
February 2012 

 

 

The President’s Corner - Rich Taylor 

The World’s First Corvette Club 

We started out our 2012 activities with a very successful 

awards dinner at Alfio’s Restaurant in Chevy Chase. We 

had a great turnout that completely filled the banquet room. 

In addition, we had three guests from Lincoln Tech that we 

honored with the presentation of an award plaque for their 

support of our autocross events. I’d like to thank our outgo-

ing President, Don Haller and our Membership Director, 

Jean Wade for coordinating this event. I’d also like to thank 

Drew Callimahos for entertaining us by playing several 

songs on his flute.  

We have a full calendar of diverse events planned for this year. Our next event is the Valentine’s Cruise 

and Lunch next Sunday at Mike’s Crab House (See the Flyer included in this newsletter). I hope to see 

you and your sweetheart there. Then we have our Annual Karting Event at Allsport on February 25th to 

get your engines revved up for the approaching season of race events (See the flyer in the Competition 

Section of this newsletter). You don’t need to be an experienced racer or kart driver to participate. There 

will be several run groups based on level of experience, so come out and have some fun and the winter 

months will fly by before you know it.  

I have a standing offer to our membership to let me know what is on your mind regarding how the club 

can create a more inclusive  and fun atmosphere for all of our members. I’d like to find out what your in-

terests are and what Corvette activities excite you. I’d also like to know how to increase your participation 

in club activities and communications whether physical or virtual. So log onto the CCA facebook page at 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421, or contact me directly and let me 

know what’s on your mind.  

Keep the wheels turning and don’t forget to shift gears. 

Rich Taylor 

CCA President 

richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com  240-460-9797 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
mailto:richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com
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Membership Director—Jean Wade  

CCA Membership Update 

MEMBER NEWS AND INFORMATION  
 

No new members for the month of January.  

 

Thanks to all the members who attended the Jan. 28 Awards dinner party. We ended up with 78 people. 

Everyone looked just great in Denim & Diamonds. Thank you for joining in on the dress up fun. We had 

two sparkle winners. Kathleen Beres with sparkle clothes and spray paint glitter on her face and her hus-

band Miller all decked out his fancy tuxedo. Nita wore a shiny gold blinding top and Tommy Armstrong 

fancy tuxedo American bow tie and cummerbund.  We had lots more but just not enough gifts. 

 

CCA Feb.  21st 7:30pm Meeting.  J.J. Muldoon’s. Gaith. Md. 

 

We will be going over the bylaw changes for your approval. We need you there. 

We have a special speaker Jeannette Mendonca, from Hospice Caring taking the time to thank us for the 

club donation and talk a little about what Hospice does for the community. 

 

New President for 2012 Rich Taylor  richard.j1.taylor@lmco.com 

301-865-6491 

 

New Vice President for 2012 Jim Parisi  jp71234@gmail.com 

410-292-8722 

 

All CCA and NCCC 2012 membership cards have been mailed.  

If you did not received yours let me know now and not six months from now. 

 

NCCC Questions direct to our Gov. Ron Hamrah  202-882-8157 rhamrah@gmail.com 

New Contact CCA License Plates contact Richard Roe for information 410-960-1368 or 

rick@rdroe.com 

  

Jan Shop Night – 50/50 winner was Rich Taylor. He promised to buy everyone a drink and spent more 

than he won. What a nice fellow. Your new 50/50 man is Van. Thanks Van for taking on this rewarding 

job.  

 

Coming up Events…  

*Feb 12th Valentine luncheon at Mikes Crab House. Chair Jim Parisi 

Feb.   25 Kart event. Full details in the Competition section. You don’t want to miss   

  the bang up fun. Get ready to brace yourself. 

 

* Mikes Crab house located in Riva Md. Starts at noon. RSVP to James Parisi jp71234@gmail.com  

Flyer in this newsletter. Drive your Corvette.  Caravan leaving Gaithersburg at 11am. See Flyer. 

 

Keep that smile on your face, your foot down on the pedal, and give me a curve  

Blast the radio. Wow, what a life. So much fun driving a Corvette 

Jean Wade - 2000 Red coupe Membership, director 301-253-6074 vettehon@aol.com    

mailto:ritaylor@aspensys.com
mailto:jp7123@hotmail.com
mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
mailto:jp71234@gmail.com
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Corvette rAMBLINGS 

The Editor’s Corner– Jon Thorn 

Winter seems to be here.  It is snowing (lightly) as I’m writing this and unfortunately it has turned cool 

enough that I received a fuel oil delivery today which was enough to remind me that I don’t like winter.  

