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The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

This will be my last newsletter article as your President. Jim Parisi will be taking over as President of the 

Corvette Club of America in 2014. There’s no need to say goodbye however, as I will still be as active as 

ever in organizing club events and activities. The last two years have seen the club grow its relationship 

with the National Corvette Museum, becoming a member of the One Acre Club by donating the cost of 

more than one acre of land for building the new Motorsports Park. We also increased our autocross events, 

added an autocross primer class and expanded our autocross participants to include a large variety of non-

Corvettes. We cemented our relationship with Lincoln Technical Institute by supporting their recruiting 

efforts and helping them to raise money for their charity. We expanded our participation in their annual car 

show and have won the Best Club Participation trophy for the past three years. 

  

Member participation in road course events has grown from a handful of members to upward of 20 mem-

bers who have participated in HPDE events. Our annual picnic has been re-established and our annual car 

show has set new records for participation. Our lunch cruises and wine tasting tours are going strong and 

will continue in the new year. And don’t forget our charitable contributions to Wells Robertson House, 

Hospice Caring and the University of Maryland (U of M) Engineering School. I attended the University of 

Maryland Donor Appreciation Lunch with Jean Wade and Jim Parisi last month and met the current stu-

dent who is benefiting from our club’s scholarship fund. His name is Eric LaRoche and he is studying to be 
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an Aerodynamic Engineer. He is part of the U of M race team that has designed and raced a car in 

competition with other universities. Eric is very appreciative of our support and sends his thanks to 

you all. Below is a picture of Eric and your three CCA Officers and a picture of their race car. Eric 

had a part in developing the aerodynamics package including the large double wing on the rear. 

As you can see, your club is very active in both the local and Corvette communities. This year we also 

put on Teen Driver Instructors training at Lincoln Tech and supported several of the Northern Virginia 

Corvette Club’s Teen Driving Schools. We are currently looking into working with the National Cor-



Keep the wheels turning and 

don’t forget to shift gears. 

Rich Taylor 

 

CCA President 

 

ritaylorz06@gmail.com 

 

240-460-9797 
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vette Museum and Tire Rack to conduct local teen driving schools. Stay tuned for more information on 

this topic and on how you can help to support these events. 

 

So, here are our December and January activities. On Sunday, December 15th at 1:00 P.M. we will 

gather at Sport Chevrolet to assemble bicycles for the Annual Bikes for Tikes Holiday Party sponsored 

by Sport. On Friday, December 20th at 6:00 P.M. we will attend the Holiday Party and assist with the 

bicycle giveaway. CCA will again buy the helmets that will be given away with each bike.  Joe and 

Angie Vaeth will again host a New Year’s Eve party on December 31st at their home. All club members 

are invited. The year 2014 will start out as usual with our Annual Awards Dinner which will be held on 

January 25th at the Golden Bull Restaurant in Gaithersburg. If you haven’t sent your payment and menu 

selections yet, please see Jean’s Membership article this month and contact her before the January 13 th 

deadline.  

 

We have completed our draft schedule of events for next year and these must now be coordinated with 

the events being planned by the other NCCC Corvette clubs in the East Region.  

 

We have many new members and I’d like to welcome them all and remind you that there is no better 

way to get to know your fellow club members than to participate in our great events. Better yet you can 

volunteer to coordinate an event that is of interest to you. Please contact me directly to express your 

opinions about our club and its activities and to let me know what your interests are and what Corvette 

activities excite you. I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and 

communications whether physical or virtual. Join us at our monthly business meetings the second 

Tuesday of each month at The Golden Bull in Gaithersburg and let us know what’s on your mind. You 

may also express your opinions or share information with other members on the CCA Facebook page 

at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421. 

mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  

 
Membership Renewals – If you have not renewed before the cut off date you can still do so with a 

$10 late fee. Single membership would be $65. If adding a spouse in NCCC $75. Check payable to CCA 

Mailed to: 

Jean Wade 

24716 Tandem Dr. 

Damascus, Md. 20872 

 

I will be mailing membership cards to members I have not seen. I’m just waiting for some NCM informa-

tion to include in your envelope. 

 

NCCC Questions to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts can be ordered through our club web site. 

www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA wine glasses. $5 each I still have some left.  

