
March 2013 

 

 

The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

Spring is around the corner, but I’m not naïve enough to think that we won’t get hit with another blast of 

winter weather before it arrives. We did have great weather for our Valentine’s Day lunch at Mike’s Crab 

House and the turnout was great with well over 50 members in attendance. Thanks to Jim and Regina for 

the special chocolate covered strawberry treats. 

 

On the competitive side, Pat Roney organized a great Go Kart racing event at All Sport Grand Prix in 

Dulles, VA. We had our best ever turnout for this event with members from the Northern Virginia and 

G’Burg Corvette Clubs joining us for the afternoon. After the event we all assembled at Joe’s Pizza for 

some great food, drink and camaraderie. Pictures from both of these events are posted in the Photo Album 

section on our web site CCA Photo Album. There are also several photos included later on in this newslet-

ter, so keep on reading. 

 

Many of you really liked our Valentine’s lunch at Mike’s Crab House in Riva, MD, so we decided to or-

http://picasaweb.google.com/110671493147914087244


Keep the wheels turning and 

don’t forget to shift gears. 

Rich Taylor 

 

CCA President 

 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

 

240-460-9797 
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ganize another lunch cruise to Mike’s Crab House in Pasadena, MD located at 1402 Colony Rd Pasa-

dena, MD 21122. You can get directions to the restaurant here: http://www.mikescrabhouse.com/  If 

you are interested in joining us on Sunday, March 24th at noon for a great cruise and enjoyable meal, 

please RSVP to Jim Parisi, 410-292-8722 or email him at jp71234@gmail.com. Jim and Regina will 

have another surprise waiting for us similar to the chocolate covered strawberries that we enjoyed at 

the Valentine’s lunch. I hope to see you there. 

 

We are continually looking for ways to give back to our communities especially if they involve driv-

ing cars. Well one such event that we are considering taking on is a Teen Driving School in partner-

ship with Lincoln Technical Institute. The Northern Virginia Corvette Club has a lot of experience 

putting on these events and they are working with us and Lincoln Tech to organize an Instructors 

Clinic to train instructors to teach the course. The Instructors clinic is being planned for Saturday, 

April 13th at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD. If there is enough interest and participation among our 

members for this event, then we will consider putting on a full blown Teen Driving School in the fall 

of this year. If you are interested in becoming an instructor, please contact Pat Roney directly at 

(proney42@verizon.net or 240-506-6283). 

 

As I communicated in the last newsletter, our 2013 calendar of events is in full swing and you can find 

it on the left hand side of the home page of our web site by clicking on the calendar button. Start plan-

ning your schedule now so that you don’t miss out on the variety of fun events that we have planned 

for your enjoyment. 

 

Please contact me directly to express your opinions about our club and its activities and to let me 

know what your interests are and what Corvette activities excite you. I’d also like to know how to in-

crease your participation in club activities and communications whether physical or virtual. You may 

also express your opinions or share information with other members on the CCA Facebook page at 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421. 

Please take the time to enjoy the rest of our great newsletter. 

mailto:richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
http://www.mikescrabhouse.com/
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:proney42@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  

 

Welcome new members      Sponsor 

          

Roger Reese Damascus, Md.  88 blue R   Jean 

Keith Weber Baltimore, Md.  82 bronze C   Web    

 

New member, Roger Reese is manager of Damascus Auto Body located at the old Damascus Motors. 

They use state of the art technology and equipment for collision repair, custom painting, classic car stor-

age, restoration, detailing.  I’m sure we will be treated very well.  We will hear much more from Damas-

cus Motors in the next newsletter. 

 

We are sorry to report member, Don Mathes had a stroke the day of the Awards dinner in Jan.  He is in 

rehab now and hopes to make a full recovery.  If you like to send him a card contact me.  My info is be-

low. 

 

Something old I’m bringing back: 

 

Members who sponsor new members this year will receive a CCA dollar play money to use towards 

events and 50/50. Don’t worry I will get you the bucks to use ASAP. 

