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The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

There have been a lot of club activities going on this month and I hope that you have had a chance to en-

joy a few. We started May off with another autocross event, then there was the wine tasting event at Black 

Ankle Vineyards (Rob, thanks for organizing), followed by an HPDE at Watkins Glen and the Shrimp 

Feast in Holland Point. 

  

June will be busy as well. The Annual CCA Car Show at Sport Chevrolet was held on Sunday June 3 rd. 

This was a celebration of the Chevrolet 100th Anniversary and was a significant milestone event. The Lin-

coln Tech Car show was held on Saturday, June 9th.  For the second year the CCA won the trophy for best 

club participation.  This year Lincoln Tech has asked us if we would set up a short course in their parking 

lot and give rides to the public for $1.00 each with the proceeds going to one of their charities. This is the 

type of activity I had in mind to help build our partnership relationship with Lincoln Tech. Our partner-

ship with Lincoln Tech is strengthening fast and I have been honored with an invitation from their Assis-

tant Director of Admissions to participate on their Student Scholarship Selection Committee. I am sure 

that this is only one of many new opportunities to work together with Lincoln Tech for our common bene-

fit and the benefit of the community. 

 

Saturday, June 16th is the Corvette Annapolis Car Show at the City Harbor. This is a great location and 

everyone really has a great time. Registration is limited and I hope that you are able to register if you plan 

to attend. 

  

On Monday and Tuesday, June 25th and 26th it will be back to the track with the National Corvette Mu-

seum HPDE at Virginia International Raceway. There is another large group from CCA who will caravan 

down together. 

 

Well that’s it for this month. I hope to see you at one of the many Corvette related fun events in June.  

Please remember that I’d like to find out what your interests are and what Corvette activities excite you. 

I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and communications whether 

physical or virtual. So log onto the CCA Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?

sk=group_187926317895421, or contact me directly and let me know what’s on your mind.  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
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Keep the wheels turning and 

don’t forget to shift gears. 

Rich Taylor 

 

CCA President 

 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

 

240-460-9797 

mailto:richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

Welcome New members         Sponsor 

 

Bill & Suzy Katopothis  Washington, DC 02 Red R   Show 

Geislle & Reginold Degrafenreid Laurel, Md   07 Monterey Red Coupe Show 

Gordon & Joan Bottom  Silver Spring, Md 02 Coupe   Show 

 

We welcome all the new members and look forward to seeing them real soon.  Gordon and Joan are re-

turning members. 

 

Member Bob Williams was tired of keeping his 81 Coupe running and found a 2002 Coupe at a price he 

could not turn down. Welcome to the C-5 club. Looks brand new. 

 

I will be ordering embroidery CCA hats in June. I need your size and the color you wish. Cost $20 or 

less.  Looking for a  CCA T shirt to match your Corvette and why not get a hat to match. Please send me 

e-mail if you have an interest. Jean  vettehon@aol.com 

 

New Club E mail is now being sent by Richard Roe. Richard is doing a great job. 

 I need a break after 15 years. I still remain your membership director. 

 

President for 2012 Rich Taylor  richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com  301-865-6491 

 

Vice President for 2012 Jim Parisi  jp71234@gmail.com  410-292-8722 

NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah  202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

New Contact CCA License Plates contact Richard Roe for information 410-960-1368 or 

rick@rdroe.com 

Events 

 

June 25-26 HPDE at VIR. See newsletter for more information 

July 14th Autocross Primer School Lincoln Tech, Columbia, Md. 

July 15th Autocross Double NCCC sanction at Lincoln. See newsletter 

 

Have an idea for an event and want to take the bull by the horn and go with it. 

Contact Jean Wade. We could use something in June and July for a cruise to lunch. 