 

CCA events coming up 

 

Dec. 10 Tues  CCA General Meeting 

Dec. 15 Sun.  Assemble Bikes for Tikes at Sport 

Dec. 17 Tues.  Shop Night 

Dec. 20 Fri.  Bikes for Tikes at Sport  

Dec, 31  New Years Eve Party at Joe and Angie’s home 

 Starts at 8pm. bring your own drinks and a dish to share. Lots of fun for all.  

 RSVP to Jean Wade  vettehon@aol.com 

    Joe Vaeth 

    24740 Cutsail Dr. 

    Damascus, Md. 20872 

    301-253-1440 

 

Jan. 25 2014 CCA Winter Dinner Party at Golden Bull. Flyer in newsletter and 

web site. Complete the form and mail to me with your check payable to CCA. $47 

each. 
 

Members if you’d like to host an event please let me know. We have been working on our 2014 events. It 

could be a lunch, dinner outing or whatever you think would be fun. Please give me a call.  
 

 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com  

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
mailto:vettehon@aol.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

The Corvette Club of America had a great year in 2013 and we are set to have an even better one in 2014.  

The year is not quite over though so please be sure to support our last three opportunities for this year: 

assembling bikes at Sport on December 15th at 1PM, the Bikes for Tikes event at Sport in the evening on 

December 20th, and finally the NewYear’s Eve Party at Joe’s home on December 31st.  You’ll find more 

details on Jean’s Membership page. 

  

We had a standing room only crowd at the November Shop Night for our annual calendar planning ses-

sion. The support for this effort was fantastic and just another indication of the overall health of this club.  

The planning is not final so, if you have a suggestion for an event, please contact Jean. 

 

The major cruise event in 2014 will be the August NCM Caravan to Bowling Green combined with the 

20th Anniversary Celebration of the founding of the NCM.  Along with this event will be the ribbon cut-

ting at the opening of the NCM Motorsports Park.  If you are considering joining us on this cruise, the 

time is NOW to contact Ron Hamrah.  Any further delay and the chances of being able to get a hotel room 

will be very slim.  Ron and I have been warning about this since August but you do not want to delay fur-

ther if you wish to be with us for this historic event. 

 

The next time you are at Sport please check out the lunch room where we have the CCA display.  The 

area has been straightened up and the 2012 CCA light pole banner from the NCM has been added to the 

collection.  Here is a picture of the banner at the NCM along with it in our display area at Sport. 
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I hope you all have a safe and fantastic holiday season.  I know that the Board joins me in thanking 

you for all your support and for helping to make the CCA the great club that it is. 

 

Save The Wave !   

 

Jon Thorn,   

CCA Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

 

The competition season ended with HPDE events in Nov.  As you know from last month’s newsletter, 

I will not be continuing as CCA Competition Director.  You will still see me around at our many club 

events though.  I thoroughly enjoyed my time over the last two years.  I would like to thank all of the 

CCA members who volunteered their time and expertise to ensure that our autocross events were a 

success.  Without your participation and support these events could not happen.  I would also like to 

thank everyone who participated in our road course events.  These events are much more fun and you 

learn so much more, when you can go with a group. Congratulations to Steve Catlin, the new Compe-

tition Director.  Steve is new to CCA this year and has been a big supporter and participant in our 

autocross events.  I know Steve will do an excellent job for the club. 

 

We have started planning for next year’s events.  We will start the season off with our annual Go-Kart 

Race on February 22.   More information on this event can be found later in this report.  We have four 

autocross events planned starting in April, including four Autocross Primer classes for beginners.   

 

A big thank you to Pat R. for his articles on the TrackDaze at VIR Grand and Main Courses Novem-

ber 11th & 12th and Don H. debuts at Summit Point Circuit Nov. 23, 2013. 

 

TrackDaze at VIR Grand and Main Courses November 11th & 12th 

 
We had 5 CCA members in our group for this yearly TrackDaze event that allows us to run on both 

the Virginia International Raceway Main Course and also their Grand Course.  This really is a unique 

experience and really keeps you on your toes.  To make it even more interesting, VIR was in the proc-

ess of repaving the pit area so we were gathered outside the pit area on the grassy area just after you 
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cross the bridge into the track area. 

