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The President’s Corner - Jim Parisi 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

The year is starting out great. 

The Awards Party at the Golden Bull was excellent. Everyone said the place was great, the food, and of 

course the people. I would like to thank all the people who put this together. It is not just one person, but a 

group. Rich Taylor was the host and did an outstanding job. Randy Chiswell won the set of tires and re-

ceived the certificate to present to Paul at Radial Tire who donated the tires to the club. Thank you Paul. Lee 

Shirley from Sport Chevrolet our proud sponsor also donated many prizes. Check out their new ad featuring 

The Corvette Club Of America. 

Many new Corvettes being purchased; and Dave and Darlene Tenn have the latest one, a silver 3LT coupe. 

Nice car! 

The Valentines Cruise at Mike's Crab House was a very enjoyable way to break up the middle of winter. All 

the members had a good time and the weather held up. The chocolate strawberries were a big hit again and 
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the food was also good as always . 

The Grand Prix of Go Karting is on the 22nd of  February. This is a fun event for everyone and Pat 

Roney will be the go to guy for this event so sign up and get ready to roll. Pat Roney will be available 

for any and all questions. There are many female drivers signed up this time so be prepared to get chal-

lenged. I can't wait. “Go Daddy!!“ 

The autocross events will also begin in March with our new chairperson Steve Catlin. 

I am looking forward to the upcoming car show this spring on June 1st. There will be more vendors and 

more cars. The Wounded Warriors will also return. 

Here is a picture from the Awards Dinner. There are more later in this month’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

It’s all about cars and people sharing their 
passions. 
 
Jim Parisi 
 
CCA President 
 

jp71234@gmail.com 
 
(410) 292-8722 

mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New Members       Sponsor 
Mark & Shunko Polansky West River, Md. 2010 Jet Stream Blue Conv. Jim Parisi 

Halie Washington  Capital Heights 2014 C7 Night Race Blue SPORT 

Robert Tobin   Hagerstown  2014 C7   SPORT 

 

New Stingray C7 rides for 2014 and they just love every minute of it.  
Dr. Dick & Eve Thompson  Black  

Dave & Darlene Tenn  Silver Blade Metallic   

 

Members please let me know when you have a new e-mail address, home address, phone, and new rides. 

We like to keep our membership information up to date. 301-253-6074 or vettehon@aol.com.  

 

Every member should have a new punched 2014 membership card now. If not contact me ASAP.  

 

NCCC Questions to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts can be ordered through our club web site. 

www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA wine glasses. $5 each I still have some left.  Let me know and I’ll bring to an event or the meeting. 

 

CCA events coming up 

 

Feb. 11th Membership & Board meeting 7:30 Golden Bull Gaith. Md. 

Special guest speakers from Hospice Caring, and Friends of Wells Robertson House. 

Feb. 22nd Karting event at Allsport Grand Prix. See flyer in newsletter 

Feb. 25th Shop Night Sport Chevrolet 6:30-9pm 

 

Save the date: 

March 29th - March 30th First autocross school and race weekend of the season. 

April 5th Flying Dog Brewery, Frederick, Md.  Brewery tour and tasting.  Details to follow. 

June 1st CCA Annual Car Show at Sport. Not too early to volunteer. See Nita. 

June 7th Skyline Corvettes 50th Anniversary Celebration. See flyer later in this issue. 

Sat. Aug. 9th 25th Annual all Corvette cruise-in Sudley Town Plaza 1187 Sudley Rd. Manassas, Va. 

For more events visit our website. For a complete list click on Calendar. 

 

We are off to a new year and this is the best time if you want to sponsor an event or have an idea where 

we can cruise in our Corvettes contact me. 

 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com   

mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

Our big news this month is the establishment of The Dick Thompson Award which was announced at the 

Annual Awards Dinner at the end of January.  For those of you who missed the dinner, I have included an 

article on the award beginning on page 14 in this issue.  The idea for the award came from Tom and Nita 

Armstrong and we are fortunate to have enthusiastic support for it from Dr. Dick and Eve Thompson.  

