The World’s First Corvette Club
The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor

November 2013

The autumn weather continues to be great and our members continue to have fun with their Corvettes. Our
annual Toys for Tots car show and gathering this past weekend was another winner with everyone enjoying
their cars, the camaraderie of their friends and the food at Hooters in Rockville. In addition the club collected
money and toys to support the Marine’s drive to furnish toys for underprivileged children. I received a certificate from the Marines thanking the club for the great work that we have done in supporting this cause. We
will have this framed and put in our display at Sport Chevrolet.
Several members have been participating in various HPDE events and continue to hone their track skills. See
the Competition section of this newsletter for more details.
As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, it is time for the election of our officers. We had a couple of
members volunteer to hold positions on the Board, but not enough to require us to conduct an election. Since
all Board Members ran unopposed, I don’t have to wait until December to give you the results. So, here they
are:
President – Jim Parisi
Vice President – Rick Roe
Membership Director – Jean Wade
Treasurer – Nita Armstrong
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Competition Director – Stephen Catlin
Secretary – John Durscher
Parliamentarian – Jon Thorn
Newsletter Editor – Jon Thorn
NCCC Governor – Ron Hamrah
NCM Ambassador – Terry Popkin
Member at Large – Rich Taylor
Web Master – Rick Roe
Chairman of Vendor and Club Relations – Van Vanderhaar
Marketing Chairman – Jim Streight
As you can see, there are two members who are serving in two different positions, so if you would like
to help with the running of the club, it’s not too late to step up by letting me know how you would like
to help out.
We will now start the task of planning our event schedule for next year. We could use your ideas for
planning events that are of interest to you. Please plan to attend one of our business meetings to communicate your ideas to us or send them directly to one of the Board Members.
I’d like to welcome all of our new members and remind you that there is no better way to get to know
your fellow club members than to participate in our great events. Better yet you can volunteer to coordinate an event that is of interest to you. Please contact me directly to express your opinions about our
club and its activities and to let me know what your interests are and what Corvette activities excite
you. I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and communications
whether physical or virtual. Join us at our monthly business meetings the second Tuesday of each
month at The Golden Bull in Gaithersburg and let us know what’s on your mind. You may also express
your opinions or share information with other members on the CCA Facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421.

Keep the wheels turning and
don’t forget to shift gears.
Rich Taylor
CCA President
ritaylorz06@gmail.com
240-460-9797
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Membership Director—Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Welcome New Members
Paul & Andriana Quattrociocohi Germantown 2013
Andrew Stephens
Herndon, Va. 2007
Daniel Wilson
Ranson WV. 1970

blue ZR1
black C6
red C

Paul and Andrew found us on our web site and Daniel joined us at Toys for Tots at Hooters. We are
happy they have joined CCA.
We have 176 members in our club and that does not include spouses.
Membership Renewals are coming along nicely online. You can use PayPal or credit card or select check
to renew. If select check you will need to mail a check to my address. Renewals will be due by Nov. 15 th.
Price is the same. Renewals are $55. If you included your spouse in NCCC renewals will be $65.
NCCC Questions to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 usc1@ieee.org
CCA Embroidery Club shirts can be ordered by going to our club web site.
www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
CCA wine glasses. $5 each. I still have some left.

CCA events coming up
Dec 31, 2013 CCA New Year’s party at Joe & Angie’s house. Bring a dish to share and your own
drinks. More details in the December newsletter.
Jan. 25, 2014 CCA Winter Dinner Party Golden Bull. Flyer in newsletter and web site to fill out and mail
to me.
Members if you’d like to host an event please let me know. It could be Lunch, dinner outing or whatever
you think would be fun. Please give me a call.