 

Gary N., Bob C., Tom A., John D. and I had a great couple of days on track with some fairly good 

weather and then enjoyed great reminiscing over a few drinks and dinner at the Oak Tree Tavern at 

the race track.  As we were packing up to leave Tuesday evening, after being on track all day, we met 

the next group that had rented the track for the following couple of days.  They were very secretive 

about what they were going to be tracking and who would be driving.  We did notice a big “FORD” 

logo on the side of one of the haulers and figured that they were track testing the new Mustang.  

 

Don H. debuts at Summit Point Circuit Nov. 23, 2013. 

 
During the time I was Competition Chair for CCA and Don was President of the club, he did a lot to 

help get our auto crossing effort off of the ground.  It seems that Don was always organizing and 

working on getting the equipment up to speed and had very little chance to actually get out on the 

course.  Many of us have been trying to pay back Don for all of his efforts and the BSR Instructors 

Appreciation Day seemed like too good an opportunity to pass up. 

 

Don showed up at my house before the sun was up and we proceeded to drive to Summit Point.  After 

some donuts and coffee supplied by BSR, we were ready for our drivers meeting.  Oh, and by the way, 

Don passed on the donuts and instead enjoyed some kind of tofu.  

 

During the day Don had 4 sessions on track and improved each session to where he was laying down 

some pretty impressive laps.  Hopefully Don will write something about how this event has improved 

his driving on the road, as the basics of driving on the course have many things in common with safety 

procedures used on the street. 

Don H. after having had a very successful day on the Summit Point Circuit at the BSR Instructor 

 Appreciation Day. 
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Scott and Tina D. came out to Summit Point to make sure that Don and I were enjoying the day.  

Careful Scott and Tina, that is the way that we all got started. 

 

 

The annual Karting event is coming up sooner than you think. 

Please keep Saturday, February 22nd on your calendar for our annual karting event.  This has become a 

very large event within our club and fun for all.  Lap times from qualification laps will be used to 

group all drivers.  This will assure that you are racing with people of your same skill level, or you may 

choose to be in a non-race group where you just enjoy a session or two on the track.  Either way, 

please come out and join us for this very fun event.  If you are interested please contact 

proney42@verizon.net so that I can put you on the list. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about tracking events, please feel free to let myself, or any one 

of our competition group, know and we will be happy to answer any questions you might have.  If you 

want to exercise your car, please do it on the track as the street is dangerous enough at the speed limit.  

Thanks for reading and have a great holiday. 

 

If you have any suggestions for competition related events please contact me at any time.  Steve Cat-

lin’s contact information will be in next month’s newsletter. 
  

 

Gary Maul 
CCA Competition Director 
gmaul25@gmail.com 
443-517-3710 

mailto:proney42@verizon.net
mailto:Richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
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My First Time On A Road Course 
 

by Don Haller 
 

 

On November 23rd I had an opportunity to finally get out on a road course to see what all the hype was 

that I have been hearing from our “racer” contingency in the club. I’d like to first thank Pat Roney for 

generously inviting me to his Instructor Appreciation Day at Summit Point. The day was really for 

him to have fun driving, and not be instructing another student. However, he put all of that aside to let 

me feel what I had been missing for so long. 

 

Without going into a lengthy description of the whole day, I think I can sum it up in just some simple 

key words or phrases. Here goes…  in semi-order of emotion as it appeared…. apprehension, nervous, 

aggressive, hold on tight, listening, settle out, breath, slow down, smooth, confidence building, grin-

ning, understanding, epiphany, thrilling, more grinning, can I do it again!! 

 

I think a couple of the most important things I learned at the track was humility and the importance of 

letting go of any possible ego and listening to the instructor, communicating with the instructor, in-

cluding listening to his input, and as hard as it can be, reacting to that input as accurately as you can. 

Many of the lessons learned on track will apply to every day driving, like looking ahead and being 

aware of the car and the surrounding environment as you and the car move forward. 

 

A lot went through my mind on that Saturday morning. Although Pat told me our first run was only at 

about 75-80% of what he and the car are capable of, I was white knuckled and really considering opt-

ing out of my turn to drive, which I knew was coming up in less than an hour. After several laps on 

that first session, my nerves calmed down and I began to see the line that Pat was prescribing. I could 

see that with precisely matching speed, braking, where to, and when to turn, the car responded to Pat’s 

inputs with consistency. Now for me to do the same. Each track session I did, got better and better. 

Pat’s just got faster!! 