The intent of the award is to grow the level of competitive activities within the CCA through the estab-

lishment of a very special perpetual trophy recognizing both Corvette and the competitive spirit.  

 

Speaking of Dick Thompson, how about this great picture that Eve sent me this month? And you don’t 

have to guess who has a new Stingray!  I am so jealous!  But even more than that I want to take a little 

space here to thank the Thompsons for their continuing support of the CCA.  Personally, Evelyn and I 

consider ourselves very fortunate to have been able to spend an afternoon with them at their home in Flor-

ida after the 2012 60th Anniversary race at Sebring. And the club is very fortunate to have them as our 

only honorary members. I know I speak for the whole club when I say that we sincerely appreciate having 

them as members. 

 

The rest of my Ramblings for this month will be a reminder about three upcoming events that I hope will 

make it onto all your calendars.   
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First, we have our annual karting event coming up on February 22nd at Allsport Grand Prix.  You’ll 

find more information on it on page 9.  This is always a lot of fun and gives us a great way to keep the 

competitive juices flowing in the middle of winter.  If you have never done this before, check out the 

March issues of The Corvette Courier for the past couple of years.  Back issues are available on the 

club’s website http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/ by clicking on the newsletter button.  If you can 

attend, please contact Pat Roney at proney42@verizon.net . 

 

Another event that you should consider getting on the calendar is on June 7th.  Skyline Corvettes is 

celebrating their 50th Anniversary. You’ll find an invitation and information on the event starting on 

page 18 in this issue.  It would be nice to have a strong turnout from the CCA to help a fellow club 

celebrate this major anniversary. It also reminds me that we are only two years away from having our 

60th Anniversary celebration. Perhaps the Board should start thinking about it <g>! 

 

My final comments this month are on the NCM celebration in August. You have heard a lot about the 

2014 Caravan from Ron Hamrah and others (including me).  The event itself is much more than just a 

caravan to Bowling Green that only happens every five years.  It is also the 20th Anniversary Celebra-

tion of the NCM itself. There will be a lot of events going on at the same time. While we have focused 

on the caravan because Ron is the Mid-Atlantic Caravan Captain, we also should touch on what else 

will be happening in addition to trying to get thousands of Corvettes into Bowling Green.  The cele-

bration will include the grand opening of the Motorsports Park and now there is even talk of having 

parade laps on the track. It will be fun to see but I’m still not sure how they will be able to get every-

one out on the track that wants to run a parade lap because there will be at least 5000 Corvettes in 

town. Time will tell on that. If we can get you on the track we will, I promise. Other events include a 

Lifetime/VIP dinner, 10, 15, and 20 year membership recognition and an Ambassador Luncheon.  

Also a major event will be the Hall of Fame Induction and banquet for John Heinricy, Jerry Burton, 

and Dave MacDonald. There will also be a variety of presentations and seminars, raffles, and the an-

nual open Membership meeting of the NCM. Our group led by Ron Hamrah will be staying in the 

park hotel at Mammoth Cave which has a lot of advantages. If you would like to participate in this 

rare opportunity please contact Ron Hamrah immediately. This is a true bucket list event and you owe 

it to yourself to join in with those of us that are going. Think of the memories! And contact Ron today. 

 

Jon Thorn 

CCA Courier Editor 

jthorn44@msn.com 

(301) 963-4864 

  

http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:proney42@verizon.net
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Competition Chair— Stephen Catlin 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 
 

 

 

 

 

Still not much racing action to report in February.  However, the season is rapidly approaching so 

you may want to start planning.  The following is a tentative schedule of HPDE and Autocross 

events so far that was compiled by Pat Roney.   

