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The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

Summer is going by fast and if you haven’t been participating in the large variety of club events then 

you have been missing out on the fun. Since our last newsletter, we had a club pool party, two auto-

cross events and attended the Corvettes at Carlisle event as a club. The good news is that we still 

have several events planned between now and the end of the year. On September 21st we will have 

our annual CCA Founder’s Day Picnic.  There is a flyer on the picnic later in this newsletter. We will 

participate in a car show event sponsored by Maryland Public Television (MPT) at Lily Ponds in Fre-

derick, MD on Saturday, September 28th from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The cost is $45.00 per car. 

Sport Chevrolet is a sponsor and will have the 2014 Corvette on display there. Click on the links be-

low to check out the event activities. We are going to try to register as a club as soon as I get more 

details on how to do this, so please do not register online yet. Please RSVP to either Jim Parisi 

(JP71234@gmail.com) or Rich Taylor (ritaylorz06@gmail.com) if you would like to attend. We will 

plan to meet and drive in together as a club. Our meeting time and place will depend on how many 

people sign up to attend. This will be a fun end of summer event at a convenient local destination. So 

come on out and enjoy a cruise and car show with your fellow CCA members. 

 

MPT MotorWeek CARnival is an auto enthusiast’s dream, featuring: 

 

 Classic, antique, muscle and specialty cars competing for prizes 

mailto:JP71234@gmail.com
mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
http://www.motorweekcarnival.com/categories-and-awards.php


Keep the wheels turning and 

don’t forget to shift gears. 

Rich Taylor 

 

CCA President 

 

ritaylorz06@gmail.com 

 

240-460-9797 
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 The latest in new cars, with SPORT's reveal of the 2014 Corvette C7 Stingray 

 Gourmet food trucks' delicious fare 

 PBS Kids costumed characters, including Clifford the Big Red Dog 

 Car-themed rides and games 

 Live band, Capitol Groove, performing hits from 1960's, '70s and today  

Take a scenic ride and join in the fun at Lilypons Water Gardens, near Frederick 

(DIRECTIONS). 

 

The following weekend on October 4 – 6, we will cruise to Ocean City for the annual Corvettes on the 

boardwalk event sponsored by the Free State Corvette Club. Don Haller is coordinating our club activi-

ties for this event, so contact him (dhphotoz@comcast.net)  for more information and to let him know 

if you will attend. 

 

Our fifth and final autocross primer course and dual autocross events will be held at Lincoln Technical 

Institute on October 12th and 13th respectively. So come on out and satisfy your competitive desires or 

attend our primer course to find out how much fun autocrossing can be. 

 

I’d like to welcome all of our new members and remind you that there is no better way to get to know 

your fellow club members than to participate in our great events. Please contact me directly to express 

your opinions about our club and its activities and to let me know what your interests are and what Cor-

vette activities excite you. I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and 

communications whether physical or virtual. Join us at our monthly business meetings the second 

Tuesday of each month at J.J. Muldoon’s in Gaithersburg and let us know what’s on your mind. You 

may also express your opinions or share information with other members on the CCA Facebook page 

at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421.  

mailto:ritaylorz06@gmail.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com/
http://media.dhweb.com/motorweek/food-truck-registration-form.pdf
http://www.motorweekcarnival.com/rides-and-games.php
http://www.motorweekcarnival.com/rides-and-games.php
http://www.capitolgroove.com
http://www.motorweekcarnival.com/lilypons-water-gardens.php
http://www.motorweekcarnival.com/directions-to-lilypons-water-gardens.php
mailto:dhphotoz@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421


 

 
 

The Corvette Courier September 2013    Page 3  

Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New Members      Sponsor 
 

Paul & Debbi Vale Olney, Md.  1993 Green R   Rich Taylor 

Tom Stevens  Clinton, Md.  2011 ZR1 Grey  renewing 

  

Our autocross events bring Paul into CCA. He can’t get enough winding around the orange cones.  

Tom is a returning member with new wheels. 

 

Our members look forward to meeting all the new members. Thank you 

for joining CCA. Please join our events and meet your members. 

 

Membership Renewals will start in Oct./Nov. Watch for detail to renew online. If you would like a 

mailed invoice please let Jean know by Oct. 

 

NCCC Questions to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318 or usc1@ieee.org 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts can be ordered by going to our club web site. 

www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

 

CCA wine glasses, $5 each. 

 

CCA events coming up 
 

Sept. 21th  CCA annual Picnic. Bring a dish to share.  Information later in the newsletter. 

Sept. 28th  MPT Car Show.  See Rich Taylor’s article this month. 

**Oct 4-5  Corvette Weekend in Ocean City, Md. 

Oct. 12th  Autocross Primer class. Lincoln Tech 

Oct. 13th  Double autocross Lincoln Tech 

Nov. 9th  Toys for Tots Rockville Hooters.  

 

**Corvette Weekend hosted by http://freestatecorvette.com Go to Free State Corvette Club see events and 

info. You can stay at the hosting hotel if you like. Drive your Corvette in the Boardwalk parade. Every-

thing starts on Friday. Club will meet at noon Friday for lunch at Bull on the Beach and 7 pm at the Tap 

Room. All details will be in upcoming e-mails & newsletters. Don Haller is heading up the CCA gath-

erings. 

 

Members if you would like to host an event please let me know. It could be lunch, dinner outing or what-

ever you think would be fun. Please give me a call. 

 

 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com   

mailto:usc1@ieee.org
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org
http://freestatecorvette.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

 

 

You probably noticed that there was no newsletter last month.  It is actually the first time since 2006 that 

we missed a month.  The good news is that Evelyn and I are back after our 30 day, 12 state, 6159 mile 

vacation in the Corvette and the timing is great because there is a lot of club news to report this month. 

 

The vacation itself was fantastic and fortunately the Z06 ran flawlessly the entire time.  This was our third 

month long trip in the Corvette and I’m getting to the point where we have big trips down to a science.  

We have mastered the problem of packing for a month and getting it all into the car.  This time I even had 

a little space for an extra camera! 

  

We started off with a dash out to Hamilton Montana for a reunion with my cousins.  I spent three days 

catching up with cousins – some of whom I had not seen in almost fifty years!  After our stay in Hamilton 

we headed down to Cheyenne Wyoming for their Frontier Days Celebration.  They have an annual rodeo 

event that draws crowds from all over.  In fact, even though I made reservations months in advance we 

had to stay in Fort Collins, Colorado because Cheyenne was full!  Following the rodeo and looking 

around Cheyenne and Fort Collins we headed up into the Black Hills in South Dakota and stayed at Hill 

City and also in Deadwood for a few days.  We used Hill City and Deadwood as a base to tour around the 

Black Hills.  We also made a side trip to Sturgis and we were there less than a week before the bike rally 

officially started.  The whole area was filled with cycles and we had many staying at our hotels in Hill 

City and Deadwood.  After the Black Hills, our next stop for several days was Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  

Part of that time was spent resting up from the early part of the trip!  After Sioux Falls we headed over to 

the Wisconsin Dells for a few days to see this fairly famous resort area. 

 

Following the stop in Wisconsin Dells we headed over to Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin to see the ALMS race 

at Road America.  Originally I planned to take just a week to attend the race.  I had not seen Road Amer-

ica before and this was the one event this year where both ALMS and GRAND-AM  races were happen-

ing the same weekend.  When the “cousins reunion” was planned it seemed like a huge trip was in order 

so we planned a big loop that would take a month and occupy us for the slightly over two weeks between 

the reunion in Montana and the race in Wisconsin.  The planning for the Road America race actually 

started almost a year ago.  We went with a group that we had been with at Mosport a couple of times.  We 

all stayed in Port Washington which is a neat little town on the lake.  Road America is beautiful and is a 

HUGE track but like a lot of other motorsports parks it is pretty much in the middle of nowhere.  Corvette 

Racing brought home strong second and third place finishes for two spots on the podium. 

 

There are some pictures from our trip later in this newsletter.  If you have any questions do not hesitate to 

ask me.  I’m getting to be pretty good at month long trips in a Corvette! 