However, club activity remains high in spite of the season.  We have lots of things happening which con-

tributed to the fact that Courier editions don’t seem to be getting any smaller this time of year. 

 

We just had our Winter Dinner and if you did not get to attend you are one of the few.  Attendance this 

time was outstanding.  I believe I heard from Jean that we had more than 80 signed up.  It was really en-

couraging to see the big turnout.  If the growth rate continues we will need to take over the entire restau-

rant next year.  I have included a lot of pictures from the event later in this issue.  Our Corvettes may be 

in the garage but it is clear that the club does not shut down in the winter! 

 

Our next event is the Valentine’s Cruise and Lunch on Sunday February 12th.  Be sure to see the flyer on 

page 14 and plan on attending.  Please contact Jim Parisi if you are going to join us.  The details are on 

the flyer.  Hopefully we will get lucky and the weather will cooperate. 

 

The date for the February Business meeting has changed from the second Tuesday to the third 

Tuesday due to Valentine’s Day.  So, we will be meeting on February 21st this month.  It is going to be 

an important meeting because we will be holding a vote on adopting new bylaws.  By now you should 

have received an email notice on the vote as well as an attachment with a copy of the proposed bylaws.  

A small committee consisting of Nita Armstrong, Jim Parisi, and me started on this project about eight 

months ago and by late December we had more than a dozen members contributing to the effort.  We 

agreed on three main goals for the revision.  We wanted to simplify the document since our bylaws were 

three to four times longer than those of other clubs that we reviewed.  Second, we needed to update the 

bylaws to reflect current practice.  And finally, we needed to have the bylaws allow for the development 

of a club policy and procedure manual that will guide the operation of the club and hopefully insure that 

we maintain our legal status with the IRS and State of Maryland in the future.  You should plan on attend-

ing this meeting.  We may have a short review of the project and discussion on the proposed bylaws.  We 

will not be able to make any modifications to the proposed bylaws at the meeting due to the requirement 

for advanced notice prior to a vote.  You have an opportunity to vote for or against the proposed bylaws.  

If the bylaws are not approved at this meeting we will work on making additional changes and have an-

other vote in the future.  

   

On February 25th we will have another annual Karting event.  It is a great way to break up the winter and 

have some fun while the Corvettes are tucked under their covers.  Be sure to check out Gary Maul’s arti-

cle for details on this fun event.  As the flyer indicates, first timers are welcome and no prior experience 

is required.  I hope to see you all there.  We’ll have a blast! 

 

This month’s “Looking Back” article takes a look at a Courier edition from February 1989.  Two things 

struck me about this issue.  First, some situations seem to never change.  For example, based on the meet-

ing minutes it appears that they were concerned about the costs of producing the Corvette Courier even in 

those days.  The second thing I found to be very interesting is that the February 1989 issue was the very 

first one that was produced with the help of that new thing called a computer. 
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While I’m on a roll with my rambling this month, earlier this week I went to Radial Tire to get new 

rubber on my Z06.  I met with Paul Moorcones a couple of weeks earlier to get his advice on what I 

should do about tires.  In the meantime he had been to Daytona and I got a chance to hear his perspec-

tive on the race weekend January 26 - 29.  He had been there for the Continental series while I had to 

settle for watching the Rolex series on TV.  I really wish I could have attended but I’ll have enough 

just trying to keep up with the American Le Mans Series this year.  It would have been really neat to 

be there for the first running of the new Corvette Daytona Prototypes in the Rolex series.  They man-

aged to finish in 5th, 8th, and 9th place which is not at all bad for the new car.  The SunTrust Racing DP 

finished in 58th place with some severe engine problems which occurred very early in the race. 

