The World’s First Corvette Club
The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi

September 2014

I would like to keep in our prayers all the members who have had surgery and health care issues. Jim
Wade, we all hope for your quick and healthy recovery.
Well, we had a very busy month.
Carlisle was great. Corvette gave the pricing for the new Z06 which was $78,000.00 base. By the time you
order all the good stuff its around $100,000.00, wow! They had convertibles and coupes. They all looked
great. I was only there Friday, but the people from New York were fun and we had a pretty good turnout
from our club. The cocktails were very refreshing and plentiful. I know the weather was not great Saturday, but Friday was not bad.
Saturday was the start of the caravan to Bowling Green. We had breakfast at Sport Chevrolet thanks to Lee
Shirley and Sport. We left out of Sport around 9:30am. Ron had a battery issue and Sport fixed him right
up. The weather was horrible and the traffic worse, but due to good planning on the part of Jon and Ron the
HOV lane in Virginia was some reprieve for a little ways. We stopped in at Chester Va. at Heritage Chevrolet and had lunch. Unfortunately, Terry Popkin had some car trouble and some folks stayed with him till
he was taken care of. Jon Thorn stepped up and took about seven of us to Concord and that was a fun
drive. We traveled at the speed of sound and the weather was a little better. Great job Jon! Charlotte Speedway was a great experience. We did about 6 laps and Jon got up to 125 mph. I think everyone enjoyed the
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track. Nice brunch and the host hotel was very nice and reasonable. The other coordinators Frank and
Carolyn were helpful and informative. My thanks go out to Ron Hamrah and Jon Thorn for putting
together all the plans and schedules. Well done! Rich, Noelle and I went to the Biltmore on Monday.
The caravan did it Tuesday. The experience was awesome, the food, the wine, and the mansion wow!
The next day, Rich, Noelle, and a friend of mine, Dave Childs and I went to do the Tail of the Dragon,
318 turns in 11 miles. We had pulled over for a break because of a tractor trailer escort and a biker
laid down his bike on a turn right in front of us. Unreal, the guy let go of the bike and the bike slid into
the embankment. The biker was alright a little shook up but the bike took some damage. My car ran
like it was on rails. What a blast! We also did the Cherohala Skyway, a 143 mile trip thru the Smoky
Mountains. The caravan stayed on their course and went to the Museum.
The Founders Day Picnic is the 14th of September. I hope many of the members can come. The food
will be great and the bar is open. Please let us know if you can come. RSVP to Jim Parisi, Rich Taylor, Rick Roe, or Nita Armstrong.
We also have our next Autocross school on September 20th and the race event is on September 21st.
Steve is still looking for Volunteers to help out. Please come and support the event!
I look forward to the Corvettes on the Boardwalk on October 3rd and 4th. I hope to see as many of you
as possible. Oh yeah, there is a nice bar at my hotel for all CCA Members!
Please Have A Safe, Fun, Corvette Fall!
Scenes from Charlotte Motor Speedway, The Biltmore, and The Tail of the Dragon.

My next car….. Yes!

It’s all about cars and people
sharing their passions.
Jim Parisi
CCA President
jp71234@gmail.com
(410) 292-8722
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Membership Director—Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Sponsor a new member and receive CCA cash. Contact Jean
Car Show shirts - I have limited sizes of Show Shirts available Cost $20. Check payable to CCA. Contact me vettehon@aol.com Please make your subject CCA or call 301-253-6074. Contact me and I will
pull the size and save it. No XL left.
Members - Contact me if you have a new e-mail, home address, phone, or a new ride. We like to keep
our membership information up to date. Changes to Jean Wade.
NCCC Questions to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com
CCA Embroidery Club shirts website.www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
CCA wine glasses - $5 ea. Get yours now before they sell out.
CCA events coming up don’t miss out on all the fun.
Sept. 14th
Sept. 20th-21st
Oct. 2nd-5th

CCA Founder’s Day Picnic.
CCA Autocross weekend #3. School on Saturday, compete on Sunday.
Free State Corvette Weekend, Ocean City, MD - be there!!

Fun things to do with your Corvette…You can cruise Jimmie Cone Cruise every 1st & 3rd Sat. of the
month in Mt. Airy, S. Main St. & Ridgeville Blvd. Food Lion center. Open 5:30-dark.
Every Sat. 8am-9am Cars 'N Coffee/Bethesda at the Corner Bakery 10327 Westlake Dr. Also Katie’s
Cars and Coffee, 760 Walker Rd, Great Falls, Va. and Sundays @ Burtonsville Md.
Jean Wade, 2000 Red C, Membership, 301-253-6074, vettehon@aol.com
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More Member News Editor’s note: This was unfortunately delayed because of the large volume of information in the newsletter for the past couple of months. The delay to welcome Ron Chazin and Teresa Kendrick was my
fault and I should have made room for it sooner. It is always terrific to get new members and I also
want to thank Sport Chevrolet for their excellent support of our club. Another reason I should have
included this sooner is that I would like to make sure all of our members are aware of this Sport program to help us grow the club.
Here is an email that Jean received back in June:
“Morning Jean, we are the proud owners of a new 2014 Stingray purchased from Sport Chevrolet (our
salesman is Jeff Schultz). They tell us that they pick-up the fees for our 1st year of membership in the
club. I have filled out and attached the application we received from Lee Shirley. Let us know if you
need any additional information. Looking forward to meeting you and other Corvette club members.
Teresa & Ron”
Below is a completed portion of the application that Sport provided to Ron and Teresa:
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More editor’s note: Please be sure to give Ron and Teresa a warm welcome when you see them. And,
Ron & Teresa, please keep an eye on the club calendar on the web or in the newsletter and show up
for a business meeting (more fun than business) or any of the many events held by the club.
In closing, here is a great photo of their new Stingray at the NCM.
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The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