 

Besides my own vacation, we have a lot to catch up on this month.  You’ll find photos from Carlisle 

(which set an attendance record) and Baltimore Grand Prix photos later in this issue.  We had several 

members attend the Baltimore GP this year although I watched it this time on TV.  It certainly was a wild 

race.  I cannot remember ever seeing an image like this next one at another ALMS race and this happened 

before turn 1 on the very first lap.   
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Corvette Racing came away with first and second place finishes in class at Baltimore and that has left 

us in a very strong position in the points race as we approach the last three races (ever) for the Ameri-

can Le Mans Series.  Next year we will have the United Sports Car Racing organization running the 

endurance sports car racing series.  Here is the GT Driver’s point standings as we head to the Austin, 

VIR, and Petit races: 

Tommy Milner, Corvette,  94 

Oliver Gavin,  Corvette, 94 

Antonio Garcia, Corvette,  92 

Jan Magnussen, Corvette, 92 

Dirk Muller,  BMW,  86 

Dominik Farnbacher, SRT/Viper, 81 

Marc Goossens, SRT/Viper, 81 

Bill Auberlen,  BMW,  64 

We also have a dominant position now in the other ALMS point categories: 

Team Points: Corvette is number 1 

Manufacturer Points: Chevrolet is number 1 

Tire Points: Michelin is number 1 

Engine Points: Chevrolet is number 1 

Michelin Green X Challenge Points: Corvette Racing is number 1. 

  

Be sure to see the information on three upcoming events, the Founder’s Day Picnic, the Ocean City 

Corvette Weekend and the NCM 2014 Caravan.  In the case of the 2014 Caravan, if you are thinking 

of going it is VERY important that you read the information later in this newsletter.  You will need to 

register and follow the instructions on getting hotel rooms immediately. 
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I had a chance to fill in for Ron Hamrah, our Mid Atlantic 2014 Caravan Captain, last week at a meet-

ing in Fredericksburg, VA.  Frank Sancineto, the Caravan Captain for Virginia and the Carolinas came 

up to meet with the Battlefield Corvette Club and they invited Acquia Creek CC, and the Richmond 

CC along with the CCA to join them.  It turned out to be a very large, very fun, meeting.  Ron has 

been working with Frank because we will be joining his group for the Caravan and this gave me a 

chance to meet Frank in person since I’ll be helping Ron.  I was really impressed with the planning 

that Frank has completed.  He has a lot of experience handling large groups since he was the captain 

in 2009.  Frank is expecting between 300 and 350 cars in our combined group!  Again, if you are 

thinking of going you MUST go through the registration process listed later in this newsletter in order 

to be sure of getting a room with the rest of the group.  It you wait six months to do this you will be 

sleeping fifty miles from Bowling Green and spending a big part of your day looking for a place in 

Bowling Green to park your vette. 

 

Speaking of the Battlefield Corvette Club be sure to see the flyers for their combined cruise and car 

show on October 19th.  The cruise and car show are actually two events the same day so you can sign 

up for one or both.  There is no conflict with the CCA calendar and this would be a great Fall event to 

attend particularly if you will be going on the 2014 Caravan.  Also, I heard that the Battlefield CC has 

14 people attending the VIR ALMS race.  I’ll be there too and if you are going be sure to look for 

them and say “Hi”!   

   

I thought I would close out this month with a humorous look at two different views of Time, Space, 

and Respect.  On the left is a photo of Andy Pilgrim, Janet Grunwald-Polasek, Johnny O’Connell, and 

Nick Polasek.  The picture was taken during the August NCM Celebration when Andy and Johnny 

were inducted into the Hall of Fame.  They are standing at the location of Andy’s and Johnny’s bricks 

which are in front of Mike Newlander’s bench.  On the right at the same spot but different time is an 

attempt to portray a bunch of Mike’s other “friends” relieving themselves on his bench.  This was 

taken last November during our quick one-day trip to present the NCM with a $16,905 check for the 

One Acre Club.  In the photo from the left are Roc Linkov, Bob Couse, Art Bell, Pat Roney, me, and 

Rich Taylor.  Mike really is everyone’s best friend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Wave! 

Jon Thorn, CCA Corvette Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

 

 

Since my last report we have had two very successful autocross events at Lincoln Technical Insti-

tute.  For the first event on Jul 13 & 14 we had four students in the Saturday primer class and eight-

een competitors for the double autocross on Sunday.   At the second event on Aug 10 & 11 we had 

four students in the primer class and twenty two competitors for the double autocross.  Rich Taylor 

did an outstanding job of leading the classroom instruction and course walk thru for the primer 

classes.  In addition to Corvettes, it was great seeing other car makes/models competing including 

Camaro, Nissan 350Z, Porsche Boxter, Mazda Miata, Subaru Impreza, Saturn, Subaru STI, Hyundai 

Genesis, Mitsubishi EVO, and Volkswagen Passat.  It was very apparent that everyone enjoyed this 

competitive event. I would like to thank all the CCA members who volunteered to make this a great 

event.   I have included a few photos below.  Many more can be seen on our web site at http://

www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/.   

     

Our next autocross primer is on Oct 12 followed by a double autocross on Oct 13.  This is the last 

CCA autocross for the year so mark it on your calendar.   You will be receiving an email soon with 

opportunities for you to participate in the autocross as a competitor and as a volunteer.  You can also 

register for this event by visiting the CCA home page and clicking on the AutoX Register button in 

the left hand menu. 

 

http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
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I would like to thank Pat Roney for his articles on NASA INSTRUCTOR CLINIC AND HPDE AT 

VIR 7/19 – 21/2013, NASA HPDE AT Summit Point  8/17 & 18/2013, and Chin MotorSports HPDE 

at Watkins Glen September 2nd and 3rd. 
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NASA INSTRUCTOR CLINIC AND HPDE AT VIR 7/19 – 21/2013 

 
We had about 7 in our group at the NASA Instructor Clinic and HPDE at Virginia International Race-

way.  Our friend Naris, a prominent surgeon and researscher at NIH completed the instructor clinic on 

Friday and instructed over the weekend.  There were 11 students in the instructor clinic in which I gave 

presentations on the “Pre Track Interview” and “Tricks of the Trade”.  Another part of my job is to 

make sure that the new instructors have mentors to help them as they get experience in this very re-

warding endeavor. 

 

Mike S. was here participating in the Time Trial events and after coming in second in his class on Sat-

urday, decided to head home and relax with his family on Sunday.  Way to go Mike, making CCA 

proud. 
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Pat S. improvising a tool 

to help Mike get the 

grass out of his grill af-

ter a landscaping expe-

dition. 
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Mike S. relaxing beside his car between sessions. 

In the next garage space was a Wolf Racing car that was pulling 3.5 G’s in the corners and was 

driven by none other than Max Papis.  We all chatted with Max during the day and had a good 

time. 
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Naris, discovering the benefits of being a driver at a track event. 
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NASA HPDE AT Summit Point  8/17 & 18/2013 
 

We had another good group for this event but as is becoming more common, I didn’t get any pictures.  

The really exciting happening here was Mike S. winning his Time Trial Class.   My student did a 

really great job learning the track making my job easy. 

 

Chin MotorSports HPDE at Watkins Glen September 2nd and 3rd. 

Once again our buddy and assistant chief instructor for the Ferrari Club of America, Empire State 

Region Dave D. got us in early so that we could check out the nice hardware on track before us. 

John and Diane D. relaxing after a busy couple of days on track.   
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Congratulations to John for moving up to the Intermediate group.  John’s instructor recommended 

John for the Advanced group but John decided to move a little slower.  That must have been some ride 

John. 

Our group of CCA’ers and Cornercravers posing for a quick snapshot.  Notice all of the smiles.  Not 

sure where Art B. was when this was taken, but I did see him flying by us on the track several times.  

We had several drivers that moved up including our own Gary N. that moved to the advanced group. 

 

I am having a hard time remembering the last time I drove on the track, but I am having fun helping 

others on the track.  I had a novice student on Monday that did really well.  I always seem to get the 

best students.  Tuesday, Chin let me work with any advanced drivers that requested me.  What a blast 

that was as I was kept busy all day jumping from one car to another.  Not too many years ago, I was 

paying to ride along with less experienced drivers on the track. 