 

One of the Corvette DP teams has a lot of familiar names.  The Spirit of Daytona Racing team (car 90) 

drivers included Oliver Gavin, Antonio Garcia, Richard Westbrook, and Jan Magnussen.  The new DP 

car sure looks great.  Oliver posted in a blog that “We had lots of comments over the week about how 

beautiful the car looked – it’s definitely raised the image of the DP cars significantly.”  Here’s a photo 

if you have not seen one already. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corvette Daytona Prototype may be enough to get me interested in Grand-Am road racing in the 

future but following ALMS is keeping me busy for now.  I’ll be attending the first race of the season 

which will be at Sebring in March.  That event is going to be more like a big party because I’ll be at-

tending with the NCM and at least one of the couples in the group was with us at the 24 Hours of Le 

Mans last year.  So it will be a reunion of sorts.  I think there are still a couple of spots available if you 

want to join the NCM Museum in Motion tour to Sebring.  In any event, I am sure I will have plenty 

of pictures and a story to tell after Sebring.  Other ALMS races that I’ll be attending include VIR and 

Mosport and perhaps Petite Le Mans.  If they actually run the Baltimore Grand Prix again I will be 

there for sure. 

 

The Baltimore GP remains up in the air.  I hope it happens because it is an event that CCA members 

can get to without travel and lots of advanced planning.  We had a good time last year at this event.  If 

they are able to have the race again this year we should turn it into a major club event.  From what 

I’ve been reading, it looks like a decision will be made this month.  It is clear that Baltimore Racing 

Development will not be involved in organizing the race.  They are likely to be in court during the 

race because new lawsuits seem to show up every week.  The Mayor seems to favor holding the race.  

IndyCar officials want an answer in February and they have said that they want to see a new race or-
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ganizer in place in mid-February.  Also the city has to get budget approval in February if it is going 

to happen.  IndyCar may turn out to be important.  According to what I’ve read, IZOD requires 16 

races per season as the primary sponsor of IndyCar.  In 2011 they held 17 races.  Right now they only 

have 15 dates set and one of them is the BGP.  The “pull” of IndyCar might be enough to get the pri-

mary sponsorship that the BGP really needs to be successful.  There has even been some talk that 

IZOD might be part of the solution.  Several groups have come forward with proposals to organize 

the race.  North American Motosport Events, Inc has submitted a plan to city officials.  This group 

has run the Molson Indy Festival in Toronto in the past.  Another proposal is from Dale Dillon who 

owns an Indianapolis construction company.  His group has helped organize the IndyCar race in St. 

Petersburg and Toronto.  A third group is local to Baltimore.  Grinnell Enterprises and BMW Con-

struction Specialists of Curtis Bay have met with city officials and are proposing the formation of 

Baltimore Motorsports Group, LLC to organize the race.  Everyone seems to feel that with good 

management the BGP could be very successful in a couple of years.  Whatever happens, I expect it to 

happen this month.  So we ought to know about the BGP very soon.  Keep your fingers crossed! 

 

I hope to see you at the Valentine’s cruise and at the business meeting. 

 

Save the Wave! 

 

Jon Thorn, CCA Courier Editor 
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Competition Chair— Gary Maul 

Corvette Competition 

Competition Report 

 

 

I look forward to serving as the CCA Competition Chairman.  Yea, that’s me in the picture next to my 

‘04 coupe.  I did not originally get my Vette to go to road courses or autocross events. However, at 

my first High Performance Drivers Events (HPDE) in 08 I got hooked.  I competed in my first auto-

cross event with CCA in the fall of 2010 and became a CCA member in the spring of 2011.  While I 

am still getting up with this new role, I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or sug-

gestions.  

 

We will start the season off with our annual Go-Kart Race on February 25th at Allsport Grand Prix in 

Dulles, Virginia.  I would like to thank Pat Roney for organizing this event again this year.  Please see 

the flyer below.   
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2012 KARTING EVENT SET FOR FEBRUARY 25TH AT ALLSPORT 

GRAND PRIX  

 
Are you ready to get the adrenaline flowing for the upcoming road racing season?  If so, we have the 

event for you.  February 25th we are putting on our 3rd Annual Karting Event and all are invited.  We 

will have several Micro Grand Prix’s setup based on your skill level.  Last year we had a group of 

first time karters enjoying the event, as you can see from the trophy awards below. 

 

WHEN:  February 25th, 2012              

12:30pm 
 

WHERE:  Allsport Grand Prix 

           45915 Maries Road, #170 

           Dulles, VA 20166 

(a caravan will meet at the park and ride behind 

Criswell Chevrolet at 11:30am and leave promptly at 

11:45am) 

 

COST:  $50 each 

  
I guarantee that you will have a smile on your face all day.  Just look at these racers from last year. 