 

NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

CCA Embroidery Club shirts are available.  Contact Rich Roe to place order.  Pre pay would be appre-

ciated.  rick@rdroe.com 

 

CCA events coming up 

 

March 24th noon Mikes Crab House Pasadena Md. See flyer 

April 20th  Autocross Primer School - Lincoln Tech 

April 21th  Double Autocross - Lincoln Tech, see details in Competition Section 

 

Members if you like to host an event please let me know. It could be a lunch, dinner outing or whatever 

you think would be fun.  Please give me a call. 
 

Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve  

Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074  

vettehon@aol.com    

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

Daylight savings time, a little sunshine for a change, slightly warmer weather, it all means that winter is 

just about over and Corvette Season is here once again.  Your club has lots of events on the calendar so be 

sure to check frequently and follow up on that New Year’s Resolution to be more active with the CCA 

this year.  Don’t miss out on the fun.  With so many club activities going on there are also many opportu-

nities to help with them.  An approaching opportunity is listed in Gary’s Competition Report.  Our first 

autocross class and event this year will be the weekend of April 20-21.  There will be a meeting to review 

event worker’s job roles at Shop Night on March 26th.  Whether or not you have helped out in the past you 

should consider attending the March Shop Night and joining in on the fun. 

 

Be sure to not miss Ron Hamrah’s Governor’s Report this month.  We have not had a major CCA road 

trip since our cruise to the NCM in 2011.  We’ll be making up for it this year with a couple of potential 

events in the planning stage – but coming up soon – and a major club event next year as part of the 2014 

NCM Caravan.  One potential 2013 event is an opportunity to meet up with some of the clubs that we will 

be joining in 2014 for the Caravan.  A second event is a CCA cruise to the NCM with a loop through 

North Carolina on the way home.  Twenty eight members have already expressed interest in this year’s 

NCM and North Carolina cruise.  Check Ron’s article and contact him to get on the mail list for the event. 

 

I am putting the final touches on a big road trip of my own this year.  Evelyn and I had planned on going 

out to Road America at Elkhart Lake Wisconsin to attend the ALMS race in early August.  We’ll be meet-

ing up with Canadians that we have been with for the past two years at the Mosport ALMS race.  Another 

thing making this a unique race is that it is the only one that will feature both ALMS and Grand-AM 

events on the same weekend as sort of an experiment before the merged race schedule next year.  The 

ALMS race had been on the plan for awhile but then a family “cousins” reunion was planned for July out 

in Hamilton Montana.  Because of the timing of that event Evelyn and I decided to put together a month-

long major “big loop” road trip that will include a northern route through North Dakota to get to Hamilton 

for the reunion.  Following that we will head down to Cheyenne Wyoming and attend the big rodeo festi-

val during “Cheyenne Days.”  From there we’ll go to the Black Hills in South Dakota to visit Deadwood, 

the parks, and Sturgis.  Following that we head to Souix Falls, then the Wisconsin Dells, and then finally 

to our meeting spot in Port Washington Wisconsin for the ALMS race.  The major route planning has 

been completed and now I am filling in odd spots along the way that we’ll want to see.  Between this trip 

and the club events I’m going to have a lot of seat time in the vette this summer.  Hopefully I’ll get some 

good pictures and an article or two for the CCA Courier along the way.  This will be our first long trip in 

the vette since spending a month in Texas in 2010.  We covered a lot of ground in our 2012 trip to the Se-

bring ALMS with the NCM but this will be just our second month-long trip in the vette.  I’ll have to re-

learn what I discovered about packing for a month in the Z06! 

 

Speaking of Sebring, the 12-hour ALMS race is this coming weekend.  I wish I could be there again but 

I’ll be watching it on the TV this time.  Be sure to cheer for Corvette Racing!  

Save the Wave! 

Jon Thorn, CCA Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

 

We started the season off with our annual Go-Kart Race on February 23rd at Allsport Grand Prix 

in Dulles, Virginia. Pat Roney did an excellent job of organizing this event again this year.  We 

had some CCA members head down to VIR for the first road course event of the year.  Please 

check out Pat’s articles on both of these events.  

 

Our first autocross event on 20/21 April is coming up quickly.  An email will be sent out to club 

members requesting volunteers to work at the event.  Please volunteer to ensure we have a suc-

cessful event.   I will be reviewing worker responsibilities at the Mar 26 shop night.   