2014 HPDE & AUTOCROSS TRACK SCHEDULE 

DATE TRACK ORGANIZATION SIGN UP 

OPENING 

DATE 

  ~COST*   

03/07/2014 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

03/08-9/14 VIR FULL CHIN OPEN NOW   $599+ 

$75 INST 

  

3/15-16/14 SP MAIN SCCA-DC ~2/10/14   $275/DY   

3/21/2014 VIR FULL NASA-MA: TT &  INST CL OPEN NOW   $199   

3/22-23/14 VIR FULL NASA-MA OPEN NOW   $407   

03/28/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

03/30/14 AUTOX CCA @ LINCOLN TECH         

4/14-15/14 SEBRING NCM OPEN NOW   $525   
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 DATE TRACK ORGANIZATION SIGN UP 

OPENING 

DATE 

  ~COST*   

04/19/14 SP JC SCCA:  INST CL & PDX ADV ~03/17/14   TBD   

04/25/14 SP MAIN BSR SEAT TIME         

4/26-27/14 SP MAIN NASA-MA OPEN NOW   $407   

05/02/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

5/02/2014 VIR FULL NASA-MA: TT & INST CLINIC OPEN NOW   $199   

05/03/14 AUTOX CCA @ LINCOLN TECH         

5/3-4/2014 VIR FULL NASA-MA OPEN NOW   $407   

5/17-18/14 SP SC TRACKDAZE OPEN NOW   $410   

5/19-20/14 THE GLEN CHIN TBD   TBD   

5/31&6/1 VIR FULL TRACKDAZE OPEN NOW   $450   

06/06/14 SP MAIN NASA-MA: TT &  INST CL TBD   TBD   

6/07-08/14 SP MAIN NASA-MA: HYPERFEST TBD   TBD   

6/21-22/14 NJMP LGHT TRACKDAZE OPEN NOW   $450   

6/25-26/14 VIR FULL CHIN TBD   TBD   

06/28/14 SP JC BSR SATT         

6/30-7/1 VIR FULL NCM OPEN NOW   $525   

7/12-13/14 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE OPEN NOW   $450   

07/18/14 VIR MAIN NASA-MA: TT &  INST CL TBD   TBD   

7/19-20/14 VIR MAIN NASA-MA TBD   TBD   

7/19-20/14 SP SC SCCA-DC ~6/16/14   $275/DY   

07/25/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

08/15/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

8/16-17/14 SP MAIN NASA-MA TBD   TBD   

8/25-26/14 SP MAIN NCM OPEN NOW   $525?   

8/25-26/14 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE 06/01/14   TBD   

8/29/14 ROAD ATL NASA-MA: TT &  INST CL TBD   TBD   

8/30-31/14 ROAD ATL NASA-MA TBD   TBD   

9/01-02/14 THE GLEN CHIN TBD   TBD   

9/06-07/14 SP JC TRACKDAZE 6/2/14   TBD   

09/12/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

09/13-14 SP MAIN SCCA ~8/11/14   $275/DY   

09/21/14 AUTOX CCA @ LINCOLN TECH         

10/03/14 VIR MAIN NASA-MA: TT & INST CL TBD   TBD   

10/4-5/14 VIR MAIN NASA-MA TBD   TBD   
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*Pricing is my best guess.  TrackDaze offers $35 discount for early sign up and an additional 10% dis-

count if you sign up for 4 events at a time. 

 

Register early as these events fill up quickly, especially in the Novice groups. 

 

Please check the website calendar often as it will change as the season goes on. 

 

SP=Summit Point, SC=Shenandoah circuit, JC=Jefferson Circuit, F(S)ATT=Friday(Saturday)At The 

Track. 

 

BSR FATT schedule will be added sometime in February. 

 

GREEN= already signed up. 

 

YELLOW= planning to sign up. 

 

RED= don’t plan to attend. 

 

For those of you who can't wait until March, I remind you that the Corvette Club of America's Winter 

Karting event is on the 22nd of February.  The full flyer for this event is provided below with details. 