 

Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve  

Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com    

mailto:vettehon@aol.com
mailto:ritaylor@aspensys.com
mailto:jp7123@hotmail.com
mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

Well, I’m back from my trip to Italy but I feel like I have constantly been on the run since going to Se-

bring in March.  We had a great time on the trip and took a couple of thousand pictures – some of which 

turned out pretty good.  We were in Southern Italy this time.  First stop was Sorrento along the Amalfi 

Coast and we also got to spend a day on Capri.  We then flew to Palermo with other stops at Siracusa, 

Taormina, and Catania on Sicily.  We then flew to Bari on the Adriatic side and spent a few days in Al-

berobello before heading for home.  In all, the trip was a little over three weeks.  Here are a few pictures 

from the trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After returning from Italy I jumped right into helping out with the CCA Car Show and followed that up 

with the Lincoln Tech Car Show so the pace has not slowed up.   We are now in the process of planning 

the next trip which will start off in July with attending the ALMS race in Mosport.  After the race we will 

be headed to Nova Scotia to visit with Evelyn’s sisters with stops at Montreal and Quebec along the way.  

No airplanes this time.  This will be a driving trip and it looks like I’ll be putting over 4000 miles on the 

Sorrento from our hotel room. Pompeii with Vesuvius in the background 

On Capri looking toward the harbor Alberobello 



 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier June 2012    Page 5 

Z06 compared to the 3300 miles for the Sebring trip. 

 

There has been some good Corvette related racing news lately.   Following the first and second  place 

wins at Monterey while I was in Italy, Corvette Racing turned in the fastest time at the Le Mans Test 

Day when Oliver Gavin beat his qualifying time for last year’s Le Mans race.  There was an unfortu-

nate incident when Jordan Taylor put the 73 car into a tire barrier.  He was ok and the damage to the 

car was reportedly not too serious.  I have a feeling that he might have been as tired as I am.  He co-

drove the winning Camaro GT.R in the Chevrolet Grand-Am Detroit 200 on Saturday, grabbed an 

overnight flight to Paris, caught a helicopter to Le Mans and arrived at the track just before the start of 

the afternoon session at 2 PM.  When I think what I felt like getting off the plane in Paris on the Italy 

trip I have nothing but sympathy for Jordan. 

 

Another of the team drivers, Richard Westbrook, was unable to make the Test Day.  It turns out that 

he along with Michael Valiante had been piloting the Corvette DP Spirit of Daytona to a first place 

win in class and first over all in the Grand-Am EMCO Gears Classic at Mid-Ohio.  So I guess he has a 

good excuse. 

 

It is a busy time for Chevy racing fans.  Between NASCAR, ALMS, Grand-AM, and now the Chevy 

powered IndyCars it seems like something is always going on. 

 

Rambling on, I’d like to thank everyone who turned out at the Lincoln Tech Car Show this past week-

end.  As you know by now the CCA won the Club Participation Award.  But much more important is 

the fact that we are continuing to develop a very close relationship with Lincoln Tech.  The relation-

ship we have with Sport Chevrolet should be the envy of all regional car clubs.  Now we are gradually 

getting to the same level with Lincoln Tech and this is very important for the continued development 

of our very successful autocross program.  It is obvious to me that we have a good thing going with 

Lincoln Tech and that we are in a great position to be able to help each other.  It takes effort so I 

wanted to thank those that showed up this time.  Providing autocross ride-alongs at the car show was a 

terrific idea and one that we will have to continue. 

 

Next month I should be able to provide a live report from the Mosport ALMS race.  Hopefully I’ll be 

able to get some good photos.  Evelyn and I had a great time at Mosport last year with the NCM Mu-

seum in Motion Tour and I’m looking forward to a repeat this year because many of the same people 

who were with us last year will be there again. 

 

You have your own chance to enjoy ALMS racing without a lot of travel.  We have the Baltimore 

Grand Prix and the VIR ALMS race coming up in September.  Stay tuned to the club Facebook page 

for the latest news on corral tickets and I hope we have a huge turnout for the race.  It would be great 

to win club participation at the Baltimore corral. 

 

I hope to see you all at a business meeting or shop night.  Come out and join in on the fun! 

 

Save the wave! 