 

Remember to keep it safe on the street and talk to one of us if you would like to try your car on the 

track.  I guarantee you will be a better driver on the street once we work with you on the track.  We are 

always happy to talk about our experiences at these High Performance Drivers Education (HPDE) 

events. 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
We still have one more autocross event for this year.  Each one includes a beginner primer class with 

class room instruction, in car instructors and lots of opportunities to run our student course.  

 

 For the road racers, there will be group participation in many High Performance Drivers Events 

(HPDEs) at tracks such as VIR, Summit Point, Watkins Glen, New Jersey Motorsports Park  and 
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  CCA Autocross Schedule 
 

Oct 12 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

Oct 13 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

maybe even Sebring or Road Atlanta.   You are put into groups, depending on your level of experi-

ence and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride along with you. This is a great way to learn 

how to get the most out of your car in a safe and controlled environment. These events combine class-

room time with track time to teach both the theory and physical control aspects of high speed driving.   

 

We have had a lot of great events so far this year and a lot more are on the schedule.  If you have an 

interest in driving your car in a competitive event or would just like to discuss what we do, please con-

tact me. 

 

Gary Maul 

CCA Competition Director 

gmaul25@gmail.com 

443-517-3710 

 

Schedules for our planned events are as follows.   

2013 HPDE TRACK SCHEDULE 

DATE TRACK ORGANIZATION SIGN UP OPENING DATE COST 

Sep 13 SP Main BSR FATT Open now $250 

Sep 14-15 SP MAIN HPDE SCCA Aug 10, 2013 (approx) $275 

Sep 28 SP Shenandoah SATT Open now $250 

Oct 05-06 SP SHEN. HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $400 

Oct 11 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Oct 11-13 VIR FULL HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Oct 26 SP Shenandoah SATT Open now $250 

Oct 27-28 VIR FULL HPDE CHIN   TBD 

Nov 02-03 SP MAIN HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Nov 11 VIR FULL HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $270 

Nov 12 VIR GRAND HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $280 

Nov 15 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

GREEN = already signed up.    YELLOW = planning to sign up.   RED = don’t plan to attend. 

 

If you do both days for the Nov 11 & 12 Trackdaze VIR event the total cost is $420. 

 

Sponsor/Event Links: 

Chin – Membership $50/13 months;  http://www.chinmotorsports.com/  

FATT – Membership not required; http://www.summitpointfatt.com/  

NASA – Membership $45/year; http://www.nasaracing.net/ 

NCM – Membership $50/year; http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2013.shtml  

TrackDaze - Membership not required; https://www.trackdaze.com/  

SCCA - Membership not required; http://www.scca.com/ 

mailto:Richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
http://www.nasaracing.net/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2013.shtml
https://www.trackdaze.com/
http://www.scca.com/


 

 

 
 

The Corvette Courier September 2013    Page 18 

Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-630-8318, usc1@ieee.org  

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         FIRST LOVES….. 
 

 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

DON’T MISS THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENT OF THE DECADE 

The Corvette Club of America is participating in the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the National Cor-

vette Museum, August 23 – 31, 2014).  Corvette Clubs will caravan from all over the USA to Bowling 

Green, KY for an agenda packed with technical seminars, social functions, plant tours, museum events 

and much more.  Block your calendar and join us as CCA leads this MULTI-CLUB MID-ATLANTIC 

CARAVAN.  We will travel with more than 200 caravaners from clubs in PA, WV, DE, DC, MD, VA, 

NC and SC.  Check it out and REGISTER NOW at BOTH http://www.corvettecaravan.com/

midatlantic/ and http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml 

 

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

 

NEW  NCCC  NATION-WIDE  TRAVEL  SUPPORT 

NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs who 

have volunteered  their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member needs 

mailto:usc1@ieee.org
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
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support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory. 

 

I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their 

Point Of Contact (POC) information.  The only obligation is to provide your phone and email infor-

mation, so a stranded fellow NCCC member can contact you for some local guidance. 

 

Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like 

the reference list. 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

 

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 
All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE There is a new App that will handle classified ads 

better than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 
If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 
June’s calender has plenty of competion events for your consideration. 

 

Here are some upcoming events sponsored by other clubs in the East Region. Please let me know if 

you are interested in setting up a CCA cruise to participate in any of these events. 

 

Cumberland Valley Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 14 Sept 2013        

From :  8:00am 

Category : Concours 

Location : H & H Chevrolet, 730 East King Street, Shippensburg, PA  17257 

Event Description :  TRIPLE Concours – Peoples’ Choice  

Sanction # ER-098-R01, ER-098-R02, ER-098-R03 

http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
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Email : CVCC@ernccc.org  

More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-098-R01v.2.pdf 

  

Corvette Annapolis 

Date : Sunday, 15 Sept 2013        

From : 10:00am  

Category : Concours 

Location : Ourisman Chevrolet, Bowie, MD 

Event Description : SIX Concours – People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-372-R01, ER-372-R02, ER-372-R03, ER-372-R04, ER-372-R05, ER-372-R06, ER-

372-R07, 

Email : ca@ernccc.org  

More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-372-R01.pdf 

 

Bel Air Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 21 Sept 2013        

From :  8:00am  

Category : Concours 

Location : The Avenue at White Marsh 

Event Description : DOUBLE Concours – People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-263-002, ER-263-003 

Email : bacc@ernccc.org  

More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-263-002-BACC-White_-

Marsh.pdf 
 

Allentown Area Corvette Club 

Date : Sunday, 22 Sept 2013        

From : 9:30am  

Category : Concours 

Location : SteelStacks, Bethlehem, PA  

Event Description : Concours – People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-118-001  

Email : aacc@ernccc.org  

More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-118-

001_2013_NCCC_Sanction_Flyer.pdf 

 

Revolution Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 28 Sept 2013        

From : 10:00am  

Category : Concours 

Location : York Fairgrounds, York, PA  

Event Description : SEVEN Concours – People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-574-001, ER-574-002, ER-574-003, ER-574-007, ER-574-008, ER-574-009, ER-574-

010  

Email : rcc@ernccc.org  

More info : https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-574-RCC_WRT_Flyer.pdf 

 

mailto:CVCC@ernccc.org
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-098-R01v.2.pdf
mailto:ca@ernccc.org
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-372-R01.pdf
mailto:bacc@ernccc.org
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-263-002-BACC-White_-Marsh.pdf
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-263-002-BACC-White_-Marsh.pdf
mailto:aacc@ernccc.org
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-118-001_2013_NCCC_Sanction_Flyer.pdf
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-118-001_2013_NCCC_Sanction_Flyer.pdf
mailto:rcc@ernccc.org
https://93075438.domainhost.com/NCCCCompetitionDatabase/2013/Flyers/ER-574-RCC_WRT_Flyer.pdf
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Tri-County Corvette Club 

Date : Sunday, 29 Sept 2013        

From : 9:00am  

Category : Autocross 

Location : PPL Service Center, Tannersville, PA  

Event Description : DOUBLE Autocross  

Sanction # ER-323-010, ER-323-R06 

Email : tccc@ernccc.org  

More info :   

 

 

mailto:tccc@ernccc.org
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://corvettemuseum.smugmug.com/Clubs/banners/31527011_3MBSts#!i=2731334383&k=GsFR9tS
mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
https://www.facebook.com/corvettemuseum
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Member Spotlight - Terry Popkin 
By Jon Thorn 

 
This month I want to highlight one of our members who has received a special honor.  As you all 

know, Terry is our Ambassador to the NCM.  As a refresher, here is a description of the function and 

duties of an NCM Ambassador. 

 

“Each participating Corvette club/organization will nominate/select an "Ambassador" to act as the 

liaison of that club/organization to the National Corvette Museum. The person selected to be an 

"Ambassador" will have a distinct interest in the success and future of the Museum and be at least an 

active Individual member of the NCM. 

The Ambassador's mission will be that of receiving and disseminating the most current and correct 

information from the Museum, and to convey that information to their local Corvette club/

organization. The Ambassador will act as a Museum representative to promote and solicit support for 

the Museum through promotional activities and encourage other Corvette enthusiasts to join the Mu-

seum. Additionally, the Ambassador will be the voice of the Corvette club/organization, communicat-

ing concerns, ideas and suggestions to the NCM.” 