 
 

We will run several groups based on your skill level.  The cost is $50 each which includes the use of 

the race suit, helmet, class instruction and the Micro Grand Prix.  The Micro Grand Prix consist of a 

10 lap qualifier to determine pole positions and then a 25 lap race.  The top 3 racers in each group will 

receive trophies. 

 

Please email me at proney42@verizon.net to reserve your space by February 17th.  I know some had 

mentioned that they would like to attend but I would appreciate if you could email me again so that I 

can get you on the mailing list. 
 

mailto:proney42@verizon.net
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Many of our members will be participating in HPDEs on various road courses.  You are put into 

groups, depending on your level of experience and driving skill, and instructors are provided to ride 

along with you. This is a great way to learn how to get the most out of your car in a safe and con-

trolled environment. These events combine classroom time with track time to teach both the theory 

and physical control aspects of high speed driving.  We will also be participating in a few Friday at 

The Track (FATT) events at Summit Point Raceway throughout the year. 

 

The National Corvette Museum (NCM) is again sponsoring an HPDE at VIR that has been confirmed 

for June 25th and 26th.  Registration will open on Wednesday morning, March 21.  This event fills up 

fast, so you will need to be online and ready to sign up as soon as registration opens to guarantee a 

spot. Go to the NCM web site for more details:  

http://www.corvettemuseum.com/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml. 

  

We have four autocross events planned starting in April including four Autocross Primer classes for 

beginners and possibly a couple of intermediate autocross classes for the more experienced drivers.  

 

We are also planning to hold one Muscle Car Mania Drag Race on August 12, so start practicing your 

shifting and reaction time skills. 

 

Schedules for our planned events are shown below.  

 

  

CCA Autocross Schedule 
Mar 31 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 
Apr 1  -  Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

May 5 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 
May 6 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

July 14 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 
July 15 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  
 
Oct 6 - Autocross Primer School at Lincoln Tech in Columbia, MD 
Oct 7 - Double NCCC Sanctioned Autocross, Lincoln Tech, Columbia, MD  

 

http://www.corvettemuseum.com/registration/HPDE/virinfo.shtml
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Yellow highlight indicates member(s) plan to participate 

 

Another major event is the Baltimore Grand Prix which was a major success last year. This is a major 

event on the ALMS racing calendar. We attended as a club last year and had a great time. If the city of 

Baltimore is successful in finding a financial backer for the event, it will be held the first Friday, Sat-

urday and Sunday in September 2012.  . New to the ALMS schedule this year is an event at VIR  on 

September 14 – 16. Many members are also planning to go to this event in Danville, VA.  Here’s the 

link to the information http://www.americanlemans.com/primary1.php?cat=news|16465.If you are in-

terested you will need to book your rooms now as hotel space in the area is limited. We are trying to 

find out if there will be a Corvette Coral at this event before we purchase our tickets, so stay tuned and 

follow the conversation on the CCA Facebook page at  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421. 

http://www.americanlemans.com/primary1.php?cat=news|16465
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_187926317895421
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Lastly you can be part of history at the Grand Opening of the new expanded drag racing annex at the 

Eastern Museum of Motor Racing. This is a once in a lifetime event and there will only ever be one 

Grand Opening on Saturday, March 31st at 10 a.m.  Activities will include photo unveilings by Bill 

“Grumpy” Jenkins and Ronnie Sox by Diane Sox.  An outside display of an array of drag and muscle 

cars and a “cackling thunder” start up.   

If you have an interest in driving your car in a competitive event, please contact me at anytime. 

Gary Maul 

CCA Competition Chairman 

gmaul25@gmail.com 

443-517-3710 

mailto:gmaul25@gmail.com
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Points of Contact Listing 
NCCC Questions direct to our Governor Ron Hamrah 202-607-3399, rhamrah@gmail.com 

 

NCCC Governor’s Report 
By Ron Hamrah, NCCC Governor for CCA 
 

Speed in a different form… 

  
 

Check out the following informative websites: 
 
East Region NCCC website at http://www.ernccc.org    

 

Corvette Forum at http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php    
 

Special Discounts for NCCC Members - http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html 
 

National Corvette Museum - http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm 

 

Insurance Link - http://www.ncminsurance.com/ 

 

 

EAST REGION NCCC Vette-work 

All NCCC members are invited to join the East Region Vette-work, the heart and soul of Corvette en-

NCCC Governor — Ron Hamrah  

NCCC Report 

mailto:rhamrah@gmail.com
http://www.ernccc.org
http://forums.corvetteforum.com/index.php
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/Friends.html
http://services.corvettemuseum.com/portaltools/ncmf/membership.cfm
http://www.ncminsurance.com/
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thusiasm.  http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1 

 

If you have CORVETTE ITEMS FOR SALE There is a new App that will handle classified ads 

better than the Forum did.  You will find a new section called "Listings" where you can list items. 