 

Jon Thorn 

CCA Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

 

 

 

 

 

We completed our second successful autocross event at Lincoln Technical Institute on 6 May. It was 

preceded by an autocross primer class for those who are new to auto-cross or who want an opportu-

nity to try it out before making a commitment. We had nine students in this class and CCA president, 

Rich Taylor, did an outstanding job of leading the instruction in the classroom and out on the course. 

If you are thinking about participating in an autocross event in the future, this is a good way to try it 

out before making a decision. Our next autocross primer is on 14 July followed by an autocross on 15 

July . See the pictures below.  

Student car in for Tech Student cars lining up for the course 
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Walking and learning the course…. Racers staged…. 

At the starting line…. C3 on the course…. 

Racer Andrew T. Racer Bryan M. 

For more photos visit the photo album on our web site at www.corvetteclubofamerica.org  

NASA at Summit Motorsports Park 

Several CCA and non-CCA members participated in a NASA sponsored HPDE at Summit Point Mo-

torsport Park on 28 and 29 April.  This event also included track time for both NASA  racers.  The 

paddock area at the Summit Point circuit was jamb packed with cars and trailers.   It rained late on 

Saturday, but that did not stop us from having 2 full days of high speed fun.  There were some off 

track incidents for the hard driving racers, however no one in our group had any major incidents.   
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A few shots of the paddock 

Tom and Nita A. Dan W. 
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Bob C. Gary N. 

Watkins Glen - by Pat Roney 
 

We had 8 CCA’ers on track at Watkins Glen International Raceway May 21 & 22nd.  As some of you 

may recall, Watkins Glen was the home of the United States Grand Prix from 1961 until 1980 and is 

probably the most impressive track in our schedule. 

Here we are getting ready to leave the restaurant in Thurmont, Maryland for the 5 hour trip to Watkins 

Glen. 

 

We were in good company at Watkins Glen as you can see in the pictures. 

 

Below we have the Invisible Glass team on one side of me in the garage.  Both of the BMW’s and 

their Aston Martin were in the space adjacent to me.  I had just gone to New Jersey Motorsports Park 

the week before and watched them in the Continental Tire Sportscar Challenge race.  I have video of 

Charlie Putman giving me a thumbs up as he passed me in one of the Invisible Glass BMW’s. 
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As we were wrapping up the Spirit of Daytona Corvette Daytona Prototype pulled into the space on 

the other side of me.  Talk about feeling like you are hanging with the big guys. 

The Glenn has a nice garage that we leave our cars 

in during the event.  Below we see from left to 

right the cars of Bob C., Graham, Rich T. and Vic 

B. 

Vic B. checking out his car in between track 

sessions.  Notice Rich T’s always beautiful 

Suprcar in the garage next to Vic. 
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Vince P. in between sessions with his Callaway. Jim W. heading down the front straight. 

Tom A. heading out to the track. Bob C. pulling into the pits after a hot track session. 

Dan W’s Callaway Corvette cooling 

off after a hard day on the track. 

You too could be part of this fun sport.  It can be as easy as doing a Friday At The Track (FATT) at 

Summit Point with an instructor in the car and strict rules for passing.  Feel free to ask any of us about 

how you can get involved.  It is easier than you think, and some say safer than driving on the street. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
Many of our members will be participating in HPDEs on various road courses.  You are put into 

groups, depending on your level of experience and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride 

along with you. This is a great way to learn how to get the most out of your car in a safe and con-

trolled environment. These events combine classroom time with track time to teach both the theory 

and physical control aspects of high speed driving.  We will also be participating in a few Friday at 

The Track (FATT) events at Summit Point Raceway throughout the year. 

 

The National Corvette Museum (NCM) is again sponsoring an HPDE at VIR that has been confirmed 

for June 25th and 26th.  We have more than 15 members who have signed up for this event.  

  

Our  Muscle Car Mania Drag Race is on August 12, which also includes a car show.  We will need 

racers, car show participants and workers.  A flyer will be posted soon. 