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com
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The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

Folks,
There is an important way that you can help your club right now. We are going through the annual membership renewal process. You can sign up and pay your dues for 2014 over the web if you wish. If you
have any problems with registration through the web you should contact Jean Wade directly. Contacting
Jean directly will help a lot. The alternative is that the membership committee helping Jean will have to
hunt you down and contact you. We are time constrained on this process because we have to work within
the NCCC schedule. So please give us a hand and make the renewal process go smoothly. Besides having a lot of fun, the Corvette Club of America does a lot to support the local community as well as the
Corvette community nationally. We could not do this without the help of our fantastic membership.
We had a very successful Tenth Annual USMCR Toys For Tots Run on Saturday. You will find a lot of
photographs at the end of this newsletter. Dan Girardi did a great job of organizing this event as always.
He wanted me to pass along the following to you:
Just a note to thank everyone who participated in our 10th Annual USMCR Toys for Tots Run. We
contributed at least 4 boxes of toys & many monetary donations to help children have a Merry
Christmas. For many, this would not have been possible without your generosity.
Congratulations to our 1st place winners: Denise Parsons for her beautiful orange Corvette
picked by the Hooters Girls and Cal Milans for his flawless 1957 Corvette, as well as all our other
winners.
Thanks to the following people for their help:
My daughter Jen & also Chistina for handling registration
My Grandson Jimmy for helping me on the parking lot
Jean Wade-trophies
Rick Roe & Jon Thorn-event promotion
Don Haller-Award announcements
Van Vander Haar-Prizes
Looking forward to another successful event next year.
Dan
Besides membership renewal there are three more important items this month.
First is the Winter Dinner and Awards Evening. This is always a popular event with the club and it is a
great way to break up the winter. It is scheduled for Saturday January 25 th and will be held at the Golden
Bull in Gaithersburg this time. There is a menu selection and details at the end of this newsletter. Please
print a copy and send it to Jean Wade along with your check. We have a larger room this time so there is
more than enough space for the entire club to show up.
The second item is Bikes for Tikes which is coming up in December. We will be assembling bikes on
December 15th and the event is scheduled for the evening of December 19 th. I will have more information
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on this next month but I just wanted to give you a chance to get the dates on your calendar. This is
always a very special event and if you have not participated before I recommend that you consider
joining us this year. Our sponsor, Sport Chevrolet, always puts on a great show and the CCA is proud
to contribute our time and funds to this event.
The third item is that Joe Vaeth told me at the Toys for Tots Run that he is planning on having a
New Years Eve party again this year for the members. It is always a lot of fun. Bring some
change for the slot machine games. An RSVP is not required but I think it would be a good idea
to let him know if you are sure you will be there. I’m not going to put the address here so if you
don’t remember it you’ll need to contact him anyway. He can be reached at 301-253-1440 or
ajvaeth@verizon.net. More news in the December newsletter and see Jean’s article this month.
I’ll close with one last bit of information. If you are on Facebook and are not checking in on what your
club has been doing you are missing a treat. We have a private group that you can find by doing a
search on Corvette Club of America. Request to join and we will be happy to add you. This group is
becoming larger and more active all the time. It is a great way to share information – Corvette and
otherwise - among the members. In addition we have a public page that you can find by doing a
search on Corvette Club of America, Inc. This page is open to the world and we have had multiple
hundreds of people stop by for a look. Several of the members are actively working this page to keep
it fresh and interesting. It is a great way to promote the club. If you are not on Facebook these CCA
features are a good reason to join.
Save the Wave!
Jon Thorn, CCA Corvette Courier Editor
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

We conducted our last autocross primer class and autocross event of the year on Oct 12 and Oct 13.
The weather at Lincoln Technical Institute on Saturday for the autocross primer was a little misty and
mild. This was perfect for the 7 students to learn autocross basics and drive the student course. On
Sunday the weather started out rainy and cool. This kept attendance down a little. As a result we decided to have 4 run sessions in each heat in lieu of our normal 3. We had 24 competitors for the event.
Corvettes accounted for 10 of these with the remaining 14 cars consisting of Mazda Miatas, Chevy
Camero, Porsche Boxter, Nissan 350Z, Civics, Subaru STI, Ford Mustang, Volkswagen GTI, Subaru
Wrx, Volkswagen Passat and a Scion FRS. By lunch time the rain had stopped and the course started
to dry out and times started dropping. Thanks to our Vendor and Club Relations Manager, Van
Vander Haar, for obtaining prizes from CCA club sponsors for this last autocross event. We were able
to provide prizes for the following top times.
Fastest Times of the Day
Men – Steve C. – Zips detail kit
Women – Denise P. – Summit Racing $50 gift certificate
Fastest Corvettes
1st – Steve C. – Pfadt Race Engineering $100 Off Johnny O’Connell Shocks gift certificate
2nd – Gary M. – Pfadt Race Engineering $350 Off Tri-Y Headers gift certificate
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3rd – Tom R. - Pfadt Race Engineering $100 Off Johnny O’Connell Shocks gift certificate
Fastest Non-Corvettes
1st – Jay P. – Summit Racing $50 gift certificate
2nd – Christian Z. – Summit Racing $50 gift certificate
3rd – Pat M. – Racer Parts Warehouse $25 gift certificate
Please enjoy some pictures from the event. The complete set can be viewed on our website at http://
www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/.