 

It is my pleasure to announce that Terry Popkin has been selected as a Master Ambassador for 

2013 by the NCM.  This places him in a select group of about 50 out of a total group of about 270 

Ambassadors.  This is a significant honor for Terry and our club as well. 

 

Below is an article that Terry has provided at my request.  Give him a pat on the back the next time 

you see him! 

 

The Golden Anniversary 

By Terry J. Popkin 

September 2013 
 

 Somehow, growing older makes one appreciate more the old adage of "patience is a virtue".  I have had eight (8) 

Corvettes over a span of 50 years.  I will be 71, and seeing the C7 for the first time at Carlisle, made me feel like a kid 

again.   

 This story really begins some 69 years ago.  Family members told me, repeatedly, that even at age 2, I was a "car 

nut". My grandfather, a prominent businessman, took great pleasure in walking with me down the main street of my home-

town business district and demonstrating my knowledge of cars to his cronies.  He claimed that I could identify any car 

and its year of manufacture.  The owner of the local drugstore thought that I was simply reading (albeit at an early age) the 

hubcaps and he attempted to make a "switch" (in order to prove his point to my grandfather). My uncle later confirmed that 

I had told my grandfather, “the car was a ‘40 Chevrolet, but it had Ford hubcaps".  I trust that was an accurate account.  

What I do know is that my passion and enthusiasm for cars was real, and exists to this day.   
 What I clearly remember are the experiences of my teen years.  In 1956 my dad, apparently experiencing a mid-

life crisis, decided the time had come to own a sports car.  Mom, however, tried to convince him that having a 13-year-old 

son and 11-year-old daughter were incompatible with a car with only 2 seats (sound familiar?).  Unfortunately, for me (and 

him), that nixed the Corvette.  Instead, in August of ’56 (for the same sticker price of a Corvette, $3295.00) he purchased a 

new 1957 Austin-Healey 100-6 2+2 roadster.  I say, unfortunately, because my father took meticulous care of all of his 

possessions, and until 5 years ago, I owned the Healey, which had only 48,000 original miles on the odometer.  Had he 

bought a '57 ‘fuelie’, it would be mine, today.  But, some things are not to be.  
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I remember dad and me cruising the highways in that Healey and challenging the big Chevy V-8's.  I particularly 

remember one occasion when an ‘old’ guy (interesting that 'old' then meant that he had gray hair) pulled up to a stop light 

next to us in a Bel Air and it had a "Fuel Injection" insignia on its side. Dad explained to me that fuel injection meant ‘no 

carbs’. I knew that, but dad was blipping the throttle on the Healey to show the guy in the Chevy the sound of British power 

(the Healeys always had a distinctive and mellow sound).  Meanwhile, the light changed and I learned instantly what the 
little sign really meant.  Welcome to America!  That Chevy left us, literally, in the dust. 

 The following year a friend's older brother bought a 1958 Chevy Impala convertible with a TriPower 348/315 mo-

tor. That car was a real torquer (the predecessor to the famed 409) and was particularly awesome to a teenager nearing 

driver's license age.  We cruised the Jersey shore in that Chevy for months and somehow the excitement never wore off.  

But then the truly remarkable happened.  My dad's friend, a neurosurgeon, bought a new '58 Corvette.  He bought the 270 

hp 2x4-barrel set-up, and a 4.56 rear.  I remember telling him of the Bel Air incident, and he asked me to take a ride with 

him to see how the Vette performed.  That ride was the first time I felt fear in a car. It was counter to all conceivable experi-

ences!  I felt the G-forces nail me in the seat and felt disoriented.  At the time, I could not grasp how anyone could drive a 

machine that was so powerful!  The doc. asked me how I felt.  I told him that, although I was a boy, I felt like I had my first 

“period”!  He was laughing so hard he had to stop, and while he was laughing, I knew, right then, that there was a Vette in 

my future. 

 After years of practice shifting the 4-speed in a “parked” Healey and a few trial driving experiences on private 
roads, I had my 16th birthday and, finally, got my license. I bought the first car that I could afford: a '51 Nash convertible.  

It was better transportation than a bicycle, and the first thing I did was to take it to the drag strip.  I remember that the entire 

exhaust fell off when I shifted into second gear. A new lesson learned: if you drive it, learn to fix it! On special occasions, 

my father (who was really impossible) let me drive the Healey (provided I detailed it before and after - even though it was 

my birthday!). However, my uncle owned a Ford dealership in south Jersey and drove a '57 T-Bird, which my aunt, gra-

ciously and regularly, let me drive. She actually exchanged cars with me and she took the Nash.  The T-Bird had two 4-

barrel carbs and could really step out.  One night, I foolishly chose to drag a ’58 Vette, and had my "socks cleaned".  The 

local police chief (on LBI in New Jersey) knew me by sight, and stopped me that night after I had lost the drag race.  He 

told me a few things: (1) the next time he caught me racing, he would put me in jail. (2) He was going to tell my dad that I 

was racing, which he knew was probably worse than jail. (3) He had stopped ME because I LOST in the T-Bird (he knew 

who owned the Vette), and that street racing was unacceptable, especially since "I should have known that the Vette was a 
faster car".  In return for community service, I got no record, but dad grounded me for two weeks.  More time to dream. 

 Time passed.  I traded the Nash for a ‘48 Chrysler town car. I continued washing the Healey in order to drive it, 

borrowing my aunt's T-Bird, or driving mom's new Plymouth station wagon.  Dad ordered a 318 c.i. 4-bbl, but it had a col-

umn shifter that felt like the linkage connected to a sponge.  One night, I lost 2nd, 3rd and reverse gears on a flat out power 

shift and remember telling dad (under duress) that I simply shifted gears and heard everything crunch - all true except the 

‘simply’. As time passed, the Chrysler literally died, and I inherited my grandfather’s ‘53 Buick Roadmaster.  This was the 

car I took with me to college. 

 After some extensive commuting across Pennsylvania, the Buick’s suspension needed replacement, but the cost 

was more than I could afford, and I became a pedestrian for a few months. My quest for speed led me down a path of near 

destruction.  I purchased a Harley Davidson without my parent’s knowledge.  Then, a traffic accident, in which I was in-

jured on the bike, was a cue to my parents to help provide me with safer transportation.  

 In 1961, mom had purchased a new Corvair Monza.  It wasn't very fast, but it had a 4-speed floor shift, which was 
fun, and the car handled well (contrary to Nader's assertions). Mom gave me the Corvair after the biking accident. I installed 

a camber compensator, a Hurst shifter, gas shocks, and a set of headers.  Ultimately, I put a Paxton blower and four carbs on 

the car and in the summers went drag racing at the Langhorne, PA 1/8 mile strip.  With the Monza's rear engine launching 

capabilities, I could jump three car lengths on the Chevy V8's and just barely lead them through the 1/8 finish line - after 

that, "Say good-bye, Gracie". The Corvair served me well through my third year of college until it started using a quart of 

oil a day.  The leaks were so bad that most of the oil went into the heating system and came out as smoke in the interior 

vents. 

