ! 
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

CCA held its fourth and final double autocross and school for the 2014 season at Lincoln College the 

weekend of October 18th and 19th. It was a great way to cap off a nice autocross season. 

October 18, 2014 CCA School, Lincoln College, Columbia, MD. 

The weather was great on Saturday with temps in the 60-70s and sunny. We had the good fortune to 

arrive and find the Lincoln College lot recently swept and with much of the construction equipment 

moved. As a result, we were able to create an open and free-flowing course allowing for more speed 

and “fun” that somewhat cramped recent events here. 

We had a strong class turnout with 9 or so students for this event, including a patriotic trifecta of Su-

baru drivers who showed up with near matching red, white and blue Subaru cars. Besides the class-

room instruction and Tech inspections inside Lincoln College’s shop facilities, we were able to pro-

vide our students with plenty of seat time. 

Attentive A.M. classroom students                    Look! I think the course goes this way! 
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Our patriotic Subaru students… more colors arrived on Sunday... 

I think our students really enjoyed themselves and, just as importantly, learned the basics of autocross 

and more about the capabilities of their automobiles with every run. In fact, several of our students 

attended the Sunday double autocross and turned in VERY respectable times, exhibiting much more 

composure and smoothness than expected for being so new to the sport. Pat and I like to think that it 

was due to our great instructing and guidance... 

Thanks to all of our students for attending and a big thanks to all of our volunteers and instructors. 

This event couldn’t take place without all of our club member support. 

Hopefully there will be bigger and better things to come for 2015, with a possible “surprise” new 

venue for one of our autocrosses. More details to follow as we approach next year’s season! 

We actually even had a few Corvette owners in attendance, including Bob Atwell 

(left), Drew Stephens (right) and Jay Srivatsan (not shown). 
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October 19, 2014 CCA Double Autocross, Lincoln College, Columbia, MD. 

Rick and Van thanklessly coordinating             Kelly Ryan out on the course. 

Event timing and scoring... 

With a much cleaner and more expansive lot than during our September event, we were able to pro-

vide the most free-flowing course yet at Lincoln College, with several sections where the throttle 

could be opened up and no fewer than three optional slalom sections! This provided a bit more of a 

challenge than usual during the walk through and subsequent runs. Besides figuring out how to stay 

on course your brain had to also assess which particular path (starting left or right through the sla-

lom cones) would improve lap times. Most were a give and take...a little gain (or loss) on entry fol-

lowed by a little loss (or gain) on exit. 

A black and a silver Subaru joined the red, white, and blue Subaru gang on Sunday. 
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It was interesting to overhear the numerous discussions throughout the events with participants giving 

their reasoning to other drivers as to why one particular way through the slaloms was better (in theory 

or from experimental testing) than the other. 

We had 27 total participants in the AM event and 22 in the PM event, with a near equal mix of Cor-

vettes and other makes/models, with no fewer than FIVE Subaru cars entered, all of a different color. I 

somehow imagine that the Subaru contingent will make an even larger presence at next year’s events. 

The course this time was the same for both events. By having the start and stop in close proximity to 

each other it made for efficient timing and scoring with a good view of each. However, it caused 

havoc with my Harry’s Lap Timer GPS-based auto start/stop. Regardless, the course was a blast to 

drive and we had lots of positive feedback on flow and “fun” quotient. 

Again it was a very close battle for overall FTD, with my Vette again only slightly edging out Jay and 

his mighty little Miata. So until next season, Vettes still reign supreme… Results from the double 

autocross are posted on the CCA website. Myself, Gary M. and Pat R. took first-third Corvette honors 

while Jay and Denise P. took the top 2 open class honors with Logan Wolfe in his Subaru coming in 
less than 0.1 seconds behind Denise for 3rd. One of our Saturday students, Lawrence Luu, was only a 

few 10ths behind that in his Subaru and made a VERY strong showing for someone notching only his 

2nd autocross. If Lawrence continues to improve I may have him instructing later next season! 

A big thank you goes out to all of the event participants and particularly to those CCA club members 

that volunteered at these events. A special thank you goes out to Rick Roe, Van Vander Haar, and Jon 

Thorn for always showing up and doing an awesome job with timing and scoring...all while leaving 

their Corvettes at home and not participating. A further special thanks goes out to Jon for also being 

our club photographer for several events this year. 