 

What are you doing August 2014 ? 

If you missed the 2009 National Caravan to Bowling Green, KY, you missed seeing 8,000 Corvettes 

from across the US and Canada as well as Corvette enthusiasts (without their Corvettes) from Hol-

land, Germany and (23 of them from) Australia !!!  Don’t miss the next caravan.  Check it out at 

http://www.corvettecaravan.com/  Contact me or ask any of our CCA members who participated. 

 

VERIZON CELL PHONE SERVICE DISCOUNT 

If you are a military veteran and use Verizon for your cell phone service, you can get a 15% discount 

on your service.  All you need to do is take a copy of your DD-214 to a Verizon store and tell them 

you would like to have the Vets Discount. Tell them the discount code is 117818. You should get a 

15% discount off your monthly bill.  You can even fax them your DD-214 for the discount. 

 

EAST REGION CLUB SPONSORED EVENTS 

Due to winter skiing and the lull in East Region club activities during the winter, this section will re-

sume in the March newsletter. 

 

SADNESS WITHIN NCCC 

Bill Quine of Tire Town Corvette Club (TTCC), Akron, OH, passed away peacefully on Tuesday Jan 

24, 2012 at his home with family at his side. It was a tough 5 year battle with cancer for him. His fam-

ily was his first love. NCCC and TTCC were his second family, where he enjoyed racing, traveling 

and socializing with his Corvette friends local and nationwide.  He was a great husband, father, 

grandpa and friend. He will always be with us.  

 

On behalf of all our Corvette Club of America members, I have sent our expression of sympathy to the 

Quine Family and Tire Town Corvette Club. 

 

http://ernccc.ning.com/?xgi=0o5HhRuMrv1zb1
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/
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NCM Ambassador - Terry Popkin 

National Corvette Museum Report 

 

Terry Popkin,  NCM Ambassador,  tjpopkin@mac.com,  301-949-2464 

In order to receive this special pricing call  

800-538-3883.  This promotion is only valid 

on NEW memberships placed by Feb 29th. 

The NCM has posted specifications and a lot of 

interesting information on the 2013 Corvettes on 

their website.  You can check it out here: 
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/specs/2013/index.shtml 

mailto:tjpopkin@mac.com
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/specs/2013/index.shtml
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Evolution Performance Driving School Comes to Waldorf Maryland 
by Don Haller 

 

On Saturday April 7th Evolution Performance Driving School comes to Waldorf, Maryland to deliver 

an autocross skills course. The course offered is the first in a series of courses offered to autocross en-

thusiasts to help them learn the skills necessary to become more competitive in the motorsport of solo 

racing better known as autocross.  For those of you that don’t already know what autocross racing is; 

it is a precision driving event where each driver is individually timed to the thousandths of a second, 

over a short miniature road course that is clearly defined using traffic cones.  Cars compete one at a 

time, hence the name “Solo”. Events are usually held on a large paved lot.  Autocross emphasizes ve-

hicle handling rather than just speed. The corners are tight and there are many of them. 

 

Evolution Performance Driving School is unlike most other driving schools or other popular HPDE 

events in that the school focuses primarily on solo racing. The Presi-

dent of Evolution Performance School, EVO School,  is Mike “Junior” 

Johnson, or just “Junior” for short. In addition to being the President of 

the school he is also the Chief Instructor with over 27 years of perform-

ance based driving experience including solo, karting, time trials and 

wheel to wheel racing. Junior and EVO School have earned a reputa-

tion of providing a superior driving experience and noted performance 

gains from most students that have practiced under their supervision. It 

is said that participants of the EVO Driving Schools can cut their learn-

ing curve by up to 50% by applying the instructional strategies em-

ployed by Junior and his cadre of Pro Solo instructors. It is a fact that 

most Pro Solo Champions have gone through at least one or more of 

the EVO Schools.  Mike has won numerous Pro Solo Championships 

over the years and now employs other Pro Solo drivers as instructors as 

well, with a pool of over 30 instructors to choose from nationwide de-

pending on where they are teaching on any given day. 

