The World’s First Corvette Club
The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor

November 2012

Greetings,
In October we held our final autocross primer course and our final two autocross events for the year. Both
were successful. If you participated, look for the results in the racing section of our web site. We also had
a good group of members who went to Ocean City for the Annual Corvettes on the boardwalk events and
parade. The weather was a little cooler, but nice, and everyone had a great time. Look for photos on our
web site and further on in this newsletter. I hope that you are starting to get into the holiday spirit. It’s getting close to the holiday time of year and soon there may be snow on the ground. We had great weather
for our second to the last planned event for the year, Toys for Tots this past weekend. Make sure that you
take time to read the commentary and view the pictures from this event in the following sections of this
newsletter. This is a great annual event that gives under-privileged kids a chance to have a nice Christmas.
I’d like to thank Dan Girardi for coordinating this event each year and I’d like to thank those members
who turned out to make it a success. We are still lucky enough to have a few more nice sunny and semiwarm days that make for great cruising in our Corvettes. It’s not too late to organize an event, so feel free
to get in touch with any of your Board members to propose an event or just come to the Business meeting
on the second Tuesday of each month. We still have our final event of the year which is the Bikes-forTikes event that we support with Sport Chevrolet. Look for an announcement coming your way soon on
the dates to help Sport assemble the bikes and the date of the party where they will be given away to disadvantaged kids.
Congratulations to CCA for joining the National Corvette Museum’s Motorsports Park One Acre Club by
donating more than the $15,000 required to achieve this status. Several Board and club members will visit
Wendell Strode, NCM Executive Director, and Roc Linkov, NCM Events Coordinator, on November 27 th
for a special meeting and recognition of this milestone event. If you have been reading the email blasts
from Jon Thorn, then you know the purpose of this donation and its importance within the Corvette community. I’d like to personally thank all members who contributed and remind everyone that you can still
make a donation by sending a minimum $25.00 check to our Parliamentarian, Jon Thorn. Please see his
article later in this issue for more details on the November 27 th meeting. It would be a great time to visit
the NCM and we would like to see you there!
Please remember that I’d like to find out what your interests are and what Corvette activities excite you.
I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and communications whether
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physical or virtual. So log onto the CCA Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_187926317895421, or contact me directly and let me know what’s on your mind.
Please take the time to enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

Keep the wheels turning and
don’t forget to shift gears.
Rich Taylor
CCA President
richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
240-460-9797
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Membership Director—Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Welcome new member
Frank & Susan Magnanelli
Earl Mundell

Clarksburg Md.
Ellicott City, Md.

02 Elec. Blue C
13 C Black

Sponsor
Web
Sport

Corvette Updates:
Larry Pittiglio has a new 2013 - 427 conv.
Tom Boyce bought a nice C5 and his C4 is for sale.
Drew has two 1966 coupes and 04 conv.
Morris Weiss added to his collection 1980, 2011 and 2013
Larry Spilman moved to N.J. this year and had no damage to the house and garage from the storm
Sandy. No power as of last week. All his 3 Corvettes are fine.
Denise Parsons and her Inferno Orange Grand Sport have racked up lots of awards this year. She has
made lots of changes to her car.
Corvettes at Carlisle - Celebrity Choice award
Ocean City Corvette Weekend - Fun Show, C6 Honorable Mention (6 total given for C6 class)
Frederick County Corvette Show - Best in Class for C6
Toys For Tots Hooters car show - 5th place
Denise has received 3 Best in Class, 1 Best in Show, 1 Best Paint, and 1 Best Female Ride, 1 3 rd in class
and 1 Top 100 all at open shows of various sizes this year.
Membership renewals. Dead line Nov. 30th. Even though you renewed online I still need your payment
mailed to me by our dead line. Any questions please contact Jean, Membership 301-253-6074. vettehon@aol.com You have been contacted by email and snail mail.
NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com
CCA Embroidery Club shirts are available from the club web store. Go to the Members Store button
on the home page: http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
Upcoming events:
December, Sport Bikes For Tikes, we will need help assembling bikes, date to be announced.
Jan 26th 2013, Awards Dinner Party. It will be held at Alfio’s in Chevy Chase.
Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve
Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette
Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com
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The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