 In September of 1963, the beginning of my senior year in college, I celebrated my 21st birthday.  My grandfather, 

aware of my passion for cars, had always promised me that he would buy me the car of my dreams when I was 21. Without 

a reminder, he actually asked me what I wanted.  Testing him, I jokingly suggested a Ferrari.  He said, "No".  I had actually 

considered a '64 E-Jag (still one of the most gorgeous cars ever made) but I knew that the repairs would lead me to bank-
ruptcy.  After the Healey experience, I knew that the English knew a great deal about fine leather and nothing about electri-

cal systems.  We used to joke that the English loved warm beer….because they had Lucas refrigerators. I chose the real car 

of my dreams: (my grandfather took me to the 1953 Motorama in NY, where I was awestruck by the ‘53 Corvette – and he 

promised me one when I graduated from college), I chose a new Vette.  He agreed!  On the morning of my 21st birthday 

(September 6, 1963) I made a beeline to Reed Chevrolet in Bristol, PA in order to sign the papers for the purchase.  After  
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looking over the spec. sheet, I felt guilty about spending too much of my grandfather's money and felt that the $538 price 

difference between the 360 hp fuelie and the 340 hp carbureted car was an extravagance (this was September and orders 

were placed using the '63 specs).  I ordered a Sebring silver roadster with optional hardtop, a blue interior, a 340 hp motor, 

4.11 posi-rear, off-road service exhaust, sintered metallic brakes, and close-ratio gearbox.  Three weeks later, the dealer 

called and told me that the 340 was no longer available and that the carbureted engine had been re-rated at 365 hp (the infa-
mous 30-30 Duntov cam).  I was elated!  When the car arrived, no one at the dealership had yet heard the off-road service 

exhaust (I think the mufflers were fake).  I remember starting the car and hearing an exhaust bark that was pure MUSIC! 

After the customary 500-mile break-in at 3500 RPM or less, I took a fraternity brother for a real ride.  We could not believe 

how easily that engine revved, especially from 4000 to 6500.  Awesome!  For my first tune-up, I went to one of my dad's 

acquaintances who actually had a Clayton chassis dynamometer in his garage.  He used a P-G valve-gapping tool, installed 

a Mallory electronic ignition, and set up the distributor curve while I drove the car on the dyno.  The results after dyno tun-

ing were like night and day.  When Tom finished with the car it felt like a rocket ship. (He had a fuelie motor in his 1954 

Austin Healey that ran 10 second quarters in 1964)  Occasionally you luck-out and get a motor that wants to rev like a ZR-1 

on a cool morning.  However, in the early 60's, pushrod V-8's seldom would rev easily.  What a difference that 30-30 cam 

made.  Once the heads were worked, my '64 pulled strongly to 6800 rpm and, with ice on the manifold and Atlas Bucrons 

for sneakers, turned 12.80 quarters at 110 mph (I remember that 365 every time I rev my ZR-1 or Z06).  I drove that car, the 

envy of those who really knew how well it ran (including an engineering student friend named Lingenfelter), for 5 years, 
and was beaten only once by a ‘32 deuce with a supercharged small block.  When the big blocks were released in ‘65, I hon-

estly believed that "more had to be better" and when I first heard the side pipes, it was more convincing.  However, being a 

grad student, I was in no position to buy another Vette, but for years I lusted for a big block.  By 1969 I had gotten a gradu-

ate degree and had a real job.  A friend, who I had met in Grad. School, wrote me from Vietnam saying that the only thing 

keeping him sane was coming home and buying my '64 Vette.  He sent me a blank check and told me to cash it in the event 

he didn't return.  I did, and he did come home.  That week I ordered a '69 big block.  I told the dealer that I wanted a 

427/435 or a 427/400 with A/C, since the Washington, DC summers were brutal.  A three-state search turned up no cars.  I 

wanted a big block so badly that I allowed the dealer to convince me that the 390 hp was more civilized and much more 

practical.  He sold me a Riverside gold 390 coupe that was on the showroom floor, and it had no A/C.  I spent years trying 

to figure out how he talked me out of a 435 and into an ugly gold 390.  It was slower and handled worse than the small 

block.  It did have low-end torque that could pull tree stumps and was a kick to drive in town, but the all-out top-end power 
was not there.  Driven by the quest for more speed, the modifications began: ported heads, removed AIR system, roller 

rockers, modified carburetor, dyno tuning, etc.  I finally achieved 12.90 quarters at 106 mph, great for an L-36.  That still 

left me nearly 2 car lengths behind my ex-Army friend at the 1/4 mile mark. 

 With children (one daughter here and another on the way), there was no way to convince my wife that a new Vette 

was practical.  I kept the L-36 for 14 years.  It joined an ensemble of family cars: a Vega wagon, Chevy Citation, 454 Chevy 

wagon (a disappointment that was costly - 17 second quarters and 7 mpg), and the famous but nightmarish Chevy diesel V8 

wagon.  In 1978, a work colleague told me of a wrecked ‘54 buried on his family farm in Kentucky.  A close friend and I 

drove down to see it (with a trailer), evaluate whether it was restorable, and brought it home. It was a multi-year garage pro-

ject.  

The old 390 started looking much better as everything else seemed remarkably slow in the late 70’s and early 80's. 

By '81 by all standards, it was actually fast. Amazing!  One day a stranger appeared at work looking for me.  He told me 

that he had heard, from a mutual friend, about my Vette, that he was looking for a big block, and wondered if I could take 
him for a ride at lunchtime.  We drove to a nearby National Park road, which had many esses and a long straight, and I 

‘nailed’ it.  The 427 left in a cloud of smoke, leaving nearly 100 feet of rubber and my passenger crying for help. At about 

90 mph came the scream, "I'll buy it!, SOLD!!!"  I told him it was not for sale.  He said, “Everything is for sale!”.  He ex-

plained he had been in a motorcycle accident (with which I could empathize), he had gotten a good settlement and offered 

me double what I had paid for the car when new.  He drove me home in HIS Vette. 

 My kids were growing up and it was the first time that a Corvette was really impractical for me. However, I still 

had the restoration project. I went back to Sport Chevrolet, where I bought the 390, spoke to my now best friend, Skip 

Smith (we became inseparable friends after 14 years of service), and ordered a “hot” new '82 Z-28 Camaro.  I thought it was 

sexy (it was), practical for a small family (reasonably), and should scream (it didn't).  In fact, it was slower than molasses in 

winter.  That car was being touted as a "new high performance, fuel injected V8 designed for the '80s".  With the stock 305 

CrossFire it turned 16.50 in the quarter at 85 mph.  I was truly sorry that I had sold the big block.  Again, in a quest for more 
performance, I put a 350 motor in the Camaro, but to no avail.  The CrossFire just didn't deliver.  The complexity (computer 

controls) of changing the car to carburetion was not worth the effort.  I rented a car and started a second long-term project.  I 

had two drag racing friends, both Chevrolet mechanics, build me a 383 small block stroker motor: 4-bolt mains, pink rods, 

forged pistons, custom Lunati cam, ported and polished 2.02 heads, 150hp nitrous system, turbo 350 trans. with a 3200 rpm 

stall converter, etc.  We were looking for power!!  This was to be a “Killer Car” and it was.  It was the fastest thing I had  
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ever driven on the street.  With an open exhaust and M/T slicks the car turned 11.61 at 121 mph.  Buttoned up and shod 

with street Gatorbacks it turned 12.02 at 108 mph with A/C on and auto- shifting in (D) drive at 5000, well below its peak 

6800 limit. Unfortunately, it averaged only 6 mpg when driven enthusiastically.  Because of its diminutive 14 gal tank, it 

needed fuel every 80 miles (and it liked 100+ octane gas). Not terribly practical. The fuel system was it's eventual demise.  

One evening, on a run to test a new 850 double-pumper, the Holley carburetor power valve stuck open and saturated the 
top of the motor and the under-hood insulator with gasoline, causing the car to stall. When I restarted, it exploded in 

flames- a total loss. I sold the Camaro, in pieces, to hot rodders for parts and scrap.  

The following week, I went to my friend Skip and bought a new '88, L-98, metallic Gray/Gray, Z52 Vette.  The 

C4 was fabulous.  For that time, what refinement: automatic, Bose sound, 25 mpg, and, with a chip, exhaust, and intake air 

filter, was capable of 14 sec. quarters.  The ’54 project was then half completed (the interior and some basic bodywork).  

Skip and I realized that finding a date-matching 6-cylinder engine was tougher than we had thought (it had been replaced 

with a V8).  The sad thing was that we had all the engine components (the three carbs, manifold and all accessories). How-

ever, as luck would have it, another restorer found out about our car and he had a matching ‘54 with no interior or carbs.  

He made us an offer we could not refuse. The result was a completed ‘54 car that won Bloomington Gold. 

I drove the ‘88 for 6 years, until 1995.  I had been advising a friend on the purchase of a used Vette, but after 

searching everywhere, he decided he wanted mine. It had been garaged and he loved the color.  I had kids in college and 

assumed I would wait and buy a C5 when they came out.  However, the terrific offer for my L-98 combined with the expi-
ration of the 6-yr./100K mile warranty, convinced me to sell it. 