So this concludes our 2014 autocross season, with only a couple sparse track day events remaining on 

the calendar. So until next season I wish our CCA members a happy upcoming Thanksgiving, a happy 

holiday season, and a wonderful new year! In the meantime, CCA has many great social and charita-

ble events going on this fall and winter that I hope members, and myself, can attend… 

Here is an update from Pat Roney on a couple of additional events. 

  

Chin Motorsports at VIR 10/26 & 27/2014 
 

It seems that most of my track buddies are either busy in other areas or are in the process of changing 

track cars, so I headed to this event by myself.  A student that I have been working with for a year had 

requested me again so I hung out with him and a couple other orthopedic surgeons from his practice 

for this event. 

 

Our cars run much better in colder weather as evidenced in the photo below.  The weather was chilly, 

about mid 40’s with a dew point to match this morning and my car was a good 2 mph faster in the 

back straight.  I am not sure if you can read the heads up display, look for the black rectangle, but it is 

reading 152 mph. 
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Being out on track it is very common to find someone about your same speed and skill level and do-

ing a lead/follow where you take turns leading and following.  This is an easy way to see where you 

are faster or slower and working on your weaker parts of the track.  The blue C7 in the picture below 

is one of my student’s business partners and he and I have been spending a lot of time together on the 

track over the past year.  We have ridden with each other several times and this, along with the lead/

follow, is one of the main reasons that I am so high on the new C7 Corvette. 
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Tire Rack Street Survival 11/2/2014 

 
Northern Virginia Corvette Club (NVCC) and Tire Rack put on a teen driving school in Dulles, Vir-

ginia and it was a big success.  Tom A., myself and a bunch of NVCC instructors coached the new 

drivers on car control and how to survive on the roads.  This is a very good program that helps keep 

new drivers safe by educating them on safe driving techniques.  You can find more about this great 

program at the following link: 

 

http://streetsurvival.org/ 

 

Until  next month.. .  

Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director 

catlin3@verizon.net 

703-220-1136 

http://streetsurvival.org/
mailto:catlin3@verizon.net
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2014 HPDE & AUTOCROSS TRACK SCHEDULE  

*Pricing is my best guess.  TrackDaze offers $35 discounts for early sign up and an additional 10% 

discount if you sign up for 4 events at a time. 

 

Register early as these events fill up quickly, especially in the Novice groups. 

 

Please check this schedule often as it will change as the season goes on. 

 

SP=Summit Point, SC=Shenandoah circuit, JC=Jefferson Circuit, F(S)ATT=Friday(Saturday)At The 

Track. 

GREEN= already signed up. 

YELLOW= planning to sign up. 

RED= don’t plan to attend. 

Last updated:  6/9/2014 

11/10/14 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE 06/01/14   TBD 

11/11/14 VIR GRAND TRACKDAZE 06/01/14   TBD 

11/22/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT Invite Only   
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org  

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

No Corvettes up here, just us skiers….. 

 

See the special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

 

NCCC NATION-WIDE TRAVEL SUPPORT 

NCCC has a cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs who have 

volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member needs sup-

port while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory. 

 

I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their 

Point Of Contact (POC) information.  The only obligation is to provide your phone and email informa-

tion, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance. 

mailto:usc1@ieee.org
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
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Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like 

the reference list. 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

 

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE… There is an App that will handle classified ads 

better than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list tems. 

 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 

Due to the lull in East Region Sanctioned club activities during the winter, this section will resume in 

the March newsletter. 

http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1


 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November 2014    Page 15 

NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://corvettemuseum.blogspot.com/2014/11/first-sinkhole-corvette-restored.html
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Dick Thompson Award Update 

 
 

 

The inaugural season of the Dick Thompson Award is coming to a close.  The perpetual tro-

phy will be presented to the CCA member receiving the most NCCC points during 2014 in the 

areas of autocross, drag races and high speed events at our upcoming awards dinner (watch for 

details to begin arriving soon about this event).  