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who made this year’s autocross events very successful.
look forward to seeing you at CCA autocross events next year.

I

With the year winding down we only have a couple more road course events scheduled for this year.
I would also like to thank Pat R. for his article on the HPDE’s at VIR and Summit Point.
Fastest Times of the Day Drivers
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You may recognize Tony K. at our CCA October 13th Autocross helping out. Here is a picture of
Tony, with hat on, at the Petite LeMans where he was part of the pit crew for the #3 Corvette. You
also might have seen Tony at any of the Baltimore Grand Prix’s on the pit crew.
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I bet you can’t guess what color Tony’s Corvette might be.
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NASA MA at Virginia International Raceway October 11th thru 13th.
Mike S. and I represented CCA for this great event. I was down on the 11 th to help put on the instructor clinic for NASA, and then to instruct and enjoy some track time over the weekend. Mike competed in the Time Trials and did well.

Mike checking tire pressure just after pulling in from the track.

Mike S. taking some time to give Mike Skeen some driving tips.
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For those that are not familiar with Mike Skeen, he is an American race car driver that cut his teeth
racing karts and progressed through grassroots motorsports to reach the professional level. He now has
victories to his name in the SCCA Pro Racing World Challenge GT Series, Trans-Am, SCORE Baja
1000, NASA, and experience in GRAND-AM and NASCAR. He currently drives the Hawk Performance/CRP Racing Nissan GT-R in World Challenge and is a sought-out professional driving instructor.
Chin Motorsports at Virginia International Raceway October 27 & 28, 2013
We had another great 2 track days at VIR with many laps and sessions on track. The pictures below
show 5 of our 7 members on the way back from VIR. Gary N. and Dan W. left earlier. Our trip down
consisted of 3 enclosed trailers, 1 open trailer and 3 Corvettes driven down to the track.
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Pictured below are Left to right, Pat R, Dan M (potential new member), Bob C., John D., and Vic B.

Photo’s suffered again as we were very busy getting our cars ready for the track and then maintaining
them through the weekend.
Diane D., we need you to come along and take care of the photo duties.
CornerCravers bring Wounded Warriors to the Nov. 2 nd & 3rd NASA HPDE at Summit Point
The Cornercravers, created by CCA’er Gary N. and founded by 6 CCA members including our president Rich T., entertained the Wounded Warriors at Summit Point with some quality track time. The
Wounded Warriors arrived Sunday morning on the Walter Reed Army Hospital bus and after introductions and helmet fittings, hit the track with the Cornercravers. We took these brave soldiers out in
the 2 most advanced track groups to provide them with plenty of stimulation. Four of our CCA’ers
were helping entertain the troups. Tom A. and I were giving rides on the track while Bob C. helped
organize the rides and entertainment. Nita A. provided some great food for the troops and Cornercravers.
Cornercravers is a group of drivers that enjoy tracking their cars on a regular basis and enjoy the company of others with the same desire. All car marques' are welcome.
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Tom A. taking a Wounded Warrior for an exciting ride.

Tom refueling
before
going
back out
on track.