I am going to start off with a couple of reminders. I’ll try not to belabor the point because it has been covered several other places in the newsletter but we have three important events coming up and it would be
great to have a higher than average level of participation. We need your help with the autocross. We are
going to attempt to make a couple of changes in the way the event is run and it will be more labor intensive for the workers. It would be great to have a little extra help if you can attend. Feel free to enter your
car too! Next, we have the Founder’s Day Picnic and the Free State Ocean City Corvette Weekend. If you
miss these events you’ll be missing a good time!
Ok, the nagging is over. I want to really thank Pat Roney, Bob Witten and Terry Popkin for their help
with articles this month. And also I need to thank Van Vander Haar for his help with photography. We
have had a lot going on recently and I would not have been able to have the newsletter reflect it all without lots of help. Bob has a summary of the Oak Tree Grand Prix that you will find very interesting. Hopefully next year we will not have everything happening at the same time. VIR next year will be August
23rd. Carlisle will be August 28th - 30th. And fortunately we will have a five year break before the next
NCM Caravan.
Speaking of the NCM Caravan be sure to check out Terry’s article on the event. He had more than a few
problems during the trip but I think he is glad that he was able to make it. I was in a similar situation. The
trip did not quite turn out as planned. Evelyn ended up spending a week in the Charlotte Medical Center
in Concord while the doctors sorted out a diagnosis of colitis which developed out of the blue. She is doing much better now and things are returning to normal. I will still have a chance to get to the NCM before the end of the month because I am signed up (along with my son) for the inaugural HPDE at the new
NCM Motorsports Park.
In the longer run, I plan to compensate for missing the NCM Caravan by planning a cruise next summer
to the Mosport Tudor Race on July 12th. It is a great track in Ontario and naturally gets a lot of support
and attention from Ron Fellows and this makes it a great race for Corvette Fans. There is also a lot to do
in Upstate NY on the way up and back. So if you are interested in joining me the thing to do first is make
sure that you have a valid passport for next July. I’ll have more on this trip as time goes on.
My last bit of news for this month is on the Dick Thompson Award. Things have been moving along
nicely on Tom and Nita Armstrong’s plans. Sport Chevrolet is one hundred percent behind the award as
well. Check out their Corvette/Camaro showroom the next time you are at the dealership and you will see
a new display case that we will use for the award. They are every bit as interested in promoting the award
as the club is.
Here is the latest update on the Dick Thompson Award point status for this year from Nita:
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The inaugural presentation of the Dick Thompson Award will be presented to the CCA member
receiving the most NCCC points during 2014 in the areas of autocross, drag races and high
speed events.
To date, CCA has been represented at 11 sanctioned autocross events throughout the NCCC
East Region (based on results posted). Based on the points accumulated from these events, the
top five contenders for the 2014 Dick Thompson Award are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Steve Catlin
Pat Roney
Gary Maul
Jim Wray
Bob Couse

113 points
50 points
38 points
31 points
29 points

Steve is our Competition Director, so is it a coincidence he is leading by a very wide margin? Racers, do not fret! Two sanctioned events were held in Lancaster, PA this past weekend
and there are 9 sanctioned events remaining this year, including four run by CCA. Go online
and sign-up to participate in some or all of these events and give Steve a run for his
money. Check your brakes, torque your lug nuts, and let all the participants and spectators
hear the music we know so fondly as the sound of a Corvette engine.
Within the next couple of weeks, you will be able to see the official list of all CCA members currently in the running for this award and their current point standings. It will be as simple
as following the link for the Dick Thompson Award from CCA’s home page.
If you find any discrepancies with this list, please contact Nita Armstrong
at nitasarmstrong@gmail.com or 443-852-1922.
In closing, here is a picture of Evelyn and me at the winner’s circle at the Charlotte Motor Speedway.
Jon Thorn, CCA Courier Editor
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

August was a very busy month for our club with several big events, including the NCM Caravan, Corvettes at Carlisle including the companion NCM track event at Summit Point, two additional Summit
Point track events, and a Watkins Glen track event. Reports on some of the track events are provided
later in this report, with Carlisle and the NCM Caravan being covered elsewhere in the newsletter.
I am continuing my NCCC summer autocross tour and attended another Lancaster County Corvette
Club (LCCC) event in Manheim, PA on August 10, and will be attending another Lancaster County
Corvette Club (LCCC) event in Manheim, PA on September 7 (which won’t make the report this
month).
Although I particularly enjoy the large Manheim lot, I am thankful that our CCA autocross events are
coming up on the weekends of September 20-21 and October 18-19 so I can keep a few miles off my
truck and trailer. I again encourage our CCA club members to sign up for our upcoming events.
August 10, 2014 Double Autocross Lancaster County Corvette Club, Manheim, PA

A Corvette out on the expansive course.
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The LCCC course was fun, with several slalom and sweeper sections that carried a lot of speed. There
were about 60 cars entered, with a strong contingent of Corvettes and several X cars in attendance as
well.
Again, I was the only CCA member so I hung with a few friends from other clubs, including John
Caffese and Dee Neal again, both members of the Tri-County Corvette Club.