First on my list of things to cover this month is the status of our One Acre
Club contribution to the NCM Motorsports Park. Currently as I am writing
this, we have collected $16,775.00 for the NCM. This is simply an outstanding accomplishment for our club and I am really proud of the support we
received. The major drive to raise funds was completed on schedule at the
end of October but I am still accepting checks for $25 or more made out to the
National Corvette Museum if you want to contribute. Checks that I have received so far have been delivered to the NCM and CCA One Acre Club pins
have been distributed to the contributors. This is a poor photo of an actual pin
but I hope you’ll see a lot of members proudly wearing the real thing.
We selected November 27th as the date that the CCA will visit the NCM and get some photos commemorating our contribution to the Motorsports Park. At that time the CCA will present honorary pins to
Wendell Strode, Roc Linkov, and Connie Russell. Six members will be making a quick one day trip to
the NCM and back on a chartered flight thanks to Art Bell. The six include Art Bell, Rich Taylor, Bob
Couse, Nita Armstrong, Pat Roney and yours truly. It would be great if other CCA members could join us
as well. The fast way to do it will be a commercial flight to Nashville and a rental car up to Bowling
Green. The fun way to do it would be in your vette but it will take a few more days. Either way, plan to
join us if you possibly can on November 27th. If you think you might be able to attend please contact me.
Rambling on, I’d like to deliver some heartfelt thanks to Denise Parsons for her article on her autocross
experiences with the CCA. This is a must read. Check it out later in this issue and begin thinking about
joining in on the fun with us next Spring. If you just want to investigate I suggest showing up and watching an event to start with. Better yet, offer to help work at an event. Even better yet sign up for a school
event on a Saturday before one of the Sunday autocrosses. But if you want to enjoy a tremendous amount
of fun (with very little wear and tear on your car) then the best solution is to sign up for a school and an
autocross and give it a try. I’m sure you will be hooked if you do. You will find lots of friendly people
ready to help you get started and you might even learn something new about car handling.
This is a month for catching up. We just had our ninth annual USMCR Toys For Tots event which was a
big success. See some photos later in this issue. But, activities have begun slowing down a little as we
approach the end of the year so I also included some photos from earlier events that I have not had a
chance to get into the newsletter until now. You’ll find a collection of pictures from the Founders Day
Picnic, the ALMS race at VIR and the Freestate Ocean City Corvette Weekend. Also now that the American Le Mans Series has ended for the year I have included a summary in case you were not following the
races. Finally and sadly, motorsports and the motoring public lost a legend in October. I’ve included
some information on the life and accomplishments of John Fitch.
Be sure to check out Gary’s Competition section to see who our illustrious, and now famous instructor,
Pat Roney has been hanging out with at the Summit Point kart track. Simply amazing!
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In closing I would like to say that although we have more or less made it through this year’s National
election season there is still one important election to go yet. That is for the Board of your CCA. We
are looking for candidates. Current Board members have all agreed to serve again next year and that
is a good thing. We have an excellent and strong group of gentlemen and ladies on the current Board.
The club has had a very good year and things are going very well by most any estimate. But it is still
not good in the grand scheme of things to have the entire Board unopposed. Check your emails on
this topic and run for a Board position. Even if you want the same leadership for next year, please,
please come out to business meetings and participate. I’ve been on this bandwagon before and I’m
sure I will be on it again but the one thing this club really needs in my opinion is more participation
from the membership. A lot has been accomplished with about 30% of the members regularly participating. Think for a moment what we could do if 50% of the club regularly participated. Think of
the fun you are missing too. Show up! That’s the end of my Rambling for this month….
Save The Wave!
Jon Thorn
CCA Courier Editor

Track photos from 2012 VIR Parade Laps are now available on the ALMS website. That’s my black
Z06 going under the bridge. The 2013 VIR ALMS race will be held on October 5 th. Get your hotel
room now!
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul

Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

We conducted our last autocross primer class and autocross event of the year on Oct 6 and Oct 7. The
weather at Lincoln Technical Institute on Saturday for the autocross primer was sunny and mild. This
was perfect for the 8 students to learn autocross basics and drive the student course. On Sunday the
weather started out rainy and cool. This kept attendance down a little. As a result we decided to have
4 run sessions in each heat in lieu of our normal 3. By lunch time the rain had stopped and several
competitors decided to stay for the afternoon heats. Overall it was a good event. I would like to thank
all of the volunteers who make our autocross events successful.
With the year winding down we only have a couple more road course events scheduled for this year.
However for next year we will be adding at least one more CCA autocross event. I am also looking to
expand our participation in autocross events sponsored by other car clubs and SCCA. So, if you have
a favorite event please let me know. I hope you enjoy the following pictures of our autocross. I
would also like to thank Pat Roney for his article on the HPDE’s at VIR and Summit Point.
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Instructor Rich Taylor

Tech inspection of student cars with
John and Reggie
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Students walking the course

Students getting a car’s eye view

Students getting ready to go on
the course
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Drivers meeting

Tech guys Rich and Ray staying
dry

Timing and registration with Rick,
Nita and Giselle
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VIR and Summit Point HPDE
By Pat Roney
We have done a couple of track events this month. The end of October we headed down to Virginia
International Raceway for a 2 day event with Chin Motorsports. Sunday was a very nice track day
and we got in quite a lot of laps. However, Monday brought in the storm Sandy which made for a wet
and windy track and gave us a chance to work on our car control techniques. We ran the first 2 sessions of the day and since my student was leaving early, Bob Couse and myself decided to head for
home also. I am getting pretty bad on taking pictures so we have no pictures for this event.
November 3rd and 4th was the NASA HPDE at Summit Point and I instructed and drove for this very
cold event. I kept thinking that it is much too cold to be doing a track event. The temperature never
got out of the 40’s and the sun never came out. Since we have to run with the windows down, that
added a nice wind chill to the already cold weather. Our Sport Chevrolet Corvette mechanic Joey
Spaid and his dad were there and the 3 of us all ran in the same group. Joey’s dad and I had a great
time chasing each other on the track.
I did find one picture of the “Over the Hill Corvette Instructor Gang” that so many of us have seen at
these NASA events. It just so happened that the owner of this trailer, Jack McAfee, was also the
Chief Instructor for the event.