This time we had plenty of photos of the event but found out later that we can not show any pictures
of Wounded Warriors faces.
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More events to come this year.
We still have a few more events this year before we wrap it up. This Sunday, Nov. 10 th, 5 of our
CCA’ers head down to VIR for the TrackDaze event Monday and Tuesday. There is also a Friday At
The Track at Summit Point on Friday, Nov. 15 th that at least a couple of us will be doing and an BSR
Instructor Appreciation Day Nov. 23rd that I will be attending. If you are interested in hearing about
what it is like to exercise your car on track, please feel free to ask, and keep in mind that on the street
you want to hold it to the speed limit and keep the fast driving for the track where it is much safer.

2013 HPDE TRACK SCHEDULE
DATE
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 15

TRACK
VIR FULL HPDE
VIR GRAND HPDE
SP Main

ORGANIZATION
TRACKDAZE
TRACKDAZE
FATT

SIGN UP OPENING DATE
Open Now
Open Now
Open now

COST
$270
$280
$250

GREEN = already signed up. YELLOW = planning to sign up. RED = don’t plan to attend.
If you do both days for the Nov 11 & 12 Trackdaze VIR event the total cost is $420.
Sponsor/Event Links:
Chin – Membership $50/13 months; http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
FATT – Membership not required; http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
NASA – Membership $45/year; http://www.nasaracing.net/
NCM – Membership $50/year; http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2013.shtml
TrackDaze - Membership not required; https://www.trackdaze.com/
SCCA - Membership not required; http://www.scca.com/
We will be working the next year’s competition schedule after the first of the calendar year. We are
always looking for new members to talk to about the fun of tracking your cars. It is much safer than
you might think, with very strict rules on the track and instructors for the novices. Please feel free to
contact me or any of us in our CCA competition group as we love to talk about track time. I look forward to seeing a huge smile on your face at a track event.
Gary Maul
CCA Competition Director
gmaul25@gmail.com
443-517-3710
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NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah

NCCC Report
Points of Contact Listing
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org

NCCC Governor’s Report
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA

FIRST LOVES…..

DON’T MISS THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENT OF THE DECADE
The Corvette Club of America is participating in the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the National Corvette Museum, August 23 – 31, 2014. Corvette Clubs will caravan from all over the USA to Bowling
Green, KY for an agenda packed with technical seminars, social functions, plant tours, museum events
and much more. Block your calendar and join us as CCA leads this MULTI-CLUB MID-ATLANTIC
CARAVAN. We will travel with more than 200 caravaners from clubs in PA, WV, DE, DC, MD, VA,
NC and SC. Check it out and REGISTER NOW at BOTH http://www.corvettecaravan.com/
midatlantic/ and http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
NEW NCCC NATION-WIDE TRAVEL SUPPORT
NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs who
have volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member needs
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support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory.
I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their
Point Of Contact (POC) information. The only obligation is to provide your phone and email information, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance.
Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like
the reference list.

Check out the following informative websites:
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org
Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work
All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette enthusiasm. http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE
There is a new App that will handle classified ads
better than the Forum did. You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items.

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT
If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount
on your service. All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them
you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a
15% discount off your monthly bill. You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount.

