The World’s First Corvette Club
The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor

March 2012

The winter weather has been unbelievable and the Corvette Gods have been looking out for us. We have
had lots of sunny, dry weather to get out and enjoy our passion. Several members took advantage of this
and came out to participate in our go-Karting event on February 25th. Look for pictures in the Competition
Section of this newsletter. Our next events come up in less than four weeks. They are our autocross primer
class on March 31 st and autocross on April 1 st. Again, details are in the Competition Section and in the
event flyer on our web site (www.corvetteclubofamerica.org ).
Now that I’m settling into my new position as your president, I continue to shape my vision for our club.
Part of this vision is to work closer with the other NCCC Corvette clubs to support their events and to put
on joint events. As many of you are aware, our event calendars fill up quickly for the year and it is impossible to attend all of the events that we would like to. I would like for our club to coordinate our events
with other clubs in the area so that we can attend more of each other’s events or conduct joint events to
reduce the overall number of event days in the year. Again, this is part of my vision and I welcome your
comments.
To support this spirit of cooperation among the area NCCC clubs, I would like to make you aware of the
Teen Driving School that is being put on the Northern Virginia Corvette Club (NVCC). They are looking
for instructors and workers to support the school which will be held at Old Dominion Raceway in Manassas, Virginia on Saturday, April 21 st. The instructor training for this event will be conducted on Saturday,
March 17th. Several members of our club, including myself, have signed up to be instructors and will be
participating on both dates. This is a very worthwhile event that gives back to our community by teaching
teenagers critical driving skills that can help them to become safe drivers and to avoid accidents and to
possibly save their lives when they are faced with certain threatening conditions on our roadways. If you
are interested in supporting these events or would like more information about them, you can contact one
of the NVCC coordinators below:
cassidynolen@yahoo.com

Cassidy Nolen

autoxhpde@nvcorvetteclub.com

Stewart Fox

urtoslo@yahoo.com

Andrej Balanc
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Please remember that I’d like to find out what your interests are and what Corvette activities excite
you. I’d also like to know how to increase your participation in club activities and communications
whether physical or virtual. So log onto the CCA Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
home.php?sk=group_187926317895421, or contact me directly and let me know what’s on your mind.

Keep the wheels turning and
don’t forget to shift gears.
Rich Taylor
CCA President
richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
240-460-9797
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Membership Director—Jean Wade

CCA Membership Update
MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION
Welcome New member
David & Rosemary Brandt Wayne, Pa. 98 Red R
Web site
Our new member, David, owns a Race Shop “Innovative Racing Technology, Inc.
New President for 2012 Rich Taylor
301-865-6491

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com

New Vice President for 2012 Jim Parisi
410-292-8722

jp71234@gmail.com

NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah 202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com
New Contact CCA License Plates contact Richard Roe for information 410-960-1368 or
rick@rdroe.com

Top News
NCCC (National Corvette Council of Corvette Clubs) Blue Bars, Winter 2012 issue:
We are listed as the largest club in the East Region with 227 members based on the November 11, 2011
membership report (Blue Bars Pg 18.) We are listed as the SEVENTH largest club in the whole NCCC.
Another way of putting it is that the East Region is the largest (with 2382 members compared to the Midwest Region in second place with 2315 members). And we are the largest club in the East Region. The
NCCC has 268 clubs with a total of 17318 members according to the article.
Coming up Events…
Mar. 13th
Mar. 27th
March 31st
April 1st
April 20th

CCA Membership meeting J. J. Muldoon’s Gaith.
Shop Night Sport
Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech. Info. In newsletter
Autocross at Lincoln Tech. Register on our web site. Go to events.
Wells Robertson House Denim & Diamonds Gala, 7PM to midnight, Hilton
Gaithersburg. Music by “The Reunion Band”. RSVP - space is limited.
Individual tickets $50. CCA is cordially invited. Let me know if you would like
to go and maybe we can get a full table of CCA members. A group of us went last
year and had a ball. You will not go away hungry. For more details call me or see
www.friendsofwells.org.

Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve
Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette
Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com
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The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn

Corvette

rAMBLINGS

Sit back and grab yourself a cup of coffee because this will be one of my longer ramblings. I cannot believe how much news we have at this time of year!
First, at the February business meeting we talked about the winter issue of Blue Bars. This issue includes
the current official membership information for NCCC clubs. The East Region is the largest region in
the National Council of Corvette Clubs and the CCA is the largest club in the East Region! Furthermore, the CCA is the seventh largest club in the entire NCCC. Who says size is not important! The point
here is that your club is growing and vibrant. I’ll toss out my standard rant. If you are one of the less active CCA members you are missing a lot. Come out and join in with us! We have plenty of ways that
you can help and have lots of fun at the same time. We need your help!

Speaking of the February membership meeting, I am very happy to be able to say that the new bylaws
were adopted. This was an important and necessary step for the organizational growth of our club. I
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want to very publically thank Nita Armstrong and Jim Parisi for helping me drive this effort and I
want to thank the many members who took their time to work with us through the long revision and
review process for the bylaws. The next step in getting all the ducks in a row is the development of a
policy and procedure manual for the Board of Directors as Nita discussed at the February meeting.
Be sure to thank Nita the next time you see her for all her work on the club taxes too. Administratively, your club is in better shape than it has been in years and likely it is in the best shape ever. I
have to believe that this will help keep our momentum growing. One goal of this organizational effort
is to make transitions between your elected board members easier. If we can make it easier to step
into a board position perhaps more members will want to participate and run for office. At the same
time we need to make sure that nothing slips under the rug – like club tax reports for example. Our
current organizational efforts should help a lot.
Event wise, February was a busy month for us with the Valentines cruise and Karting event covered in
this issue. At the risk of showing a little fatherly pride, my son managed to get a podium finish at the
Karting event. Many thanks go to Pat Roney for setting up this event for us again this year. It is a
great way to keep things interesting in the
middle of winter. If you have an idea or
suggestion for an event please show up at a
business meeting or shop night and let us
know about it. We are always looking for
suggestions!
Here is yet another important topic from
the February meeting. I wish all of our
members could have been there. Jannette
Mendoca of Hospice Caring, one of the
charities we support, led off our meeting to
thank the club for its support and to describe the activities of Hospice Caring.
This organization is doing great work and,
as a club, we can all be very proud that we
are able to help. If possible you should
consider attending the Hexagon Review
which will also benefit Hospice Caring.
See the flyer at the right. Hospice Caring
is one of three great charities that we supported in our most recent round of donations. The other two are the Wells Robertson House and the National Corvette Museum.
I am in a bit of a rush getting ready for Sebring. I am really looking forward to the
kick off for this year’s ALMS season. As
many of you know Evelyn and I will be
attending the NCM Museum in Motion
Sebring Tour. I’m less than a week away
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from heading off for the 1000 mile trip to Panama City to join up with the group. At the February
business meeting I learned that Jim Parisi will be at the Sebring Corral too which is terrific news.
The Museum in Motion Tour will be like a homecoming for Evelyn and me because there will be
couples there that were with us at Le Mans, Mid-Ohio, Mosport, and the Baltimore Grand Prix. I’m
sure that I’ll have a lot to say about this trip in the April edition.
Speaking of ALMS, as an update to my comments last month, I am happy to say that the Baltimore
Grand Prix will run during Labor Day weekend this year. The organizational problems seem to have
been solved and the race is officially a “go”. As a club, we should plan on having a mammoth turnout for this event. We ought to be able to easily take the participation award at the Corvette Corral.
Virginia International Raceway has also been added to the ALMS schedule this year so we have two
events that are relatively local and easy to get to. If you have not seen an ALMS race up close you
really owe yourself the opportunity. My only warning is that it is addictive. Show up at a business
meeting as we put our plans together.
At the last business meeting one of our topics was entering the Corvette Courier in newsletter contests. (No, I was not the one who brought it up!) I entered the NCCC contest two years ago and it
was a bit of a learning experience. We have the opportunity to also enter a contest with the NCM.
As a large, very active, club we have the chance of making a strong entry in these two contests but it
will take some extra effort that I outlined at the business meeting. For one thing, we will need six
good “technical” articles and at least three or four general articles to use as “fillers” in addition to the
regular articles on the club’s activities. These articles need to be done well in advance so that we are
not in a last minute rush getting the issues completed. To be successful we would need to have the
first six issues of 2013 be really exceptional. If anyone wants to help with this effort please contact
me. I have some ideas but I could use some help and suggestions. Anyone out there want to be an
associate/assistant editor for the largest Corvette Club in the East Region <g>? More immediately, I
just want to say that I have several potential BIG surprises for the April issue. There won’t be any
hints. You’ll have to wait. But if things work out I can promise that you will not want to miss the
April issue.
If you have not signed up for our closed group on Facebook you really should. It is a great way for
club members to share information and stay in touch. Since it is a closed group we have total control
over who is listening in. Just do a search in Facebook on Corvette Club of America and join the
closed group. The request has to be approved but it should happen quickly. If you have any problems contact our newly “retired” President, Don Haller. I hope to be able to provide some real time
updates for this group during my Sebring trip with the NCM. Be looking for them!