 

To illustrate the reputation earned by EPDS Inc., Mike and his team travel all over the country on 

most weekends throughout the entire calendar year, mostly delivering the core courses of their cur-

riculum: the EVO Phase I, Phase II and Challenge Courses.  Sometimes they even get into a bit of 

mischief with the Department of Defense, Federal and local law enforcement agencies while teaching 

defensive and offensive driving techniques. They have found themselves in the swamps and wilder-

ness of Fort Benning, GA teaching troops how to drive Humvees before deploying to Afghanistan and 

have even taught law enforcement agents how to drive tanker trucks on a wet skid pad. Additionally, 

they have been very active in providing teen driving schools for various school districts around the 

country. In a recent interview I had with Junior he was telling me about his recent experiences while 

teaching EVO Phase I and Phase II in Hawaii early in January of this year.  What a great job, driving 

cars in Hawaii for a living!!! When an organization ships you and your team to Hawaii for a week to 
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teach autocross skills, you know that you are the best in the business. Junior was very pleased with the 

outcome of the class in Hawaii and the feedback provided by the students and the organizers and is 

looking forward to another trip back next year.  Indeed, they have been invited back already!! 

 

So, what courses are offered by Evolution Performance Driving School and how are they delivered? 

 

The EVO School Phase I course is the backbone of the entire program. Mike calls it the “Key to eve-

rything fast”.  This Phase I course is constantly referred back to during later stages of training and fu-

ture classes in the series. In the morning of Phase I, work is done on basic car placement for all of the 

different elements, as well as car control. In the afternoon, the instructors concentrate solely on visu-

alization, what to look at and why and how it relates to smoothness, as well as car control. More spe-

cifically, In the morning the student is given three runs where they are watched by the instructors for 

them to see how the student performs, then another nine runs are driven where the instructor drives the 

student’s car through the course, then lets the student drive the instructor through the course and fi-

nally gets out of the car again and watches the student some more. This continues while  working on 

each of the basic elements whether it’s a slalom or the approach to a corner or exit of a turn. Work is 

done on specific skills like pivot turns or pin turns. More work is done on a skid pad as well. Each of 

the basic skills is covered in depth until a good foundation is laid.  In the afternoon after lunch work 

begins on visualization. This is done by taking three students at a time in a four seater car for a run 

through the course at say 30% with an instructor that explains and talks the students through each seg-

ment of the course, each skill and visualization as it occurs. These are the elements of what the driver 

should be looking at when driving the course themselves. These runs are then repeated again at 60% 

and then again at even more with the instructor discussing the visualizations all the way.  These runs 

are then followed by three validation runs by the student that pull together the skills and visualization 

techniques learned throughout the day. The purpose of this validation is to compare the first three runs 

of the day with these last three runs and take a look at the improvement that has been gained by the 

skills and visualization lessons. 

 

The next class of instruction in the progression of solo training courses is EVO School Phase II 

which takes the whole concept of visualization yet a step further. During the day the driving course 

changes four times. This is to keep you thinking and change things up a bit. Prior to driving the first 

course of the day drivers are allowed to walk the course as in most normal autocross events and then 

drive the course. This is to re-establish and review the skills taught during the Phase I class as some of 

those skills surely will be forgotten and will need to be refreshed. As the course changes for later runs 

no course walk is allowed.  The student is taught to see the course in their mind before it is even 

driven. This skill is one of the most important skills that a student will learn. This forces the student to 

build a picture of the course in their mind. The remaining runs are driven with this strategy of working 

mental exercise to improve the student’s visualization skills which in turn prove to change everything 

for their own performance on the course. 

 

Third in the progression of classes for the advanced solo racer is the EVO Challenge School.  Al-

though anyone that has completed EVO School Phase I and II can participate in a Challenge School, a 

driver should be at a point in their driving experiences where they have mastered the basic driving 

skills associated with solo racing, are feeling very comfortable with their car, has seen their times drop 

considerably and now show repeatable consistency but want to still take their driving to the next level.  