John and Dee
I was again first Overall FTD for both events stealing 22 total points for CCA from LCCC. David
Walters was second and John Caffese was third in the first event. John Caffese was second and Craig
Foreman was third in the second event. Karen Priestner won ladies FTD both events.
Congrats to LCCC for hosting a great event!
Until next month...
Stephen Catlin
CCA Competition Director
catlin3@verizon.net
703-220-1136
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Editors note: This supplement to the Competition Report was provided by Pat Roney.

Summit Point FATT 8/15/2014 & Intro to doing a track day
CCA had a couple of participants at the August 15th FATT. Art B and myself enjoyed the nice
weather and great track time. Congratulations to Art for his move to Advanced Solo. These Friday At
The Track (FATT) events are a great way to get an introduction to the High Performance Drivers Education (HPDE). You have a tech done on your car at Sport Chevrolet or Tony’s Corvette, and then get
some classroom time before going out on track with an instructor. You start in a novice group with
others that are just learning this sport. You have an instructor in the car with you while you learn the
driving line around the track and how to make smooth steering, brake and throttle inputs. If you take
your time learning these basics you will be surprised at how fast you get up to speed. There are a lot
of basics that you can do on the road at the speed limit that will help you with your first track event
such as looking as far ahead on the highway rather than at the car in front of you. This will help you
to put just one steering input in rather than using several steering inputs in for one corner. It will also
help you with your throttle input. If you are looking too close, you will have a tendency to commit to
throttle, come off the throttle, and then back on the throttle rather than just having one throttle input.
If there is interest I would be willing to give some lessons at one of our shop nights.

NASA at Summit Point 8/16 & 17/2014
Capt. Kirk did this event and Bob C., going through track withdrawl, came up to hang out with us. I
learned that food poisoning and spending two days on track isn’t much fun, but the show must go on.
My student, who I had instructed last year, was very good thankfully, so I didn’t have to spend a lot of
effort instructing.
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NCM at Summit Point 8/25 & 26/2014
Finally I remembered to take pictures plus fellow CCA’er Frank F. drove his Corvette up to visit and
take photos. There was a fairly light turnout since the caravans to the NCM were on their way for the
big celebration in Bowling Green, KY. We even had one of the caravans from Carlisle stop by to do
some parade laps on their way to Bowling Green. There were about 200 cars in the caravan. They all
seemed to have fun on track and I think several will be back for a track event. We had an instructor in
every 5th car to keep the pack tight and safe. This also gave all a chance to see the correct track line
which is the first thing novices learn on the track.
Here is a photo of fellow CCA’ers that participated in this event. All of the cars went home looking as good
as when they got here and the drivers all had big smiles on their face.

From left to right, back row: Pat R, Fred L, Theo H, Bill S, Art B, and front row kneeling is John D.
Theo’s Bumble Bee C7 is in the background.
I worked with Fred L on how to drive this track and Fred did a good job of learning. By the end of the
event you wouldn’t believe that this was Fred’s first time at this track.
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A group of our buddies with us including Art S, recently retired from GM.
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Our Cornercraver headquarters with a few of our buddies hanging out with us after the event. From
left to right: Sean F, Fred L, Pat S (owner of the beautiful rig in the background), Roc L (sitting, retired NCM Museum In Motion event organizer), David C (standing), Bill S (kneeling), David, Pat R,
Matt B (NCM MSP HPDE Manager)

Bill S with his impressive C7 still decorated for the cross country rally he just completed.
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Bill S showing the line to another C7.
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John D with his Grand Sport tight on the apex of turn 10.

Chin Motorsports @ Watkins Glen 9/1 & 2/2014
John D and I represented CCA at this event. The forecast was for 60% chance of rain the first track
day and 80% chance the second day. Talk about living a charmed life, we had no rain for the entire
event.
The entrance gate at
Watkins Glen. For
those of us that remember the United
States Grand Prix
and the importance
of this track, this is
almost a religious
experience.
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We start every event with a drivers meeting in the morning (see below) to discuss the rules for the
event. The rules are mostly safety issues and deal with where different experience level drivers can
pass and on which side of you they should be pointed by. It also deals with how we must all be very
courteous to each other, as well as any special instructions for the particular event.

John and I sharing a garage bay.
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We had several hours of track time available each of the two days but were not physically able to use
it all. We also managed to get Diane and Suzie out for a few ride alongs.

John showing the difference between his used brake pad and a new brake pad. Wow, he got all there
was out of that pad.
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Watkins Glen is a beautiful and historic town with lots to see and the ladies took time to do some
sightseeing while we were on track. Suzie took the pictures of Diane and the wife of one of our Cornercravers checking out the Watkins Glen State Park Finger Lake area. Also shown is one of the
many water falls in the area.