A group of us leave Sunday November 11th for Virginia International Raceway for a 2 day TrackDaze
event. In addition to several of our regulars, including our Competition Chair Gary Maul, his son
Bryan, Gary Noubarian, Bob Couse and myself, we will have several members traveling with us for
the first time. After 3 years of having his sea duty conflicting with our events, Louie DeCorval will
get his chance on the track. Additionally Kelly Ryan will be joining us for this track event. We will
report more on this next month.
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CHECK OUT THIS PICTURE

Tony Kreafle, Pat Roney, Tommy Milner and Tony’s friend Bruce.
I will get back to the picture in a minute, but first I will tell you how all of this came about. September 14th I show up at Summit Point for a Friday At The Track early so that I can bleed my brakes before the action starts and a yellow Corvette C6 Z06 pulls up next to me. As I could use help with the
brake bleeding I ask the driver if he could help me. To make a long story short I instructed Tony that
day and we became good friends. We have hung out together a few times since then and Tony has
joined our Corvette Club. Yesterday afternoon, November 8 th, Tony calls me and tells me that he
thinks he can get into the November 9th Friday At The Track and wants me to instruct him. Tony, being one of my favorite students, made it easy for me to agree. We had a ball on the track and afterwards Tony tells me that he and his buddy Bruce are doing a charity karting event and that they are on
Tommy Milner’s team. Tony asked me to come over to the Summit Point karting track with them and
see what is going on. Once over there it wasn’t too hard to convince me to do a karting session with
them. As we are standing there, Tommy Milner walks in, sees Tony and walks up and gives him a
hug. Turns out they have hung out together at a few events. I guess I should have not been surprised
since during the day at the track Johnny O’Connell called Tony to discuss some car setup issues.
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Tony and I after a great day on the track.

Tommy Milner watching Tony helping me get suited up to do a few laps.
Those of you that know me well will
get a kick out of this. Being Tony’s
instructor I was giving him some
pointers when I noticed that Tommy
was standing there listening to me.
Pretty funny as I figured out that I am
standing next to a world class driver
giving driving tips to one of his
friends.

Here we are at the starting line and pulling out on the track with Tommy leading
the way followed by Tony, Bruce and
myself. As you might guess, none of us
could keep up with Tommy, but we had a
blast trying.
Editor’s note: For the uninitiated,
Tommy Milner is the co-driver with
Oliver Gavin on Corvette Racing’s #4
car. In 2011 he won the GTE class at
the 24 Hours of Le Mans and in 2012
he (along with Oliver Gavin) ranked
#1 in drivers points for the entire season in the ALMS GT category.
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Upcoming Events
As Pat indicated we only have one event left for the year. After this event I hope to have some video
to post to the web site to entice you’re to participation in these events next year. At these high performance driving events, you are placed into groups, depending on your level of experience and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride along with you. This is a great way to learn how to get
the most out of your car in a safe and controlled environment. These events combine classroom time
with track time to teach both the theory and physical control aspects of high speed driving.

2012 HPDE Schedule
Dates

Track

Sponsor

11/12-11/13

VIR

Trackdaze

Sign-up
Opening
Date
Open Now

Membership
Req'd?
Yes

Cost
$385

Sponsor/Event Links:
Chin – http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
FATT – http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
NASA – http://nasaproracing.com/
NCM – http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml
TrackDaze - https://www.trackdaze.com/

I will be working the next year’s competition schedule after the first of the calendar year. We are always looking for new members to talk to about the fun of tracking your cars. It is much safer than
you might think, with very strict rules on the track and instructors for the novices. Please feel free to
contact me or any of us in our CCA competition group as we love to talk about track time. I look forward to seeing a huge smile on your face at a track event.
Gary Maul
CCA Competition Director
gmaul25@gmail.com
443-517-3710
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NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah

NCCC Report
Points of Contact Listing
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com

NCCC Governor’s Report
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA
Going on the NCM trip this year ? Check out Tail of the Dragon http://tailofthedragon.com/
dragon.html and the Cherohala Skyway - http://www.cherohala.com/