 

 We are finalizing the updates to the CCA  competition web page.  This page will have lots of in-

formation on HPDE and autocross, including a calendar of events and links to the many venues 

and organizations that sponsor events.  An email will be sent to members when the page goes live.   
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Corvette Club of America Karting 2013 by Pat Roney 
 

What an exciting day.  Everyone seemed to have fun for the 4rd annual Karting event to get our Com-

petition group ready for the upcoming season.  We had a record turn out again with about twice as 

many participants as last year.  4 groups for the Micro Grand Prix and one Arrive & Drive group as 

well as a practice session Arrive and Drive for some of the Micro Grand Prix racers.  The groups 

were set up based on the best lap time from years past and this worked out very well this year keep-

ing the most aggressive drivers separated from the less aggressive drivers.  This event has grown over 

the years from 18 participants in 2010, 21 participants in 2011, 26 participants in 2012, to the current 

41 participants.  Once you have tried this event you will certainly want to do it again.   

Check out this awesome group of racers. 

 

Getting the low down on the rules and the best way around the track by Francois, owner and operator 

Allsports Grand Prix.  
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Some of our racers out on the track. 

A close race coming into the Spectators Turn. 
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AND THE WINNERS ARE: 

Micro Grand Prix 

Group 1 winners:   

1st place - Andrej     

Balanc (NVCC) 

2nd place - Stewart Fox 

(NVCC) 

3rd place - Pat Roney 
 

With our fellow racer 

and CCA President 

awarding the trophies. 
 

This is Andrej’s third 

year winning our 

Karting Event.  Stewart 

Fox also made the po-

dium last year with a 

3rd place finish.   
 

Maybe we should look 

for a venue in our back-

yard next year. 

Group 2 winners: 

1st place - Gary Maul 

(our Competition     

Director) 

2nd place – John      

Durscher 

3rd place – Bryan Kinch 

 

A full podium of 

CCA’ers. 

 

(See also the article on 

Chin Motorsports event 

at Virginia Interna-

tional Raceway March 

2 & 3 for more on John 

Durscher’s driving abil-

ity.) 
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Micro Grand Prix 

Group 3 winners: 

1st place – Pat Sullivan (ODCC) 

2nd place – Andy Foldenauer 

(ODCC) 

3rd place – Dave Dubois (NVCC)  

Micro Grand Prix 

Group 4 winners: 

1st place – Shawn Kapaska 

2nd place – Donald Divver 

3rd place – Pat Acierto 

 

Tina and Scott Decker’s group 

dominated Group 4 taking all 3  

podium positions.  It was a great 

day for Shawn as it was his 

birthday.  

Arrive and Drive winners: 

1st place – Roxanna Hegarty 

2nd place – Suzie Clark 

3rd place – Al Hegarty 

 

How about our own CCA Secre-

tary taking the top podium posi-

tion?  I knew Roxanna was a 

racer.  And isn’t that wild Al 

Hegarty also on the podium.  

Congrats also to Suzie for her 3rd 

year on the podium and moving 

up to 2nd place. 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier March 2013    Page 10 

Thanks again to Lynn and Andrej Balanc for setting up the luncheon after the event at Joe’s            

Restaurant.  As usual, the food was good and the service was very good considering we had about 40 

for lunch.  

Our CCA executives mulling over the day. 

 

Thanks to all that participated for making this such a great event.  A special thanks to Evelyn Thorn for 

keeping track of the winners and to Jon Thorn’s sister Mary for being the event photographer. 

 

I hope to see you all at next years Karting event.  Until then, drive safely on the road and save the 

speed for the track. 
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Virginia International Raceway with Chin Motorsports 3/2 & 3/3, 2013 

By Pat Roney 

 

Six Corvette Club of America members left from the Park and Ride at Rt 124 & Rt 270 Friday March 

1st for a weekend of fun at Virginia International Raceway.  One thing we all agreed on, it was cold.  

That did not stop us from having a great time all weekend.  Once down there we met up with a couple 

of our Cornercraver buddies to complete our group.  Friday evening we prepped the cars and went 

through registration and Tech in. 