CCA has been represented at 17 sanctioned autocross events throughout the NCCC East Region 

(based on results posted).    Based on the points accumulated from these events, the top five 

contenders for the 2014 Dick Thompson Award are:  

 1.       Steve Catlin              179 points 

2.       Pat Roney                   89 points 

3.       Gary Maul                  72 points 

4.       Denise Parsons           61 points 

5.       Jim Wray                    59 points 

 If you find any discrepancies with this list, please contact Nita Armstrong 

at nitasarmstrong@gmail.com or 443-852-1922. 

mailto:nitasarmstrong@gmail.com
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CCA - Traffic Safety Education Foundation 
Fund Raising Effort 

By Jon Thorn 

 
Many CCA members know of Andy Pilgrim as half of the team of drivers (along with Johnny O’Con-

nell) for GM’s very successful Cadillac Racing Team. Some of us know him for his very dedicated 

work with the Traffic Safety Education Foundation which he created. Several CCA members had an 

opportunity to spend a lot of time with him during the first HPDE event at the new NCM Motorsports 

Park at the end of September. We came up with a plan to have the CCA help Andy and his foundation 

through a fund raising effort similar to the one that the club held for the NCM One Acre Club in 2012. 

 

Rather than draw club funds away from the traditional list of charities that the CCA annually supports, 

we are making a direct plea to the membership to make out a check TODAY to the Traffic Safety 

Education Foundation and mail it to Jon Thorn, 19920 Mastenbrook Place, Montgomery Village, MD 

20886. As with the fund raising effort that we ran for the NCM, there will be a matching program.  

Your contributions will be matched 2 for 1 up to a limit of $2500. So, if the membership can come 

up with $2500 in donations, the match will be $5000 and we will be able to send $7500 to Andy’s 

Traffic Safety Education Foundation in the CCA’s name. His foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization so 

your contributions are deductable within the limits of IRS regulations. Just as with our One Acre fund-

raising effort, this will be a short term, high intensity, fund raising campaign. Your checks must be 

received by December 15th.  So please make a check out for whatever you can afford and mail it 

TODAY to Jon Thorn at the address above. 

 

This is a very worthwhile cause that deserves your support. There is no better way to describe the ef-

fort than with Andy’s own words: 

—————————————— 

The Traffic Safety Education Foundation© is a 501c3 entity created by Andy Pilgrim in 2008. 

The Foundation was formerly known as The Andy Pilgrim Foundation.    

  

Andy Pilgrim started speaking to high school students in the mid 1990's as a give back 

project and continues to educate new drivers, parents, teachers and children of all ages. 

  

Our Mission: 

  

The Traffic Safety Education Foundation’s mission is to educate new drivers, parents, teachers and 

children of all ages about the deadly problems associated with distracted driving and other important 

traffic safety issues.  Driving experts drive distraction free because of what they know.  Education is 

the key to improving knowledge and driving safety.   

  

Sadly, the problem of distracted driving continues to grow at an alarming rate. 

  

It is no secret that driving collisions and crashes are the number one killer of teenagers; there are over 

6,000 traffic deaths and 500,000 serious injuries of 13 – 19 year olds that occur every year on US 

roads. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November 2014    Page 18 

The sad reality surrounding the increase in distracted driving behavior is this; 1 out of every 150 peo-

ple in the US will die in automotive collisions or crashes. The goal of the Traffic Safety Education 

Foundation is to help change these horrific statistics for the better. 

  

Tools for Education and Knowledge: 

  

The Parent Driving Zone DVD (PDZ) was completed in November 2013.  This DVD contains almost 

2 hours of new information to help parents with children of ALL ages.  Parents are the key to chang-

ing the nations distracted driving habits and parents need to know that any child’s driver education 

starts the moment a parent turns their child’s safety seat around to face front.  The information con-

tained in this DVD is unique and will help parents keep their children safer now and in the future 

when they start to drive. To learn more about the PDZ DVD, to see more useful information and see a 

3 minute trailer, go to the LINK 

  

Important note: the Parent Driving Zone DVD also contains a complete up-to date version of the Driv-

ing Zone 2. The information contained in The Driving Zone 2 has been picked up by thousands of 

driver education teachers in 43 states. This information will also be very useful for parents teaching 

their children how to drive and is easily accessed through the DVD menu. 

  

How Can You Help? 

  

Donations are always welcome. Your tax-deductible donation makes it possible for the Foundation 

to provide new knowledge and cutting edge information to help educate new drivers, parents, teachers 

and children of all ages about dangers associated with distracted driving and other important traffic 

safety issues. 