There is a Vintage Race Car event set for the weekend of September 5th and a couple of the cars were
on track with us which was a real treat. Check out a couple of the vintage race cars below.
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This is a 1959 Lister/Corvette which was originally purchased by Carroll Shelby as a Lister/
Cambridge (Cambridge was the engine builder). Carroll only owned this car for a short time before
he sold it. The Lister body style resembles an XKE type Jaguar for good reason. Jaguar had Lister
design and build the bodies for the C Type and D Type racing Jaguars. This car is shown all over the
world and is raced in the most prestigious vintage races. According to the team mechanic, this car is
valued at $2M. It was great seeing this car out on course running with us. Unfortunately, I never
crossed paths with this beauty as it would be great to have in car video being on track with such a
beautiful automobile. One of my fellow Cornercravers has a couple of laps of video behind this car.
The driver did a good job managing this car on track as the tires looked like a regular street tire from
the 50’s. The tire width could not have been more than 6 inches.
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The Lister out on track.
Chin Motorsports is my favorite group to track and instruct with as they have the nicest selection of
cars as you can see from the pictures above. We are out on track with professional race drivers on a
regular basis. I have on track video of Charlie Putman passing me and giving me a thank you wave
and big thumbs up in the Invisible Glass BMW at Watkins Glen a couple of years ago. He was next
to me in the garage and we talked quite a bit. Charlie now races for the Audi team in the Tudor series
races.
Here are some more samples of the cars that were on track with us at Watkins Glen this time.
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A few of the Vipers from the Vipers Racing League. We are often on track with the purple Viper
owned by Jim and Cathy Stout. There are three of these purple Vipers and it can really get to you
when you see the purple Viper passing you every couple of laps. It is of some comfort when you find
that there are a couple of them on track so you were not being passed by the same one.
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The black and red tent in the middle of this picture houses the Ferrari and Lamborghini groups.
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Stay in touch as we have a lot going on this month with a FATT at Summit Point on September 12th,
an SCCA PDX September 13 & 14th, followed by our CCA autocross school on September 20th and
the autocross on the 21st. Autocross is a good way to start learning about car control and see if you
like it. Our school is a great way to learn about autocrossing and see if you like it.
The new National Corvette Museum Motorsports Park officially opens for events on September 26,
with an instructor learn the track event on the 25th. I will be there and on track from the 25th through
the 29th. Yes that is 5 straight days on track with the last event starting on my birthday. What a way
to celebrate. I am really looking forward to this event. Please let me know if you are going to this
event and hopefully we can set up a caravan to Bowling Green.
-Pat Roney
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2014 HPDE & AUTOCROSS TRACK SCHEDULE
09/12/14

SP MAIN

BSR FATT

OPEN NOW

$257.24

09/13-14

SP MAIN

SCCA

~8/11/14

$275/DY

09/21/14

AUTOX

CCA @ LINCOLN TECH

OPEN NOW

$15-20x2

09/26&27

NCM MSP

NCM

OPEN NOW

$485

09/28&29

NCM MSP

NCM

OPEN NOW

$485

10/03/14

VIR MAIN

NASA-MA: TT & INST CL

TBD

TBD

10/4-5/14

VIR MAIN

NASA-MA

TBD

TBD

10/4-5/14

SP SC

TRACKDAZE

10/10/14

SP MAIN

BSR FATT

OPEN NOW

$257.24

10/19/14

AUTOX

CCA @ LINCOLN TECH

OPEN NOW

$15-20x2

10/26-27

VIR

CHIN

TBD

TBD

11/07/14

SP MAIN

BSR FATT

OPEN NOW

$257.24

11/8-9/14

SP MAIN

NASA-MA

TBD

TBD

11/10/14

VIR MAIN

TRACKDAZE

06/01/14

TBD

11/11/14

VIR GRAND

TRACKDAZE

06/01/14

TBD

06/01/14

*Pricing is my best guess. TrackDaze offers $35 discounts for early sign up and an additional 10%
discount if you sign up for 4 events at a time.
Register early as these events fill up quickly, especially in the Novice groups.
Please check this schedule often as it will change as the season goes on.
SP=Summit Point, SC=Shenandoah circuit, JC=Jefferson Circuit, F(S)ATT=Friday(Saturday)At The
Track.
GREEN= already signed up.
YELLOW= planning to sign up.
RED= don’t plan to attend.
Last updated: 6/9/2014
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NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah

NCCC Report
Points of Contact Listing
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org