 

Cars coming from behind, point-bys, slow down, speed up, looking ahead, looking where you want to 

go, watch for flags, apex, brake harder, more gas, smoothly accelerate, lift slower…. These are just a 

few of the hundreds of inputs that were feeding into my brain during any few seconds of driving 

around the course at Summit Point. An amazing amount of situational awareness is required at all 

times. Being able to process that information and get it to the correct muscle group to make changes to 

the car’s attitude is key to successfully and safely navigating the course. By the end of the day my 

confidence level was high, I was driving the line and finally driving the course essentially by myself 

with limited instructional feedback. All I could do was grin and hope I had a few more laps left before 

the checkered flag was deployed and marked that I had won another session at Summit Point!! 

 

Can’t wait until next season. 
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org  

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

            Keep it moving ….. 
 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

JOIN WITH 12,000 OF YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS on the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the Na-

tional Corvette Museum in August 2014.  Corvette Clubs will caravan from all over the USA to Bowl-

ing Green, KY for an agenda packed with technical seminars, social functions, plant tours, museum 

events and much more.  See the VIDEO at www.corvettecaravan.com. 

 

DON’T MISS THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENT OF THE DECADE 

Among the many dimensions of this event, we will run track laps on the Charlotte Motor Speedway 

track, have lunch at the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC and join 12,000 Corvette enthusiasts in Bowl-

ing Green, KY. 

 

Block your calender, reserve your hotel rooms and join us as the Corvette Club of America leads this 

MULTI-CLUB MID-ATLANTIC CARAVAN.  We will travel with more than 200 caravaners from 

clubs in PA, WV, DE, DC, MD, VA, NC and SC.  Check it out and REGISTER NOW at BOTH http://

www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/ and http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/

mailto:usc1@ieee.org
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
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celebration/20info.shtml  If you have any questions, email or call me. 

 

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

 

NEW  NCCC  NATION-WIDE  TRAVEL  SUPPORT 

NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs 

who have volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member 

needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory. 

 

I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their 

Point Of Contact (POC) information.  The only obligation is to provide your phone and email infor-

mation, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance. 

 

Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like 

the reference list. 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

 

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE… There is a new App that will handle classified ads 

better than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 

Due to the lull in East Region club activities during the winter, this section will resume in the March 

2014 newsletter. 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/bash/info.shtml
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/dragonrun/info.shtml
http://corvettemuseum.blogspot.com/2013/12/chevrolet-to-introduce-2015-corvette.html
http://www.motorsportspark.org/donate/
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Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 

first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia.  At that time the 

club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under con-

sideration.  At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the 

Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organiza-

tion. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club 

of America took the first steps toward forming a 

national organization by laying the ground work 

for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a 

group which now includes 262 clubs with more 

than 17,500 members.  The Corvette Club of 

America is a proud member of the East Region 

of the NCCC.  As one of the founding clubs of 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA 

is honored to have been assigned club number 1 

in the organization. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

 

President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Vice President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Secretary  John Durscher (443)745-1993        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)630-8318 
Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Gary Maul (443)517-3710 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Don Haller (443)964-8832 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight (301)785-9024 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 Golden Bull Grand Café 
 7 Dalamar Street 
 Gaithersburg, MD  20877 
 (301) 948-3666 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

    December 10th
 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

 December 17th
 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

est
 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
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Corvette Club of America 

Awards Winter Dinner Party 

Saturday, January 25th 2014 
 

Golden Bull Grand Café 

7 Dalamar St. 

Gaithersburg, Md. 20877 

http://www.golden-bull.com 

301-948-3666 

 

Time  6 pm -10 pm 

 

Open Bar 6 pm -10 pm  

 

Dinner   7:pm  

 

Entrees: Please check one per person:  

  

Angus Filet Mignon   Prime Rib 

 

Salmon     Chicken Parmigiana 

 

Chicken Marsala       Chicken Chardonnay 

 

Includes: Salad bar over 70 items. Vegetables, Coffee, Tea 

 

Choice of Desserts Please check one per person: 

 

Chocolate mousse           Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream 

 

$47.00 per person! 

Mail form & check payable to CCA before Jan 13th 

Please feel free to contact Jean with questions: 
vettehon@aol.com or 301-253-6074 

 

 

http://www.golden-bull.com