  

The Foundation produces new DVDs and PSAs and donates them to underfunded school districts and 

other groups. In total, thousands of educational DVDs and PSAs have been donated to students, par-

ents and driver education teachers.  Foundation work also consists of Andy engaging in important re-

search and speaking at driver education teacher conferences and schools. 

  

With your help, the Traffic Safety Education Foundation© will continue to be part of the solution to 

stop the epidemic of distracted driving and other deadly traffic safety issues.  

  

Join us in our fight.   

  

Please, never drive distracted, especially with your children in the vehicle, they are learning to drive, 

every day and at every age. 

http://www.trafficsafetyeducationfoundation.org/  

—————————————— 

 

Please contribute what you can by December 15th. Thanks! 

Art Bell 

Pat Roney 

Jon Thorn 

http://www.trafficsafetyeducationfoundation.org/#!welcome/c1hww
http://www.trafficsafetyeducationfoundation.org/
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CCA Cruise to the IMSA/Tudor Race at the Canadian Tire Motorsport Park 

 

(forever known as Mosport) 

 
July 12, 2015 

 

By Jon Thorn 

 

Following my article on the 2014 IMSA/Tudor race at Mosport, several members have expressed in-

terest in having a club cruise to the 2015 race.  The purpose of this article is to provide more informa-

tion on a potential club cruise and to check on interest from members that might want to attend.  For 

convenience, the article on this year’s Mosport race has been reprinted following this introduction. 

 

There is some urgency in planning this trip if we will have group from the CCA attending the race in 

2015.  As with many races, the first big issue is housing. There is limited hotel space in the area. The 

group of Canadians that Evelyn and I have been with for three years now regularly takes over a Com-

fort Inn at Port Hope Ontario. I have blocked 6 rooms as part of a group of 36 rooms that are blocked 

so far by Ontario Corvette fans. Port Hope is a nice little town right on Lake Ontario. In addition to 

being the favorite spot of local Ontario Corvette Clubs it was also chosen by the NCM to be the host 

hotel for the 2011 NCM Museum in Motion tour to the Mosport race.  The hotel does not rip us off 

during race week. This past year they charged us $89 a night (Canadian) plus taxes. All they want is 

one night’s fee to guarantee the room and there is no minimum for the number of nights. I do not re-

member the details from this year but you can cancel on short notice which is not usual for race week-

ends at other locations. The one big catch is that financially they are nervous about allowing us to to-

tally take over the hotel so they limit the number of rooms that we are able to block for the event. We 

are hoping to have the largest Corvette Corral ever at the Mosport race in 2015. There are 89 guest 

rooms total and getting more than the 36 we have is a real negotiating process. 

 

It will help to get reservations made for the rooms we have blocked in order to be able to negotiate 

getting additional rooms blocked. I will need to get the complete reservation details from the hotel 

first but if you are interested in joining us on this cruise we will have to make room reservations in the 

next couple of months for the Port Hope portion of the trip. 

  

There are many possibilities for planning the cruise. In the past I have arranged to be at Port Hope for 

Thursday evening through Sunday evening.  The race is on Sunday but as with most race weekends 

there is a full schedule for Friday through Sunday. It would also be possible to come in on Friday 

without missing too much.  So a minimum length for this cruise would be two days to get there, three 

days at the track and two days back for a total of seven days. Personally, I have had trips to Mosport 

vary from seven days to a month. So in terms of time, plan on this cruise taking a minimum of 7 days 

and if we throw in a couple of extra days we will be able to visit more spots along the way. It will 

probably also be possible to plan a “core” cruise of seven days for those that do not want to take more 

time away from home and add a couple of days for others that want the full trip. 
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There is also a choice of routes that we can take for the cruise. The track is officially at Bowmanville 

Ontario but it is very similar to saying that VIR is at Danville. The track is really in the middle of no-

where. The important thing is that it is on the opposite side of Lake Ontario from us. This means we 

have two choices for getting there. If we go around the “left” side we can visit the Niagara area with 

its vineyards and of course the Falls and other sights.  If we go around the “right” side of the lake we 

can visit some historic and scenic areas of Ontario such as Kingston and the Thousand Islands area of 

upstate New York. As for distance it pretty much does not matter whether you go left or right. Port 

Hope is 520 miles from Gaithersburg if you go around Lake Ontario on the west side and 572 miles if 

you go around from the east side. You can figure on the total distance including side trips and com-

muting to the track to end up being around 1300 miles. Below are two maps showing the east and west 

routes.  