NCCC Governor’s Report
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY NCM CARAVAN …… August 23 – 31
WE HAD A BLAST….. AND A PERSONAL ESCORT BY THE FIRST-CLASS KENTUCKY
STATE POLICE
It was an honor to lead the Mid-Atlantic States Caravan with the indefatigable Jon Thorn as Co-Captain.
Thanks to Jon and Van for their extraordinary support work in making our Caravan the success it was.
Sport Chevrolet hosted our Farewell Breakfast, Heritage Chevrolet in Chester, VA hosted us for lunch.
Many of us took hot laps at the Charlotte Motor Speedway, had a private tour of the famous Hendrick
Motorsports Engine Factory (thanks to Terry Popkin), lunched at the Biltmore Estate and did inaugural
hot laps on the new NCM Motorsports Track.
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See the VIDEOs at http://mlostphoto.zenfolio.com/p494348260.
Let’s start planning for the next great NCM Caravan in 2019. Meanwhile, membership renewal has
just begun. Get your 2015 renewal in now and beat the rush.
See the special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
NCCC NATION-WIDE TRAVEL SUPPORT
NCCC has a cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs who have
volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory.
I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their
Point Of Contact (POC) information. The only obligation is to provide your phone and email information, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance.
Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like
the reference list.
Check out the following informative websites:
East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org
Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/
EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work
All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette enthusiasm. http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE…
There is an App that will handle classified ads
better than the Forum did. You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list tems.
VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT
If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount
on your service. All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them
you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a
15% discount off your monthly bill. You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount.
East Region Club Sponsored Events
Here are some upcoming events sponsored by other clubs in the East Region. Please let me know if
you are interested in setting up a CCA caravan to participate in any of these events.
Beachcomber Corvette Club
Date : September 13, 2014
From : 4:00 – 9:00pm
Category : Cruise-In
Location : 3388 Princess Anne Rd #311, Virginia Beach, VA 23453, (757) 689-0829
Event Description : Non-Sanctioned Cruise-In,
Sanction # ER-366-N16
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Email : wolfmanok@hotmail.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-366_LC_Cruise-In_Flyer_2014.pdf
Cumberland Valley Corvette Club
Date : September 13, 2014
From : 8:00am
Category : Concours
Location : H & H CHEVROLET, SHIPPENSBURG, PA 17257
Event Description : TRIPLE Concours
Sanction # ER-098-R08, ER-098-R09, ER-098-R10
Email : ehare@innernet.net
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-098R08_R09_R10_TRIPLE_FUN_SHOW.pdf
Corvette Annapolis
Date : September 14, 2014
From : 10:00 am
Category : Concours
Location : Ourisman Chevrolet, Bowie, MD 20716
Event Description : Non-Sanctioned Cruise-In,
Sanction # ER-372-005, ER-372-006, ER-372-007, ER-372-008, ER-372-009, ER-372-010
Email : denny.white.333@gmail.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-372-006-2014_ERNCCC_Ourisman_Show.pdf
Beachcomber Corvette Club
Date : September 20, 2014
From : 4:00 – 9:00pm
Category : Cruise-In
Location : 3388 Princess Anne Rd #311, Virginia Beach, VA 23453, (757) 689-0829
Event Description : Non-Sanctioned Cruise-In,
Sanction # ER-366-N17
Email : wolfmanok@hotmail.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-366_LC_Cruise-In_Flyer_2014.pdf
Bel Air Corvette Club
Date : September 20, 2014
From : 8:00 am
Category : Concours
Location : The Avenue at White Marsh, 8125 Honeygo Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21236
Event Description : People’s Choice
Sanction # ER-263-003, ER-263-004, ER-263-006
Email : governor@bacc.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-263-003_White_Marsh.pdf
Allentown Area Corvette Club
Date : September 20, 2014
From : 8:00 am
Category : Autocross
Location : PNC Plaza @ SteelStacks (ArtsQuest Campus) 645 E. 1st St., Bethlehem, PA 18015
Event Description : TRIPPLE Autocross
Sanction #ER-118-002, ER-118-003, ER-118-004
Email : hjdeanasso@aol.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-118002_003_004_TripleAutoXFlyerNCCC_ClosedExh.pdf
Allentown Area Corvette Club
Date : September 21, 2014
From : 9:30 am
Category : Concours
Location : PNC Plaza @ SteelStacks (ArtsQuest Campus) 645 E. 1st St., Bethlehem, PA 18015
Email : hjdeanasso@aol.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-118-001_FiberglassSteel_Flyer_FULL.pdf
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Beachcomber Corvette Club
Date : September 27, 2014
From : 4:00 – 9:00pm
Category : Cruise-In
Location : 3388 Princess Anne Rd #311, Virginia Beach, VA 23453, (757) 689-0829
Event Description : Non-Sanctioned Cruise-In,
Sanction # ER-366-N18
Email : wolfmanok@hotmail.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-366_LC_Cruise-In_Flyer_2014.pdf
Cumberland Valley Corvette Club
Date : September 27, 2014
From : 9:00am
Category : Concours
Location : Lawrence Chevrolet, 6445 Carlisle Pike, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
Event Description : DOUBLE Concours
Sanction # ER-098-003, ER-098-007
Email : Jaxkar2@gmail.com
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-098-003_and_007_LAWRENCE_SHOW_FLYER_2014.pdf
Central Pennsylvania Corvette Club
Date : September 28, 2014
From : 8:00 am
Category : Concours
Location : Wormleysburg Riverfront Restaurants, 449 S. Front Street, Wormleysburg, PA 17043
Event Description : SEVEN People’s Choice
Sanction # ER-196-R01, ER-196-R02, ER-196-R03, ER-196-R04, ER-196-008, ER-196-009, ER-196-010
Email : gliddick@comcast.net
More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2014/Flyers/ER-196-008-010_R01-R04.pdf
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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2014 Tudor United SportsCar Oak Tree Grand Prix
By Bob Witten
Corvette Daytona prototypes and the Delta wing were missing, but the VIR track was full of seemingly non-stop racing on Oak Tree Grand Prix weekend. We went to see the bright yellow Corvettes
do battle in the first TUDOR race at VIR, and found lots of other races. By now you know that it wasn't a great weekend for Jake racing. The Garcia/Taylor #3 car finished 7th in class, keeping Garcia
atop the driver standings and Corvette on top in the class team championship. But, the Gavin/Milner
#4 car finished 9th. It seemed to be the stronger of the two Pratt and Miller entries but was rammed by
a Porsche and lost 4 laps to have most of the left front of the car replaced. The Ferrari it was dueling
with at the time was the eventual class winner.
In addition to the Oak Tree Grand Prix Sunday afternoon, the weekend featured the Maserati Trofeo,
and Lamborghini Trofeo series, Prototype Challenge [or lites], and the Continental Tire Challenge.
The track was barely quiet or empty all weekend!
My sons and I arrived about noon on Saturday and set up camp along the Snake, which winds uphill
under the bridge, and ends at the Oak Tree corner. It allows a great view of cars coming through the
esses, shifting and accelerating just as they pass by. The Corvette Parade lap Saturday was great to
behold. A long string of C7's, C6's and C5's. The oldest car was a yellow '75 T-top. Didn't see a midyear all weekend! I may have to try to take the '65 next year.
VIR takes me back to the days of camping in the infield at Watkins Glen for the Can-am/Trans-am
weekend. Great fun, everyone in a good mood, and plenty of room to enjoy the racing.
It rained hard late Saturday night, but the thundering Corvettes and other cars dried the track pretty
quickly with practice starting at 8:15 Sunday morning. What a great way to start a day! Roll out of the
tent and run to the fence to show Corvette colors as #'s 3 and 4 swept past. The passing front dropped
the temperature and the humidity, even as the overcast remained, so it was a great day for racing.
One of the pre-race highlights was the Open Grid/Fan Walk, just an hour before the GTLM/GTD race.
We got a chance to meet Jordan Taylor and at least say hi to Milner, Garcia, and Magnussen. Their
"garage" was a huge blow up Quonset like tent, big enough to hold two transporters. It looked like the
Michelin man lying on his back! There was no big Corvette tent in the Vendor area this year. One of
the Pratt/Miller folks told us it just couldn't be done with everything else going on in this IMSA/
TUDOR Inaugural year. Too bad. I can always use another t-shirt!
It was a great weekend of rolling thunder, food, drink and bench racing, in addition to watching the
real thing unfold in front of us. We topped it off with a pizza for the road from Aunt Millies on the
way out of the track, and look forward to next year.
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Jordan with a future racer.
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Watching Tudor races will wear you out...
A bunch of Continental Tire series
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Lamborghini Trofeo series cars...
Open grid walk
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Tudor GTLM passing under the bridge