 

After a few hiccups, the Baltimore Grand Prix is on for 31 Aug thru 2 Sep 2012.  We have several 

members who are planning on attending this event.  To reserve your tickets and get more information 

please visit this site - http://www.raceonbaltimore.com/. 

 

Schedules for our planned events are shown below.  
 

CCA Autocross Schedule 

 
    July 14 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

July 15 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

Oct 6 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 

Oct 7 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD 

http://www.raceonbaltimore.com/
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 2012 HPDE Schedule 

Dates Track Sponsor 

Sign-up 

Opening 

Date 

Member-

ship Req'd? 
Cost 

6/16-6/17 Summit Point NASA Open Now No  TBD 

6/25-6/26 VIR NCM 3/21, 9:00AM Yes Event is full 

7/2-7/3 VIR Chin Open Now yes 

$549 plus 
$100 instruc-

tor fee for 
novice driv-

ers 

7/7 - 7/8 Summit Point Trackdaze Open Now Yes $385 

7/20-7/22 VIR NASA TBD Yes $392 

8/18-8/19 Summit Point NASA Open Now Yes TBD 

8/27-8/28 VIR Trackdaze 

1/12-8/20 
2012 Yes $385 

9/3-9/4 Watkins Glen Chin 

8 weeks prior 
to date Yes TBD 

10/12-10/14 VIR NASA TBD Yes TBD 

10/28-10/29 VIR Chin 

8 Weeks Prior 
to date Yes TBD 

11/3-11/4 Summit Point NASA TBD Yes TBD 

11/12-11/13 VIR Trackdaze Open Now Yes $385 

Yellow highlight indicates member(s) plan to participate 

 

Sponsor/Event Links: 

Chin – http://www.chinmotorsports.com/  

FATT – http://www.summitpointfatt.com/  

NASA – http://nasaproracing.com/  

NCM – http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml  

TrackDaze - https://www.trackdaze.com/  

 

As you can see, we are very busy and there are a lot of opportunities for you to enjoy your car in a go 

fast mode.  If you have an interest in driving your car in a competitive event, please feel free to con-

tact me to discuss. I look forward to seeing a huge smile on your face at a track event.  

 

Gary Maul 

CCA Competition Director 

gmaul25@gmail.com 

443-517-3710 

http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
http://nasaproracing.com/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml
https://www.trackdaze.com/
mailto:Richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 

 

Going on the NCM trip this year ?  Check out Tail of the Dragon http://tailofthedragon.com/

dragon.html and the Cherohala Skyway - http://www.cherohala.com/ 

 
NEW  NCCC  NATION-WIDE  TRAVEL  SUPPORT 

NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs 

who have volunteered  their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member 

needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory. 

 

I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their 

POC.  The only obligation is to provide your phone and email information, so a stranded fellow NCCC 

member can contact you for some local guidance. 

 

Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like 

the reference list. 
 

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://tailofthedragon.com/dragon.html
http://tailofthedragon.com/dragon.html
http://www.cherohala.com/
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Check out the following informative websites: 
 

East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 

National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 
 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE, there is a new App that will handle classified ads better 

than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

What are you doing August 2014 ? 

If you missed the 2009 National Caravan to Bowling Green, KY, you missed seeing 8,000 Corvettes 

from across the US and Canada as well as Corvette enthusiasts (without their Corvettes) from Hol-

land, Germany and (23 of them from) Australia !!!  Don’t miss the next caravan.  Check it out at 

http://www.corvettecaravan.com/  Contact me or ask any of our CCA members who participated. 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 
 

SADNESS WITHIN NCCC 

Roy M White, 64, Lt Colonel, USAF Retired, of the Northern Virginia Corvette Club died April 5, 

2012.  On behalf of our CCA Membership, I have sent our condolences. 
 

East Region Club Sponsored Events 

June’s calendar has plenty of competition events for your consideration.  See http://www.ernccc.org/

events.php. 

 

Here are some upcoming events sponsored by other clubs in the East Region. Please let me know if 

you are interested in coordinating a group of CCA members to participate in any of these events. 
 