The Corvette Courier
NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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Tenth Annual
USMCR Toys For Tots Run
November 9th, 2013
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NCM Motorsports Park
Development Status
by Jon Thorn
There is lots of news this month, both on the construction and the management organization of the
NCM Motorsports Park.
First, the NCM initiated a challenge to help with the paving of the track. What is most significant to
me is that they are only asking for help with a 0.35 mile carousel section of the East Course. This
might mean that they have support for the rest of the track! If you are interested in contributing to the
Motorsports Park in the name of the CCA please contact Jon Thorn. Perhaps we can offer them a few
tons of asphalt for the New Year to go with our One Acre Club Membership. Below is the announcement on the paving challenge.
Paving the Way Challenge
Last week we announced that our “Buy an Acre” campaign for the Motorsports Park had sold out
thanks to enthusiasts like you. That campaign raised over $2.7 million! Now we are offering yet another challenge!
Our successful fundraising efforts have allowed us to commit to building an Autocross/Skid Pad area,
West Road Course and a portion of the East Road Course. Now we are challenging supporters to
complete the paving of the planned East Course. This section includes a fun and challenging carousel
that is .35 miles in length. To complete it we will need 6,822 tons of asphalt which costs $100 a ton.
With a goal of $682,200, we need your help.
Please help us ‘pave the way’ to add a carousel! Tons of asphalt are available for sponsorship at
$100 a ton. Those sponsoring $15,000 worth (150 tons) will be listed on our donor wall at the Motorsports Park under the "Paving the Way" section. Those sponsoring 250 tons or more ($25,000) will
be listed under the "Major Donor" section of the wall. All donors will receive a certificate acknowledging their donation.
NCM MSP General Manager announced
The other important announcement this month is that a General Manager has been appointed to run
the Motorsports Park. The new director is Mitch Wright and he has an outstanding resume. He has
years of experience in track management and is a championship winning race driver, a race car builder
and developer and the developer of the SCCA World Challenge racing series. Here are some details
on his background. He has over 35 years of experience in the automotive industry under his belt,
some of Wright’s previous positions include Director of Racing/Facility Operations at Miller Motorsports Park in Utah, General Manager at NOLA Motorsports Park in New Orleans, President/
General Manager at Pittsburgh International Race Complex and Vice-President of Sports Car Club of
America Pro-Racing. He has been involved in developing programs and overseeing operations and
events at all of these tracks.
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Roc Linkov will continue with his duties as the Motorsports Park Project Manager but he is getting
closer to his goal of retirement. This past year he bought a home in Florida. I think we will only have
him in Bowling Green for another year at the most. During this time he will still be involved with selected events and primarily with signing up track time for large groups and organizations. He will certainly be missed at the NCM but we still have him for awhile and I’m sure he will remain in touch
with us in the future.
Construction on the Motorsports Park is moving along at a very rapid rate. Those of you who were
with us on the trip to the NCM for the MSP ground breaking would not recognize the fields that we
were standing in last June. Here is a recent photo that the NCM provided.

At this time most of the track grading is done and berms are being constructed at the property perimeter. The work on storm water management continues and the pit wall is under construction. The NCM
is working with an architect on the designs for the buildings that will be built. And most exciting of
all, 28 events have already been booked for the first full year of operation.
The NCM also provided more information on the track layout. Small changes are still being made but
the layout is rapidly getting finalized by the designers, Steve Crawford and Crawford Associates.
There are many possible track configurations but here are the three main ones.
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Grand Max Straight – 2.87 mile circuit with a 4000’ main straight-

Grand Full Course – 3.15 mile circuit with a 2300’ main straight-
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West / East Courses – West has 2 mile circuit with a 2000’ main straight, East has a 1.1 mile circuit
with major elevation changes.

A unique feature of this next track configuration is that it takes selected signature sections of the Circuit de la Sarthe and provides the capability of practicing on a full scale replica (including elevations)
of critical turns for the 24-Hours of Le Mans race.
As you can probably imagine, Corvette Racing had major input into this part of the design. This will
be the only place on the planet where it is possible to practice the Mulsanne corner, Playstation Chicane, and Porsche Curves without having to close public streets in Le Mans, France.
My understanding from Roc is that this configuration of the track will not be used for normal DE
events. It may be limited to the Corvette Racing team or at the very least to those with a lot of track
experience. This will be the fastest configuration for the track and therefore the most dangerous.
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Corvette Race Loop, 1.97 mile high speed layout with 4000’ straight.

Just for fun, I have clipped a couple of pictures from Google Earth to show several features of the Circuit de la Sarthe. See how the Motorsports Park track duplicates them. First, here is an overall layout
of the Le Mans track along with LMP1 speeds shown in each section.
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The Mulsanne Corner

During the race the road leading to the circle in Mulsanne is blocked off with armco. The actual Mulsanne Corner is at the end of the kink. Direction of travel is shown by the arrows. Can you find this
feature on the Corvette Race Loop on the previous page? Hint, the Playstation Chicane is bypassed.
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The Porsche Curves