 

Saturday morning 7:30am we were in the drivers meeting and then out on the track for a warm up ses-

sion with no passing allowed.  John had arranged for me to be his instructor so I rode with him for all 

of his sessions.  The real action started at 9am with 4 regular sessions for each of the three groups.  

We ended the day with a Happy Hour with all groups allow on track at the same time.  The Novice 

group had a couple of 1 hour class sessions where they learned about car control and track safety in-

cluding flag recognition.  Sunday was a repeat of the Saturday schedule.  Once again I was so busy 

that I didn’t get any pictures, but John’s wife Diane helped out in that area. Unfortunately, we didn’t 

get any pictures of the rest of our group. 

 

Check out the pictures below. 

John D. out in front leading the pack through turn 3. 
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John still leading the pack as he heads into turn 4.  

Part of our group, Bob C. blue Z06 next to his trailer, & John D. CRM Grand Sport taken 

from my GoPro camera.  
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Getting the car ready to head back home.  Thanks for the help John. 

 

We all love to talk about these High Performance Driver Education events (HPDE) so if you would 

like to learn more please ask.  It is not as intimidating as you might think. This is the best way to 

see how your car handles, and is much better than speeding on the street.  

Upcoming Events 

 
We have added an additional autocross event this year for a total of five.  These autocross events are 

planned starting in April including five Autocross Primer classes for beginners. The schedule is shown 

later in this report. 

 

 For the road racers, there will be group participation in many High Performance Drivers Events 

(HPDEs) at tracks such as VIR, Summit Point, Watkins Glen, New Jersey Motorsports Park  and 

maybe even Sebring or Road Atlanta.   You are put into groups, depending on your level of experi-

ence and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride along with you. This is a great way to learn 

how to get the most out of your car in a safe and controlled environment. These events combine class-

room time with track time to teach both the theory and physical control aspects of high speed driving.   
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Note that The National Corvette Museum (NCM) is again sponsoring an HPDE at VIR that has been 

confirmed for June 24th and 25th.   In addition to this yearly event, NCM has added another HPDE at 

Sebring for March 29th and 30th.  Another couple of major event are the Baltimore Grand Prix on 

Aug 30th and 31st and ALMS at VIR on Oct 3 thru 5.   Both of these are major events on the ALMS 

racing calendar and were very successful last year 

 

The schedule for our planned autocross events is shown below.  The schedule for HPDE track events 

is on the next page. 

   

CCA Autocross Schedule 
Apr 20 -  Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

Apr 21  -  Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

May 18 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

May 19 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

July 13 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

July 14 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

Aug 10 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

Aug 11 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

Oct 12 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

Oct 13 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

NOTE:  We will review workers job requirements (Tech in, Registration, Front 

gate, etc.) at the shop night on Mar 26 so that we are prepared for our first Auto-

cross.  Please attend if you are a worker. 

Well that’s all for now.   As we start this new season,  please contact me if you have an interest in 

driving your car in a competitive event. 

 

Gary Maul 
CCA Competition Director 
gmaul25@gmail.com 
443-517-3710 

 

mailto:Richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com


2013 HPDE TRACK SCHEDULE  
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DATE TRACK ORGANIZATION SIGN UP OPENING DATE COST 

Mar 22-24 VIR FULL NASA-MA Open now $397 

Mar 29 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Apr 21 SP SHENANDOAH SCCA Mar 17, 2013 (approx) $250 

Apr 26 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Apr 27-28 SP MAIN NASA-MA Open now $339 

May 04-05 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $435 

May 18-19 SP SHENAN. TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $400 

May 20-21 WATKINS GLEN CHIN Mar 18, 2013 TBD 

Jun 07-09 VIR MAIN TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $435 

Jun 14-16 SP MAIN HYPRFST NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Jun 21 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Jun 22-23 NJMP LIGHTNNG TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 $435 

Jun 24-25 VIR MAIN HPDE NCM Feb 20, 2013 $475 

Jun 29 SP SHEN. HPDE SCCA May 25, 2013 (approx) $250 

Jul 03-04 VIR FULL HPDE CHIN   TBD 

Jul 05 SP MAIN ADE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Jul 06-07 SP MAIN HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Jul 08-09 SP MAIN ADE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Jul 19-21 VIR FULL HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Jul 27 SP Shenandoah SATT Open now $250 