DATE TRACK ORGANIZATION SIGN UP 

OPENING 

DATE 

  ~COST*   

10/4-5/14 SP SC TRACKDAZE 06/01/14       

10/10/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

10/19/14 AUTOX CCA @ LINCOLN TECH         

10/26-27 VIR CHIN TBD   TBD   

11/07/14 SP MAIN BSR FATT         

11/8-9/14 SP MAIN NASA-MA TBD   TBD   

11/10/14 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE 06/01/14   TBD   

11/11/14 VIR GRAND TRACKDAZE 06/01/14   TBD   
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THE CORVETTE CLUB OF AMERICA INVITES YOU TO THE 5th ANNUAL 

WINTER KARTING EVENT TO GET READY FOR RACING SEASON 

2/22/2014 noon at Allsports Grand Prix, Dulles, Virginia. 

The Corvette Club of America would like to invite all race enthusiasts to a Karting event at Allsports 

Grand Prix in Dulles, Virginia on Saturday, February 22th starting at noon. This is an event we started 

several years ago and is being brought back again this year by popular demand.  Spouses and young 

adults with a valid driver's license are welcome to participate in this event.  We are planning on having 

both Micro Grand Prix and Arrive and Drive sessions.  There are a limited amount of spots available 

so please sign up as soon as possible.  

Please respond to proney42@verizon.net to let me know if you are interested and which event you are 

interested in from the following list:  

ARRIVE AND DRIVE – 8 minute session on the track. $24.50 for 1st session and $18.50 for any 

additional races.  

MINI GRAND PRIX – 10 lap qualifier and a 25 lap race for $50. 

Allsports Grand Prix 

45915 Maries Road #170 

Dulles, Virginia 20166 

Ph. 570-434-9566 

info@allsportsgp.com 

 

Thanks for your interest,  

Pat Roney 

mailto:info@allsportsgp.com
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Stephen Catlin 

CCA Competition Director 

scatlin@riplo.com 

(703) 220-1136 

Next month I will hopefully have some racing action to report, also an update with more details about 

the new Dick Thompson Award the club will be presenting.  Be sure to see the article on the award 

later in this issue. 

mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org  

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

No Corvettes on the Telluride summit at 12,570 feet ….. 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

JOIN WITH 12,000 OF YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS on the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the Na-

tional Corvette Museum in August 2014.  Corvette Clubs will caravan from all over the USA to Bowl-

ing Green, KY for an agenda packed with technical seminars, social functions, plant tours, museum 

events and much more.  See the VIDEO at www.corvettecaravan.com. 

 

DON’T MISS THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENT OF THE DECADE 

Among the many dimensions of this event, we will run track laps on the Charlotte Motor Speedway 

track, have lunch at the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC and join 12,000 Corvette enthusiasts in Bowl-

ing Green, KY. 

 

Block your calendar, reserve your hotel rooms and join us as the Corvette Club of America leads this 

MULTI-CLUB MID-ATLANTIC CARAVAN.  We will travel with more than 200 caravaners from 

clubs in PA, WV, DE, DC, MD, VA, NC and SC.  Check it out and REGISTER NOW at BOTH http://

www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/ and http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/

celebration/20info.shtml  If you have any questions, email or call me. Follow the instructions for reserv-

ing your hotel rooms.  Bowling Green area lodging for August 27 – 31 is at the Mammoth Cave Hotel 

and Resort http://mammothcavehotel.com/mammoth-cave-hotel/  30 mile drive to the NCM, two double 

beds at rate of $104.40 per night, tax included. Three on-site restaurants are available. 

 

Call the Mammoth Cave Hotel at 270-758-2225 and ask for Lisa and the August Mid-Atlantic Caravan 

rooms blocked by Ron Hamrah. 

 

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

mailto:usc1@ieee.org
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://mammothcavehotel.com/mammoth-cave-hotel/
tel:270-758-2225
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
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NEW  NCCC  NATION-WIDE  TRAVEL  SUPPORT 

NCCC has a cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs who have 

volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member needs sup-

port while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory. 