Porsche Curves

Corvette Corner

Corvette Corral

Alain Prost
Kart Track

Initially I wondered why the choice was made to include the Playstation Chicane rather than the Michelin Chicane. But when you refer to the overall Circuit de la Sarthe map that includes the section
speeds you’ll see that the speed entering the Playstation Chicane is higher than the speed entering the
Michelin Chicane even though the Michelin Chicane is further down the Mulsanne straight and the
speed through the Playstation is lower than through Michelin. This is probably why Corvette Racing
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wants to be able to practice this section. Speeds for a LMGTE car will be lower of course than the
speeds shown in the map for a LMP1 car. One of the other important track layout considerations for
Corvette Racing is that the C7.R will be able to go through the Mulsanne Corner, Porsche Curves, and
Playstation Chicane at actual race speeds. The fastest portion of the Bowling Green Le Mans test circuit will be the entry to the Playstation.
I’m guessing that a lot of discussion went into choosing which features of the Circuit de la Sarthe to
include in the Motorsports Park. I know there was a lot of input from Corvette Racing, which means
that the input had to include drivers, crew chiefs, P&M engineers, and race strategy people not to
mention Doug Fehan. As a complete amateur I am a little surprised that they did not want to model the
Indianapolis Corner but it was probably their lowest priority and could not have easily been fit into the
rest of the track layout. I know discussions about the layout were going on as late as the groundbreaking in June because I was a fly on the wall in one of them with Steve Crawford the track designer.
Another interesting feature of the track (I’m guessing) is that they will be able to even simulate the hot
pit at Le Mans by running the Corvette Race Loop backwards and this will give drivers and crew a
chance to practice pit box timing. A key element at Le Mans is efficiently handling dual car pit stops
so this could help a lot. In 2012 we essentially lost the 24-Hours of Le Mans on a late night pit stop.
Everything matters!
Based on the current progress, I feel sure that the track will be ready for the ribbon cutting ceremony
during the 2014 Caravan and 20th Annual Celebration of the NCM in August. This will be a historic
event. Even though it will be a mob scene with thousands of Corvettes in Bowling Green you should
consider joining the CCA members that will be there. After all, we need to celebrate the fact that the
Corvette Club of America is a member of the One Acre Club! Contact Ron Hamrah right away if you
want to be included in this historic trip.
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Corvette Racing Makes a Strong Finish for 2013
Reprinted for your convenience from the Corvette Racing Website

Championship Trophies Galore for Corvette Racing
Magnussen voted ALMS' Most Popular Driver, Chevrolet wins Green Challenge award
BRASELTON, Ga. – Chevrolet and Corvette Racing had ample reason to celebrate at the American
Le Mans Series' annual Night of Champions awards banquet. The two organizations took home seven
awards on the evening at Chateau Elan, the night after the ALMS' finale - Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta.
Chevrolet received the GT manufacturers' championship, and Corvette Racing won the GT team trophy - the second consecutive season for both. Antonio Garcia and Jan Magnussen, drivers of the No. 3
Compuware Chevrolet Corvette C6.R, were the recipients of the GT drivers' championship - the second for Magnussen and first for Garcia. Oliver Gavin and Tommy Milner, last year's GT champions,
walked away with third-place championship trophies in the driving category.
It was a doubly special night for Magnussen. The Dane won the ALMS' Most Popular Driver award
for the second time in his career. American Le Mans Series fans voted on the honor through
alms.com, the series' website.
Chevrolet also won the Green Challenge GT championship, which goes to the manufacturer that races
the fastest while being the most efficient with its petroleum use combined with cleanest emissions.
The No. 3 Chevrolet Corvette C6.R won the MICHELIN GREEN X Challenge - an award that goes to
leading GT and prototype teams using the same criteria as the manufacturer trophy.
Corvette Racing will open the 2014 TUDOR United SportsCar Championship with the Corvette C7.R
race car at the Rolex 24 At Daytona on Jan. 25-26.
ALMS GT Championship Standings
Driver Standings

Team Standings

Manufacturer Standings

1. Antonio Garcia/Jan Magnussen - 135
2. Dirk Muller - 129
3. Oliver Gavin/Tommy Milner - 105
4. Bill Auberlen - 102 5. Dominik Farnbacher/Marc Goossens - 101