Save the Wave!
Jon Thorn
Corvette Courier Editor
jthorn44@msn.com
301-963-4864
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Corvette

Competition

Competition Report

Corvette Club of America Karting Event
February 25, 2012
By Pat Roney
What an exciting day. Everyone seemed to have fun for the 3 rd annual Karting event to get
our Competition group ready for the upcoming season. We had 3 groups for the Micro
Grand Prix and one Arrive & Drive group. The groups were set up based on the best lap
time from years past and this worked out very well this year keeping the most aggressive
drivers separated from the less aggressive drivers. This event has grown over the years
from 18 participants in 2010, 21 participants in 2011 to the current 26 participants. Once
you have tried this event you will certainly want to do it again. We even have quite a few
that want to make it a twice a year event with the second event being late November or
early December to wrap up our season.

Page 7

The Corvette Courier

The Racers

March 2012

Page 8

The Corvette Courier

March 2012

Page 9

A nice showing of Corvettes in the
parking lot.

The owner of the silver car in the middle of the Corvettes joined us. He claims to
be the President of a car club. My guess would be the BMW car club!
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A group of racers working on their strategy
for the race.

A Hi Tech racer with his Go Pro Camera.
Ask Don to show you his karting videos.
They are pretty cool.

Group 2 racers on the grid.
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Our club photographers, in harms
way to get the best pictures, just as I
was passing Stewart Fox at the finish
line. Somehow Stewart hit the barriers just then and sent the photographers running.

Group 1 winners:
1st place - Andrej Balanc (NVCC)
2nd place - Pat Roney
3rd place - Steward Fox (NVCC)

Group 2 winners:
1st place - Scott Decker
2nd place - Alvin Brown (G’Burg CC)
3rd place - Gary Maul (our Competition
Director)
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Group 3 winners:
1st place - Bion Stewart
2nd place - Andrew Thorn
3rd place - John Durscher

Arrive and Drive winners:
1st place - Miller Einsel
2nd place - Diane Durscher
3rd place - Suzie Clark

A VERY CLOSE RACE IN GROUP 1
All of the group races were very exciting and close with the lead changing multiple times.
The picture below from Group 1shows the next to the last lap and you can see that the 3 leaders are
tightly grouped, as we were through out the race. A few seconds later on the straight for the last lap
we were all 3 side by side. The lead changed 3 times in that lap with all 3 of us leading at one point in
the last lap. On the last corner before the finish I was in 3 rd place and managed to move up to 2nd
place for the checkered flag. Andrej beat me out for 1 st place in the last lap, which as I recall is what
happened last year also.
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A bunch of us went to a late lunch at Joe’s Restaurant after the races.

I hope to see you all at next year’s Karting event!
-Pat Roney
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Upcoming Events
Many of our members will be participating in HPDEs on various road courses. You are put into
groups, depending on your level of experience and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride
along with you. This is a great way to learn how to get the most out of your car in a safe and controlled environment. These events combine classroom time with track time to teach both the theory
and physical control aspects of high speed driving. We will also be participating in a few Friday at
The Track (FATT) events at Summit Point Raceway throughout the year.
The National Corvette Museum (NCM) is again sponsoring an HPDE at VIR that has been confirmed
for June 25th and 26th. Registration will open on Wednesday morning, March 21. This event fills up
fast, so you will need to be online and ready to sign up as soon as registration opens to guarantee a
spot.
We have four autocross events planned starting in April including four Autocross Primer classes for
beginners and possibly a couple of intermediate autocross classes for the more experienced drivers. If
you would like to sharpen your Autocross skills, you can attend the Evolution Performance Driving
School, Phase 1 in Waldorf, MD on 7 Apr. Several club members will be in attendance. Here is a
link to the registration page http://www.evoschool.com/index.php?page=autocrossers-inc-phase-one-blue-crab-stadium-waldorfmd
We are also planning to hold one Muscle Car Mania Drag Race on August 12, so start practicing your
shifting and reaction time skills.
Schedules for our planned events are shown below.