June 23 – 28, 2013 GREAT CRUISE PLANNED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 54 th ANNUAL
NCCC CONVENTION http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Convention2013.html - Go with us on the 2013
NCM trip. We’ll run the Tail of the Dragon http://tailofthedragon.com/dragon.html and the Cherohala
Skyway - http://www.cherohala.com/
We will also stop at the famous Biltmore http://www.biltmore.com/ in Asheville, NC.
NEW NCCC NATION-WIDE TRAVEL SUPPORT
NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs
who have volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member
needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory.
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Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like
the reference list.
Check out the following informative websites:
East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org
Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/
EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work
All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette enthusiasm. http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR
SALE, go to "Listings."
DON’T MISS THE NATIONAL CORVETTE MUSEUM CARAVAN August 24-31, 2014
We are now planning our 2014 road trip from the DC area to the Corvette Plant and Museum in Bowling Green, KY. We have some options on the routes we take and the Corvette clubs we meet up with
along the way. Email me NOW so we can build our trip details. Check it out at http://
www.corvettecaravan.com/
VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT
If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount
on your service. All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them
you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a
15% discount off your monthly bill. You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount.
East Region Club Sponsored Events
Due to the lull in East Region club activities during the winter, this section will resume in the March
newsletter.
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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The Great Equalizer - The Clock!
By Denise Parsons
Last September I bought my third Corvette. My 2011 Grand Sport Vert is my dream car, and those of
you that have seen me out and about probably know, I'm definitely having fun with my car. I've been
travelling to various cruise-ins, car shows and this past June, I attended my first ever autocross.
Autocrossing is a sport I had never been exposed to. Heck, I had never even heard of it before last
fall. My family was not involved in motorsports at all. A car was nothing more than an appliance, no
different than a refrigerator or stove. It got you from point A to point B and toted everyone about.
Coming from a family of all girls, sports were never a part of our life. But here I am with this fancy
sports car, might as well see what she can do - right?
Before attending my first autocross event, I read. I read lots of things, from forums to rule books. I
read everything I could find on the subject since I new nothing about the sport and didn't want to walk
in blind and embarrass myself. I then attended one of CCA's primer classes. After excellent instruction and driving during the class, I was hooked. This was definitely a sport I wanted to participate in.
I went home that night and bought myself a helmet and the tools I would need to participate.
Before returning for my first timed event the following day, I was certain, despite everything that I
read, everything that I learned in class, and everything I was told by anyone that had ever driven an
autocross course, that I was going to be an exceptional driver. I was going to hit that course and be
competitive from day 1. After all, I've been driving for 30 years, and have driven every type of car,
truck, van, etc. in the book. How hard can this really be, it's not like we're driving at 150mph, we're
doing 30-40mph in a parking lot for pete's sake! I've been memorizing show jumping and trail
courses while showing horses for almost 40 years and have been competing since 1973. I have the
right mental frame of mind and can certainly visualize and memorize a course. I just KNEW I was
going to be great autocrosser from the first time.
Well, was I ever in for a rude awakening! After my first run during a "real" event, that blasted time
clock showed me a new reality. I knew absolutely NOTHING!!! My 30+ years of driving had taught
me nothing of use. All those years of memorizing courses and galloping around a ring, they were absolutely useless skills when looking at a sea of orange cones. That mental toughness and focus that
I've developed over years of competition, worthless. I made it through my first event and after 8 runs,
finally achieved a clean run and only 20 seconds behind the rest of the pack. BTW - 20 seconds is
NOT good for those that have never autocrossed and don't know any better! Better drivers are fretting about tenths of a second and gaining 20 seconds is the equivalent of trying to climb a mountain.
It didn't matter in my mind that I had improved my personal times significantly though out the day, all
I saw was that I was so far behind everyone else. I felt like I had embarrassed myself and worse yet,
made my fancy little sports car look like a plug out there. I stunk as an autocrosser, the clock doesn't
lie.
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But not to be discouraged, since it was a lot of fun and I bought all the stuff after all, I went to a second event. This time with a major national group. Well, if I felt overwhelmed at our local club event,
I guess you can imagine what happened next. It wasn't pretty. There were professional drivers all
over the place and the course was massive. We only got four runs all day, and the only qualifying run
I got was when I had one of the organizers drive with me to tell me where to turn. I was so bad that
on my third run, I had gotten so lost on the course I was heading back into the line of another oncoming competitor. They red flagged the oncoming car and got me going back the right way. Geez, I was
really starting to think this might not be the sport for me. But, I was still having fun trying and the
people I had met were really nice and really patient answering all my questions and helping me where
they could. By the end of the event, I was ready to try again. But clearly, I needed to start a little
smaller.
At my third event, run by a local sports car club, I had a bit more success. I was able to find my way
around the course, but once again, the clock proved that I was not the driver I thought I should be. I
left frustrated and 11 seconds behind the other cars that were competing in my class. The following
weekend was a bit better, only 6 seconds behind the top guys in my class, but 6 seconds is still a long
way off in autocross. Next step, back to CCA's primer class to get some more seat time. This time I
was at least experienced with the procedures and had a good handle on walking and driving the
course. I was able to help some of the new drivers and had a new found confidence. But then it
rained for the event. My car was all over the road, partly because I am still driving on the factory tires
but the reality was, my driving skills on a course were just not what they should be. I asked the question several times "What am I doing wrong?, Why am I so bad at this?". I just didn't understand why
my times and car control were so bad and was getting more and more frustrated. The clock is never
wrong, my driving was still not improving that much. But I was still not ready to give up.
So this past weekend, I was off to another local event, this time with my husband in tow. This was to
be his very first timed event after completing the CCA primer class a few weeks ago. I was one of the
first drivers to break the 50 second barrier - but wait, don't celebrate, everyone else was in the 40's!
ACK! As my day progressed though, I had improved my times from a 54 to a 48, I had finally gotten
myself at least into the same universe of the other drivers (most times were 43-46). Then it was time
for my husband to go. He drove and his times were also in the low 50's and I suddenly recognized the
look on his face. It was the same look that I'm sure others had seen on my face - "How can I possibly
be driving this bad!". And all the sudden it hit me. I bet I'm just like every other new autocross driver
out there. Certain that I was a superstar and pounded down over and over by the reality of the clock.
I have finally come to the happy realization that I know absolutely nothing about how to really drive
my car. It has finally sunk in and I know I'm not alone feeling this way. I am learning something
completely new! This is not about my previous experience as a driver and competitor. This is about
learning how to do something fun, exciting and very technical. And I am embracing the challenge. I
am going to conquer that clock and those little orange cones. I now understand what everyone told me
from day one. The only person I am really competing against out there is myself. I am going to turn
my experiences with this fun new sport that I've decided to become a part of into a learning experience. I will learn how to make the best lines between point A and point B. I will learn that I need to
brake before the turn (not in the middle of it - which causes me to lose control). I will learn when to
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use all that horsepower and when to ease onto that throttle. And one day, how many days it might
take, I will show that darn clock that I can drive my car and make her proud to be out there with me.
In the mean time, I'm going to have a blast, clock be darned! My little orange car may not be a blur of
speed next time you see me out there on the course, but you can bet on one thing, the wheels in my
head will be turning right along with the wheels of the car, I will be trying to learn something new
each time I get in the driver's seat and there will be a big smile on my face each time I chip a little bit
more off that blasted clock!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9QBHu2OTZw
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October 12 - 13 - 14, 2012
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Editor’s note: This article was reprinted from the Corvette Racing website
http://www.corvetteracing.com/