 My new quest was to locate another car. A new ZR-1 seemed ideal but was out of the equation.  Like most peo-

ple, I was amazed by the magazine tests, which had indicated that the price/performance quotient of the ZR-1, although 

very fast, was skewed.  Besides, tuition payments for colleges made the purchase impractical. 

 A search for a LT-1 was frustrating.  None of the colors for the '95 were exciting (I love Silver) and after driving 

the new car, I found that the performance was not much better than my slightly modified L-98.  I had Skip, then an execu-

tive at Criswell Chevrolet, look for a used '93 Anniversary LT-1 or a low mileage '94 to tide me over (with a warranty) 

until the C5 finally appeared.  He called to inform me that a customer wanting a new Lotus, had traded in a, like-new, 

black/black '94 ZR-1 with less than 5000 miles on the odo.  I had to make a decision that day.  It took 20 minutes (3 min-

utes of spooling to 7200 RPM and 18 minutes to sign the papers).  I bought the car for $45,000 on the spot. 

 Finally, I had civility, refinement, and screaming performance…excellent midrange and a fabulous top-end.  Until 
a performance enthusiast drove a ZR-1, he or she could not imagine just how well this car had been engineered.  It had it 

all!  In comparison to the LT-1: the ZR-1 came on when the LT-1 was shutting down.  Published tests had not done this car 

justice! It was nearly perfect!  The car had much more top end and more torque than the old 327/365, (although torque was 

not up to the big block).  It had wonderful road manners, was reasonably quiet (with the stock exhaust) at cruising speeds, 

a Bose CD sound system, got 24 mpg on a trip in 5th and 6th gear, and then, with the speed of a gear change, does a 

Jeckyll and Hyde.  My first pass at the strip gave me 13.10 @110, and it was just pulling hard through third gear. 

 I was absorbing all of the pros and cons of the simple modifications. At a Corvette “Dream and Drive” gathering, 

a Chevrolet engineer told me to avoid a forced air induction system because of the loss of structural integrity on the 5 mph 

bumper and the potential damage to the radiator in a parking incident.  I was also warned that the cold air box could poten-

tially force water into the intake under conditions of severe flooding. That is, apparently, why Chevrolet had not used the 

system, although the chances were remote. 

 At Carlisle 1995, I installed a special Doug Rippie chip and foam filter with open cover.  The all around driv-
ability was improved immensely.  I no longer had a low end-bogging problem. My midrange performance was now much 

improved and the relocation of the MAT sensor made a remarkable difference in hot weather.  At Carlisle, I also heard the 

Power Effects exhaust and couldn’t resist. I took delivery and installed it in September of 1995.  Eddie Witt (then at 

Criswell, now at Tony’s) a ZR-1 certified mechanic, summed it up perfectly when he said, “This exhaust is Slick”.  Instal-

lation took 45 minutes and the only tool necessary was a tubing expander with a slight tap from a mallet.  The sound was 

awesome. It is still too loud on trips, but when I drove my car every day, it sounded like it felt. The next trip to the drags 

resulted in a 12.86 at 111 mph on street tires. 

 At Carlisle 1996, I spoke, at length, to Gordon Killebrew.  After much discussion, he convinced me to buy his 

ALDL diagnostic tool from Mid America.  It was a marvel.  On the trip home, I got a “check engine light”, and his device 

indicated it was an EGR problem and that I could wait for service.  The thought of not having to seek out a dealership on a 

trip or on a weekend was reassuring.  Every Corvette owner needs to meet Gordon. 
 The C5 and C6 were still on the drawing boards.  In 1996, the ZR-1 was one of the greatest cars ever built.  Using 

drag radials, adding a 4:09 rear, and with added experience at controlling the power on launch, I have turned 11.98 at 120 

mph in the quarter.  At the Car Guys, Corvette Experience at Summit Point in August of 1996, the car was spectacular.  I 

was able to turn 1.33 lap times on street tires, which was very respectable.  Later the addition of R1 tires and more experi-

ence at the track, allowed 1.24 laps.  
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The ZR-1 was great on the street and a wonderful daily driver.  I now have 80,000 miles on the odo and, even 

now, I look in awe at the car. By 2000, when I realized that the ZR-1 would not last forever, I sought out a new car as a 

daily driver.   

In 1997, Renee and I had attended the formal unveiling of the C5 at the Corvette Museum (a successful fundraiser 

to help promote and support the NCM), and I loved the car.  After driving one, I was convinced that I would buy it, but not 
in the first year of a completely redesigned and manufactured car.  I waited  to see whether there would be a NEW ZR-1.  

There was not, and when the Z06 was introduced in 2000, I was (initially) not all that impressed. Too much was missing 

(sacrificed for weight) in that car.  However, one of our CCA members had a 1999 C5 (blk/blk) that she was selling to buy 

the Z06.  The car was used only for show (won best C5 at Carlisle) and had 1,600 miles on the clock…..a no-brainer. It 

was a great daily driver, I still had the ZR-1 to play with occasionally (I still do), and on an extended trip to upstate NY 

(1000 miles) the ’99 averaged 31 mpg. …In relative comfort. 

In November of 2004, Skip, still at Criswell asked if I wanted to drive the new C6.  I was really impressed and 

loved the way it looked. I ordered one that night, without discussing it with Renee.  She lectured me on our dogmatic rule 

to never buy a first year Corvette. We had experienced the introduction of 6 generations of Corvette, and the first year cars 

ALL had their problems.  The C5 was not too bad, since so much was computerized, but still, there were issues.  When the 

C6 came in, Renee told me it was beautiful, but not to call her when it broke.  Believe it or not, it broke twice in the first 

year. I have since found out that the 2005 rear axels were defective on the early cars (both sheared off on mine).  All things 
considered, the 2005 C6 was a wonderful car.  I had 25,000 miles on it when Renee and I decided to make a 65th Birthday 

present for me…a new Z06.  

My friend, Skip, with whom I had owned cars, and from whom I had purchased all my cars since 1968, suddenly 

died. I realized that I was not waiting any longer to buy the Z06.  I went to Criswell, traded the C6, and took the plates and 

papers to the NCM to have a Museum Delivery… a wonderful experience. 

The Z06 can only be described as frightening when under full throttle. It is an exercise in torque and throttle man-

agement. In fact, it is more difficult to drive fast than any car I have ever owned. The computer interferes with techniques 

that were used in times past….like power shifting and clutch sliding (read John Armstong’s articles in Vette Magazine).  

When I first asked Renee what she thought (of the power), she replied, “you will have people throwing up in this car”. I 

went to one of John Armstrong’s drag events and my first pass, on street tires, was 11.42 @ 127mph. Scary. With a bor-

rowed set of drag radials, I turned a 10.87 @ 129mph. Now comes the really remarkable part: in traffic it’s a dream. There 
is 427 c.i. torque AND good mileage. Renee teases me in saying, she hates shifting, so she uses ONLY third gear!  I cringe 

at the thought! 

I’ve enjoyed every minute of my eight (8) Corvettes over the last 50 years.  Until now, the ZR-1 had been the 

epitome of what a Corvette should be. It probably still is, especially with the supercharged 620 hp car.  It was and is pow-

erful, beautiful and very sexy. For 20 years, it has been an extension of my being. As Jim Schefter described in All Cor-

vettes are Red, “it was a car to wear, not drive”. I wore it for years, and do not intend to wear it out.  So now I wear and 

drive the Z06.  What’s next, I do know after sitting in the C7 at Carlisle!  It’s been a golden 50 years in the Marque called  

“Corvette”.  