CCA Autocross Schedule
Mar 31 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD
Apr 1 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD
May 5 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD
May 6 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD
July 14 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD
July 15 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD
Oct 6 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD
Oct 7 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD
NOTE: We will review workers job requirements (Tech in, Registration, Front gate, etc.) at the shop
night on 27 Mar so that we are prepared for our first Autocross. Please attend if you are a worker.
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2012 HPDE Schedule
Dates

Track

Sponsor

Sign-up
Opening
Date

Membership Req'd?

Cost

3/24-3/25

VIR

NASA

Open now

Yes

$392

4/27

Summit Point

FATT

Open now

No

$250

4/28-4/29

Summit Point

NASA

TBD

Yes

TBD

5/21-5/22

Watkins Glen

Chin

Yes

TBD

6/9-6/10

VIR

Trackdaze

3/19, 10 pm
1/7-3/05
2012

Yes

$380

6/16-6/17

Summit Point

NASA

No

TBD

6/25-6/26

VIR

NCM

Yes

TBD

7/2-7/3

VIR

Chin

TBD
3/21,
9:00AM
8 weeks prior
to date

yes

TBD

7/20-7/22

VIR

NASA

TBD

Yes

TBD

8/18-8/19

Summit Point

NASA

Yes

TBD

8/27-8/28

VIR

Trackdaze

Yes

$385

9/3-9/4

Watkins Glen

Chin

TBD
1/12-8/20
2012
8 weeks prior
to date

Yes

TBD

10/12-10/14

VIR

NASA

Yes

TBD

10/28-10/29

VIR

Chin

TBD
8 Weeks
Prior to date

Yes

TBD

11/3-11/4

Summit Point

NASA

Yes

TBD

11/12-11/13

VIR

Trackdaze

TBD
1/12-11/05
2012

Yes

$385

Yellow highlight indicates member(s) plan to participate
Sponsor/Event Links:
Chin – http://www.chinmotorsports.com/
FATT – http://www.summitpointfatt.com/
NASA – http://nasaproracing.com/
NCM – http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml
TrackDaze - https://www.trackdaze.com/
The Northern Virginia Corvette Club sponsors a Teen Driving Program. As part of this program, they
conduct an annual Instructor and Worker Training Day. This year it will be on 17 Mar from 8 am to 4
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pm at Old Dominion Speedway in Manassas, VA. If you are interested in participating in the great
program please contact Cassidy Nolen at chiefinstructor@nvcorvetteclub.com.
The Baltimore Grand Prix ALMS race is scheduled for 31 Aug – 3 Sep. You can follow ALMS and
other racing conversations on the CCA Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
sk=group_187926317895421.
Lastly you can be part of history at the Grand Opening of the new expanded drag racing annex at the
Eastern Museum of Motor Racing. This is a once in a lifetime event and there will only ever be one
Grand Opening on Saturday, March 31st at 10 a.m. Activities will include photo unveilings by Bill
“Grumpy” Jenkins and Ronnie Sox by Diane Sox. An outside display of an array of drag and muscle
cars and a “cackling thunder” start up.

If you have an interest in driving your car in a competitive event, please contact me.
Gary Maul
CCA Competition Director
gmaul25@gmail.com
443-517-3710
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NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah

NCCC Report
Points of Contact Listing
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com

NCCC Governor’s Report
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA
Taos, NM looked great from the skiis…
Come Spring, it will look better from the ‘vette…