The Year in Review: Corvette Racing's Championship Season
Chevrolet Team Reigns in 2012 American Le Mans Series GT
2012 GT Team Champion: Corvette Racing
As Chevrolet celebrated the 60th year of Corvette production, Chevrolet's Corvette Racing team
reigned in the production-based GT class in the 2012 American Le Mans Series. In 10 ALMS races,
the twin Compuware Corvette C6.Rs posted four victories, six runner-up finishes, 12 podium appearances, two poles, and five fastest race laps.
That performance propelled Corvette Racing to a sweep of the GT class championships. Corvette Racing won the team title and Chevrolet captured the manufacturer championship. Oliver Gavin and
Tommy Milner won the GT drivers championship in the No. 4 Corvette C6.R, while Jan Magnussen
and Antonio Garcia finished third in the driver standings in the No. 3 Corvette C6.R. Magnussen and
Garcia won the Michelin Green X Challenge four times, securing the Green X GT manufacturer
championship for Chevrolet. Corvette Racing also won the ALMS From the Fans award in popular
voting.
The 2012 season saw Corvette Racing return to the championship-winning form that previously produced eight consecutive team and manufacturer titles and seven straight driver championships in the
GT1 class. After a mid-season move to the fiercely competitive GT (formerly GT2) category in 2009,
the team scored single ALMS victories in each of the following seasons. The introduction of new wide
-body Corvette C6.R race cars and a realignment of the driver roster produced a dramatic turnaround
in 2012.
"There may have been some in the sports car racing community who had questions about the capability and resolve of Corvette Racing after our initial struggles in GT," said Doug Fehan, Corvette Racing program manager. "I think 2012 answered those questions conclusively as Corvette Racing once
again demonstrated its passion, its dedication, and its execution, thereby reaffirming Corvette's standing as a championship-winning, world-class sports car."
Many of the updates in the 2012 Corvette C6.R race cars were the result of changes in the GT class
rules. The new Corvettes were two inches wider than the preceding version, with corresponding revisions in the bodywork and suspension to accommodate the increased track width. The rear wing was
raised and the Corvettes' 5.5-liter engines were outfitted with larger intake air restrictors in accordance
with the GT regulations.
"The rule change that allowed wider bodywork and increased track width was a significant gain for
us," said Corvette Racing team manager Gary Pratt. "That was really what the car needed. Michelin
developed tires specifically for the C6.R that worked well with the changes to the chassis. We spent
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considerable time in the wind tunnel and doing CFD simulations that improved the aerodynamics. The
first time the drivers tested the new package, they were very happy."
Corvette Racing's revised driver lineup delivered a winning combination of youth and experience this
season. Jan Magnussen and Tommy Milner traded seats, with Magnussen returning to the No. 3 Corvette C6.R alongside Antonio Garcia, who became a full-season driver after three years as third driver
in endurance events. Corvette Racing's "youth movement" accelerated with the addition of 21-year-old
Jordan Taylor as third driver in the No. 3 Corvette for Sebring, Le Mans, and Road Atlanta. Milner
joined Oliver Gavin in the No. 4 Corvette C6.R, with Richard Westbrook continuing his role as third
driver in the three long-distance races.
The Anglo-American alliance of Gavin and Milner produced immediate results. After a third-place
finish in the ALMS GT class at the season-opening Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring, the pair scored
back-to-back wins in Long Beach and Laguna Seca. A third at Lime Rock after the Le Mans break
was followed in short order by another win at Mid-Ohio, a fourth at Road America, and a runner-up
finish in Baltimore. The pair clinched the GT championship with a decisive victory at Virginia International Raceway in Gavin's 100th career ALMS start. Even when things went wrong - a gearbox
problem at Mosport, a broken steering rack at Road Atlanta - the No. 4 Corvette fought back and was
running at the finish.
"This year has been the toughest and hardest championship in all of my years with Corvette Racing,"
Gavin said. "The level of competition, whether it's coming from Ferrari, Porsche, BMW, or our own
teammates, has been phenomenal. We rose to the challenge, and a lot of that comes down to the fantastic crew working on the car. Tommy has been a great teammate and performed brilliantly, and that's
one of the reasons we won this championship."
"This year has been special," Milner said. "In 2011 we won the 24 Hours of Le Mans, but we struggled a bit in ALMS. Then I got my first ALMS win at Long Beach, and that felt really good. This year
we had the whole package, and it came down to being consistent and not making mistakes. It's been
great to be a part of the competition in the GT class, and I'm looking forward to more."
It was boom-or-bust for the No. 3 Corvette in 2012. Magnussen, Garcia, and Taylor racked up the first
of five runner-up finishes at the Sebring season-opener. Second-place finishes at Laguna Seca, Lime
Rock, and Mosport kept Magnussen and Garcia in contention for second place in the driver standings
going into the final round at Road Atlanta. First-lap incidents in Long Beach, Baltimore, and VIR,
combined with late-race contact at Mid-Ohio and Road America, cost the Danish/Spanish pairing
valuable points. The Petit Le Mans season finale was another heartbreaker, as the ESM Ferrari pulled
off a risky fuel strategy to win the race over the fast-closing Corvette, leaving Magnussen and Garcia
second at the checkered flag and third in the championship.
"All in all, it's been a fantastic year, and we were very competitive at every race," Magnussen said.
"We were just in the wrong place at the wrong time, most of the time. We were in with a shot at winning every race, but it was just one of those years. Corvette Racing has done a fantastic job on both
cars, and I can't wait for next year."
"I learned a lot this year, and I appreciate all that the team did for me," said Garcia after his first full
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season with Corvette Racing. "I'm proud that I have become part of Corvette Racing and the team
knows they can rely on me. We will continue to learn and come back stronger next year."
The Michelin Green X Challenge is a "race within a race" at every ALMS event that recognizes clean,
fast and efficient performance to accelerate the development of new technologies and energy sources.
Corvette Racing won the inaugural Michelin Green X Challenge at Road Atlanta in 2008. This year
the No. 3 Corvette C6.R scored a quartet of Green X Challenge victories at Laguna Seca, Lime Rock,
Mosport, and Road America to capture the Green X Challenge GT team championship and secure the
Green X GT manufacturer championship for Chevrolet.
Engine manager Dave Henninger and the GM Powertrain team developed the 5.5-liter Chevy smallblock V-8 engines that proved to be powerful, reliable, and efficient through a long season without a
single engine-related issue. Technical partners Mobil 1 and Michelin provided proprietary technology
that minimized friction and rolling resistance, thereby improving overall performance in the Green X
Challenge.
"In the sports car world, we are trying to deliver power, efficiency, and durability," said Jim Campbell, Chevrolet U.S. Vice President for Performance Vehicles and Motorsports. "The Michelin Green
X Challenge award addresses that area of efficiency. That's important not only at the race track, but
also with the production car today and tomorrow."
ALMS fans showed their appreciation for the team's performance on and off the track by casting their
votes for Corvette Racing as having made the biggest contribution to sports car racing during the past
year. Corvette Racing won the From the Fans award, the sixth time that the award has been given to
the Chevrolet team or its members.
Corvette Racing drivers also enjoyed success in other venues in 2012. Westbrook scored three wins in
the Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series driving a Corvette Daytona Prototype, two of them with Garcia as co-driver. Taylor tallied a win in the Grand-Am Rolex GT driving a Camaro, and Magnussen
won the Danish Touring Car championship in a Camaro.
Corvette Racing's next event is the season-opening Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring at Sebring International Raceway on Saturday, March 16, 2013.
Corvette Racing 2012 ALMS Season Summary
GT Manufacturer Champion: Chevrolet
GT Team Champion: Corvette
GT Driver Champions: Oliver Gavin, Tommy Milner
Michelin Green X Challenge GT Manufacturer Champion: Chevrolet
Michelin Green X Challenge GT Team Champion: No. 3 Corvette C6.R, Jan Magnussen/ Antonio
Garcia
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Editors note: This article was originally printed in The New York Times on November 1, 2012 and
then reprinted on the web at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/01/sports/autoracing/john-cooper-fitchglamorous-racer-with-a-flair-for-danger-dies-at-95.html?pagewanted=all