The Challenge School is a three part day broken into as many sessions. Session one is out on the 

course in the morning for a review of Phase I and Phase II EVO Schools. After lunch, session two and 
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three are driven on different course layouts.  Session two is more about visualization and driving ahead. 

This is accomplished by taking butcher paper and tape and covering approximately one half of the car’s 

windshield so that when looking out, the closest object the driver can see is about 200ft in front of the 

car. This forces the driver to look ahead.  Once this session is complete session three is where the real 

Challenge part of the Challenge class is realized. This session pits the instructor against the student. 

The student’s instructor is allowed two runs on a new course layout with the student’s car to obtain the 

best time they can out of two runs. Then it is up to the student to get out there on the course employ 

everything they have learned and push the car to reach out and grab that time from the instructor.  In 

most cases Junior said that it may take a student three, four or five runs but in most cases the student 

will come back with a better time and ask the instructor if that is all they got!!! This part of the Chal-

lenge class is meant to push the driver beyond their comfort zone to see how far they can take their car. 

Up to this point the other classes and training has never exceeded about 70 or 80% of the car or driver 

but the Challenge is intended to push the student and their car to about 99.9% 

 

This summarizes the three primary training classes in the Evolution Performance Driving School cur-

riculum, However; EPDS offers other ancillary courses that they run at various locations depending on 

skill level and interest of the students and organizations sponsoring the training events. They run 

courses on the basics of racing Pro Solo and what it takes to begin competing at the national level. Also 

specialty courses can be set up for clubs just like Corvette Club of America. This is something I’d love 

to look into if we as a club have enough interest in bringing EPDS to the area. 

 

EVO School Phase I will be delivered on April 7th 2012 at the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs Stadium 

in Waldorf, MD and is hosted by the Autocrossers Incorporated, a chapter club of the Washington DC 

SCCA Region. At this time several Corvette Club of America Members have already  registered and 

this is an event that should be registered well in advance as it will close early due to limited number of 

participants allowed. Cost is $250 for the day and includes numerous runs on the course and skill build-

ing as described in this article. If there was ever a time to get started in autocross this is a great way to 

get your feet wet! 

 

Here is the link to the registration page for the EVO Phase I to be held in Waldorf, MD 
http://www.evoschool.com/index.php?page=autocrossers-inc-phase-one-blue-crab-stadium-waldorf-md 

 

Contact Don Haller if you have any questions regarding the event. 

 

Mike "Junior" Johnson 

Home: Glen Allen, VA 

Occupation:  President and Chief Instructor of the Evolution Performance Driving School 

Date of Birth: 5/26/70 

Experience: 27 years of performance based driving, (solo, Karting, time trial and wheel to wheel) 

Past Cars Raced: Honda CRX's, Civic, Dodge Neon, BMW M3, Subaru Sti, Chevrolet Camaro, Lotus Elise, 

 Pontiac Solstice, Spec-Miata, Arena Race Car-1/2 scale Cup Car, Multiple Chevrolet Z06's 

Current Race Car: Chevrolet Corvette Z06 

Daily Driver: Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD (Duramax) 

Career  Highlights: 1999 E/Stock ProSolo Champion, 2003 F/Stock National Champion, 2006 ProSolo ASP 

 Champion, 2006 ASP National Champion, 2007 ASP ProSolo Champion, 2007 Overall ProSolo Cham

 pion, 2007 ASP National Champion, 2010 ASP National Champion 

Special Awards: 2003 SCCA Spirit of the Sport  Award  

http://www.evoschool.com/index.php?page=autocrossers-inc-phase-one-blue-crab-stadium-waldorf-md
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CCA Winter Dinner Party 
January 28, 2012  
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Preparing Autocross equipment for the season 
February 4, 2012 at Lincoln Tech 
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Looking Back - Corvette Courier February 1989 
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President                       Rich Taylor       (240)460-9797 

Vice President               Jim Parisi                    (410)292-8722 

Secretary                       Roxana Hegarty          (301)515-5842        

Treasurer                      Nita Armstrong           (443)852-1922 

NCCC Governor          Ron Hamrah                (202)882-8157 

Membership Director  Jean Wade                   (301)253-6074 

Competition Director   Gary Maul                   (443)517-3710 

Parliamentarian           Jon Thorn                     (301)963-4864 

Member-at-Large         Don Haller       (443)964-8832 

 

                  Non Board Member Positions 

NCM Ambassador      Terry Popkin                 (301)949-2464 

Webmaster                  Don Haller                     (443)964-8832 

Courier Editor            Jon Thorn       (301)963-4864 

Mkt & Promotions  Jim Streight                    (301)785-9024 

For those members who would like to shop for a new or used car at Sport 

Chevrolet, the person to see is Lee Shirley. Ask to speak to Lee and let 

him know you are a CCA member. 