Aug 17-18 SP MAIN HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Aug 24 SP Jefferson SATT Open now $250 

Aug 26-27 VIR FULL HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Sep 02-03 WATKINS GLEN HPDE CHIN   TBD 

Sep 13 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Sep 14-15 SP MAIN HPDE SCCA Aug 10, 2013 (approx) $275 

Sep 28 SP Shenandoah SATT Open now $250 

Oct 05-06 SP SHEN. HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Oct 11 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Oct 11-13 VIR FULL HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Oct 26 SP Shenandoah SATT Open now $250 

Oct 27-28 VIR FULL HPDE CHIN   TBD 

Nov 02-03 SP MAIN HPDE NASA-MA ???? TBD 

Nov 11 VIR FULL HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Nov 12 VIR GRAND HPDE TRACKDAZE JAN. 1, 2013 TBD 

Nov 15 SP Main FATT Open now $250 

Yellow highlight indicates member(s) plan to participate 

 

Sponsor/Event Links: 

Chin – Membership $50/13 months;  http://www.chinmotorsports.com/  

FATT – Membership not required; http://www.summitpointfatt.com/  

NASA – Membership $45/year; http://www.nasaracing.net/ 

NCM – Membership $50/year; http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2013.shtml  

TrackDaze - Membership not required; https://www.trackdaze.com/  

SCCA - Membership not required; http://www.scca.com/ 

http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
http://www.nasaracing.net/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/calendar/ncm_events_2013.shtml
https://www.trackdaze.com/
http://www.scca.com/
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com 

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Life on the edge at Aspen, CO... 

 

BIG THINGS are happening.  Imagine thousands of Corvettes caravaning cross-country to Bowling 

Green, KY. 

 

Block your calendar and join us in one or both of the following MULTI-CLUB CARAVANS.  Email 

me with your contact info so we can define the ground track and block hotel rooms enroute as soon as 

possible. 

 

We are currently planning a 2013 familiarization cruise to Virginia Beach, VA to meet some of the 

other clubs who will be making the 2013 and/or 2014 trips to the National Corvette Museum.  We will 

have more specific details in our April newsletter.   

 

Twenty-eight (28) club member have indicated their desire to participate in the 2013 summer cruise to 

Bowling Green, as indicated below. 

 

June 23 – 28, 2013  

60th Corvette Anniversary Celebration  

C7 Display and Walk-Around 

54th Annual NCCC Convention 

 Groundbreaking of the New Corvette Motorsports Park (see the CCA Acre)  Go with us on 

 the 2013 NCM trip.  We’ll run the Tail of the Dragon http://tailofthedragon.com/dragon.html 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://tailofthedragon.com/dragon.html
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 and the Cherohala Skyway - http://www.cherohala.com/  We will also stop at the famous                  

 Biltmore http://www.biltmore.com/ in Asheville, NC. 

 Late breaking news (we may have to bypass the esteemed Cherohala Skyway): 

http://www.grahamstar.com/articles/2013/01/17/breaking_news/doc50f86f49a2530449359649.txt  

August 23-31, 2014 

The 20th Anniversary National Corvette Museum Caravan 

Sign up now at http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml and help us plan 

our 2014 road trip from the DC area to the Corvette Plant and Museum in Bowling Green, KY.  Our 

current plan is to join with more than 200 caravaners from clubs in VA, NC and SC.  Email me NOW 

so we can build our trip details.  Check it out and REGISTER NOW at http://

www.corvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/ 

 

If you are interested in an early May trip to Asheville, NC, check out the RTP Corvette Club at: 

http://rtp-corvettes.com/?p=1356.  

 

NEW  NCCC  NATION-WIDE  TRAVEL  SUPPORT 

NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs 

who have volunteered  their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member 

needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory.  Please contact me 

for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like the reference list. 