 

I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their 

Point Of Contact (POC) information.  The only obligation is to provide your phone and email infor-

mation, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance. 

 

Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like 

the reference list. 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

 

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE… There is a new App that will handle classified ads 

better than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 

Due to the lull in East Region club activities during the winter, this section will resume in the March 

2014 newsletter. 

http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/mimauction/info.shtml
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The Dick Thompson Award 

By, Jon Thorn 

At the CCA Annual Awards Dinner Tom and Nita Armstrong announced that the club will establish a 

perpetual award in the name of Dr. Dick Thompson to promote competitive motorsports activity 

within the Corvette Club of America. A majority of the club attended the dinner but I also want to in-

clude the announcement here for the benefit of those that may have missed the dinner. Tom and Nita 

will be the chairpersons administering the award.  The award will be presented on an annual basis to 

the CCA member receiving the most National Council of Corvette Clubs points for the year in the ar-

eas of autocross, drag racing, and high speed events.  A candidate for the award must be both a mem-

ber of the CCA and a NCCC ER-001 member.  Point standings will be obtained and verified by the 

CCA NCCC Governor. 

The intent of the award is to both encourage and reward participation in competitive motorsports 

events sanctioned by the NCCC.  Furthermore, it is hoped that the award will contribute to increased 

membership in the CCA and NCCC by raising the quantity and quality of competition within the club.  

We intend to broadly announce the establishment of the award so there is an opportunity to attract new 

members interested in competitive events.   

We will place additional emphasis and publicity on competitive events. However, it will not be at the 

expense of the other charitable and social activities of the club. We need to be clear that the CCA is 

not just becoming a point chasing club. Ron Hamrah, Terry Popkin, and I will also be helping Tom 

and Nita administer the award. 

For the benefit of our newer members who may not be familiar with Dick Thompson here is some 

background. The Corvette Club of America, Inc. is proud to count Dick Thompson as a member and 

we are proud to have his endorsement of this award. This summary from his induction into the Na-

tional Corvette Museum Hall of Fame in 2000 provides a brief view of his accomplishments. “Dick 

Thompson, a dentist by trade, started racing in 1956 with the support of Zora Arkus-Duntov. Thomp-

son won numerous races in the late 50's and 60's, and took the SCCA championship in 1956, 1957, 

1960, 1961 and 1962 in Classes A, B and C. In 1963, he won at Watkins Glen driving a Cor-

vette Grand Sport, and was class winner at Sebring in 1957. He also took third place at Daytona in 

1963, and took the win in 1970 in the GT class. Thompson used his knowledge of the Corvette to write 

"The Corvette Guide" in 1958. Thompson was distinguished as "The Flying Dentist", and he brought 

credibility to the Corvette as a world class sports car.”  More recently, in 2013, he was inducted into 

the Le Mans Hall of Fame by the ACO. 

Thanks to the support of Dick and Eve Thompson, we plan to establish a perpetual award.  There will 

be a permanent trophy remaining with the club and an individual trophy that will be presented to the 

winner each year.  

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/library-archives/hof/thompson.shtml
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/library-archives/hof/thompson.shtml
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The trophies are still being developed at this point.  

The plan is to have the individual trophy be a plaque 

with the name of the recipient and the year of the 

award on it.  The plaque will contain a brass etching of 

Dick Thompson as part of the design and we expect to 

use this image at the right. 

 

The perpetual trophy will be located in the display 

area at our sponsor, Sport Chevrolet.  It too is in the 

process of being designed but the thought currently is 

that it will consist of a plaque with Dick’s image, as 

above, and space for plates with the name and year of 

each winner. In front of the perpetual plaque will be a 

shelf containing a trophy “the punch bowl” which 

was presented to Dick Thompson in 1957.  Here on 

the right is a picture of the bowl before being cleaned/

re-silvered. The back side of the silver bowl is en-

graved “presented by Robert M Rosenthal”. The front 

side of the bowl is engraved as follows: 

Sports Car Club of America 

Washington Region 

Pot Hunters Trophy Race 

Overall Winner 

1957 

 

This bowl is being presented to the club by Dick Thompson to support the establishment of the club’s 

award.  It is a very important trophy historically and the club is honored to receive it.  The trophy was 

presented to him at the first national competition held by the Washington DC Region of the SCCA at 

Marlboro Raceway in 1957.  Unlike many trophies, we are very fortunate to have the full story behind 

it because this event was covered by Sports Illustrated at the time.  Included here is a reprint of the 

article.  