“Left” route around Lake Ontario in blue. 
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I have followed both routes in the past. We also have the option of doing a full loop but it might ex-

tend the trip by a day or two depending on side trips. One year the full loop for us even included Nova 

Scotia but that was a month long trip! Because there are a number of options I plan to check with 

those that are interested in this cruise. Together we will plan out a trip that covers the interests and 

time constraints of the majority of those who are able to attend. 

What do I need from you RIGHT now? If you feel there is a chance you can join us for what looks 

like it could be a grand, interesting road trip to and from Mosport combined with three days or so of 

hanging out with a large group of terrific Corvette fans at a truly historic track, I need to have you 

contact me now at jthorn@msn.com.  The next step will be to kick around some planning ideas for the 

cruise. Then by early January at the latest I will need you to make reservations at the Port Hope Com-

fort Inn. For right now figure on needing six to nine days centered around July 12th 2015 for the trip. 

We will fill in the details together as time goes on. Contact me if you are interested.  

“Right” route around Lake Ontario in blue. 

mailto:jthorn@msn.com
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Editor’s note: This article has been reprinted from the August 2014 Corvette Courier so that 

you can see what my trip to Mosport this year was like. 

 

The Mobil 1 Sports Car Grand Prix Presented by Hawk Performance 

Canadian Tire Motorsports Park 

July 10-13, 2014 

 

by Jon Thorn 

 
The title is a real mouthful. But so is the TUDOR United Sportscar Championship. If you talk to long 

time fans of this race the whole thing gets shortened to Mosport. My first time at the track was in 2011 

when Evelyn and I went on a NCM Museum In Motion Tour which included touring in Canada and 

attending the race. The August 2011 issue of the Courier has an article on that trip. We have been back 

several times now and, if I am able, I will attend future races here as well. 

 

What makes the Canadian Tire Motorsports Park special? It is hard for me to say but I want to give it 

a try. The track has a history back to 1961. It is known as the home of Canadian motorsports because 

of its history. The track has hosted Formula 1, IndyCar, sports cars, stock cars, endurance racing, mo-

torcycles, motocross, showroom stock, vintage, trucks and karts. About anything that has wheels. 

Drivers with names like Juan Manuel Fangio, Jim Clark, Jackie Stewart, Mario Andretti, Niki Lauda, 

Roger Ward, Dan Gurney, A.J. Foyt, Al Unser, Bobby Unser, Rick Mears and Gordon Johncock raced 

here. History is great but there are a number of tracks closer to home with great history. Additional 

factors that make this place special include the fact that it is a relatively short track that is easy for fans 

to get around without having to rent golf carts or ride trams. The track is just under 2.5 miles long 

with 10 turns.  Racers consider it to be a very fast track. There are nice elevation changes that improve 

the fan’s line of sight. Most of the corners are fast sweepers but the Moss Corner (turns 5 and 6) keeps 

drivers honest. I think one great aspect of the track is that there has been no substantial layout change 

since the day it opened. The track has been widened. Safety has been improved. But a lap here is basi-

cally the same one that Fangio drove. The lap record is 1:04.094 made by an Audi R10 TDI ALMS 

LMP1 car in 2008. Unless Formula 1 returns or LMP1 comes back to Tudor (both unlikely) this re-

cord will stand for awhile. 

 

Mosport, like many tracks, has had its up and downs. In 2011 the track was purchased by Canadian 

Motorsports Ventures which includes Orlando Corporation Chairman Carlo Fidani and road racing 

legend Ron Fellows. They immediately started making major infrastructure improvements at the track. 

The track entrance was completely rebuilt and a new tunnel to the infield was built making it much 

easier to get in and out of the park.  In 2012 Canadian Tire became a partner and further improve-

ments were made to the motorsports park. The latest improvements include a new administration 

building and event center, complete re-grading and repaving of the paddock area, and new food ser-

vice facilities. 

 

There is one important thing in my view that separates this track from others for Corvette Fans. It is of 

course, Ron Fellows. The Corvette Corral is in a prime location on the outside of turn 9 in The Esses. 