Corvette 

Only 

Your club membership gets you: 

With Great Pride we are Happy 

To be associated with: 

BUSINESS MEETING  at J.J. Muldoon’s, 16143 Shady Grove Rd., Gaithersburg, Md.          
 301-258-8866,  second Tuesday monthly at 7:30pm to approximately 9:30pm. 

Next Meeting  Tuesday February 21st, 2012 

SHOP NIGHT at Sport fourth(*) Tuesday 6:30pm ‘til 8:30pm. “Food Frenzy”  location to be 
   determined. 

                     Next Shop Night  Tuesday February 28th, 2012 

* Shop Night is the THIRD Tuesday in November and December due to  Holidays. 

The Corvette Courier is published monthly by the Corvette Club of America, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3355, Gaithersburg, Maryland  20885 
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Business & Membership Meeting Location: 

 J.J. Muldoon’s  
 16143 Shady Grove Rd. 
 Gaithersburg, Md.  20877 
 301-258-8866     
 http://www.mymuldoons.com 
 
Second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM 
 
Third Tuesday in February! 
 February 21, 2012 

Shop Night Location: 

 Sport Chevrolet 
 3101 Automobile Blvd. 
 Silver Spring, Maryland  
 20904 
 
Fourth Tuesday of each 
 month at 6:30 PM** 
 
(** Shop Night is the  
THIRD Tuesday in  
November and  
December due  
to Holidays) 

CCA Monthly Meeting Locations 



7500 Rickenbacker Drive  ·  Gaithersburg, MD                  (301) 987-0565 

 

 

Show your club “colors”.  Contact Jean Wade, (301)253-6074 only $12 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To apply the banner you wet the area of the windshield with Windex,  Separate the banner 
from the backing paper and spread the banner out.  Move it into position using more Win-

dex if needed.  Then once in place use a squeegee to run over the banner and seal it to 
the windshield by forcing out the air bubbles.  Finish by removing the excess Windex. 

 

 

 

Contact CCA Tag Leader 

Richard Roe 

410-442-5953 or rick@rdroe.com 

CCA 50th Anniversary patches are 

still available. Contact  

Jean Wade 

vettehon@aol.com 
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Stock 1974 big-block Corvette roadster, automatic. Family owned since new, original docu-

mentation and maintenance records available. 50,000 original miles. Always garaged, never 

driven in snow. New top canvas in 1987. New front and rear 'bumpers' and new paint job 

[original color] in 2000. New tires. 

 

For additional information or questions contact: 

 Gary Johnson 

 agaryjohnson@yahoo.com 
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Corvette: 1984, 33,000 original miles, all original one owner car always garaged.  Gray/graphite 

leather, clear top, automatic, 6-way seats, Delco Bose AM-FM cassette, original “Motor Trend, Car of 

the Year” decal, new tires and exhaust, mint condition.  $12,600 

 

Inquiries: bruceellie5@aol.com 

mailto:bruceellie5@aol.com


 

 

 

 

The Corvette Courier February 2012   Page 40 

This modern storage facility offers the best environmental controls to store and pre-
serve your vehicle under optimal conditions.  

  

  The modern facility features a 24/7 state of the art security system. A fire suppres-
sion system adds peace of mind to protect your entire collection. 

 

 Heating and cooling systems maintain the ambient temperature of this 5,000 square 
foot concrete building. Humidity conditions are monitored and adjusted to compensate for 
seasonal changes in the surrounding air. 
 

 The epoxy flooring system, painted walls and ceilings protect the vehicles from poten-
tially caustic concrete dust and help us maintain clean surfaces to safeguard for your 
valuable automobiles. Harmful UV rays are never a concern once a vehicle is stored in-
side the Good Carma Garage. 

For additional information contact: Michael Milan 

     Good Carma Garage, LLC 

     301-946-1116 

     http://www.goodcarmagarage.com 