Prototype Challenge cars headed up through the esses
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The Falcon Tire entry gave the Risi Ferrari a good run for the lead
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The Risi Competizione Ferrari found a nice parking spot next to a tire wall but it
did not prevent this 458 Italia driven by Fisichella and Kaffer from finishing first
in the GTLM class.

It is no Corvette but it is still a nice ad for Michelin.
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Cars were not the only thing that attracted fan interest.
Nita, you missed a chance to have Dr. Dreamy sign a t-shirt for you.
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Corvette Racing drivers cranking out autographs for the fans.
It looks like Jan even had a dog signing opportunity!
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Photos courtesy of Cam Witten, and from the VIR website (Victor Newman Photography, and Keith
Isley).

The Corvette Courier

September 2014

Page 41

Our Caravan to the NCM for 20th Anniversary Celebration
By Terry Popkin
Saturday August 23
As planned , the group from CCA met at Sport Chevrolet, where Sport sponsored an early light breakfast for the participants. Ron and Jon gave instructions and Jon presented all drivers with a printed
and bound book for the trip to Bowling Green. Once driving positions were drawn (no one adhered to
these) the Caravan began. I will relate my personal experiences and hope you will endure. Driving out
of Sport, the rain began and my car experienced a total fog-up in the Z06….the A/C and defroster did
not work… a premonition of things to come. The plan was to follow the route down Rte.29, go onto
495W, to GW Pkwy and enter 395S toward Chester, VA. The caravan spread out and cars did not
queue-up. Beltway and 395 traffic made it nearly impossible for various driving habits to be broken.
As we radioed front and rear cars, we found at least a mile separation between cars and at least one
showing frustration by screaming past a few. Renee and I started experiencing the first of many car
problems when our A/C completely quit and we were forced to drive in drizzle and 90 degree temperatures with the windows open. I was not pleasant company, to say the least. After about 20 minutes, the A/C, suddenly, came on and we were able to cool off for a while. Things went well, except
the caravan was strung out over the VA countryside….far enough that we lost radio contact. Again,
our car lost the A/C, defrosters and suddenly ALL the gauges. Things did not look well for us. To add
insult to injury, just short of our destination, Ron decided to stop in a vacant lot to allow us to queueup and enter the 1st stop, a Chevrolet dealership in Chester, VA, together. That attempt failed, since
our Z06 would not start once we were together. That led to a 1-½ hour delay in getting our car towed
to the dealership. The nice reception and luncheon was missed for us, and we started on an attempt to
get the car started. The dealership had no Corvette mechanic on-staff on a Saturday, so they attempted
to diagnose, but informed me that it would take 6 or more hours. I saw the $100 bills floating away
and suggested a jump-start…. it worked. Still no A/C, but we were moving. Meanwhile, I found the
caravan had started without me (and, having led trips to NCM, was disappointed the cars would not
wait, especially in light of my having a total shut-down). Captain Kirk said he would stick with me
until our next destination. With windows open, I led Kirk and “the Enterprise with crew” to catch the
caravan. We actually made up an hour on our leg to Charlotte. Renee and I arrived at the host Hotel,
parked and checked in… a bit worse for wear. Once we cooled down, I went out to the car to confirm
a suspicion…it would not start. Renee and I walked to dinner with Ron and Van, and discussed the
plans for my car. I suggested another jump-start and returning home without a shut-off. I planned on
switching cars and taking the ZR-1 to Bowling Green. Kirk and the guys were determined to get my
car started, and they planned to work on it beginning on day 2.
Sunday August 24
On the caravan schedule was a morning with the participants at Charlotte Motor Speedway. Laps
from 7AM to Noon followed by photos in the winners circle and a brunch. For me, it was a bummer,
since the Z06 would not start. Renee and I were taken by the Hotel Van to the luncheon, which was a
huge disappointment. It was bad enough that we had spent $50 to do laps on the speedway, but we
also spent $34 for a brunch that turned out to be worse than the free hotel breakfast and the kicker
was, there was no food left when we arrived. Returned to the hotel and expressed disappointment that
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this trip was not going well for us.
In the afternoon, our guys, led by Kirk, started a quest to start the Z06. Having been a flight mechanic
and pilot, Kirk started at one end and traced connections to the other. He was convinced it was a
negative-ground problem. He found one of my battery terminals was damaged and when he moved
various connections, cleaned and re-installed relays…the car started….over and over. It looked like it
was fixed….at least temporarily. Kirk said he made up his mind that, there was no way that Renee
and I were going home. Sunday afternoon, I contacted my daughter and asked her to call her college
roommate and ask her to call her brother, Steve Letarte, who was Dale Earnhardt, Jr.’s crew chief.
She did, and we had arranged for a private tour through the entire Hendricks Racing facility, for six
people in the CCA group, scheduled for Monday.
The day concluded with a hotel dinner for the caravan members. Dinner was a total experience in exercise (by standing in lines for over an hour) and having food that was mediocre. The good news is we
met some folks that were exceptional and made some real friends.
Monday, August 25
For whatever reason, the Caravan planned for a free day in Charlotte. However, I met the CCA members going on the Hendricks Tour, including Jon and Evelyn, and scheduled a departure for 10:00AM.
When we met, Ron informed me that Jon had taken Evelyn to the ER for a sudden onset of abdominal
pain. The rest of us went to Hendricks and met Steve Letarte. He talked with us for 15 or 20 minutes
and explained that he could take us, personally, but arranged for a professional guide to provide us a
complete inside tour of the Hendricks facility. It was amazing. We spent a couple of hours seeing, in
detail, the body assembly shops, the engine CNC facility, where every component of the engines is
manufactured, assembled and tested, the paint and body repair shop, and the final assembly shop. The