John Fitch, Glamorous Racer With a Flair for Danger, Dies at 95

He seemed bathed in golden sunlight, this John Cooper Fitch, who put on goggles and a polo helmet
and drove racing cars as fast as anybody in the world, including his sometime partner, Stirling Moss.
He shot a newly introduced German jet from the sky in World War II, raced yachts, built his own
sports cars.
Eva Peron, the legendary Evita, kissed him after he won the 1951 Grand Prix of Argentina. His friend
George Barker, the poet, described him as “a tall Jack with the sun on his wrist and a sky stuffed up
his sleeve.”
Mr. Fitch, a lanky, graceful man who died on Monday at 95, put it more simply: “I’ve always needed
to go fast.”
Sometimes it seemed Mr. Fitch was trying to outdistance time itself. At 70, he set a speed record —
for driving backward, reaching 60 miles per hour at Lime Rock Park, the track he helped build in Connecticut.
As a race driver Mr. Fitch lived with his wife, the former Elizabeth Huntley, in an apartment in Paris,
a villa in northern Italy and a house in Switzerland. After the war he settled in Palm Beach, Fla., and
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hobnobbed with Orville Wright, Noël Coward and lots of Kennedys. He and his wife later settled in
his family’s 19-room ancestral 18th-century house in Salisbury, Conn.
As glamorous as his racing life was — Mr. Fitch led Corvette’s first racing team and was the only
American to join Mercedes’s fabled stable of drivers — his greatest achievement can be found on
public highways. He invented the Fitch Inertial Barrier, a cluster of plastic barrels filled with varying
amounts of sand that progressively slow and cushion a car in a crash. Devised in the 1960s and commonly positioned at exit ramps and abutments along interstates, the barrier is believed to have saved
more than 17,000 lives.
His patent for that invention is one of 15 he owned, most of them for safety improvements for motor
racing and driving on highways. A notable exception is his patent for a system for steering hot-air balloons.
A college dropout, Mr. Fitch said he had learned just enough engineering to accomplish what he
wanted to accomplish. His genes could not have hurt: an ancestor invented the first plow on wheels
during the Revolutionary War, and his great-great-grandfather John Fitch invented the steamboat.
A grandfather, Asa Fitch, made a fortune from Fitch’s Chewing Gum, which he invented in his
kitchen. His father, Robert, was an early builder of horseless carriages in Indiana.
John Cooper Fitch was born in Indianapolis on Aug. 4, 1917. His parents divorced when he was 6, and
his mother married George Spindler, president of the Stutz Motor Car Company. An amateur racecar
driver, Mr. Spindler took young John for spins on the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
He attended military school and studied civil engineering at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania for a
year. Answering the call of the open road, he bought an Indian motorcycle and rode it to New Orleans,
where he traded it for a Fiat 500 automobile and drove it to New York, stopping only for gas.
In 1939, he used a small inheritance to hop a freighter for Europe and found his way to London, where
he fell in love with a ballet dancer and lived with Communist intellectuals in grain barges on the
Thames.
Enlisting in the Army Air Forces in 1941, he went on to fly a P-51 Mustang and shot down a German
Messerschmitt Me 262, the first operational jet fighter, as it was taking off. He was later shot down
himself and spent three months in P.O.W. camps.
After the war, as a member of Palm Beach society, he started racing yachts. He liked to tell the story
of how he met the Duke of Windsor at one soiree: they were relieving themselves on a bush at the
time. The duke became a friend.
Mr. Fitch had fallen in love with sports cars when he saw a race in England, and after briefly selling
them at a Mercedes-Benz dealership he opened in White Plains, he began racing an MG roadster on
Long Island. In 1951 he won the Argentina race in an Allard sports car powered by a Cadillac V-8 engine and went on to win 12 of 13 races in the United States. The Sports Car Club of America anointed
him its first national champion.
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He soon caught the attention of Briggs Cunningham, a wealthy sportsman who was a dominant force
in sports-car racing and who went on to skipper the winning yacht in the 1958 America’s Cup race. In
1953, Mr. Fitch won the second 12-hour endurance race in Sebring, Fla., in a Chrysler-powered car
designed by Mr. Cunningham. Speed Age magazine named him Sports Car Driver of 1953.