 

Sports Illustrated – July 29, 1957 

 

The Lavender Mob 
 

In sports racing that means the Washington leadfoots who like to win trophies, and do so with 

some frequency. 

 

By, Kenneth Rudeen 

 

Lavender is a color that is not ordinarily associated with adventure and speed. With Easter eggs and 

bonnets, yes. With sports car racing, no. Well, around Washington, D.C. you'd better smile when you 

say that, for lavender is the rallying color of one of the most successful and resourceful sports car or-

ganizations in the country. When the Washington region of the Sports Car Club of America ran off its 

inaugural national race meeting the other day at the new Marlboro Motor Raceway, lavender was, in 
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fact, the color of the day. 

 

Why lavender? Three years ago, when some of the Washington lads zipped around the Cumberland, 

Md. course with their usual zeal, a race official rapped their hands verbally in an article for the SCCA 

magazine, Sports Car. The official, the well-known Anglo-American racing driver Dr. M.R.J. Wyllie, 

characterized "five percent of the entrants" as "egregiously unsporting pothunters," i.e., overeager tro-

phy seekers, and suggested that their brand of racing was more attuned to the Indianapolis "500." At 

the same time, the Alec Guinness film, The Lavender Hill Mob, was playing in Washington. The link 

between trophy hunters and an engaging pack of British thieves may be a bit tenuous, but the boys 

from Washington found it, nevertheless. They formed The Lavender Hill Mob Racing Association, 

adopted lavender as their battle color and went off pothunting with a new esprit. 

 

Early in 1955 The Mob opened a 7/10th-mile race course on U.S. 301 near Upper Marlboro, Md. - 

only 15 miles east of Washington. The Mob realized it could not obtain a national race day with so 

short a course, so last winter it began to solicit financial help for expansion. More taxing than financial 

ways and means was the problem of squeezing a road course of satisfactory length into a tiny plot of 

28 acres. The old course was modified and extended into a twisty, 1.9-mile layout with seven turns 

and a tricky chicane. 

 

Already accustomed to filling a little with a lot, The Mob crammed 11 races into the one-day national 

SCCA program and challenged the rest of the country to come a-trophy hunting." We feel," said 

Robert J. McKinsey, a Washington lawyer, head of the 500-member Washington SCCA region and a 

founder of The Mob, "that if you can handle this course, you can handle anything, and we think we 

have, overall, the best drivers in the SCCA." 

 

A WARM, WET DAY 

 

On race day, hot, humid air lay heavy over the raceway. The cars and trappings of 118 drivers jammed 

the infield. In the stands, 6,000 spectators perspired patiently. They were to see some of the liveliest 

dicing of the sports car year as Charlie Wallace, a Washington hair stylist, started things handsomely 

for The Mob, poking the lavender fenders of his Porsche Spyder ahead of the Porsche driven by a 

newcomer who is going places, Bob Holbert of Warrington, Pa. Washington's Richard Nash kept the 

lavender aloft with Porsche victories in the second and seventh races; the Washington dentist, Dick 

Thompson, extended the lease on his reputation as the nation's best Corvette driver by dominat-

ing the fourth and ninth events; and Wallace finished second in an electrifying Porsche duel with 

the talented Holbert in the sixth race. 

 

It wasn't The Mob's day altogether, though. New Jersey's Walt Hansgen, whose heavy foot and in-

creasing security have hurtled him to a place among the top U.S. drivers, thumped his opposition in a 

10-lap preliminary and in the featured 25-lap closer. 