1. Corvette Racing - 171
2. BMW Team RLL - 140
3. SRT Motorsports - 121
4. Risi Competizione - 73
5. CORE autosport - 55

1. Chevrolet - 174
2. BMW - 154
3. SRT - 137
4. Ferrari - 126
5. Porsche - 119
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Tudor United SportsCar Championship
What’s Up with this Series?
by Jon Thorn
You might think that the racing season is over for 2013 so there won’t be anything interesting going
on with this series. Fortunately (or unfortunately for my wife Evelyn who has to listen to me going on
about race news) there is plenty going on. It looks like it will be easy to stay addicted through the
winter this year. Crazy things are happening. Maybe that is why the folks on the Facebook IMSA,
TUSCC, and Mulsanne’s Corner groups call this the Silly Season. I’ll try to provide a brief update of
what I’ve seen going on.
If you have been following the news you know that the first race for Corvette Racing in 2014 will be
the Daytona 24 hour on January 25th and 26th. Actually a lot has to happen before that race. The next
official events are IMSA test sessions at Sebring on November 16 th and 17th and Daytona on November 19th and 20th. One of the major components of the Silly Season will be performance monitoring of
the test cars which will provide primary inputs to the Balance of Performance calculations. In other
words there will be major sandbagging going on by the teams so as not to hurt their chances next year.
Balance of Performance (or BOP) is that mystical, curious procedure by which vastly different cars
are balanced out to provide good racing. For example it would be difficult for a Corvette with a 5.5L
race engine to keep up with a Viper with an 8.0L race engine in the same class without some equalizing. But BOP is far more than just balancing cars within a class. It is important to have a significant
difference in performance between classes for safety reasons. If two GTLM cars are racing for position and maybe the class win, and they are being overtaken by a DP, LMPC or LMP2 car, it is important that the prototype car is able to pass quickly and safely to get out of the way of the GTLM battle.
It is BOP that theoretically insures a level playing field within a class and a margin of performance
between classes.
Clearly this is an important time for the race teams. The level of secrecy around the test sessions
would make the US Military proud. Teams have to register for the tests and yet with less than one
week to go there are no public details on who will be testing. A lot of cards are being played very
close to the vest. Oddly enough the teams have to agree to a release saying that IMSA owns all
“images, sounds, and data” from the tests and IMSA will be doing some publicity filming in addition
to data monitoring during the practice. This means we might get to see a little C7.R video. That is, if
Corvette even shows up for practice.
The November test schedule is not the only opportunity to see the cars before the 24-hour race. In
January Daytona has “The Roar before the 24” which gives the public a chance to buy tickets and get
close to the cars before the race. The Roar is held the weekend of January 3 rd – 5th. This again will be
an opportunity for IMSA to monitor car performance.
BOP is not the only issue. It turns out we might have a little harder time recognizing our favorite Corvette race car. IMSA recently announced Class Identification Standards and Leader Light changes
that could impact Corvette Racing in more than one way. It looks like the familiar red and black
windshield banners for the #3 and #4 cars will be gone. In an effort to “simplify” the series for new
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followers of the sport IMSA intends to brand the series as having two primary classes: Prototype and
GT. This is being driven by David Pettit, IMSA’s VP of Marketing. So a race with lots of classes
now has two. Why do they want to do this? According to Mr. Pettit, “It will make our story a lot easier to communicate.” He goes on to say, “Now that we’re going to a more general sports property
with FOX Sports we’re going to try and intercept more people coming out of Major League Baseball,
UFC and other events. You only have a short window of opportunity to hook people as the attention
span is not real long.”
So how are they going to accomplish this branding? Prototype (LMP2 and DP) and GTLM (as in
Corvette) will carry red colored number plate backgrounds, mirrors, rear wing end plates, leader
lights, and windscreen banner edges. Pro-AM enforced LMPC and GT Daytona (think Porsche GT3
for example) will have blue for an identifying color. This is how you make four (or maybe five depending on how you count) different classes look like two. But it also makes it harder to identify our
two Corvettes. They will both have windshield banners that are red at the ends. The “primary” car
has a white center on the banner and the “secondary” car has a black center on the banner. The rules
do not cover what happens if a team has more than two cars.
The new Class ID and Leader Light rules have both some good and some worrisome changes. The
old three lamp leader light system of ALMS has been replaced with actual lighted numbers to show
class position. Most everyone will consider this a positive change. The dark side of this rule has to do
with the car numbers. As with the past in ALMS they are to be lit for night viewing. The new rule is
that if a car number becomes unreadable for any reason race officials can black flag the car and not
release it until repairs are made. This has caused some concern for the folks at Corvette Racing. If
you want to get a car out of the race you don’t need to do a NASCAR bump pass anymore. All you
need to do is rub a tire along the car number and let the officials black flag the car. Doug Fehan has
publically offered some concern that Grand-AM racers do not have the same gentlemanly attitude towards racing that ALMS worked so hard to develop. It is a safe bet that we will be hearing more
about this rule. IMSA says it is important for officials to be able to see the car numbers for timing and
scoring and they want to have novice fans to be able to easily identify the cars. You have to wonder
about this a little bit because IMSA requires both a primary and backup IMSA spec transponder on
each car for timing and scoring. It is pretty clear to me the new car number rules are for the fans.
In closing I’ll just say that if you plan to follow Corvette Racing next year you will certainly want to
stay tuned between now and early January because the Silly Season will have a big impact on next
year’s Tudor United SportsCar Championship.
Looking a little further out into the year the big race that Doug Fehan really cares about is the 24Hours of Le Mans. Our last win was 2011 (and I was lucky enough to be there.) I believe the major
competition will come from Aston Martin. They were dominant this year in the FIA World Endurance Challenge and the Le Mans race is one of the races in that series. The shortest race in FIA WEC
is six hours while most of our races are 2 hours and 45 minutes. Aston Martin is playing to win and
they are making a huge investment. They frequently field four factory cars in the LMGTE Pro class
and two to three more in the LMGTE Am class. We might bump into them as invited guests at Sebring but most likely we will not face them until Le Mans. Keep your eye on the FIA WEC series if
you care about Le Mans. The Aston Martin Racing team looks really sharp with their cars carrying
the very historic Gulf livery. They finished 1-2 at the FIA WEC race in Shanghai a week ago and they
are the season Champions regardless what happens at the last race of their season in Bahrain.
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the
club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under consideration. At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the
Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club
of America took the first steps toward forming a
national organization by laying the ground work
for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a
group which now includes 262 clubs with more
than 17,500 members. The Corvette Club of
America is a proud member of the East Region
of the NCCC. As one of the founding clubs of
the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA
is honored to have been assigned club number 1
in the organization.
Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing remains unchanged. The membership is composed
of individuals both male and female, young and
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette!