Mr. Fitch was soon recruited to join the Mercedes-Benz racing team, which was using victories on the
track to help propel the company to a postwar resurgence. Other team members were Juan Manuel
Fangio and Mr. Moss, one of the world’s elite drivers. Mr. Fitch teamed with Mr. Moss to win the
Royal Automobile Club’s Tourist Trophy in 1955 in Northern Ireland.
The same year, on June 11, Mr. Fitch was teamed with Pierre Levegh in the 24 Hours of Le Mans
race. Ten minutes before Mr. Fitch was to take over the car, it went out of control, veered into the
crowd and burst into flames, killing Mr. Levegh and more than 80 spectators in the most catastrophic
accident in motor sports history.
The horror of the crash motivated Mr. Fitch to develop safety barriers, including one for the walls of
racetracks to deflect a car and soften its impact. For the highway barrier, he began with liquor crates,
filling them with different amounts of sand and then crashing into them himself at speeds of up to 70
m.p.h. to figure out what worked best.
In addition to saving lives, the Fitch Inertial Barrier — typically consisting of yellow sand-filled plastic barrels — saves an estimated $400 million a year in property damage and medical expenses, the
National Science Foundation says.
Mr. Fitch also invented, for racecars, a troughlike seat with helmet to reduce brain injuries and an apparatus for hospital beds to relieve disk pressure while allowing freedom of movement.
In the 1960s, as a consultant to General Motors, Mr. Fitch designed gear to modify the Chevrolet Corvair, a compact car with an engine in the rear, to create a sportier touring car called the Sprint. As
many as 100,000 were sold. He then designed a true racing car, the Phoenix, modeled on the Corvair.
Only one prototype was built before Chevrolet abandoned the Corvair altogether for safety reasons in
the face of opposition from the consumer advocate Ralph Nader. But the look of the Phoenix was said
to have influenced that of the Corvette Stingray.
After Mercedes left racing in 1955, Mr. Fitch led Chevrolet’s mid-1950s effort to make the Corvette a
serious contender in racing. He began by setting a land speed record for the car’s class at Daytona
Beach in Florida, exceeding 145 m.p.h. He raced competitively until 1966.
Mr. Fitch helped develop the Lime Rock Park racecourse in Lakeville, Conn., carving it out of a potato field, and then managed it. His friend Paul Newman raced there. Mr. Fitch lived in Lakeville and
died at his home there, having been treated for Merkel cell carcinoma, a rare skin cancer, and respiratory ailments, his son Stephen said.
Mr. Fitch developed automotive products like a gasoline additive and formed companies to market
them. He was named to a half-dozen automotive halls of fame. He commented on automotive issues,
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noting in 1997 that the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, in a car crash might have been prevented
had Parisian traffic engineers installed a guardrail.
Mr. Fitch’s wife, Elizabeth, died in 2009. Besides his son Stephen, he is survived by two other sons,
John and Christopher, and six grandchildren. In 2005 Mr. Fitch, at 88, went to the Bonneville salt flats
in Utah to try to break the land speed record for the class of sports car he had driven so successfully
many years before. But his car, an invigorated Mercedes 300 SL Gullwing, had engine trouble, and he
fell short of his 170-m.p.h. goal and the record.
In the blur of motion that was his life, Mr. Fitch could be philosophical, as he was when an interviewer long ago asked him why men feel driven to drive fast. “I suppose we have this hero impulse,”
he said.
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1996 Corvette
90K miles, 5.7 Liter LT1 engine, automatic transmission.
Green exterior, tan interior, clear glass targa top exquisite for clear sunny days
Garage kept. Driven only 10,000 miles last 5 years.
Very well maintained, Mobil 1 oil changes only. New battery, carbotech brakes, tires have lots of
tread. Cold A/C, everything works except cruise control and “retractable” radio antenna stays up instead. Have never found these things to be an issue.
Price: $7500 or best offer
Contact: Tom Boyce thboyce@verizon.net
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The Corvette Club of America is
proud to be exclusively associated
with Sport Chevrolet.
… Be a Sport fan too!!
3101 Automobile Blvd
Silver Spring, Md 20904
www.sportchevrolet.com
Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at
lshirley@sportautomotive.com. Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member.