 

Check out the following informative websites: 

 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1  If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR 

SALE, go to "Listings." 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 

Due to the lull in East Region club activities during the winter, this section will resume in the March 
newsletter. 

http://www.cherohala.com/
http://www.biltmore.com/
http://www.grahamstar.com/articles/2013/01/17/breaking_news/doc50f86f49a2530449359649.txt
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20info.shtml
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/va-nc-sc/
http://rtp-corvettes.com/?p=1356
http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/bash/info.shtml
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Members, 

 

Many of you really liked our Valentine’s lunch at Mike’s Crab House in Riva, MD, so 

we decided to organize another lunch cruise to Mike’s Crab House in Pasadena, MD 

located at 1402 Colony Rd Pasadena, MD 21122.  

 

You can get directions to the restaurant here: http://www.mikescrabhouse.com/  

 

If you are interested in joining us on Sunday, March 24th at noon for a great cruise and 

enjoyable meal, please RSVP to Jim Parisi, 410-292-8722 or jp71234@gmail.com.  

 

Jim and Regina will have another surprise waiting for us similar to the chocolate cov-

ered strawberries that we enjoyed at the Valentine’s lunch. I hope to see you there.  

 

Rich 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

301-519-5370 

http://www.mikescrabhouse.com/
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
mailto:richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
http://www.mikescrabhouse.com/
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“Racing is life…” 

 

 
By Bob Witten 

 

 

  

       The thunderbolt struck me when I was 9 years old. 

The Italians have a phrase for it, "Colpo de fumine": 

instant love, as if struck by lightning.  I was looking at 

a 1953 Corvette, white, with a red interior, which was 

owned by my grandmother's next door neighbor, 

George Moreton.  George was the chief mechanic, and, 

eventually, fuel injection specialist for Sunniday Chev-

rolet in Chicago.  He owned a new Corvette every year 

until 1965, and my interest in the Corvette grew as I 

did, until in 1964, I bought my first Corvette.  It was a 

'61 Ermine white, 4-speed fuelie with Black inte-

rior.  The VIN was 10867S109253.  It cost $ 1700.   I 

still have the bill of sale.  It was stock, except for the 

crude trailer hitch bolted through the back bumpers.  UGH.  That came off immediately! 

 

       I loved it and drove it as it was for about a year.  Then driving north on I-70 one day, as I was ap-

proaching Hancock, Maryland, the engine began making very expensive sounds.  I managed to limp 

into Hancock and, as luck would have it, coast into the parking lot of the local Chevrolet dealer!  We 

got it on a rack and pulled the pan.  It had a pile of gravel-like metal at the bottom.  It had spun at least 

one bearing.  I think the mechanics at the dealership were as upset as I was.  I called my Dad in Wash-

ington, DC.  He came to my rescue in his '61 Chrysler 300-G convertible, no less!  We lashed some-

thing together to tow the Corvette back to Altoona, Pennsylvania, where I was working. 

 

       I didn't know it at the time, but the '61's transition to race car had just begun.  I started the search 

for an engine, and eventually found a 327-350 hp in a '64 Chevelle that had gone backwards into a 

bridge abutment.  The engine was untouched.  Two weeks and four hundred dollars later, the engine 

was in the '61.  This was 1965, remember!  Holy Cow!  What a difference!  The transplant occured 

just as Tipton Dragway opened about 12 miles from Altoona,  I took it  down there and ran 17's on 

street tires with nothing more than a quick valve adjustment and check with the timing light. 

 

       I added Hedman Headers, as well as a blue metalflake paint job, hood scoop and American mags. 

It was a sweet street rod.  I bought a pair of Atlas Bucron's for race days, [remember those?] and times  
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dropped into the 16's.  I took the car to 

York US-30 Dragway one night to see if 

a different track would change times, and 

cranked out a 15.  I also got my first in 

person look at Bruce Larson's USA One 

Chevelle funny car.  What a beast!  When 

he did burnouts, it looked like the whole 

car leaped up off the track and what a 

sound!!  That night I think he was in the 

9's.  It was quite cold, which helped, I'm 

sure.  I'll never forget those forward-

canted injector horns, the tube axle and 

how the whole car would just be shaking 

as it went through the lights at the bottom 

end.  Larson was brave! 