controls imposed by NASCAR make these cars essentially “Spec” cars and the teams are not permitted to do track analysis during testing. We were told that Hendricks does 3D scanning of the various
tracks when testing is not being performed, and the computer analysis and reconstruction allows the
engineers to determine the proper suspension modifications. This operation, from beginning to end, is
hugely high tech, but then again, it is hugely profitable. It was a wake-up call for all attendees.
Tuesday, August 26
Off on the second leg to Bowling Green, with a very large Caravan. First stop was Dale Earnhardt
Chevrolet in Newton, NC. This dealership amazed me in that it was a small, very mom & pop, facility. We had other cars that joined us there and drove on to the Biltmore Estates, where we had a good
lunch at the Deer Park Inn. The day of driving concluded at Sevierville, TN where we had another
moderate dinner at the Hampton Inn.
Wednesday, August 27
The cars departed from the staging area at Sevierville, TN at about 8AM with the next stop planned
for Columbia, KY. This was a huge assortment of cars from various locations. Upon arrival, we all
were directed to parking in a Walmart lot and there was nothing to see but Corvettes from end-to-end.
Unfortunately, the Caravan plan was to stay there for 3 or more hours, and I got impatient. Renee and
I left to check in early at the hotel (the only reservations we could get were 26 miles from the Museum
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at Mammoth Cave Hotel). We went to the Museum to meet Wendell and Stephanie and prep for any
work I needed to do as an Ambassador. Had a light snack at the Museum Café and, fortunately, we
had no further incidents with the car. We retired to our room and got a good night’s sleep.
Thursday and Friday, August 28 & 29
The Museum has changed, remarkably, and I spent time meeting with friends and, finally, seeing the
“sinkhole” in person. The sight, of the beautiful cars I had seen so many times, in a state of destruction, was nauseating. I had been there when many of them were dedicated and had met some of the
original owners who had donated them. All of them, destroyed. In person, the destruction was worse
than photos can portray. Once we left the area, I had to sit down…it was not a good thing to see these
cars in that state. I only had one Corvette that was totally destroyed and seeing these icons in the same
state was a “downer”. Friday AM was a dedication for the NCM Motorsports Park, with One-Acre
Club members given the honor of being the first to drive the course. Since Jon was still in NC with
Evelyn hospitalized, our own Captain Kirk was given his pass, while the winner of the pool, Ray and
his wife, were on the grid. I was there representing the ZR1 Net Registry (thanks to Dave Bright) and
we intended to have a good time. First time around, we were amazed at the track and how perfectly it
was planned and executed. Amazing! Then came our disappointment. Halfway around on the second
lap, we knew the line and planned a bit of fun. We knew the C7R was coming around at speed and
planned for an awakening. However, we STOPPED in mid-track and parked for nearly an hour.
What we did not know was that the actual dedication of the track was taking place for the media while
we were on track and everything had to stop. We were led off the track, to our dismay. Needless to
say, the participants, most of whom had donated $15,000 were left in total disappointment. I did not
understand what happened until the Life Member Dinner that evening, when Wendell offered an apology. What he should have done was rearrange times on-track for us to lap the next day. That did not
happen; since there were so many Caravan participants (Nearly 10,000) who wanted, and paid for,
time to spend with professional drivers on-track. More museum seminars in the afternoon and Renee
and I went to the Life Member dinner. There we met with and discussed the future (and past….Renee
and I are Founding Members) with some of the Hall of Fame recipients. We finished around 10PM
and while driving back to the hotel, I started having A/C problems and gauges showing “zero”. I
knew we were due for more problems.
Saturday, August 30
Many seminars, planned, but, again, the Z06 would not start. Finally, the use of a booster pack allowed the car to start, and we were off to the Museum. Returned to dress for the Hall of Fame dinner
and on my way to the car, I fell and seriously hurt my leg. After attention from an EMT, I was bandaged and hurting. Other than that, all went well. Ray and Joan, Kirk and Suzanne, Renee and I had a
good dinner. However, when we went to drive home, the car was again in no-start mode. We were
joined by Ron, Van, Kirk, some strangers and, finally, Gordon Killebrew (retired from the Corvette
Action Center at the GM Plant). Everyone was finding tools and trying to work on the car. Gordon
and I go way back to the ZR1 days in the early 90’s, and when Renee and I were faced with a no-fix
and sleeping in the car, he and his wife, Chris, offered to take us to his home (and C4 school) in TN to
stay the night. We had a great visit, and when Gordon drove us back to the Museum on Sunday morning, he arranged for me to meet with Paul Koerner, the resident C6 guru. I described the problem to
Paul and he told me that he would meet me at the car at 5PM. Renee and I rented a truck from Enter-
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prise so we could go to and from our hotel (they had no cars left for rental, and Renee needed a stepstool to enter the truck… crazy sight). Met Paul at 5PM. He explained that the C6 electrical system
consisted of multiple modules, some high voltage, some low. They all had to function in a logical order and communications between them were crucial. If one failed, all failed. With the description of
symptoms I provided, Paul concluded that the BCM (Body Control Module) was the culprit and when
he plugged his laptop into the car, the schematic analysis program confirmed it. He zapped the module, cleared the codes, reset it and removed the plug assemblies in the panel under the passenger floormat. He wiped them, and reinserted the plugs (telling me that if I had further problems to repeat unplugging and plugging them in). Paul pressed the start button and it fired up…with no further ado.
Renee and I checked into the Holiday Inn in Bowling Green, returned the truck, had a sigh of relief
and a restful night.
Sunday and Monday, August 31 & September 1
Late breakfast at the Holiday Inn with Kirk, Suzanne and a couple we met , and who helped us with
the car. Off to home, with fingers crossed. Drove into an abominable rain storm in WV (could not
see 20 feet in front of us), so we stopped for the night. No further problems with the Z06 and arrived
mid-afternoon on Monday.