 

Happy Birthday to me! 
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CCA Founder’s Day Picnic 
Saturday, September 21, 2013 

 

 
The CCA’s Annual Founder’s Day Picnic is scheduled for Saturday, September 21st , so make sure to 

put this date on your calendar.  Similar to last year, the picnic will start at noon in the Nuthatch Pavil-

ion at Seneca Creek State Park in Gaithersburg.  Refer to the map below or follow this link to http://

dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/senecamap.asp.  Please note that each car will be charged a $3.00 

entrance fee into the park. Hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, rolls, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, condiments, 

sodas, water, paper plates, utensils and cups will be provided by the club.  Each member should bring 

a dish to share and any other beverages that you would like to drink.  The club has procured an alcohol 

permit for the picnic, so feel free to bring your favorite beer, wine or other beverage to enjoy.  Please 

RSVP to Nita Armstrong (nitasarmstrong@gmail.com or 443-852-1922) by Wednesday, September 

18th with what dish you plan to bring so that we may purchase food accordingly.  Shine up your Cor-

vette, don a CCA t-shirt and cruise on over to Seneca Creek State Park for an enjoyable afternoon.  

See you there! 

 
 

 

Nuthatch 

Pavilion 

http://dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/senecamap.asp
http://dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/central/senecamap.asp
mailto:nitasarmstrong@gmail.com
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Attention all Beach Freaks and Corvette Nuts!!! 

Ocean City Corvette Weekend is upon us!! 

This year promises to be the best Corvette Weekend in years!  I have been in close correspondence 

with the organizers of Free State Corvette Club’s Ocean City Corvette Weekend and they have been 

busy making this the best event ever!!  So please get your registrations into FSCC as soon as possible.  

http://www.corvetteweekend.com 

 

Additionally, this year I will be organizing the boardwalk cruise for CCA members which in theory 

will keep us all rolling together as a unified club!!  This has looked so good in the past to see G’Burg 

and Corvette Annapolis as a single group of Corvettes rolling down the boards.  I’d like us to do the 

same this year!! 

 

Here is the deal!! If you participate in the Boardwalk Cruise, CCA will provide you with a windshield 

banner free of charge to apply to your car for the cruise down the boardwalk.  We will group as a club 

on Saturday no later than 12 noon at a nearby location (TBD) to get organized and make sure everyone 

has their CCA windshield banners in place.  The banners are static cling material and are easily re-

moved, so there will be no mess on your car.  I plan to help people apply them on Friday or Saturday 

during our down times.  These banners are ONLY for those driving down the boardwalk, so be sure to 

keep the boardwalk cruise in your weekend plan.  I will hand out banners to those that commit to roll 

the boards with us on Friday at Bull on the Beach or on Saturday at the 12 noon meeting. 

 

On the next page is a basic itinerary for the weekend.  Of course you can modify it to suit you own 

fun!! 

 

I really recommend participating in either both or one of the Free State Buffet dinners if you have 

never done this before.  It is a great way to get the full experience.  There have been improvements this 

year in the food caterer and choices of food.  So keep that in mind when registering.  If you choose not 

to participate in the planned FSCC buffets there will be other CCA members that will be making alter-

nate plans that you can piggy back with.  However you must register online to buy the buffet dinner 

tickets.  They will not be available at Ocean City during the event.  Online registration closes on Sep-

tember 14th. 

 

http://www.corvetteweekend.com
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FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th 

11:00 AM Registration opens at the Clarion (No Saturday registration) 

Noon until 3PM – Bull on the Beach 94th street with Corvette Club of America friends 

3PM Clarion Hotel for registrations, T-shirts, or other event purchases 

7PM – 11PM – Clarion Host Hotel for Free State Kickoff Party and Dinner 

(see details at website) 

Or 

7PM – 11PM – Hang out at 45th Street Tap House Bar and Grill with CCA Friends 

 

SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 5TH 

7:30 AM Gates open for the OC Inlet Corvette Shows 

9:30 AM Rags down for Show participants 

9:45- 12:00PM Judging (Awards Presented Saturday evening) 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON – BOARDWALK PARADE 

12:00 Noon - CCA Boardwalk Cruisers meet outside of the inlet area to organize and group 

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Boardwalk Parade 

For Corvette Club of America to be able to drive down the boardwalk as a club together we will need to meet 

off-site at nearby location and group. We will then proceed as a group to the inlet and be staged for the Board-

walk Drive. If you are participating in the Inlet Corvette Fun Shows you will need to leave the show lot early 

and join the CCA caravan to stage with us. Details will be outlined as the date grows nearer. 

 

5:30PM until 7:00PM – For those not attending the Free State Corvette Club Dinner, some CCA members will 

be going to dinner at a separate location (TBD) 

6:00 PM to 7:30PM – Dinner at the Clarion 

7:45 PM Awards Ceremony at the Clarion—This is fun and is included in your registration. As I understand 

there are a great number of excellent raffle and door prizes this year. 

SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 6TH 

8:00 AM Breakfast at (TBD) 
Leave for home after breakfast. 

 

 

Contact Don Haller if you have any questions- 

dhphotoz@comcast,net  Or (443) 939-1852  

mailto:dhphotoz@comcast,net
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Locations:       Buffalo Wild Wings 

Central Park Wegmans     10107 Southpoint Parkway 

2281 Carl D. Silver Parkway     Fredericksburg, VA  22407  

Fredericksburg, VA  22401     http://www.bwws.net/Southpoint.aspx  

http://www.wegmans.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-

1&storeId=10052&catalogId=10002&partNumber=STORE_41  

http://www.bwws.net/Southpoint.aspx
http://www.wegmans.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=10052&catalogId=10002&partNumber=STORE_41
http://www.wegmans.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=10052&catalogId=10002&partNumber=STORE_41
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Location: Buffalo Wild Wings 

  10107 Southpoint Parkway 

  Fredericksburg, VA  22401 

  http://www.bwws.net/Southpoint.aspx  

http://www.bwws.net/Southpoint.aspx
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VERY IMPORTANT LODGING INFORMATION FOR  

2014 CARAVAN PARTICIPANTS 

MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATIONS NOW – DON’T WAIT Hotel reservation information 

is at the end of this section.  In order to get the Caravan LOW rate, you MUST CALL the hotel phone 

number directly – you will not get the LOW rate if you book through the website. 

On Saturday, August 23, 2014, the Mid-Atlantic caravan will leave from Sport Chevrolet, 3101 Auto-

mobile Blvd, Silver Spring, MD 20904 at 10:00am and head down I-95 to Concord, NC where we will 

join up with the caravans from NC and SC.  We will pick up VA participants along the way. 

We will stop at the I-95 Southbound Rest Areas to allow participants to join us enroute.  You are wel-

come to join us anywhere along our route.  Please let me know if you decide to do so and we will plan 

to meet you. 

 

Please carefully read the following and make your overnight reservations accordingly.  Please espe-

cially note the hotel reservation arrangements in Bowling Green, KY.  Let me know if you have ques-

tions or if I can be of further assistance. 

The Hotel in Concord NC is The Hampton Inn, I-85 at Exit 49, 9850 Weddington Rd., Concord, 

NC 28027.  

 Saturday, August 23, 2014:  We will start the fun with a Meet & Greet event and Caravan Regis-

tration Check-in at the host hotel.  Hotel Reservation Information listed below.  Dinner on your own at 

one of the many great local restaurants. 

 Sunday August 24, 2014:  Caravan Registration Check-in continues. Interested participants will 

be able to run track laps on the Charlotte Motor Speedway track –between 8:00 am – 12:00 pm.  There 

will be a separate charge for this activity – fee TBD.   Additional track information and the process for 

enrollment will be communicated as we get closer to the event. An evening dinner will be held at the 

host hotel, starting at 4:30pm, for registered caravan participants. 

 Monday, August 25,   Caravan Registration-Check-in and a day of Race Team Shop Tours, shop-

ping and other fun activities will be held.  More information will be communicated when avail-

able.  Dinner served at the hotel at 6:00 pm for registered caravan participants. 

 Tuesday August 26, 2014:  The C&VA Caravan Route begins with participants meeting at 

9:00am for breakfast, served at and hosted by our sponsor, Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet in Newton, 

NC, and the caravan will depart from there.  More information (directions, etc.) will be provided to 

participants. 

 Lunch:  The caravan will stop at the famous Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC for lunch at the 

Deer Park Restaurant. There will be a charge for lunch-TBD. 
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 We will depart Biltmore at approximately 2:00pm for our final destination that day, which will be 

the Hampton Inn & Suites Sevierville at 105 Stadium Drive, Kodak, TN.  Final Caravan Registra-

tion Check-in available, and pizza, drinks and an ice cream social will be served to round out our day. 