NEW NCCC NATION-WIDE TRAVEL SUPPORT
NCCC has an initial cross-country directory of Corvette Club members from affiliated NCCC clubs
who have volunteered their Point-of-Contact (POC) information in the event a fellow NCCC member
needs support while driving cross-country or a distance from their home territory.
I have signed up as a CCA volunteer and would like to have a few other CCA members provide their
POC. The only obligation is to provide your phone and email information, so a stranded fellow NCCC
member can contact you for some local guidance.
Please contact me for additional information or if you will be driving far from our area and would like
the reference list.
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Check out the following informative websites:
East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org
Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/
EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work
All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette enthusiasm. http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE
There is a new App that will handle classified ads
better than the Forum did. You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items.
What are you doing August 2014 ?
If you missed the 2009 National Caravan to Bowling Green, KY, you missed seeing 8,000 Corvettes
from across the US and Canada as well as Corvette enthusiasts (without their Corvettes) from Holland, Germany and (23 of them from) Australia !!! Don’t miss the next caravan. Check it out at
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/ Contact me or ask any of our CCA members who participated.
VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT
If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount
on your service. All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them
you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a
15% discount off your monthly bill. You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount.
EAST REGION CLUB SPONSORED EVENTS
April’s calender has plenty of rallyes and car shows for your consideration. See
http://www.ernccc.org/events.php. I will provide more detail in this section in the April newsletter.
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin

National Corvette Museum Report

Terry Popkin, NCM Ambassador, tjpopkin@mac.com, 301-949-2464
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CCA Valentine’s Cruise
February 12, 2012
It was a dark and stormy night….
Actually it was a very cold and very windy day. But that did not stop what had to be a record turnout for the CCA Valentine’s Cruise this year. CCA members brought their vettes, almost vettes (the
Prez’s BMW M3), and beaters to Mike’s Crab house in Riva, Maryland for what was a great day of
fun, friends, and fine food. Congratulations are due to Jim Parisi for setting up this event and picking such a great location! The last few miles of salt covered twisty road were half the fun in getting
there!
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CCA Karting Event
February 25, 2012
Gary and Pat covered the karting event in the competition section. Here are just a few more pictures to go along with this winter event that Pat Roney uses to get our competitive juices flowing. It
was great seeing so many Corvettes show up at this time of year. I wish I had taken some pictures
of the parking lot. It really was an impressive sight! If you missed this one you need to catch it
next year. It is great fun running around on polished concrete whether you are a cut throat competitor or just out there holding up traffic like me. Thanks Pat for organizing this again this year for us!
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Looking Back - Corvette Courier
Car Show Edition, June 1991
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For those members who would like to shop for a new or used car at Sport
Chevrolet, the person to see is Lee Shirley. Ask to speak to Lee and let
him know you are a CCA member.
With Great Pride we are Happy
To be associated with:

Your club membership gets you:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
NCCC Governor
Membership Director
Competition Director
Parliamentarian
Member-at-Large

Rich Taylor
Jim Parisi
Roxana Hegarty
Nita Armstrong
Ron Hamrah
Jean Wade
Gary Maul
Jon Thorn
Don Haller

(240)460-9797
(410)292-8722
(301)515-5842
(443)852-1922
(202)882-8157
(301)253-6074
(443)517-3710
(301)963-4864
(443)964-8832

Non Board Member Positions
NCM Ambassador
Terry Popkin
Webmaster
Don Haller
Courier Editor
Jon Thorn
Mkt & Promotions Jim Streight

(301)949-2464
(443)964-8832
(301)963-4864
(301)785-9024

Corvette
Only

BUSINESS MEETING at J.J. Muldoon’s, 16143 Shady Grove Rd., Gaithersburg, Md.
301-258-8866, second Tuesday monthly at 7:30pm to approximately 9:30pm.

Next Meeting Tuesday March 13th, 2012
SHOP NIGHT at Sport fourth(*) Tuesday 6:30pm ‘til 8:30pm. “Food Frenzy” location to be
determined.

Next Shop Night Tuesday March 27th, 2012
* Shop Night is the THIRD Tuesday in November and December due to Holidays.

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc.
P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20885

The Corvette Courier
CCA Monthly Meeting Locations
Business & Membership Meeting Location:
J.J. Muldoon’s
16143 Shady Grove Rd.
Gaithersburg, Md. 20877
301-258-8866
http://www.mymuldoons.com
Second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30 PM

Shop Night Location:
Sport Chevrolet
3101 Automobile Blvd.
Silver Spring, Maryland
20904
Fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM**
(** Shop Night is the
THIRD Tuesday in
November and
December due
to Holidays)
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Tony Avedisian, Owner
7500 Rickenbacker Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-987-0565
http://www.tonyscorvetteshop.com

This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and
preserve your vehicle under optimal conditions.

Contact:
Michael Milan
301-946-1116
http://www.goodcarmagarage.com

Contact CCA Tag Leader
Richard Roe
410-442-5953
rick@rdroe.com