 

       That night was also when the stock shifter broke off in my hand, on about my 5th pass, ending my 

racing for the night!  As it happened.. the Hurst tour trailer was there.  I bought a shifter on the spot, at 

a great discount, and drove 3 hours back to Altoona using a big screwdriver as a shift handle.  The 

Hurst kit went in the next week.  Again, what a difference.  The stock shifters are just awful, at least 

through '67.  My '65 came with a Hurst kit and like a dummy I traded it and cash for an original 

shifter.  Ugh. 

 

       The new engine made it clear to me I needed traction bars and actual slicks.  The rear spring wrap 

at launch was scary.  I also added a leaf to the rear springs when the traction bars went on and jumped 

to a 4:11 rear.  Hello, 13.6 on Sunoco 280!!  I was a happy guy.  This was 1967.  I had a scattershield 

and driveshaft loop installed, and that was the end of the car as a street machine.  I began running B/ 
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Modifed Sports Production under NHRA rules at the time.  The class 

record was in the low 11's. 

 

 I raised the front of the car 6 inches by bolting I-beam segments 

between the frame rails and front cross member.  [Remember, these 

were the weight transfer days].  I then pulled the heads and had them 

ported, polished and rocker studs pinned by Ladd Brothers in Hyatts-

ville, Maryland.  Herb Gebler in College Park built me a set of through-

the fender headers.  The battery went in the trunk.  I added a Crower cam, Vertex mag, Edelbrock 

cross ram manifold with two four-barrels, and a cool can.   

 

 I also bought a '59 Chevy station 

wagon and a trailer, as my tow tandem.  

 

 After learning how to drive the car 

again, after all those upgrades, I managed 

consistent 12.9's.  I went to a 4:56, then a 

4:88 rear.  I considered changing classes to 

B or C Gas, but those records were WAY 

out of reach.  My best time, in 1968, was 

12.14, at 114 mph at 75-80 Dragway in 

Monrovia, Maryland.  Never did break the 

11's.  I also raced at Capitol, Aquasco, Ma-

ple Grove, as well as Atco and Englishtown 

in New Jersey.  I was very lucky.  I never 

got hurt, and the only thing that ever broke,  
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besides the shifter, was the transmission, and that was like a grenade going off!  It blew the whole bot-

tom of the casing out.  But, every run was a thrill.  Every trip up the return road and every minute in 

the pits was a thrill.  Over the years, in addition to Larsen, I got to meet Bill "Grumpy" Jenkins, 

"Jungle Jim" Lieberman, Jere Stahl, and fellow '61 Corvette racers "Big John" Mazmanian, and  Dick 

Moroso.  To a man, they were cordial, shared stories and racing secrets and let me crawl all over their 

cars.  Mazmanian's '61 gasser was jacked up like mine, but he used blocks of wood!  In 1969, I got a 

"big-time" job offer in Philadelphia, so I had to make a decision.  I took the job and sold the car and 

trailer.  It had to be done.  It was time.  But, I regret that my racing days had to end.  What was it 

Steve McQueen said? "Racing is life.  Everything before and after is just waiting".  Exactly. 
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Valentine’s Luncheon and Cruise 

Mike’s Crab House 
February 10, 2013 

More photos from this event are available on the CCA website. 
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CCA Karting Event 

Allsports Grand Prix 
February 23, 2013 

More photos from this event are available on the CCA website. 
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Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 

first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia.  At that time the 

club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under con-

sideration.  At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the 

Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organiza-

tion. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club 

of America took the first steps toward forming a 

national organization by laying the ground work 

for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a 

group which now includes 262 clubs with more 

than 17,500 members.  The Corvette Club of 

America is a proud member of the East Region 

of the NCCC.  As one of the founding clubs of 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA 

is honored to have been assigned club number 1 

in the organization. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

 

President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Vice President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Secretary  Roxana Hegarty (301)515-5842        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)882-8157 
Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Gary Maul (443)517-3710 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Don Haller (443)964-8832 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight (301)785-9024 

Vendor & Club Relations Van Vander Haar (410)489-5002 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 J.J. Muldoon’s  
 16143 Shady Grove Rd. 
 Gaithersburg, Md.  20877 
 301-258-8866     
 http://www.mymuldoons.com 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

 March 12th
 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

 March 26th
 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 

http://www.mymuldoons.com
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

est
 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