Pocono Mountains Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 2 June 2012        

From :  8:30am 

Category : Concours 

Location : Milford Chrysler, 500 Rt 6 and 209, Milford, PA (570) 296-2636 
Event Description :  QUAD Concours – 1 Judged, 3 People’s Choice 

Sanction # ER-390-560, ER-390-561, ER-390-562, ER-390-563 

Email : pmcc@ernccc.org  

http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/
http://www.ernccc.org/events.php
http://www.ernccc.org/events.php
mailto:pmcc@ernccc.org
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More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012 /ER-390-560.pdf 

  

Perry County Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 9 June 2012        

From : 7:30am  
Category : Concours 

Location : Regester Chevrolet, Thompsontown, PA 

Event Description : SEVEN Concours – 1 Judges, 6 People’s Choice 

Sanction # ER-050-620, ER-050-621, ER-050-622, ER-050-623, ER-050-628, ER-050-629, ER-050-630, 

Email : pccc@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-050-620.pdf 

 

York County Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 9 June 2012        

From : 8:00am  

Category : Funkana & Concours 

Location : Markets at Shrewsberry, Shrewsberry, PA 
Event Description : Funkana & TRIPLE People’s Choice 

Sanction # ER-108-587, ER-108-588, ER-108-589, ER-108-590 

Email : yccc@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-108-587.pdf 

 

Cumberland Valley Corvette Club 

Date : Sunday, 10 June 2012        

From : 9:30am  

Category : Rallye 

Location :  Route 15 & Baltimore Street (PA 97), 1863 Gettysburg Village Drive, Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Event Description : DOUBLE Rallye 
Sanction # ER-098-610, ER-098-611 

Email :  cvcc@ernccc.org 

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-098-610.pdf 

 

Bel Air Corvette Club 

Date : Sunday, 10 June 2012        

From : 10:30am 

Category : Concours 

Location : Veterans’ Hospital, Perryville, MD 

Event Description : DOUBLE Concours - Peoples Choice 

Sanction ER-263-505, ER-263-506 

Email : bacc@ernccc.org  
More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-263-505.pdf 

 

Corvette Annapolis 

Date : Saturday, 16 June 2012        

From : 10:00am  

Category : Concours 

Location : City Dock, Annapolis, MD 

Event Description : QUAD Concours – Fun Show  

Sanction # ER-372-008, ER-372-009, ER-372-010, ER-372-011 

Email : ca@ernccc.org   

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-372-008.pdf 
 

Tri-County Vettes 

Date : Sunday, 17 June 2012        

From :  09:00 am 

Category : Concours 

http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012%09/ER-390-560.pdf
mailto:pccc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-050-620.pdf
mailto:yccc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-108-587.pdf
mailto:cvcc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-098-610.pdf
mailto:bacc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-263-505.pdf
mailto:ca@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-372-008.pdf
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Location : Brodheadsville Chevrolet, Rt 209, Brodheadsville, PA 18322 

Event Description :  TRIPLE Concours – 1 Judged, 2 People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-323-572, ER-323-573, ER-323-574 

Email : tcv@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-323-572.pdf 
 

Revolution Corvette Club 

Date : Saturday, 23 June 2012        

From :   
Category : Concours 

Location :  
Event Description :  Concours  

Sanction # ER-57-570 

Email : rcc@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/no_flyer.html 

 

Lancaster County Corvette Club 
Date : Sunday, 24 June 2012        

From : 08:00am  

Category : AutoX 

Location :  Weaver Market, Rts 272 & 897, Adamstown, PA 19501 

Event Description : DOUBLE AutoX  

Sanction # ER-266-549, ER-266-550 

Email : lccc@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-266-549.pdf 

 

Central Pennsylvania Corvette Club 

Date : Sunday, 24 June 2012        
From : 09:00am  

Category : Concours 

Location :  Klick Lewis, 720 E. Main Street, Palmyra, PA 17078 

Event Description : SEVEN Concours – People’s Choice  

Sanction # ER-196-530, ER-196-531, ER-196-532, ER-196-533, ER-196-534, ER-196-535, ER-196-536 