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Member-at-Large

Rich Taylor
Jim Parisi
John Durscher
Nita Armstrong
Ron Hamrah
Jean Wade
Gary Maul
Jon Thorn
Don Haller

(240)460-9797
(410)292-8722
(443)745-1993
(443)852-1922
(202)630-8318
(301)253-6074
(443)517-3710
(301)963-4864
(443)964-8832

Non Board Member Positions
NCM Ambassador
Mkt & Promotions
Vendor & Club Relations
Webmaster
Courier Editor

Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
Jim Streight
(301)785-9024
Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368
Jon Thorn
(301)963-4864

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 948-3666
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

November 12th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:

November 19th
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and
preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions.

Contact:
Michael Milan
301-946-1116
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

November 2013

The Corvette Courier
Corvette Club of America
Awards Winter Dinner Party
Saturday, January 25th 2014
Golden Bull Grand Café
7 Dalamar St.
Gaithersburg, Md. 20877
http://www.golden-bull.com
301-948-3666
Time

6 pm -10 pm

Open Bar 6 pm -10 pm
Dinner

7:pm

Entrees: Please check one per person:
Angus Filet Mignon

Prime Rib

Salmon

Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Marsala

Chicken Chardonnay

Includes: Salad bar over 70 items. Vegetables, Coffee, Tea
Choice of Desserts Please check one per person:
Chocolate mousse

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$47.00 per person!
Mail form & check payable to CCA before Jan 13 th
Please feel free to contact Jean with questions:
vettehon@aol.com or 301-253-6074
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