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the
first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia. At that time the
club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under consideration. At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the
Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organization.
In the months that followed, the Corvette Club
of America took the first steps toward forming a
national organization by laying the ground work
for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a
group which now includes 270 clubs with more
than 17,500 members. The Corvette Club of
America is a proud member of the East Region
of the NCCC. As one of the founding clubs of
the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA
is honored to have been assigned club number 1
in the organization.

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Member-at-Large

Rich Taylor
Jim Parisi
Roxana Hegarty
Nita Armstrong
Ron Hamrah
Jean Wade
Gary Maul
Jon Thorn
Don Haller

(240)460-9797
(410)292-8722
(301)515-5842
(443)852-1922
(202)882-8157
(301)253-6074
(443)517-3710
(301)963-4864
(443)964-8832

Courier Editor

Jon Thorn

(301)963-4864

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine
members come and go; however, one thing reNon Board Member Positions
mains unchanged. The membership is composed
Terry Popkin
(301)949-2464
of individuals both male and female, young and NCM Ambassador
Mkt & Promotions
Jim Streight
(301)785-9024
old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! Webmaster
Rick Roe
(410)960-1368

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
J.J. Muldoon’s
16143 Shady Grove Rd.
Gaithersburg, Md. 20877
301-258-8866
http://www.mymuldoons.com
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM
Next meeting:

November 13th

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
Next Shop Night:

November 20th
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and
preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions.

Contact:
Michael Milan
301-946-1116
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-960-1368
rick@rdroe.com