Email : cpcc@ernccc.org  

More info : http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-196-530.pdf 

 

 

 

mailto:tcv@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-323-572.pdf
mailto:rcc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/no_flyer.html
mailto:lccc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-266-549.pdf
mailto:cpcc@ernccc.org
http://ernccc.org/flyers/2012/ER-196-530.pdf
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/perftour/info.shtml
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CCA Double Autocross - May 5 & 6 
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Black Ankle Winery Tour - May 19 
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Holland Point Shrimp Feast - May 27 
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CCA 39th Annual Car Show - June 3rd 
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Lincoln Tech All Make Car Show - June 9th 
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Editor’s note:  The following article was excerpted from the American Le Mans Series Week in Re-

view for May 26 available at: http://www.alms.com/articles/secret-corvette%E2%80%99s-success 

 

The Secret to Corvette’s Success 
 

Harris: It all started as a leap 

of faith, Fehan says 

 

Corvette…  

 

That name has had magical 

qualities for me since the day in 

1964 when my dad and brother 

split the cost and bought a Sting-

ray. 

 

It was love at first sight for me. 

My family kept our car keys in a 

jar by the door and I used to get 

up early – something few teen-

age boys really like to do – just 

to beat my brother out the door 

and be able to drive his beautiful 

red Stingray to school. That did-

n’t make him happy, but it sure 

gave me a boost. 

 

Now, these many years later, I 

split my time between a minivan 

and a compact, but the sight of a 

Corvette still brings a stirring in my chest and happy memories to mind. Of course, I’m certainly not 

alone. In its 60th year of production, GM’s Corvette brand remains one of the great success stories in 

the up-and-down world of American auto production. 

 

In recent years, Corvette Racing, with its iconic sports cars, has been a major force in keeping the 

sleek Chevrolets that way. Going into this season, Corvette Racing had won 75 races in the American 

Le Mans Series presented by Tequila Patrón, eight ALMS manufacturers and team championships, 

and seven drivers’ championships. Add to that record seven class victories since 2001 at the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans, and you have an honest-to-goodness automotive success story. 

 

Doug Fehan, program manager for Corvette Racing, says the success of the current program was at 

least partially a matter of faith.  

 

“The (Corvette Racing) program started as an idea in the fall of 1996,” Fehan explained. “We spent 

1997 and 1998 developing a race vehicle based on the C5 Corvette that was introduced to the public 

as a 1997 model. 

http://www.alms.com/articles/secret-corvette%E2%80%99s-success
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“The concept for those two years was to put together what we thought was a bona-fide GT race car. 

Then, when we got to that point, we’d look at the road-racing world and see if there was a spot that we 

could plug in and compete.” 

 

Fehan pointed out that, with American road racing in a state of flux in the late ’90s, there was no guar-

antee the new Corvette would ever race. The other part of that equation, he noted, was that the pro-

gram was so secret that only a handful of people with GM knew it was happening. Fehan said the 

thinking was that, if the car that was being developed was not competitive or representative of the 

brand, the new race car would never compete. 

 

Obviously, the project turned out to be a rousing success, in part thanks to the development of the su-

per-competitive ALMS GT class where Corvette continues to shine, winning the last two races with 

its latest model – the C6.R. 

 

This program has been so successful that not even the bleak recent economic challenges faced by GM 

put a damper on it. Of all the racing programs fielded by the company before the great downturn, only 

NASCAR and Corvette Racing survived. 

 

And only the Corvette program came out of it unscathed. 

 

“NASCAR took a significant cut,” Fehan (right) said. “Our program continued on and, quite frankly, 

received no cut. It was a testament to how we laid this program out to begin with, proving to have in-

arguable value to the corporation." 

 

The relationship with the ALMS, which began competition in 1999, has also been a strong factor in 

Corvette Racing’s success story. 