 

Each race course has a character of its own; Marlboro, with its excellent visibility, is likely to become 

known as a spectator's rather than driver's course. For the driver, the high quotient of gearshifting 

and braking tends to be tiring -"like beating each other with short sticks," as Carroll Shelby, 

whose Maserati was dogged by mechanical trouble, put it. 

 

All in all, though, it was a big day for The Mob. "It's embarrassing," said Bob McKinsey, trying hard 
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to look embarrassed, "how many trophies are staying right here." 

 

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1133363/index.htm 

 

The article above explains the term “Pot Hunter” which appears on the trophy. It also provides a full 

report on the history of the event and we plan to include it along with additional articles on Dick 

Thompson and the development of the award in a binder that will be on display at Sport Chevrolet.  

We will also include a short biography in the binder for each winner of the award as is commonly 

done at other Halls of Fame.  

 

Significance of the Trophy – 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Dick and Eve Thompson we will be able to display the overall winner’s 

trophy for the Pot Hunter’s Race presented to him July 14, 1957 at the very first national SCCA event 

held at Marlboro Raceway.  This was just three days short of a year after the CCA was founded.  Even 

more significant is the fact that it was truly amateur racing in those days just as we are doing amateur 

competitive events today. This award gives us a link between our current day competitive events and 

the early days of the SCCA WDC Region. The CCA is proud to have “the punch bowl” and we hope 

that it will provide the incentive to grow a modern day crop of Pot Hunters.  
 
Stay tuned for more information on The Dick Thompson award from Tom and Nita.  But we wanted 

you to know about the award before the NCCC competitive event season begins.  Perhaps it will be 

you with your name on the plaque at next year’s Annual Award Dinner. 

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1133363/index.htm


 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2014    Page 18 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2014    Page 19 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2014    Page 20 

 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2014    Page 21 

Corvette Club of America 

Annual Awards Dinner 
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Valentine’s Corvette Cruise 

Mike’s Crab House 
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Corvette C6 base OEM rotors, front & rear, Used 

 
These rotors have less than 1,274 miles of street use only on them and are in 
good shape. 
 
$ 180.00 
 

Contact:  Pat Roney, proney42@verizon.net 

mailto:proney42@verizon.net
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C5 Z06 Custom Covered Sport Seats 

For Sale one pair of custom covered Z06 Sport Seats. These are from my 2003 Z06. I have upgraded to 

Carrivagio Race Seats. I had these seats recovered by Al Knoch with 100% custom leather in a sport 

seat configuration so that they worked with my racing harnesses. The driver's seat does not have the 

seat mounting bracket as I needed to keep it to mount my new seat. The passenger has the mounting 

bracket with slider. Asking for $300.00 plus shipping OBO. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Rich Taylor 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

301-240-6401 (Work) 

240-460-9797 (Cell) 
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Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 

first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the 

club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was considered. At a 

subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the Corvette Club of 

America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club 

of America took the first steps toward forming a 

national organization by laying the ground work 

for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a 

group which now includes 275 clubs with more 

than 17,500 members. Today the NCCC is the 

largest non-profit, all volunteer Corvette organi-

zation in the United States. The Corvette Club of 

America is a proud member of the East Region 

of the NCCC. As one of the founding clubs of 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs, the 

CCA is honored to have been assigned club 

number 1 in the organization. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Vice President  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Secretary  John Durscher (443)745-1993        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)630-8318 
Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Steve Catlin (703)220-1136 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight (301)785-9024 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:durscher@verizon.net
mailto:nita_s_armstrong@yahoo.com
mailto:usc1@ieee.org
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:scatlin@riplo.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
mailto:tpopkin@mac.com
mailto:jim@greatbeginnings.com
mailto:the_eagle_man@verizon.net
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
mailto:jthorn44@msn.com
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

    March 11th
 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

 February 25th
 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

est
 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