The very first jumbo TV display at the track was set up directly opposite the Corvette Corral tent. 

With track support from Ron Fellows, strong support from Wilson Niblett, the sponsoring Chevrolet 

dealership in Richmond Hill, and outstanding support from a group of very dedicated volunteers this 
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is very probably the best Corvette Corral on the Tudor circuit. Ron regularly spends a lot of time at the 

corral during races. GM corporate folks also turn out in force. ALMS and now Tudor races here are 

special events. 

 

The race weekend is special off the track too. Thanks to the coordination of Janet Grunwald-Polasek, 

(NCM Ontario Master Ambassador-at-Large) many of the Corvette fans stay at the same hotel in Port 

Hope. It is a great bunch of people to hang out with. 

 

Here are a few pictures of the facilities at Mosport. Below is the new administration building and 

events center and at the bottom a view of it from the Corvette corral bleachers at turn 9. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November 2014    Page 24 

Below, the paddock used to be on multiple levels like a staircase.  It was re-graded and paved to have 

two main levels and new roads were built.  The net effect is to have much more available space in the 

paddock. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below, the new tunnel to the infield with the administration building in the background. 
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Corvette Racing had a great paddock location but I am sure it is a coincidence that had nothing to do 

with Ron Fellows. 

 

We had a rare opportunity for a VIP tour of the Marsh Racing /Whelen Engineering and Spirit of  

Daytona paddocks.  The two teams share support and were in adjacent paddock locations. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November 2014    Page 26 

The Marsh entry was a brand new DP car (1 race on it). Unfortunately, later in practice Boris Said had 

an incident that resulted in damaging the car beyond repair and they had to drop out of the race. Since 

the car was new it was shipped to IMSA for engineering analysis & inspection before being com-

pletely rebuilt for Indy. Boris Said was hospitalized with a couple of broken ribs. Here is a picture of 

Teddy Marsh, on the left, owner of Marsh Racing who spent over a half hour with us during the tour. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also got the grand tour of the Spirit of Daytona paddock. 
 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier November 2014    Page 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was taken in the Spirit of Daytona hauler.  We had a chance to see an Xtrac employee rebuild a 

transaxle (differential and sequential transmission).  This next picture was also taken in the Spirit of 

Daytona hauler.  How would you coil over fans like to have this collection in your tool box.  Talk 

about tuning the chassis! If they switch between slicks and rain tires they also change the springs. 
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While I was wondering if I could roll this out of the hauler without anyone noticing it, I realized that it 

would never fit in my Z06 full of luggage.  At least I got a very close up view of it. One interesting 

thing I learned is that Marsh Racing and the Spirit of Daytona team share parts and even carry each 

others stuff in the haulers in order to be able to efficiently pack the trailers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right, Richard Westbrook, Michael Valiante (Canadian), Jordan Taylor, Ricky Taylor, 

and Boris Said (before his accident) visited with us at the corral.  
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Corvette Racing has an amazing pit box.  You don’t really notice how big it is compared to the other 

teams until you get up close to it.  It is a 3 floor split level monster. Just to the left of Corvette Racing, 

in pit box #1, is Wayne Taylor Racing. The difference is like looking at a popup tent and the Taj Ma-

hal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver Gavin flying into turn 1 at the end of the front straight during practice. You have to be there to 

believe the sound! 
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Ok, it is now race day and this is what we came for. It is hard to imagine a better view than being at 

the Corvette Corral at Mosport. Neither Corvette had their leader lights working during the race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spirit of Daytona running in third place at the time.   
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Jan Magnussen going by with one or two laps to go in the race. The #3 car is hidden behind the fourth 

person from the left in the photo above.  Vette fans pulled the yellow table cloths off the tables in the 

corral tent and were waving everything yellow that they could find. You could easily hear the car over 

all the cheering but Jan must have seen us because we got a wave. 

 

As a quick summary of the race, Magnussen and Garcia won the GTLM class for their fourth consecu-

tive win of the season.  Unfortunately the BOP gods (balance of performance) then got hold of us and 

it has not been the same since. Tommy Milner in the #4 car was tagged early in the race and the car 

was really never the same after the spin. 

 

One thing the Mosport race did was raise the question of the IMSA Travelling Safety Teams again. 