Please note:  Those who are not starting in Concord but plan to join the Caravan in Sevierville/

Kodak, TN on Tuesday evening --please plan to join us for the festivities at the Hampton Inn & Suites 

Sevierville, and pick up your caravan registration packet.  More detailed info will be available later. 

  Wednesday, August 27, 2014: 

 BY 10:00am - Meet at the Smoky Mountain Stadium parking lot, directly adjacent to the Hamp-

ton Inn. 

 Lunch:  We’ll be stopping in Columbia, KY for food and fuel before we make the final run into 

the Museum. 

 The Caravan Route will follow I-40 W, to I-75 N, to Kentucky 80 W, to I-65S and ARRIVE at 

the National Corvette Museum that afternoon. 

Note:  More detailed Caravan Calendar information will be provided as we get closer to the event. 

Caravan Hotel Reservation Information: 

Host Hotel in Concord, NC: Hampton Inn 

(3 nights – August 23, 24, 25, 2014) 

      I-85 Exit 49, 9850 Weddington Rd., Concord, NC 28027 

      Call DIRECT to the Hotel -  (704)979-5600 (Not 1-800 #) 

      Tell them you are with the Carolinas & VA Corvette Caravan 

      Rate is $85 per night plus tax.  

      Please call ASAP to make your reservations – Limited number of Rooms. 

 Hampton Inn & Suites Sevierville, TN 

(1 night – Tuesday, August 26, 2014) 

      105 Stadium Drive, Kodak, TN 37764. 
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     Call DIRECT to the Hotel – (865)-465-0590 (Not website or 1-800 #) 

     Tell them you are with the Carolinas & VA Corvette Caravan 

     Rate is $109 per night plus tax.  

     Please call ASAP to make your reservations – Limited number of Rooms. 

 Overflow Hotel in Sevierville, TN – Fairfield Inn and Suites by Marriott 

(1 night – Tuesday, August 26, 2014) 

     3620 Outdoor Sportsman Place, Kodak, TN, 37764 

     Directly across from the Hampton Inn & Suites Sevierville 

     Call DIRECT to the hotel at 865-933-3033 (Not website or 1-800 #) 

     Tell them  you are with the Carolina's and Virginia Corvette Caravan 

     Limited number of rooms. 

     Rate is $99 per night plus tax. 

 Host Hotel in Bowling Green, KY - Hampton Inn 

(4 nights – Wednesday thru Saturday, August 27 thru August 30, 2014) 

     233 Three Springs Road, Bowling Green, KY 42104 

     Only 120 rooms available 

     Must START the Caravan in Concord, NC with C&VA Group 

     Those  Already Registered for the 2014 Caravan (C&VA and NCM) will have first opportun-  

 ity for a room at Hampton Inn in Bowling Green, KY – until all rooms are reserved. 

     All Reservations for Hampton Inn-Bowling Green MUST be made through C&VA Regis- 

 tration Chair (Carolyn) via email.  Hotel will NOT take reservations via phone or via web

 site or 1-800#. 
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 Hampton Inn Bowling Green Reservation Process: 

 ONE Room per Couple (per car) may be Reserved 

 Send email  to Carolyn Zimmer, velocityvette77@yahoo.com 

 Include Registrant Name(s) in the email 

 Confirm in the email that you are STARTING CARAVAN in CONCORD, NC 

 List Check OUT date in the email 

      List of Valid Registrant Names will be provided to the Hampton Inn BG by Caravan Captain. 

      Email confirmations will be sent to Registrants receiving a room at the Hampton Inn, along 

with a date by which you will need to confirm your reservation by Credit Card with the Hotel, and 

a telephone number to call. 

      For those not receiving a room at Hampton Inn, Bowling Green Visitor’s Bureau is developing 

a website to list available rooms at available hotels. We will keep you posted on when that website 

is available.  

This information, as well as additional Caravan details, will be posted on the 2014 Mid-Atlantic http://

www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/ AND Carolinas & Virginia Caravan Websites:    and http://

www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/  Please check them often. 

 Ron Hamrah 

Mid-Atlantic Caravan Captain 

cell 202-630-8318 

mailto:velocityvette77@yahoo.com
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/midatlantic/
http://www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/
http://www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/
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Scenes from Carlisle 2013 
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The Corvette Courier September 2013    Page 39 
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Baltimore Grand Prix 2013 
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ALMS Race at Road America and some more of 

Jon’s and Evelyn’s 

Excellent Vacation 

Several of my cousins 

rafting on the Bitterroot 

River in Hamilton, 

Montana 

Below: 

 

The “senior” Cousin 

and host for the group 

reunion. 
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Above: 

 

A gathering of Cousins.  This was the 

first time in the past 50 years that we 

were all together at the same time. 

Right: 

 

The monument at the Little 

Big Horn National Park. 
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The rodeo at the Cheyenne Frontier Days celebration. 
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Left: 

 

In Fort Collins Colorado 

you can find decorated 

pianos like this all over 

the town.  It is really 

pretty neat.  Local artists 

paint them and each one 

has a tarp that residents 

flip over them in case it 

rains.  All the pianos are 

fully functional and tuned.   

People stop and play them 

all the time. 

Below:  No trip to the Black Hills would be complete without a stop at Mount Rushmore. 
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Homestake Mine, Lead, South Dakota.  It is hard to tell from the photo but this open cut mine is more 

than a half mile wide and 1200 feet deep.  Along with the open cut mine there is a conventional deep 

mine that has miles of tunnels going down 8000 feet.  The Homestake mine has produced one half of 

all the gold mined in the U.S.  It is not in operation today.  The Sanford Underground Research Facil-

ity is using the deep mine for neutrino studies funded by the Department of Energy and they have a 

lab set up underground in the tunnels at the 4,850 foot level.  
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We visited Sturgis less 

than one week before 

the annual bike rally.  

There were motorcycles 

everywhere! 

Below, 

 

Deadwood South Dakota at the grave sites of Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier September 2013    Page 51 

Left: 

Stingray pace car at Road 

America just before the 

race on August 11th. 

Below: 

Not a Stingray.  But it is my car (complete with CCA tags) representing the club at the Road 

America Corvette Corral.  At this point about 5000 miles worth of bugs have been removed in 

order not to embarrass the owner. 
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Above:  Command Central located at the pit wall. 

Below:  This guy is almost always on the phone!  Doug Fehan working as usual. 
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Here is a pickup full of Corvette Racing junk.  Most of it was contributed by Jan Magnussen who 

wrecked the #3 car at Mosport this year at the end of qualification.  Thanks to the generosity of many 

Corvette fans in the Corral this load of stuff raised $25,000 for a Dan Bink’s supported charity.  And a 

Corvette Racing supplier matched the amount for a total of $50,000.  The highlight of the day was 

that following the auction of all of this stuff, Doug Fehan talked Tommy Milner into auctioning off 

the “shirt off his back” for the charity! 
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Road America 

has a great Corral 

managed by the 

Kettle Moraine 

Corvette Club. 

Below: 

Our guys finished at Road America in second and third place for two very nice podium spots. 
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Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 

first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia.  At that time the 

club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under con-

sideration.  At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the 

Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organiza-

tion. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club 

of America took the first steps toward forming a 

national organization by laying the ground work 

for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a 

group which now includes 262 clubs with more 

than 17,500 members.  The Corvette Club of 

America is a proud member of the East Region 

of the NCCC.  As one of the founding clubs of 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA 

is honored to have been assigned club number 1 

in the organization. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

 

President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Vice President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Secretary  Roxana Hegarty (301)515-5842        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)630-8318 
Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Gary Maul (443)517-3710 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Don Haller (443)964-8832 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight (301)785-9024 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 J.J. Muldoon’s  
 16143 Shady Grove Rd. 
 Gaithersburg, Md.  20877 
 301-258-8866     
 http://www.mymuldoons.com 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

 September 10th
 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

 September 24rd
 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 

http://www.mymuldoons.com
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

est
 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