Caravan kick-off breakfast at Sport.

Caravan banner signing at Sport.
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Horrible weather and traffic south on
I-95.

Part of the group stopped to gather
cars before going to Heritage.

Lunch and rest stop at Heritage
Chevrolet in Chester, VA.

The Corvette Courier

September 2014

Page 46

C & Va registration at the event hotel in
Concord, NC

Corvettes lined up to enter Charlotte
Motor Speedway.

Lined up for laps at CMS.
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On the track.

Lunch at the Speedway Club.

Drivers meeting at the Hampton Inn event
hotel at Concord, NC.
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Many of the group toured the Hendrick
Motorsports facility at Concord, NC.

Staging at Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet
before heading to the Biltmore.

On the road !
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Lunch at the Biltmore.

Dinner at the Hampton Inn Sevierville, TN.

Staging for the final run in Columbia, KY.
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Not your average State Police escort
vehicle !

Approaching I-65 and Bowling Green,
KY.

Bowling Green Corvette Assembly
Plant.
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Arrival at the National Corvette Museum.

2015 Stingray Z06 Convertible.

A white Z06 coupe on display on the 22
acre autocross pad at the new MSP.
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Tommy Milner getting ready to take the
C7.R on a few hot laps at the new MSP.

Parade laps on the new track.

One of the eight removed from the
sinkhole.
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A portion of the sinkhole under the
dome.

Zora, without him we might
have been driving Buicks.
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CCA patch on display at the NCM.

It’s great to see a full house
at the NCM !

The Corvette Store was doing lots of
business too.
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the first
club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a subsequent
meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of America since
it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club of
America took the first steps toward forming a national organization by laying the ground work for
the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a group
which now includes 275 clubs with more than
17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the largest
non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organization in
the United States. The Corvette Club of America is
a proud member of the East Region of the NCCC.
As one of the founding clubs of the National
Council of Corvette Clubs, the CCA is honored to
have been assigned club number 1 in the organization.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Member-at-Large

Jim Parisi
Rick Roe
John Durscher
Nita Armstrong
Ron Hamrah
Jean Wade
Steve Catlin
Jon Thorn
Rich Taylor

(410)292-8722
(410)960-1368
(443)745-1993
(443)852-1922
(202)630-8318
(301)253-6074
(703)220-1136
(301)963-4864
(240)460-9797

Non Board Member Positions
NCM Ambassador
Mkt & Promotions
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Courier Editor

Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Jim Streight
(301)785-9024
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

September 9th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:

September 22nd
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and
preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions.

Contact:
Michael Milan
301-946-1116
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