 

“When you look through this paddock and you see Corvette, Aston Martin, BMW, Ferrari, Porsche, 

Lotus … at no point in my lifetime, at this level of professional racing, have you seen that wide a 

range of manufacturers taking what they build and sell and putting it in the challenging world of road-

racing,” Fehan said. “We have more manufacturer involvement at a level that has never been realized 

in my lifetime. 

 

“That tells you how important this series is and what it represents,” he added. “This is a series that 

you’re going to see technology. You’re going to see the latest in thinking, in materials, in aerodynam-

ics and performance. You’re going to see it here because the manufacturers recognize the relevance. 

They see the importance of racing what you’re selling, and I’d like to think that Corvette kind of led 

the way on that.” 

 

Mike Harris is the retired Auto Racing Writer for The Associated Press and remains a frequent con-

tributor to a variety of racing outlets. He will file periodic reports on the American Le Mans Series to 

ALMS.com. 

 

Source: 

Mike Harris 

http://www.alms.com/search/node/mike%20harris
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Looking Back - Corvette Courier August 1989 
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Our contact at Sport Chevrolet for a new or used car is Lee Shirley, 240-560-5363 or email him at 

lshirley@sportautomotive.com.  Be sure to let Lee know that you are a CCA member. 

The Corvette Club of America is 

proud to be exclusively associated 

with Sport Chevrolet. 

 

… Be a Sport fan too!! 
 

3101 Automobile Blvd  

Silver Spring, Md  20904 

www.sportchevrolet.com 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Corvette Club of America, Inc was founded by John Ralph and Charles Eyre who organized the 

first club meeting on July 17, 1956 at a Chevrolet dealership in Arlington, Virginia.  At that time the 

club charter was formulated and a tentative club name, ‘Capital Corvette Club’ was taken under con-

sideration.  At a subsequent meeting in September 1956, however, the club name was changed to the 

Corvette Club of America since it was the intent of the members to make the club a national organiza-

tion. 

 

In the months that followed, the Corvette Club 

of America took the first steps toward forming a 

national organization by laying the ground work 

for the National Council of Corvette Clubs, a 

group which now includes 270 clubs with more 

than 17,500 members.  The Corvette Club of 

America is a proud member of the East Region 

of the NCCC.  As one of the founding clubs of 

the National Council of Corvette Clubs the CCA 

is honored to have been assigned club number 1 

in the organization. 

 

Through the years the CCA has seen many fine 

members come and go; however, one thing re-

mains unchanged.  The membership is composed 

of individuals both male and female, young and 

old, that share a common interest - The Corvette! 

 

President  Rich Taylor (240)460-9797 

Vice President  Jim Parisi (410)292-8722 

Secretary  Roxana Hegarty (301)515-5842        

Treasurer  Nita Armstrong (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor  Ron Hamrah (202)882-8157 
Membership Director Jean Wade (301)253-6074 

Competition Director Gary Maul (443)517-3710 

Parliamentarian  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large  Don Haller (443)964-8832 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

 

NCM Ambassador Terry Popkin (301)949-2464 

Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight (301)785-9024 

Webmaster  Rick Roe (410)960-1368 

Courier Editor  Jon Thorn (301)963-4864 

mailto:lshirley@sportautomotive.com
http://www.sportchevrolet.com
http://www.corvetteclubofamerica.org/
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 J.J. Muldoon’s  
 16143 Shady Grove Rd. 
 Gaithersburg, Md.  20877 
 301-258-8866     
 http://www.mymuldoons.com 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Next meeting: 

 June 12th
 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 
 
Next Shop Night: 

 June 26th
 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 

http://www.mymuldoons.com
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Tony Avedisian, Owner 
7500 Rickenbacker Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD  20879 

301-987-0565 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com 

 
This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and 

preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions. 

Contact: 

Michael Milan 
301-946-1116 

http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 

  Contact CCA Tag Leader 
Richard Roe 

410-960-1368 

rick@rdroe.com 

Simp
ly 

the
 B

est
 

http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com/index.aspx
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com
mailto:rick@rdroe.com