Track safety teams know the track which is very important but they only see these cars once a year.  

The advantage of the IMSA Travelling Safety Team was that the safety crews knew the drivers, knew 

the cars, and actually ran regular practice sessions pulling drivers from Tudor series cars.  At Mosport, 

besides the accident that Boris was in, the Deltawing was destroyed by fire and a BMW in the Conti-

nental series burnt to the ground. The Deltawing case was particularly questionable and particularly 

dangerous. Andy Meyrick had a fuel line break. The car was in flames when he stopped at the first 

marshal he saw on the front straight. The marshal was wearing a T-shirt and could not help put the fire 

out or help get Andy out of the car.  No one working the fire knew where the kill switch was located 

on the Deltawing. It could have turned into a horribly serious situation.  Mosport got the drivers and 

teams worried about safety to the point that they were making public criticisms of the situation.  Fans 
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have been talking about the danger of not having the IMSA Travelling Safety Teams since the Viper 

at Sebring went up in flames and the serious DP and Ferrari accident at Daytona.  The good news I 

guess is that IMSA made a public statement that they are reviewing the decision to drop the IMSA 

Travelling Safety Teams. If that works out this Mosport race will have been good for the sport.  IMSA 

will have learned an important lesson and fortunately without anyone being seriously injured or killed. 

Above is a picture of the Deltawing team stripping the tub after the fire. The car was a total loss but 

they were trying to salvage some of the parts. It is amazing what happens when carbon fiber starts to 

burn. I was probably 30 feet from them when I took the picture and it was a day after the fire but I 

could still smell the resin cooked in the fire. 

 

Back to the race.  In the prototype class the overall winner was Gustavo Yacaman and Olivier Pla in 

the OAK Racing Nissan Morgan.  This gave the LMP2 fans something to cheer about because the win 

did not go to a DP car.  But, Westbrook and Valiante were second in the Spirit of Daytona and the 

Taylor brothers finished in third place. In GTLM, Magnussen and Garcia scored the win and Gavin 

and Milner finished seventh in class. All things considered, it was a good day for Corvette Racing and 

a good day for Corvette prototypes based on points. 
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Above, a very happy Magnussen and Garcia at the winner’s circle.  Jan is reminding everyone that this was four wins in a 

row. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very happy members of the Corvette Racing Team. 
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This was a moment that I’ll remember for a long time. I managed to get in close for photos, closer 

than some of the professional photographers. Magnussen had driven the car from the pit lane to the 

winner’s circle which is a distance of less than 100 yards and down hill. In this picture Dan Binks is 

climbing into the #3 to move it from the winner’s circle. He fired up the engine which ran for less than 

10 seconds before stalling. He climbed out of the car and announced that they would have to push it 

because it was out of fuel.  That is race fuel management!  They were playing it VERY close to the 

edge.  We also won the Michelin Green X Challenge for the race but another 100 yards and it would 

have been a different story! 
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Two very happy guys at the winner’s circle: Gary Pratt and Doug Fehan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Jan Magnussen, Antonio Garcia, and Doug Fehan on top of the podium. 
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It is only fair that my final picture from Mosport is of Ron Fellows. He has done a lot for Mosport, 

certainly done a lot for Corvette Racing, but he has also done a lot for Corvette Fans. 

 

If you want to attend a TUDOR race next year you might consider going to Mosport.  I don’t think 

you will be disappointed.  
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The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first 

club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the club char-

ter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a subsequent 

meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of America since 

it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of 

America took the first steps toward forming a na-

tional organization by laying the ground work for 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group 

which now includes 275 clubs with more than 

17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the largest 

non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in 

the United States. The Corvette Club of America is 

a proud member of the East Region of the NCCC. 

As one of the founding clubs of the National 

Council of Corvette Clubs, the CCA is honored to 

have been assigned club number 1 in the organiza-

tion. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

The Corvette Courier 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Vice President  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Secretary  John Durscher (443)745-1993        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)630-8318 

Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

 

           Non-Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:durscher@verizon.net
mailto:nita_s_armstrong@yahoo.com
mailto:usc1@ieee.org
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
mailto:tpopkin@mac.com
mailto:the_eagle_man@verizon.net
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 
 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

   November 11
th

 

Shop Night Location: 
 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

     November 18
th

 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

es
t 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

